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THIBTBENTH BBQULAB MEBTINO, JULT 0, 1809. 

The thirteenth regular meeting of the Soei 
held at Hotel Pelham, on July 6th, at 3 p.m., th 
dent in the chair. Present, Drs. Lewis, Warner, ^ 
Sullivan, Bixby, and H. R. Storer, Dr. Pink 
Lynn, Corresponding Member, and, by invital 
W. S. Brown, of Stoneham. 

The records of the last meeting were read 
cepted. 

The Secretary read letters in acceptance of tl 
tion to the Society, from Drs. A. H. Mc Clintockj 
lin; C. Hecker, of Munich; J. Hall Davis, of '. 
and Willard Parker, of New York, Honorary "M 
and Heinrich Abegg, of Dantzic; J. Lazarey 
Kharkoff, Russia; A. R. Simpson, of Glasgov 
O. Priestley, J. Braxton Hicks, and C. H. F 
of London; "Wm. H. Kingston, of Montreal ; I 
Hunter, of Machias, Me.; C. F. P. Hildreth, 
cook, N. H.; J. F. Head, of Newport, R. L; G 
pron, of Providence; Nathan Mayer, and J. S. 
of Hartford, Ct.; A. W. Nelson, of New Lor 
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C. Hutchison, of Brooklyn, !N". Y/; D. P. Bissell, of 
Utica; M. C. Talbott, of Warren, Pa.; J. M. Toner, and 
J. F. Thompson, of "Washmgton, D.C.; A. Dunlap, of 
Springfield, Ohio; E. E. Paine, of Dixon, Dl.; DeLaskie 
Miller, of Chicago; A. J. Stone, Stillwater, Minn.; P. 
M. Kollock, of Savannah, and W. S. Barker, of St. Louis, 
Corresponding Members. He also exhibited photographs 
of Drs. Davis, Hecker, Eouth, Simpson, Priestley, 
Abegg, Kingston, Kollock, Hunter, Talbott, Dunlap, 
Paine, Mayer, and Barker, added to the collection of 
the Society. 

The following donations to the library were an- 
nounced: From Dr. Simpson, of Glasgow, his mon- 
ographs upon Hydronephrosis, Spontaneous Rupture of 
the Uterus, and Congenital Goitre; from Dr. Hecker, of 
Munich, the report of the Lying-in-Hospital, of that 
city, for 1868; from Dr. Abegg, of Dantzic, the report 
of the Institution for Mid wives, for 1869, and his work 
upon Obstetrics and GynsBCology; and from Dr. Toner 
of Washington, his fiistory of the Medical Society of 
the District of Columbia. 

Nominations that had been endorsed by the Com- 
mittee upon Membership were acted upon. 

Dr. Brown, of Stoneham, reported the following case 
of 



TETANUS FOLLGWINa THE KEMOVAL OF AN INTRA- 
UTEBINE POLYPUS. 



Mrs. Geo. 



of Wobum, Mass., thirty-seven 



years of age; twice married; lived twelve years with 
her first husband, to whom she bore four children; lived 
two years with her second husband, by whom she had 
no children. Never miscarried. Was in the habit of 
using morphia per rectum. 



k. 
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Dr. B. had attended her from Feb. to May, ] 
uterine disease. The uterus was then slightly i 
and partially retroverted; the neck inflamed an 
ated. He was again called to see her on Jun( 
the present year. She complained of severe 
back and loins; but the principal trouble was a 
flow, principally of blood, with an ofiensive od 
serted a sponge tent; onfemoving the tent ne: 
ing, advised a consultation with Dr. H. E. Store 
Bhe agreed to. She went to Boston that san 
noon; and Dr. S. pronounced it a case of intn 
polypus. 

Again inserted sponge t^nts June 11th ai 
After the removal of the last one, the polypus ^ 
into pieces and extracted by vulsellum forceps, 
moval of these was attended mth considerable ] 
hemorrhage, which was finally stopped. On t 
another sponge tent was inserted. On the ] 
was brought to Stoneham. All ofiensive dischi 
ceased, and no remains of the polypus could b< 
the finger. But, unfortunately, on Monday, 1 
symptoms of tetanus set in, which gradually ii 
in severity, until she died on Friday evening, Ji 

The treatment consisted in the use of ice-baj 
spine, with the exhibition of tincture of calat 
tincture of cannabis indica, and, finally, chloric 
relieve suffering. 

A post-mortem examination was held at Wo 
the following Monday. Scarcely a trace of tl 
pus remained. A small cyst was found in 
ovary. 

Dr. Lewis inquired as to what the tetanic sj 
were to be referred, the operation or the use of 
sponge tent. 

Dr. Pinkham alluded to the case mentionec 
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Thomas, of New York, in his late work, where tetanus 
supervened on the second day after the use of a sponge 
tent. 

Dr. Warner considered it very dangerous to allow a 
patient to journey as this one had done, so soon after 
the use of a tent. 

Dr. Lewis inquired whether polypoid growths were 
often so sensitive to the touch as here. 

Dr. Sullivan related a case now under his charge, 
where extreme sensibility existed, but the tumor was 
sessile. 

Dr. Brown remarked that when the polypus is pe- 
diculated, the sensibility is generally less than when it 
is sessile. 

Dr. Wheeler alluded to the very great importance of 
care in the use of sponge tents. 

Dr. Brown had been inclined to think the tent had 
had more to do with the induction of tetanus than the 
operation of removing the polypus by torsion. 

In connection with Dr. Warner's remarks concerning 
exercise after dilatation, he would refer to the extreme 
difficulty of keeping some patients quiet. In this very 
case the patient had insisted upon using the sewing- 
machine after the dilatation had been conunenced. 

Dr. Sullivan inquired how the alcoholic treatment 
would have sufficed in this case. He related a trau- 
matic case of tetanus of his own, where long-continued 
intoxication resulted in recovery, an otherwise perfectly 
healthy patient being compelled to take a quart of alco- 
hol each day for several consecutive days. In like 
manner it is possible that the injection of sulphuric 
ether per rectmn might have been of benefit. 

Dr. Brown replied that he had thought best not to 
give too many remedies at a time. There had seemed 
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to be decided benefit from the calabar bean, and so he 
had continued its use. 

Dr. Storer stated that he had listened to the discus- 
sion with a great deal of interest, more particularly be- 
cause of the extreme rarity of the case. He quoted 
that reported by Prof. Simpson,* at the time the only 
one on record, of traumatic tetanus following an opera- 
tion upon the unimpregnated uterus. In the case re- 
ferred to, as here, the operation was for polypus. ' Dr. 
Storer was inclined to attach a portion of the causation 
to the operation, the predisposition to tetanus perhaps 
having been owing to the use of the tent. 

He referred to the greater liability to tetanus existing 
in the puerperal state, where the placental site remains, 
as had been stated by Simpson, to a certain extent in 
the condition of an open wound. 

Dr. Sullivan remarked that the condition was nor- 
mally very much modified by the post-partum uterine 
contractions. 

Dr. Storer described the method in which placental 
detachment ordinarily seems to take place. He had 
three times had an opportunity of perceiving this during 
Caesarean Section. In one of the instances referred 
to, the operation was upon the living subject, by Prof. 
Simpson, of Edinburgh. In the others it was performed 
at, or immediately after, death; one of the cases hav- 
ing occurred at the Edinburgh Maternity Hospital many 
years since, death taking place near the close of gesta- 
tion, from laryngitis, and the other in his own practice. 
In both the placenta was detached centrally while 
still * attached at its periphery; there being an evi- 
dent attempt upon the part of nature to prevent hemor- 
rhage imtil the full completion of uterine contraction 

* Obsteirio Memoin uid Contributions, n., p. 60. 



Digitized by 



Google 







>i 



6 Proceedings of the Society. [Jan.^ 

should be effected, and at the same tune to protect the 
fey placental site from the uterine fluids and exposure to 

^^v the air. 

Upon motion of Dr. Storer, Dr. Brown's specimen 
was referred to Dr. Bixby for microscopical examination. 
Dr. Brown also reported a case of error m diagnosis; 
there having been 

PREGNAKOY MISTAKEN* FOB THE MENOPAUSE. 

Mistakes in diagnosis, he remarked, are common; to 
report them is comparatively rare. But it is as much 
the surgeon's duty to report his mistakes and failures as 
his successes. The following case may prove instruc- 
tive in this light. 

Mrs. C If , aged forty-five, a native of Maine, 

originally of good constitution, put herself under his 
care April 19th, 1869. She had been at a " water cure " 
for two weeks previously. She had been sick for three 
years, unable to walk a few rods without assistance. 

On making a vaginal examination, he found the os 
large, open, and much ulcerated; the uterus about four 
times the normal size, the sound passing readily four 
inches. She had, in addition to the ordinary sympa- 
thetic symptoms, haematemesis, with almost constant 
pain in the epigastric region, and internal hemorrhoids. 
About nine months previous to her arrival in Stoneham, 
she had irregular menstruation, which stopped about 
four months previous to her arrival. There was still a 
profuse vaginal discharge^ for some time tinged with 
blood, but latterly dark-colored, with an offensive odor. 
Subject occasionally to spasms, with rigors. 

She had had seven living children; eldest, twenty- 
six years; yoimgest, nine years old; no miscarriage. 

Dr. H. R. Storer visited her in consultation on April 
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24th, and found substantially the same state of things 
as above described. She miscarried April 29th; the 
foBtus about four months advanced; placenta adherent, 
removed by the hand; and she made a good recovery. 
She was afterwards treated for ulceration successfully, 
and left for her home in Maine, much improved. The 
gastric affection was also greatly bettered. 

This is one of the cases where even the most expe- 
rienced physician would be likely to err in diagnosis. 
The length of time (nine years) which had elapsed 
since the birth of the last child; the time of life (forty- 
five years), when the change might be reasonably ex- 
pected; the extensive disease of the os and neck; the 
length of time (three years) during which the patient 
had remained a helpless invalid; the cachectic expres- 
sion of countenance, with pain and offensive discharge , 
were all calculated to throw us off our guard, and point 
to the existence of a polypus or a fibroid tumor. 
Neither Dr. Storer nor himself believed that the case 
was cancer; although several of her relations and ac- 
quaintances expected that that would be the decision. 

Dr. Storer stated his satisfaction at Dr. Brown's case 
having been reported. He had himself in several in- 
stances reported to medical societies cases where, in 
default of the probability of the existence of pregnancy, 
he had been similarly mistaken. 

Dr. Pinkham reported the following case, asking 
the opinion of the Society as to whether there was an 
error of diagnosis or not? 

A young lady of twenty-seven, married, but never 
pregnant, was a sufferer from membranous dysmenor- 
rhoea. There were pain and tenderness over the left 
ovary, pain in back and pelvis, constipation, dyspepsia, 
leucorrhoea, and various neiTous troubles, menstruation 
being irregular. On examination, the uterus was found re- 
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troverted, somewhat heavier than normal, its cavity of the 
usual exteat, and the cervix slightly congested; tender- 
ness on left side in one small spot, tenacious muco-pu- 
rulent discharge from os. The diagnosis of endometritis 
and ovaritis was made, and treatment instituted accord- 
ingly. It was pursued for about nine weeks, during 
which time the patient menstruated as usual and seem- 
ingly improved. There were none of the ordinary indica- 
tions of pregnancy. The sound was passed to the fundus 
repeatedly, and the uterus restored to its normal position. 
Leeches, scarification, and caustic applications were re- 
soited to, with constitutional measures. At the end of 
the time specified the patient left for her home in Maine, 
and soon after her arrival, the journey being a tedious 
one, she became unwell, suffering severely, and passed 
from the vagina a mass which the physician in attendance 
pronounced a foetus, and another physician, judging only 
from the patient's description, a vesicular mole. Dr. 
Pinkham considered it merely a mass of dysmenor- 
rhoeal membrane and blood-clot. He would raise the 
following queries: — 

1. Could pregnancy have existed in the first place, 
and have been overlooked? 

2. Could it have existed during the two months' 
treatment without the occurrence of abortion? 

3. If this were the case, might the interference with 
the growth of the ovum at an early period of its de- 
velopment have caused its degeneration into a vesicu- 
lar mole? 

Dr. Warner agreed with Dr. P., in thinking the mass 
which came away from the patient was merely mem- 
branous. He thought, if pregnancy had existed, the 
treatment would necessarily have induced abortion. 

Dr. Brown stated that he had more than once had 
patients go on to the full term of pregnancy without 



Digitized by 



Google 



1870.] Proceedings of the Society. 9 

any trouble, where he had himself passed the sound in 
the earlier months, there being no reason to suppose 
pregnancy present. 

Dr. Storer was satisfied that sufficiently great care 
was not ordinarily taken with regard to the question of 
the existence of pregnancy. He had referred to this 
point in a paper read, several years since, before the 
Massachusetts Medical Society, upon the unintentional 
abetment of criminal abortion by medical men.* In 
answer to Dr. Pinkham's inquiries, he would say that 
he thought, 

1. That pregnancy in the earlier months might be, 
and often was, undetected. 

2. That it could easily have existed in the present 
case during the first two months of treatment without 
an abortion, and 

3. That disturbance of the ovum might, without de- 
stroying its vitality, yet cause almost any kind of error 
of development. 

Dr. Pinkham read a carefully prepared and very in- 
teresting paper based upon a case of 

GBURAL PHLEBITIS 

occurring in his practice. 

[This paper was published in the Jonmal of the Society for September^ 1869.] 

Dr. Wheeler referred to the variety of opinions which 
have been expressed regarding the causation of this 
disease. 

Dr. Sullivan had usually found it occurring in cases 
of an anaemic character. He had seldom, however, been 
satisfied regarding its ultimate pathological character. 
Dr. Pinkham's reasons against accepting the view of 

•New York Medical Journal, Sept, 1866, p. 422. 
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embolism in the case reported by him were certainly 
entitled to a great deal of weight. 
Dr. Wheeler reported a case of 

OVAKIOTOMY FATAL FBOM SHOOK. 

Miss F., aged eighteen years, some two years since 
noticed a gradual enlargement of the abdomen. General 
health not much impaired, until within the last six 
months the distention has increased enormously. The 
stomach became irritable, at times rejecting food, and 
she complained of her head, and difficulty of breathing 
in the recumbent position. Examination of the abdo- 
men by percussion and position gave the suspicion of 
ascites, with a large unilocular ovarian cyst. Examina- 
tion by the vagina seemed to point to the same diagno- 
sis. 

But when the section was made, which was done 
with the assistance of Drs.. H. E. Storer, Bixby, and 
Bean, there was found, upon opening the peritoneal cav- 
ity, some four quarts of fluid denser than that ordinarily 
foimd in ascites, and greatly resembling the simple syrup 
of the apothecary shops. Evidently the walls of a 
large cyst had given way, and allowed its contents to 
escape. There was present a multilocular tumor of 
large size, the fluid and cyst weighing some forty 
pounds. The patient took the ether pleasantly, and 
passed through the operation well. When she recov- 
ered from the efiects of the anaesthetic, she recognized 
her friends, and expressed great relief to think that the 
operation was over. She remained as comfortable as 
patients generally are after a severe operation, for some 
three hours. She had a suppository of a third of a 
grain of sulphate of morphia, and at times a little brandy 
and water. At about the end of the third hour, all at 
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once pain suddenly seized her in the region of the pelvis, 
and recurred at short intervals; the pulse began to fail, 
and she sank in about thirty minutes, apparently dying 
from shock, and exhaustion following the pain. 

Dr. Sullivan mentioned a case of his own, where the 
canula was left permanently in situ after ovarian tap- 
ping, with perfect recovery. The patient subsequently 
died of another disease, and at the autopsy the cyst 
was found almost entirely destroyed. 

Dr. Storer presented a photograph of a living speci- 
men of ^ 

SPUMOUS HERMAPHRODmSM 

« 

in the bull, now being exhibited in Boston. The ani- 
mal is adult, from Canada; the penis is well developed, 
and the testicles of good size, not descended into the 
scrotum, but symmetrically disposed laterally, and plainly 
to be felt. There is a large and well-developed udder, 
occupying the usual position of the scrotum, freely se- 
creting milk, and 'yielding, it is said, some four quarts 
daily. The condition is evidently that described by 
Simpson in his treatise on Hermaphroditism, in the fol- 
lowing language :— 

"There is another variety of malformation of the 
male parts occasionally found in quadrupeds, which is 
allied in its nature to the preceding. In this second 
species, all the external male sexual organs are small; 
the short penis lies, when not in a state of erection, 
upon the posterior surface of the enlarged udder, and 
the imperfectly developed testicles are generally re- 
tained within the abdomen; or, if they have passed out 
of that cavity, they are found situated in the substance of 
the udder. The vasa deferentia, prostate, and Cowper's 
glands, are usually of their normal size and appearance. 
This imperfect hermaphroditic formation appears to be 
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not rare among horses, several instances of it in this 
animal having been now described by Arnaud, Gohier, 
Pallas, Virey, and Gurlt. Anselmo and Lecoq have 
met with this variety of malformation in the bull; and 
Sanford has described an instance in the calf, which 
seems referable to the same head. Gurlt also notices 
the preparation of an analogous case in the calf, as pre- 
served in the museum at Berlin." * 

Nominations were made and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Membership. 

Adjourned. 



VOURTBENTH RBGULAB MBBTIlfG, JULT fO| 1869* 

The fourteenth regular meeting of the Society was 
held on the afternoon of July 20th, at Hotel Pelham, 
Dr. Sullivan in the chair. Present, Drs. Sullivan, 
Warner, Bixby, Campbell, Dutton, and H. R. Storer, 
and Drs. Perry, of Providence, R. I., and Nye, of Lynn, 
Corresponding Members. 

The Secretary read letters from Drs. Edouard Martin, 
of Berlin, and Fleetwood Churchill, of Dublin, Honor- 
ary Members, and Protheroe Smith, of London; J. H. 
Aveling, of Rochester, England; A. Gusserow, of Zu- 
rich; J. W. Parsons, of Portsmouth, iKT. H.; D. Mc- 
Ruer, of Bangor, Me.; A. Smith, of Peterboro, iKT. H.; 
and Ellerslie Wallace, of Philadelphia, Pa., Corre- 
sponding Members; severally acknowledging, their elec- 
tion to the Society. He also exhibited photographs of 
Drs. Protheroe Smith, Aveling, Wallace, A. Smith, 
Vermyne, of Holland, and Churchill, received since the 
last meeting, — the latter of these gentlemen being rep- 

• Obrtetrio Worki, II., p. 226. 
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resented in his full robes as President of the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians of Ireland, 

The following donations to the library were an- 
nounced: from Dr. Protheroe Smith, of London, his 
monographs upon the treatment of Flexions of the 
Uterus by means of an Elastic Pessary, and upon Bro- 
mide and Bibromide of Mercury as Therapeutic Agents; 
from Dr. McClintock, of Dublin, papers on Laceration 
of the Vagina in the Course of Labor, on an Epidemic 
of Puerperal Fever occurring at the Dublin Lying-in- 
Hospital, on the Spontaneous Elimination of Uterine 
Tumors, a Memorial of the late Dr. S. L. Hardy, and the 
Annual Address before the Dublin Obstetrical Society, 
for 1867, severally by himself; from Dr. Churchill, of 
Dublin, his address before the Medical Society of the 
College of Physicians of Ireland, in 1868, and his paper 
read at the Dublin Chutch Congi*ess; from Dr. Gus- 
serow, of Zurich, the following memoirs, — a report of 
two cases of Ovariotomy, and papers upon the iKTormal 
Site of the Placenta, and Prolapse of the Gravid Uterus, 
by himself, and an article upon Papilloma of both 
Ovaries by Drs. GusserOw and A. J. Eberth, both of 
them Professors in Zuiich. Also from the same gen- 
tleman, the report of a case of Extra-Uterine Preg- 
nancy, it being the Inaugural Dissertation read before 
the University of Zurich, by Jacob Hess, on Feb. 20th, 
1869; and a volume of so-called Occasional Communica- 
tions by Prof. Gusserow, consisting of papers upon Ex- 
tirpation of an Interstitial Uterine Myoma, Pneumonia 
in Pregnancy, and Heus in Childbed. 

The Committee upon Membership having reported 
favorably, the gentlemen nominated at the last meeting 
were ballotted for and elected. 

Dr. Bixby reported upon the pathological specimen 
submitted to him at the last meeting from Dr. Brown's 
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patient, who diecl from tetanns, and showed the whole 
lining membrane of the uterus in a highly inflamed and 
suppurative condition. 

Dr. B. referred in his communication to a paper upon 
the nature and cause of tetanus by Prof. Bilroth of 
Vienna, contained in the St. Louis Med. and Surgical 
Journal for July, 1869, and read portions therefrom, to 
the effect that tetanus is hot an affection of the nerves, 
but a blood disease or septic poisoning. 

Dr. Nye reported the following case of 

IKTBA-UTERINE POLYPUS. 

Mrs. 1?.y aged forty-eight years, has had four chil- 
dren; never miscarried; good constitution; bilious tem- 
perament; often reduced by overwork. For ten years 
past has had severe attacks of pain in the womb, and 
hemorrhage. There was a perceptible enlargement of 
the uterus. It could be distinctly felt above the brim 
of the pelvis, anteverted, resting on the symphysis and 
bladder, the os being pressed firmly against the rectum, 
low down in the hollow of the sacrum, making both de- 
fecation and urination difficult. 

Several physicians saw her, and diagnosticated a 
fibrous enlargement * of the uterus, admitting of no 
remedy. 

In Aug., 1863, after great fatigue and mental anxiety 
caused by sickness in her family, she had an attack of 
pain and hemorrhage of severe character. The hemor- 
rhage yielded to the influence of ergot and gallic acid, 
but the pain continued, and temporary relief was ob- 
tained by the subcutaneous use of morphine. 

On Oct. 3d, she had become very anaemic and weak. 
Dr. H. R. Storer was therefore sent for. He diagnos- 
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ticated an intra-uterine polypus, and advised dilatation 
of the OS by sponge tents. 

Dilatation having been effected, Dr. INTye had the 
satisfaction of finding a fibrous polypus within the cav- 
ity of the uterus, with its pedicle attached to the fundus. 
The polypus was removed by Dr. Storer, on Nov. 3d, 
by the ecraseur. She has gradually unproved since the 
operation, and is now, July 20th, 1869, about the house, 
and able to ride out. 

Dr. Sullivan presented a full report of the case of 

CUKE OP AN OVARIAN OYST BY A PERMANENT OAN- 

ULA, 

referred to by him at the last meeting. 

[This paper was pablished in the Joarnal of the Society for September, 
1869.] 

The Secretary read from a letter by Dr. Charles 
E. Allen, of Claremont, if. H., as follows, concerning 

EROTOMANIA. 

" In reading the first nmnber of the GynsBCological 
Journal, I found a chapter headed ^Obstinate Ero- 
tomania,' which attracted my attention, from the fact 
that I have had for some time a lady under my care 
afflicted with the same malady. She is twenty-two 
years of age, of a nervous temperament, quick imagi- 
nation, etc. As near as I can ascertain, the morbid de- 
sire was first brought about by masturbation, com- 
menced five years ago. She has had coitus with two or 
three difierent persons within the last two or three years, 
by advice of a certain physician of this State,- with the 
idea that it might be her salvation; but it has proved 
useless, from the fact that those employed could not ex- 
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ert themselves half enough for her satisfaction. I have 
made a thorough examination, and find the uterus well 
formed, and in a proper position. There were asca- 
rides in the rectum, and I removed these, but without 
relief. The clitoris and nymphse are of not more than 
ordinary size. Immediately after the catamenial flow 
ceases, she suffers exceedingly, the desire gradually de- 
creasing untU the next flow again brings with it the 
dreaded mania. Her parents have now left her entirely 
with me, to do as I think best, and she herself begs me 
to have recourse to anything that may put her out of 
her misery. Now, any treatment that may be proposed 
by members of the Society I shall be pleased to test 
faithfully, and to report the results.^' 

Dr. Perry remarked that in his own experience cases 
of nymphomania were very rare. He thought that in 
twenty-five years^ practice, he had seen but two instan- 
ces of the kind. 

Dr. Sullivan was inclined to think that the most suc- 
cessful treatment in many instances was to allow ex- 
cessive intercourse. 

Dr. Perry called attention to the risk of applications 
of nitrate of silver to the os uteri for the treatment of 
leucorrhoea. He had himself, in several instances, in- 
duced severe peritonitis by this practice, the patients 
all of them being in easy circumstances, and not likely 
to have over-exerted themselves afterwards. 

Dr. Bixby inquired if the applications referred to by 
Dr. Perry had been near the menstrual period. 

Dr. Perry replied that this point had not attracted 
his attention. 

Dr. Sullivan asked if the applications had been made 
at the patients' house, or at the oflice, requiring a walk 
home. 
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Dr. Perry answered that in some cases they had been 
at his office. 

Dr. Sullivan remarked that it had once been his mis- 
fortune to lose a patient from peritonitis, following the 
application of leeches to the os uteri. 

Dr. Perry suggested that the fatal result might per- 
haps have occurred if the leeches had not been applied; 
but Dr. Sullivan stated that the relation between cause 
and effect was unmistakable. 

Dr. Warner thought that the result had evidently 
followed a local attack of erysipelas from the leech 
bites, and stated that in one or two instances that he 
himself reported pelvic cellulitis had been occasioned. 

Dr. Perry asked if there could have been any decom- 
position of coagulated blood in the vagina. 

Dr. Sullivan said that he had been very careful not 
to use leeches after that time, having done so but once 
or twice. He scarified instead. 

Dr. Perry gave his experience concerning intra-uter- 
ine scarification, which he had found in many instances 
of great benefit. When it was first suggested to him 
by Dr. H. R. Storer, he was as much surprised as though 
he had been advised to scarify the cavity of the heart; 
but he had long since come to the conclusion that we 
had been too timid in uterine practice. In external 
scarification he was in the habit of employing Buttles' 
instrument, puncturing rather than incising. He had 
now discontinued the use of leeches. 

Dr. Nye, on the other hand, stated that he was in the 
habit of employing leeches very frequently, and had seen 
most excellent results. 

Dr. Campbell inquired if, in Dr. Sullivan's case, the 
peritonitis might not have been coming on, and its ex- 
plosion have been coincident with the application of the 
leeches. 

2 
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p. Sullivan thought not. 

p. Storer referred to the loss the Society had re- 
ly sustained in the death of Prof. C. D. Meigs, of 
a,delphia, an Honorary, and Prof. Alden March, of 
i.ny, a Corresponding Member, and dwelt in fitting 
s upon the work accomplished by the deceased for 
ace and Humanity. 

r. Storer presented photographs of two double mon- 
now exhibiting in Boston, the one of them occur- 
in the human species, and known as the Carolina 
irs, or twins, and the other in an adult cow. De- 
tions of these cases, with comments upon them, and 
aps a new explanation of the phenomenon of double 
strosity, he should be compelled to reserve for an- 
r meeting. 

^minations having been made, they were referred 
e Committee on Membership. 
\ Storer laid upon the President's desk a copy of 
first number of the Society's Journal, for July, 

ijoumed. 



THIBD 8PB0IAL MBBTIKO, JUVB 2, 1869. 

le Society met, on the afternoon of June 2d, pur- 
t to adjournment, to listen to the second lecture in 
3. R. Storer's course to physicians upon the treat- 
; of the Surgical Diseases of Women. 
•. Storer prefaced his remarks by alluding to the 
t importance of an appreciation of the points dis- 
jd at the conclusion of his opening lecture, towards 
3per understanding of the elements of success in 
aajor operations of surgery. Without their knowl- 
, success would be but a chance result, the excep- 
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tion and not the rule. This was even more 
dominal than of general surgery. Many of il 
were those of election, rather than of imme 
sity. There attached a weight of respons: 
early removal of ovarian tunjiors, for instanc 
centres of life were invaded hy pressure anc 
ondary causes, far greater in some respects 
in the treatment of sudden injuries, howevei 
might he; and yet there could be no doub 
erate early in these cases, before the gei 
had begun to fail, gave a greater chance of 
Preparation of the patient before an o; 
weeks or months of careful general reg 
special care, as in vesico-vaginal fistula; de 
her blood, and its enrichment, previous to t 
it, — these were matters of cardinal impoi 
equal in its value was the anticipation, by i 
of confinement to a couch, of the ephemen 
sure to follow an operation, and, however 
self, to increase the depressing effect. Tl: 
also of providing against shock during perl 
the operation, by keeping the circulation 
imiform, not so much by spurrijig the heart 
ministration of diffusible stimulants, as by 
tion of heat to the capillaries. And so wit 
the induction of anaesthesia; there was l 
choice as to the agent employed. In Boif 
neighborhood there existed a prejudice in fa 
very natural under all the circumstances; a 
was reason to believe that chloroform, with 
great or small, that have been attributed i 
reality safer than ether, in consequence of : 
lihood to cause nausea and retching, which ' 
as causing secondary hemorrhage and as 
or increasing general exhaustion. 
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After every severe pelvic operation, there was a 
gauntlet to be run, with several points of particular 
danger. Shock, primary and secondary hemorrhage, 
exhaustion or secondary collapse, peritonitis, septic»- 
mia, — these were each to be anticipated and guarded 
against. Every additional day that a patient survives 
an operation, ordinarily increases in geometrical ratio 
her chance of life. 

As to shock, there were elements not usually recog- 
nized. There was the chance of its being induced by 
the ansBSthetic, for even sulphuric ether occasionally, 
however rarely, of itself produces death. There was 
again the risk that air might enter an opened vein, as 
has so often taken place during labor or an abortion. 
So apparently slight a cause as the application of reme- 
dies to the interior of the uterus may, througli its rela- 
tions to the sympathetic system, occasion sudden de- 
cease. Severe shock may attend the compression of 
nerves in the removal of an inverted uterus, during 
which little or no blood is ordinarily lost. It is often 
present where an abdominal tumor has been suddenly 
lifted from its bed, even if no steps have been taken for 
its removal; the effect evidently resulting from the 
changed condition of the nerves upon which it had long 
pressed. It would be seen that, in conducting therapeu- 
sis, a careful study and appreciation of these and simi- 
lar points were of inestimable value. To the chance of 
shock being increased or determined by carelessness, as 
by opening the peritoneal cavity when amputating the 
cervix uteri, or by discharging an ascitic abdomen with 
the patient in a sitting position, or by distending the 
uterus by an injection whose quick escape was for any 
reason prevented, he did not like to refer. 

Hemorrhage again, both primary and secondary, pre- 
sented the same fruitful field for thoughtful surgeons. 
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There was, he was accustomed to teach, little 
for deaths from primary hemorrhage during an 
tion, in subjects not already exhausted, nor cong< 
hemorrhagic, nor with tissues disorganized by 
nant disease. And yet such instances of sad mis 
tiu-e frequently occur, owing often to forgetful] 
the peculiar action of the ecraseur in drawing 
grasp outlying vessels, whose escaping extremil 
tract, and of the fact that a scalpel invites hemo 
while scissors to a certain extent prevent it. 
need that every surgeon shoidd possess sang-fi 
need hardly advert, and yet deaths too often 
that such, in an unexpected emergency, had be 
sent. 

Foremost in inducing secondary hemorrhage 
a single agent, the use by surgeons of organic 
tures, whether of vegetable or animal nature, — 
of a ruder and less skilful age. Externally a 
silk and other organic ligatures were necessar 
little setons, predisposing to, and invoking irr 
inflammation, and septicsBmia. Internally applie 
the depths of the abdominal cavity, it was possil 
in very exceptional cases silk might become 
lated by lymph, or be gradually disintegrated au 
or, as it has been said, absorbed; but ordinarily 
artificially withdrawn it would act as an irritam 
ever slowly, and escape through ulceration, into 
the mucous outlets, or into the surrounding cellu 
sue, there to give rise to an abscess, or what ha 
been called, in alj sincerity, a metastatic deposit 
the result of surgical fever through embolism. 

Dr. Storer had for several years discarded, not 
ligatures of silk, but silk sutures also. He used oi 
tallic wires or the acupressure pin; and he was s; 
that his results were far more speedy and satis 
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than he could otherwise have obtained. It was his pride 
that, for some classes of cases where primary hemor- 
rhage had formerly been the rule, he had been able to 
provide the profession, by his " clamp shield," with a 
means of almost certainly avoiding it. 

Secondary hemorrhage from the slipping of a liga- 
ture ought not to occur where that had been properly 
placed. There could be no doubt, however, and this re- 
mark applied also to, its occurrence from the sloughing 
of a vessel after its tying with silk, that were autopsies 
to be made oftener than they are, in cases of death after 
an operation, instances of avoidable decease would be 
found far more frequent than was now supposed. 

Death from exhaustion we should suppose always 
guarded against, so far as possible, by previous care as 
to the general constitutional condition of the patient, as 
to the several steps of the operation, and as to the char- 
acter of the ansBsthetic employed. "Where the condition 
of so-called secondary collapse, or latent or masked 
shock, from this cause, obtains, it is at times very 
difficult to distinguish it from the somewhat similar 
state at times induced by embolism. The history 
of the case must of course in great measure decide 
this question, as it will also that of treatment, which 
thus far had too often proved futile. We could not re- 
sort to the galvanic battery, or to other powerful stimu- 
lants, with the same measure of anticipation as we could 
in primary shock; nor was there the same amount of 
benefit to be obtained by enemata of beef tea and 
brandy, or from hypodermic injections of ammonia or of 
quinine, after a patient was moribund, as if they had 
been employed at an earlier date. Too many surgeons 
starved their patients aft;er an operation; there was, he 
thought, a greater wisdom in keeping up a regular and 
sufficient supply of fuel in the vital ftimace than in 
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throwing in hodsful of material after the fin 
tically gone out. It must not be forgottc 
term exhaustion was often a misnomer. Th 
present was even oftener one of toxaemia t] 
mia, and the beneficial effect of agents like 
of iron and terebinthinates was not so mucl 
ing the nervous system, or giving stimulu 
crease of hsamatin to the blood, as Jfrom tl 
action induced of the kidney, and a corres] 
flux fi'om the circulation, of all poisonous or 
retained material. 

Again : peritonitis, so dreaded by most o 
not, as often supposed, a danger without 
appreciable laws of causation, increment, a 
tain extent, of prevention. It was, when i 
the localized explosion of a constitutional fa 
tical in its nature, for it was intercommun 
erysipelas and puerperal and surgical fever, : 
exist in a subacute form, for a long peri< 
very considerable extent, without even being 
or even suspected. It was just as it was wi 
inflammations of the thoracic cavity; aut( 
constantly revealing the evidence of pleural 
itoneal inflammations long by-gone, which 
supposed in the one case a neuralgic pleur 
in the other colonic or other intestinal irrital 
tonitis, like the rest of the surgical danger-p 
be recognized as to its probable time of occi 
all things predisposing to it should be syi 
avoided. It had been stated that an indue 
after an operation greatly increases the chaiK 
ery; the fact that an accidental one then oci 
favorable had long been recognized, but not 
Tympany had also, on the other hand, been 
at once an unfortunate effect and cause of p< 
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flammation; but few surgeons had recollected that to se- 
cure complete cleanliness of the intestinal canal previous 
to an operation, and the absence of all scybalous masses 
that might act as foci of irritation subsequent to it, was 
an admirable way of preventing abnormal gaseous se- 
cretion from the intestinal coats, outward pressure there- 
from, the dangerous dance of borborygmi, and the suf- 
fering caused by prevention of their escape. 

It was strange again, after the warning voices that 
had been raised, that so many surgeons allowed them- 
selves to vaccinate their patients with the leaven of 
death, as they were always liable to do where they went 
from a case of erysipelas, surgical fever, or peritonitis to 
another surgical patient. When lecturing formerly to 
his Midwifery class. Dr. Storer was accustomed to caU 
it malpractice when the attendant upon a case of puer- 
peral fever delivered another lying-in woman, so great 
were the dangers of septic inoculation by the hand of 
the accoucheur. What was here true was equally so 
of the surgeon in general practice who was also accou- 
cheur, in communities where a safer division of labor 
was possible, and of those who in attendance upon con- 
tagious or infectious disease did not lessen the risk, by 
the use of carbolic acid or other antitoxic, of their be- 
coming its common carriers. 

There were many points to which he had hardly the 
time to even refer, of interest and of saving importance 
in this matter of preventing peritonitis. In the case of 
abdominal tumors, for instance, — and what he was to say 
had its bearing also upon certain cases of death from 
hemorrhage, — how very easy it was to plunge a trocar 
into a supposed ascitic effusion or ovarian cyst, to get 
no fluid, and to find, hours or days or even weeks after- 
wards, when death had ensued, that the tumor had 
been a fibro-cyst of the uterus; that a fatal effusion of 
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blood had occurred, or that inflammation, arising at the 
puncture, had involved the whole peritoneum. Of the 
occurrence supposed. Dr. Storer was sorry to say, he 
had known more than one inexcusable illustration. 
Again, he had seen a distinguished hospital surgeon 
sweep his hand, armed with a heavy finger ring of ir- 
regular outline, in various directions within the abdomi- 
nal cavity for several minutes, the rough metal in im- 
mediate contact with the peritoneal membrane; death 
followed. He had repeatedly seen whole bunches of 
intestine escaping from the abdominal cavity, hastily 
gathered up and packed back like so much straw, with- 
out the slightest attention to the chance of strangulation 
from twisting of the loops upon each other, and he had 
no doubt that this also was a frequent, though unrecog- 
nized, cause of death. It was unnecessary, it would 
seem, to allude to cases, of which there were unfortu- 
nately several on record, where sponges and bits of flan- 
nel have been carelessly left within the abdomen, caus- 
ing death; but he had seen, more than once, surgeons of 
repute using among the intestines bits of sponge, fresh 
from sale, which were still filled with the loose and an- 
gular bits of calcareous concretion that they had brought 
from their bed at the bottom of the sea. Let no man 
call such matters as these of trivial importance; for 
upon such trifles hang the issues of life and death. 

Should a desperate condition of pelvic inflammation 
be present, local as well as constitutional measures must 
not be lost sight of. The surgeon should never de- 
spair so long as his patient breathes, nor even then if 
the pulse still beat. To reopen the abdomen, if a sec- 
tion has been made, and, if not, to make one, and thus 
discharge the products of inflammation, and, if thought 
indicated, to apply to the diseased parts direct medica- 
tion, as by a weak solution of carbolic acid, or a simple 
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stream of tepid water, are instances in point, of ready 
wit made successful master of the situation; as is true 
also of applying artificial suction to the rectal bougie 
when failing to relieve tympany, and a resort to the 
vicarious transfusion of blood to avert death from hem- 
orrhage or toxaamia. 

Lastly, in his enumeration of the perils environing 
each surgical case, he would again speak briefly of sep- 
ticaemia. In the previous lecture he had discussed its 
nature, the abstract method of its causation, and the 
general theory of its rational treatment. Of what use, 
however, to understand all this, if in practice one fol- 
lowed the usual carelessness or stubbornness of the day, 
and left the material of decay and death in direct con- 
tact with active or even partially benumbed absorbents? 
To point this language, he need merely refer to the 
general use of organic ligatures, to which he had al- 
ready alluded; to the heedless way in which in abdom- 
inal sections the contents of ovarian cysts were allowed 
to escape into the peritoneal cavity, and the slovenly 
manner in which these and coagula were but attempted 
to be removed; to the still too common and compara- 
tively very dangerous custom of removing uterine and 
vaginal polypi and hemorrhoids by ligatm^e; and the 
equally reprehensible fashion of neglecting to diagnos- 
ticate the presence of a collection of pus, and, having 
discovered it, to wait for its spontaneous discharge. 
Meanwhile in many cases, especially of pelvic cellulitis, 
or parametritis, the patient died. To the use of the 
exploring trocar he should hereafter repeatedly allude. 
He would here merely add that the prevention of septi- 
cadmia, as of all other surgical perils, was far more cred- 
itable than its cure. 

Incidentally, mention had been made of certain grave 
errors of diagnosis. Such errors in surgical treatment 
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were far more common than should nov 
"When less was known of gynsBCology, tl 
certain extent pardonable, though the gr< 
error sometunes forbade even this excuse 
it was possible, for all who chose, to recei 
and that it was incumbent, upon those 
expert in this department, to know at le 
mental principles, there should be less ] 
for many of the cases that occurred. Wl 
decide when practitioners of the sister art 
pulled down a loop of intestine through a 
rent in the uterine wall, thinking it the w 
as they sometimes did; or when they an 
arms at the shoulder, instead of changing 
tion by rotating the child? 

Such malpractice brought the ignorar 
attendant to grief; his purse was mulctec 
tation as a practitioner ruined. Was he g 
he said that such should occur to gynaacol 
inally failing in their duty? Abortions yi 
imintentionally occasioned through carele 
hardiness of manipulation, or through nc] 
taining the history of the patient. It ^ 
such cases to satisfy the community that t 
no evil intent. 

He had already mentioned several insts 
ble risks having been added to those usui 
operations, by the carelessness of the e 
abdomen had been opened for supposed t 
find none present, and this even in the prj 
anaesthesia. It had been opened more th^ 
neighborhood, and that not long since, tc 
a pregnant uterus, and in a late case in tl 
to reveal pelvic cellulitis. The distendec 
been repeatedly punctured for supposed i 
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a cyst, and in the same way had the foetus in utero 
in stabbed to death by the trocar. Vesico-vaginal 
ulsB had been closed in ignorance that the urethra 
3 impervious. The contents of hernial sacs had been 
ped for abscesses. The uterus had been gashed and 
rred for spasmodic strictures, supposed organic, and 
displacements perfectly remediable otherwise. Pel- 

cellulitis was constantly being induced by the im- 
per use of pessaries, and vaginal adhesions, even to 
iplete atresia, by the unnecessary or unskilful em- 
jnment of caustics. 

^nd as bad as all this, or even worse, patients were 
ly allowed to die, whose cases were perfectly cura- 

because their surgeons, even if understanding the 
3 C of gynsBcology, did not dare by an operation to 
e them a reasonable chance of life. Sins of omission 
surgery like these were as bad as the worst ones of 
imission. 

i^rom considering errors of diagnosis and of treafc- 
it; he naturally passed to the methods of their 
idance. 
)iagnosis in gynsBCology was du'ect and differential; 

latter was as interesting and as necessary as the 
ner. Both were too often neglected; the attendants, 
ler from ignorance or fear lest they should receive 
ir discharge if proposing an examination, were satis- 

with guessing at the character of the disease, and 
ardingly, from the peculiarly unreliable character of 
reflex symptoms of pelvic lesions, they much more 
[uently gave a wrong diagnosis than a correct 

^here were various methods to be employed. The 
e of them that were resorted to in any given exam- 
ion, the more satisfactory was the result. 
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They were as follows: — 

!• External examination of the abd 
a. by inspection, ' 
h. by admeasurement, 

c. by palpation, with and wii 

d. by percussion, 

e. by auscultation. 

2. Internal examination of the pelv 
a. by inspection; 
€u vulval, 
direct, 
for chancres an( 
epithelial fis 
ascarides,et 
labial, nym 
and uretl 
indirect, 

by eversion froi 
turn. 
p. vaginal, 

by retractors, 
fenestrated and 
tubular specula 
the results obtained 
color, 
eruptions, 
abrasions and ul( 
fistulous opening 
the source of leuc 
orrhage. 
f. rectal, 

1'. even to the sigm 

rupture of sphu 

by the means an 

stated above 
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2'. anal; by eversion from within the 
vagina. 
d. intra-uterine, 

by endoscope, 
f. vesical, 
by do. 
i. by admeasurement; 
a. of vagina, 
by finger, 
callipers. 
/9. of uterus, 

by the sound. 
c. by palpation (digital); 
a. of vulva, 

presence or absence of hymen, 

of perineum, 
condition and situation of meatus, 
tendency to orgasm, 

intentional, 
uncontrollable. 
p. of vagina, 
V. tonicity, 

undue dilatation, 

from muscular paralysis, 
rupture of perineum, 
spasm, 

vaginismus, 
of inferior muscular fibres, 
superior " " 

2'. atresia, 

partial, 
complete. 
3^. temperature. 
4tf. dryness. 
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5\ local seni 
&. conditioi] 
Ob 
as rej 



7\ state of o 

8'. presence 

vaginal 

fibrous I 

ovarian 

dis 

eye 

f. of rectum, 

internal he 

polypi, 

malignant 

presence o 

outlying ti 

d. by palpation (by 

position of ut( 

length of cavil 

state of " 

hemorr 

pus, etA 

sensitiveness, 

presence of st 

tonicity of spl 

thickness of v 

presence of t 

ter, wheth€ 
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mtra-mural ) 
inter-mural > fibroids, 
extra-mural ) 
ovarian, 

and Fallopian disease. 
6. by percussion; 
ballottement, 
physometra, 
hydrometra, 
retained menses, 
cysts. 
f. by auscultation; 

vaginal stethoscope. 
Combined external and internal examination: — 
term " bimanual ^^ faulty, 
a. abdomino-vaginal palpation; 
by two hands, 

hand and sound. 
J. abdomino-vaginal percussion; 
by two hands. 
Recto-vaginal palpation: — 
by two fingers, 
finger and sound. 
The use of the catheter: — 

tonicity of bladder, 
its size, 
direction, 

amount and condition of urine, 
foreign bodies, 
presence of uterus. 
Abdomino-vesical palpation: — 

by hand and catheter. 
Recto-vesical palpation. 
The use of the exploring trocar: — 
cysts. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1870. J Proceedings of the Society. 

thrombi, 

haBmatocele, 

istbscess. 

9. The use of dilatable tents : — 

sponge, 
sea-tangle, 
slippery-elm, 
hollow bags, 

caoutchouc, 

membrane. 

10. Internal illumination. 

11. The use of the microscope : — 

leucorrhoeal discharges, 
blenorrhoeal " 
spermatozoa. 

12. The use of chemical tests : — 

uterine and vaginal leucorrh 

13. Exploratory incision ; — 

of abdomen, 
labial tumors, 
hernia. 

The above skeleton, remarked Dr. Storer, 
intended to do more than give a general id( 
vastness of the science of gynsBCology. It was 
map, and an imperfect one, the outlines of whi« 
be filled in to a great extent, though but inci 
during the remaining lectures of the present c( 

There were many points concerning the d 
diagnosis, of great interest and practical impoi 
which there was only time for the moaj passing 
such were the necessity of ambidexterity upon 
of the surgeon, alike in examination and in o] 
the risks to which he was exposed, of digital i 
and septicsBmic infection, and of damage frc 
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sources, to his good name; the danger, unless his hands 
and instruments were kept scrupulously clean, of inoc- 
ulating the patient with specific or other virus; the ad- 
vantage of always preceding an examination with the 
speculum by careful palpation, both by the vagina and 
abdomen, and these combined; the benefit, in the case 
of nervous patients and abdominal enlargements, of em- 
ploying an ansBsthetic; the need of care with referenced 
to the presence of pregnancy, and to the patient's moral 
welfare; the proper methods of making instrumental 
examination, the errors of observation liable to be made, 
and the physical injuries to be avoided. 

It would thus be perceived that the whole of the 
twelve lectures that were to be devoted to the general 
subject of Pelvic Surgery might profitably be employed 
upon its very threshold. 



THE INTER-DEPENDENCE OF DISEASES OF THE TEETH 
AND OF THE FEMALE PELVIC ORGANS. 

By K. W. HAWE8, Boston, 
Demoiutrator of Operative DentLstry in Hanrard Univertltj. 

[CowMwmieatediothfiSooUtif, and read Nov, 2tWdQ.} 

The reflex influence produced by diseased teeth 
opens a subject so patent to the Medical and Dental 
professions, that I feel my inability to inspire new- 
thought upon the universally accepted fact, that disease 
in one organ may and does excite sympathy in contiguous 
or remote parts of the physical apparatus. Though the 
teeth are classed among the ^ superfluous organs," yet 
in their disease it has been shown that they exert a 
vital influence upon the whole living system. Among 
the affections enumerated by Dr. Fitch, in one of his 
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dental works, as occasioned by diseased teeth, are 
phthisis pnhnonalis, dyspepsia, inflammation of the eyes, 
epilepsy, hysteria, hypochondriasis, rheumatic afltections, 
tic doloreox, etc.j and he asks, in speaking of alarm- 
ing diseases as being produced by slight causes, ^ Is it 
unfair, or unreasonable, to suppose that a diseased state 
of the teeth, or their being in a state of putrefaction and 
constant irritation and inflammation, should at times 
produce the most fatal diseases in the general system?^' 
Now, it is not necessary that they should be in a 
state of putrefaction to engender diseased influence; I 
at one time called upon a medical firiend suffering from 
neuralgia, as he said, and remarking, that he ^^ was 
sorely afficted.at times,'' and had exhausted the whole 
list of anodynes, and found but temporary relief. I 
questioned him in regard to his teeth, eliciting the re- 
ply, that they were ^ sound as a nut, every one of them.'' 
On my persisting, he suffered me to make an examina- 
tion, which resulted in the discovery of a left superior 
bicuspid root entirely covered by a healthy-appearing 
gum. This root was not purulent, or even unhealthy 
to the eye, but its removal put an end to his neuralgic 
sufferings, and fully converted him to belief in reflex 
influences of the teeth. Neither is it necessary that the 
teeth should be painful, to create disease. Is it uncom- 
mon for painless tumors to occasion death; or for for- 
eign and effete matter to produce the same result, even 
when entirely unsuspected as the cause, until this is de- 
veloped by autopsy? I could relate several cases where 
marked and immediate improvement in health has fol- 
lowed the removal of diseased teeth, whose influence 
has not been suspected. I will cite but one in- 
stance. About seven years ago, a lady called upon 
me for advice respecting her teeth. She had suffered 
long from dyspepsia, had a hacking cough and hectic 
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fever, was exceedingly nervous, and of course some- 
what emaciated. There was not a sound tooth to be 
found; her gums were inflamed and putrid, with pus 
exuding from around nearly all her teeth. I at once 
advised their removal, and the adjustment of an artifi- 
cial set. She questioned the propriety of going to the 
expense, inasmuch as her health was so precarious that 
she did not expect to live long. I dwelt upon the prob- 
ability of an improvement in the general health after 
release from her teeth, and finally persuaded her to sub- 
mit to the operation. The next day she came in and 
allowed me to extract her teeth, — twenty-eight in all, — 
without ansBsthesia, and thus remove the cause of all, 
her infirmities, as was subsequently demonstrated by 
her speedy return to health. I saw her a few days 
ago, and she said she had ^^ not been sick a day since I 
took her teeth away.'* 

Who can doubt the pernicious and even fatal eflFect 
of the masses of disease that exist in some mouths, 
when we consider their contaminating influence over 
twenty thousand inspirations every twenty-four hours, 
of heaven's purifier to life itself, the blood, or the nu- 
merous nervous disorders that arise from the teeth, too 
often the primary cause? Is it not startling that the 
medical profession pay so little attention to the teeth, 
when they consider that the dental nerves are derived 
from those usually denominated the superior and infe- 
rior maxillary, which are the second and third branches 
of the fifth pair? Do we not at once perceive the inti- 
mate connection between the teeth and the whole body? 
But I will not extend these remarks. It seems but 
necessary to call attention to the fact, and it will of 
itself excite prolific thought. 

In reversing the problem, with a few cursory infer- 
ences from gynaBcology, with regard to the reflex in- 
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fluence produced upon the teeth by an unhealthy 
uterus, I call to mind the expression of some writer, 
that every child costs its mother a tooth. Now, 
whether this trite saying be true or not, I know a 
mother whose teeth were pronounced past saving by 
a dentist over twenty years ago; she ceased child-bear- 
ing, passed the turn of life, and subsequently I filled 
her teeth, with the firm conviction that my labor was not 
lost. My impression is that the uterus plays a more im- 
portant part in the defection of the female teeth than is 
generally conceded. Dr. Hall says, ^^ There is scarcely 
a solid texture or fluid that is not altered from its 
healthy condition by amenorrhoea.'' Now, anything that 
would deplete the blood, or give rise to an unhealthy 
and vitiated secretion of the fluids of the mouth, must 
exert a deleterious effect upon the teeth, either by pro- 
ducing inflammation of the gums, or by making direct 
aggression upon the teeth themselves; and, as the fe- 
male teeth sufltermost, we must hold the uterus respon- 
sible for part, at least, of these influences upon them. 

After operating, some time since, for a lady, I 
flattered her with the remark that her teeth were much 
better than the average. A few months afterwards she 
called upon me, looking rather ansdmic. An examina- 
tion revealed a sad condition of her teeth, — her gums 
were swollen, turgid, and bleeding at the slightest touch, 
and her teeth badly decayed, particularly at the margin 
of the gums. I confessed my inability to understand 
the condition, but inquiry from her husband revealed 
the fact of a miscarriage, and to this I attributed the 
erosion of her teeth. Was not my inference correct? 
Erosion of the teeth is obviously the result of the cor- 
rosive menstrua that come into contact with them, — the 
acid principle being the active agent generally, if not 
always. I knew a lady, who died from cancer of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



Dental and Uterine Sympathies. [Jan., 

, whose teeth during the last few weeks of her 
jre literally washed away, Now, what caused this 
ant secretion of acid, if not the diseased uterus? 
1 there have been the same secretion had the dis- 
een elsewhere situated? Is not the uterus, when 
ed, prone to produce a condition of things favor- 
er the destruction of the teeth? And is not the 

in a condition to exert a depraved influence upon 
lids during nearly two months in the year, con- 
g to the menstrual periods? Does not the off- 

of a mother, sufiering from any of the innumer- 
iseases of the' pelvic organs, inherit an imperfect 
il organization, to hand down even to the third 
urth generation? I suppose that a child properly 
[it into existence, and endowed with an unim- 

vital fluid, might live on like Methuselah, and 
)s forget to die, unless by accident, or another 

Some one has said that the original impartation 
is from the father, but the development depends 
he mother; and if she be healthy and robust, the 
will be so, too, almost regardless of the father^s 
[ue. Certainly we know that the child inherits a 
)r bad set of teeth from the maternal, rather than 
tternal parent, and that the teeth are much af- 
> even where a wet nurse is employed, in conformity 
lie condition of her teeth. To end this digression, 
>ne of those who do not consider that the organs 
(reduction were ever designed for a source of 
ment merely, but for the specific object of replen- 

the earth; and I sincerely believe that their abuse 
primary cause of a great part of the disease, con- 
1 or inherited, to which flesh is heir. Would that 
competent hand would properly treat this subject 
5 good of a common humanity 1 It might disgust 
I, or shock a Joseph; but let the one exempt from 
IS referred to, cast the first stone. 
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SPECIALISM AND ESPECIALISM ; THEIR RESPEC 
RELATIONS TO THE PROFESSION. 

Bt Hobatio R. Stober. 

lRtadh^<n^ihM American Mtdki(aA9$ociaH«m, at BoHon^JuneS^mStimdHU 

publiaked,*] 

The undersigned, a member of the Committee 
Specialists, and their relations to the Medical Profi 
has found himself unable to sign the report prei 
by its chairman.! From the position, however, t 
himself occupies, not merely as a specialist, but i 
of the only two practitioners in this country, so 
he is aware, in regular standing in the professioi 
are as yet wholly devoted to the treatment of th 
cases of women, — a specialist claiming for a I 
hitherto supposed the peculiar province of char] 
its practical recognition as alegitimate field of la 
he cannot consistently by silence allow it to be in 
either that he endorses entirely the report refen 
or that he will acknowledge his own course, in b 
ing the position of a specialist in the profession, t 
been unwise or improper. 

To a portion of the propositions of Dr. Homl 
assent must be freely rendered by every phUosc 
or impartial mind. It cannot be denied, 

I. That a specialist, if master of his art, — ai 
means no one-sided bigotry, or routinism, — sho 
more likely than the general practitioner to treai 
fully and therefore successfully, those classes of c 
to which he is devoted. 

n. That for the same reason, it is by the sp€ 
that in his own department science is most likel^^ 

*The abore paper is the *' Second Report '^ upon the general subject of Sp< 
Kedlcine, rendered to the Amerioan Medical Association in 1865, to which we i 
one of oor editorials last month. It discnsses points interesting to gynsBOologisti. 

t Dr. Julias Homberger, then of New York. 
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advanced; and thus, it is clear, would be conferred a 
twofold benefit, both upon 

a. the community, and 

i. the profession. 

It will be seen that in the above summary any advan- 
tage, direct or indirect, that may accrue to the special- 
ist himself is eliminated; for it is the interests of the 
profession and of the community that are first to be 
considered upon this occasion. The abstract question 
is upon the merits and demerits of specialism as for the 
good of the whole, and not of the individual. We may 
grant that there may exist advantage for him also; but 
this is to be considered only as the reward for an 
amount of laborious and costly preparation, such as few 
men have the means, the patience, the persistent devo- 
tion to make, and at the present day at least, for the 
distrust, and possibly the disparagement or obloquy, 
that every specialist is likely to incur at the commence- 
ment of his career. 

m. If the specialist, on the one hand, provided he is 
a thoroughly competent and skilful practitioner, and 
withal a gentleman, in the largest and most honorable 
signification of that term, — and it is manifestly not im- 
possible for these several attributes to be combined in a 
single individual, — confers a benefit alike upon the 
community and the profession to which he belongs, so, 
on the other hand, he is entitled from it to a certain meas- 
ure of respectful consideration. This belongs to him as 
an abstract right; it should be his also, freely, by cour- 
tesy. 

To what measure this courtesy, sanctioned by inhe- 
rent right, should extend, is a question we shall soon 
consider. 

IV. The specialist, unlike the general practitioner, 
draws of necessity a large fraction, the majority or mi- 
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nority as the case may be, of his patients from ( 
towns or States, districts outlying those more pec 
the province of his neighbors. This is plainly and 
sarily the fact. For a specialist to attain a grea 
cess, speaking in a worldly sense, he must have i 
in a large city, and this a metropolis, draining fr< 
►position, and its facilities of intercourse, extensive 
of country. In cities, such is the effect of a gei 
competition, the influence of right example, and tt 
tual attrition of kindred minds working togeth( 
congenial atmosphere, that disease is more cai 
and thoroughly studied, its causation prevented, iti 
development checked, than in those wider sphei 
practice, where the eternal round of distant visitis 
town to town, or from hamlet to hamlet, leaves th< 
though ever so faithful drudge no time, from one 
end to the other, for the collation or comparison oi 
men's labors, or for much thought indeed up< 

OWOi. 

For success it is necessary that the specialist i 
be widely known; but how is this to be effected, 
himself directly, or solely through others? 

Thus far and in the general bearing of these pr 
tions, I cordially assent to the views of Dr. Homl 
I also agree with that gentleman in the belief th 
specialist has the abstract right to present himse 
business way to the conununity, if he can bring hiis 
solely to view his labors as a matter of mere bart 
sale; that he has that right, while it is a matter o 
whether by the course referred to he is thus to asi 
This question is one plamly for the individual i 
given case to decide. There are men with who 
acquisition of dollars and cents is in reality a vit 
cessity, from the circumstances of their families, o 
the existence of heavy debt incurred during t 
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nent of their education. There are others, drawn 
trong constitutional bias from the purer shrine of 
llo to that of Mammon. To such, were they gen- 
practitioners, there would be secret avenues enough 
ealth, from which if natural ethics and their relig- 
jould not turn them, all others, no matter of what or 
stringent code, would fail; and yet these men, so- 
is their scientific attainments and their esteem by 
' fellows are concerned, may stand, as they often do, 
le very head of the profession, 
lit there is a higher gain than that of lucre, and one 
he labor for which no honorable man need be 
med. To attain fame and earthly honor is no mean 
Ltion; to strive worthily to fill the highest niche, 
fully to work the largest field, first or most safely 
irry, by some new suggestion or some method of 
tice developed to its fullest extent, the boon of life 
le largest number, or to generations yet unborn, is a 
er aspiration still, beyond which man can hardly 
Can the profession, if this be in reality the end 
v^hich means otherwise in questionable taste are em- 
ed, consistently strive to prevent it? 
[) the Code of Ethics of the American Medical As- 
ition, we have all deliberately and in sincerity sub- 
bed. Did we mean by this, however, that we were 
ring merely into a compact, to presei*ve inviolate 
own and each other's pockets? Was it merely to 
I about ourselves a sacred wall by which to protect 
dignities, prerogatives, and especial privileges we 
I received from our fathers? Was it that we could 
trust each other, as has so often been asserted of 
kindred chain of enactments, the fee-table of what- 
State or district, by which those who from age or 
te are enabled to charge as largely for their ser- 
3 as they please, are made to appear anxious to pre- 
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vent their younger or less favored brethren from under- 
bidding them? 

On the contrary, the Code of Ethics is to be viewed 
as a concise statement, upon the part of the profession, 
of its creed, — its belief in certain saving elements of 
the highest-minded and most honorable professional 
character; a violation of any tenet of which is followed 
by marks of disfavor, not because the tenets in them- 
selves are penal, but because their violation is held to 
be evidence of a mind incapable of appreciating or pos- 
sessing the vital excellence they inculcate, and therefore 
unworthy of longer fellowship with those sound in prin- 
ciple and in practide. 

While, therefore, we may not recognize the right of 
any man or body of men to dictate to specialists or to 
general practitioners what they shall do or shall not do, 
in the mere matter of indicating to the profession or to 
the community the fact of their existence, and may 
claim that each one is perfectly competent to decide for 
himself in a matter of taste for which he will be judged 
at the safe bar of public opinion, — the verdict there given 
is one by which we may all of us be content to abide; 
and this verdict is not rendered by a single judge, or by 
a single neighborhood, or during a single year's space 
of time. 

The main question as to the position of specialists, 
and their relations to the profession, has already been 
decided by the course of events. Many very able men, 
strong mentally, and in the esteem of their fellows, have 
deliberately marked out for themselves the path which 
they are pursuing, and from which they- cannot now be 
diverted. Any legislation intended for this end would 
be simply retrospective, and while therefore unjust, 
wholly futile. 

The question as to the influence of specialists upon 
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the profession is also one that irrevocable time has taken 
from our hands. Many of the most active medical sci- 
entists of the present day, of the most authoritative 
teachers, whether as lecturers or writers, are from the 
class that would formerly have been stigmatized as men 
of one idea, whoj catching a glimpse of new truth in its 
mazy labyrinth, have patiently pursued it to its ultimate 
retreat, and there overtaken have compelled it to an un- 
conditional surrender, alike to the honor of the indi- 
vidual and of the profession at large. Is it asking too 
much to claim for such men that they are in reality the 
leaders of the profession, and that the mass of general 
practitioners, however excellently they may have assim- 
ilated to themselves the results of all past research, are 
but in reality the rank and file? 

And so again have we been spared all discussion of 
the question, whether the specialist who is successful in 
his branch of practice shall be favorably known by the 
community. In all departments of life it is true that 
men's works do praise them, and with approbation there 
almost surely come wealth and renown. The posses- 
sion of rank is no surer passport to high social stand- 
ing abroad, than among scientific men the fact of fellow- 
ship with certain academies, institutes, or societies, or 
among medical men the title of attendant at a hospital 
or teacher at some school, for it is well known that these 
are gifts hardly to be acquired by the ignorant or unde- 
serving, and surest of attainment by the possession of 
some special and peculiar excellence. Thus it is that 
the authority which moves the practice of the world 
is legitimately won and worn. Natura diccey obsta 
morborum pnndpiiSy and ne nimium medicate are 
mottoes that may make safe practitioners, but of 
themselves they are not suflScient foundation upon 
which to base a splendid medical or surgical renown* 
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For this, is required the simple but most weighty legend, 
non possum/as omnia. 

We cannot, it is true, excel in every branch of medi- 
cal and surgical science, but we each may do some one 
thing pre-eminently well. 

These questions being considered settled, and they 
cannot be gainsaid, what license shall be allowed to 
the specialist who desires rapidly to acquire fame, and 
its not always unpleasant concomitant, a fortune? 

It has already been intimated that this question must 
be left in great measure to each individual for his 
answer. The chairman of this committee has presented 
his views upon the subject with candor, perspicuity, and 
a large amount of vigorous logic; and yet, with due 
deference for his opinion, it may be that he has pushed 
his probe a little farther than the case, for diagnosis or 
for treatment, actually requires. 

A man has a perfect right, if he sees fit, to sweep the 
gutters for his living; and should he find gold therein, 
no one, so long as he does not infringe upon the rights 
of others, can or has business to say him nay. Still 
further, the more of decent and respectable men who 
take to such work, the less will there be left to outcasts. 
These remarks may apply to general advertising, but so 
far only does the comparison hold. The work in either 
of the above cases is merely a matter of taste, not for 
legislation. 

What shall be said of those gentlemen, who, like so 
many in this city, have been for years in the habit of 
inserting their cards as specialists, for the convenience 
of their fellow-practitioners at a distance, m the fly- 
leaves of medical journals? As one of the class re- 
ferred to, I shall speak as an individual, but have no 
doubt that I represent the opinions of my brethren. 

The action now spoken of is not merely an inherent 



Digitized by 



Google '-"^ 



Specialism and ^specialism [Jan.^ 

, to be exercised .or not at the discretion of the in- 
iial, but it is more beneficial to the profession at 

than to himself. It is a right at any rate, since it 
een so long exerted, that cannot now be withheld, 
is respect is it that the action of the State Medical 
ty of New York, to which reference has been made 
J report of the chairman, must be considered ob- 
nable. Its recommendations cannot, at any rate 
s region, be enforced; if pressed, they can only re- 
a professional schism, and by giving to specialists 
lasked notoriety, in ensuring for them a broad- 
idvertising to the community, which as at least one 
i will bring to them increased pecuniary gain. By 
united intimations upon the leaves of medical 
lals no ethical code is violated; careful examina- 
►f the pages referred to will prove this fact. There 
ach neither of letter nor spirit. As has been stated 
3 chairman, there are none with so much at stake 
ve the specialists, and their action must be scruti- 
in the light of the standing and the character of 
en themselves. 

las been thought by Dr. Homberger that the per- 
best fitted for special practice are those who have 

qualified themselves for it by a few years of gen- 
►ractice, feeling perhaps from the outset a peculiar 
st in their chosen theme, but allowing the length 
3ir probation to be governed by circumstances of 
ig character, — as in my own instance, to which I 
no hesitation in alluding, by the demands of health, 
aperative necessity of relinquishing all night work, 
latever kind, may yet leave a man fit for as many 
(vorking hours by day as any mortal ought to en- 
and may thus force him a year or two earlier into 
;he field he had intended eventually to occupy. 
3 belief that a thorough knowledge of general 
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practice is unnecessary for a skilled specialist we con- 
sider an erroneous one, and that this is in reality the 
weak point of our colleague's report. As to public 
advertisements, few of the fraternity will be likely to 
sound their own praises through the trumpet of the 
pres^ in so blatant a manner as the quack. As to less 
direct measures, it should be remembered that a man 
never thoroughly throws himself, heart and soul, into 
any special work, without its becoming, in a certain 
measure, part of himself, and himself of it. The con- 
stant inquiries made of him by other physicians, in 
person or by letter, compel him sooner or later^ of his 
own accord or solicited, to take position as a teacher, 
either in the lecture-room of a college, or through 
the medical press, and thus does his existence, his 
originality of thought, or his skill, become known to 
a wider and wider circle or in distant lands. 

The profession have little to fear on this score. The 
real risk is, as some ojCus special as well as general practi- 
tioners have all along feared and conceded, lest imperfect 
preparation or subsequent neglect should make a man 
one-sided, partial, and, in some degree, blind. This risk 
is lessened by a thorough knowledge of general princi- 
ples, gained by participation, for a longer or shorter pe- 
riod, in the manifold cares, duties, and labors of general 
medical and surgical practice. It is the specialist, if in 
reality prepared for his vocation, who is in fact the best 
general practitioner; for it is he who, bringing to each 
case the most rigorous methods of diagnosis and of 
treatment, must yet for his own reputation's sake, which 
becomes the more precious the more prominent it is, 
make them all subservient and wholly subject to the 
general principles upon which, as upon Heaven's first 
law, all diagnosis and treatment must depend. 

However improbable that a specialist can with safety 
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to himself and the community step at once from the 
schools into full and successful practice, we must yet 
confess that it is possible. In one of the departments, 
that of the ophthalmologists, there exist instances in 
this city, as doubtless in many others, to which we may 
all refer with pride. Grentlemen are of course at liberty 
to predict that, however equally armed he may be at 
first, the specialist will sooner or later reveal that at one 
or many points his strength is but weakness; but, on 
the other hand, it is he of all men for whose interest, for 
whose very safety it is, to keep himself in good gen- 
eral training. 

If there are benefits to the profession in having 
in our large cities corps of active, well-educated, 
thoroughly competent specialists, still more is it an ad- 
vantage that they should be solely devoted to their work, 
and have entirely relinquished general practice. There 
is all the diflTerence in the world between especial atten- 
tion to a special branch, and undivided attention thereto. 

The espedalist sits upon two stools, and therefore is 
not unlikely to fall, at least in so far as concerns the good 
will of his fellows; the true specialist upon but one, and 
upon that firmly. The especialist retains his hold upon 
general practice, to increase which, indeed, whether or 
not it be his aim, his especial branch most surely tends ; a 
fact which should be, as it often is, well understood by 
the general practitioner, who, by encouraging the es- 
pecial practitioner, by recommendation or otherwise, is 
in reality, to a certain extent, taking the bread from his 
own mouth, and from his family. 

To the specialist, upon the contrary, who has wholly 
relinquished general practice, this argument does not 
apply. Every man who refuses to attend to general 
practice, in reality strengthens the influence and in- 
creases the receipts of those who do; and this is one 
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reason, among very many others, why it is for their in- 
terest to encourage him. That the mass of the profes- 
sion have great reason to fear the espeeialist, that it is 
for their interest to oppose him, would seem a self-evi- 
dent proposition; that they should welcome the more 
general existence of specialists would seem as plain. 
For it is by these gentlemen that the real and most solid 
contributions to science are now being made; it is they 
to whom patients are sent from the longest distances, 
and who therefore widest extend the medical repute of 
the cities to which they belong; it is to them that 
the fehronic, intractable, inveterate, troublesome cases 
of disease, that so often weigh like incubi upon the gen- 
eral practitioner, are by him so gladly referred, with a 
sense of relief and of duty thus best performed. If the 
specialist does have the opportunity, as is so often 
grudgingly alleged, sooner to attam a reasonable in- 
come, it is he who for this very reason is better able 
than the mass of his fellows to^give to his profession 
those external marks of respect that in all other walks 
of life are prized and lauded by the men who do not 
themselves possess them. 

The specialist, then, from the niunber of his class, from 
their individual respectability and the work they are now 
accomplishing, must be acknowledged to have attained 
the right to legitimate recognition. Every year increases 
the list of those who have decided to confine them- 
selves to a sphere so limited that they can make them- 
selves its more perfect master. There are many more 
who still stand wavering upon the banks of the swelling 
tide, fearing to take the step that to some may indeed 
prove fatal, but to others gives passage to that promised 
land of their youthful dreams, wherein lie fame, rank, 
fortune. Here, as elsewhere, success is not for the faint 
of heart. Whatever a man is minded to do, if to this 
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he devotes his life, with sincerity, persistency, and true 
moral courage, he is sure, with whatever measure of 
external success, at least of one priceless treasure, — 
the approval of his own conscience. 

He is sure, besides, of the support of the profession. 
These are personal matters, affecting every one of us in 
smaller or greater degree; and in the discussion of a 
question so important, personal testimony is neither ir- 
relevant, conceited, or invidious. For one, I can only 
say that the bulk of my own practice comes to me di- 
rectly from medical men; it has always been so, and 
with each year I have the greater reason to be thank- 
ful that in this respect I had not misunderstood the 
signs of the times, and this in a department which even 
yet the profession are perhaps least inclined of all to 
acknowledge as legitimate. It is with private practices 
as with special hospitals, — if well conducted they will 
be recognized and supported by the profession at large. 

For this reason, were there none other, it would seem 
at least unadvisable for the specialist to make himself 
known through the means that are the only media open 
to acknowledged charlatans; a resort to which by any 
individual might appear to convey the tacit implication 
that the profession had generally withheld from him 
their confidence, — a fact that with each advancing year 
that gives to specialism its surer foothold would seem 
more and more well founded. The specialist, if a com- 
petent man, a sincere man, thoroughly devoted to his 
work, and withal a patient man, will be sure of his re- 
ward, through the most satisfactory of all channels, — 
the expressed approbation of his fellows in science 
and art. 

With these explanations, which seemed demanded by 
the importance of the subject in its every relation, alike 
to the profession and to the community; and without, 
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on the one hand, oflTensively denymg the jurisdiction of 
this court, which is indeed, though only, the exponent 
of professional opinion; or, on the other hand, urging 
it to formally rescind any section of its Code of Ethics, 
which was intended, as must be acknowledged, rather 
as an advisory than a compulsory guide,— it is recom- 
mended to the Association that the whole subject now 
under discussion be permanently laid upon the table; a 
course that best of all would tend to preserve profes- 
sional harmony, and would, as at present, leave each in- 
dividual free to judge for himself as to whether and to 
what extent he shall acknowledge specialists and special- 
ism, time being the most reliable arbiter. Thus quietly 
and practically would be conceded, what every special- 
ist will otherwise be sure to claim as his right, that each 
is free to exercise that taste in pursuing his own pro- 
fessional course which will mark him as being, or not, 
devoted to his noble work through higher than personal 
motives, a man of honor and a gentieman. 



EDITORIAL NOTES. 



We present this month a paper that attracted 
some attention when it was read to the American Med- 
ical Association several years ago, but whose publica- 
tion was prevented at the time by an adverse influence. 

Dr. Homberger, of New York, in his report as chair- 
man of the Committee upon Specialties, had taken very 
strong ground in favor of professional free trade. We 
dissented from our colleague. The remaining members 
of the committee, the late Drs. Thos. C. Brinsmade, of 
New York, and Worthington Hooker, of Connecticut, 
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refrained from an official expression of opinion. By 
one of those ingenious mancBUvres for which Dr. Hooker 
was so noted, the reports of Drs. Homberger and 
Storer were refeiTcd to the Committee upon Ethics, of 
which Dr. Hooker was also a member, with instruc- 
tions to report at the ensuing meeting. Of this com- 
mittee, by the decease of Dr. Lyndon A. Smith, of 
New Jersey, Dr. Hooker became chairman. He did 
not lose the opportunity thus given, of dealing at 
specialism the blow from the rear that he had not dared 
to give when face to face with the subject. For the 
report of 1866, Dr. Hooker was alone responsible, 
although it was signed in iaddition by a far abler man 
than himself. Dr. James Kennedy, of New York. Its 
arguments were specious, pointleers, and stale; just what 
might have been expected, however, from a mere book- 
wright, who, like a noted authority in this city, a pro- 
fessor in Harvard College, had gained for himself an 
undeserved reputation among strangers as a practitioner, 
from an exceedingly limited actual experience. Writ- 
ing physiological text-books for primary schools, just 
as writing rhyme, is not that work for the advancement 
of medical science which specialists have a right to de- 
mand from those who ridicule their own just claims. 

To the report referred to, as an offset, there was ap- 
pended a minority report by Dr. Bowditch, of Boston. 
It proved, for the two men ought not to be mentioned 
in the same breath, more than an answer to the inso- 
lence of Dr. Hooker. Those desiring, during the pres- 
ent troubling of the waters, to emulate the example of 
the gentleman from Connecticut, who so itched for no- 
toriety, will have the opportunity at Washington, next 
May, of receiving a like permanent cure. If less am- 
bitious, let them see to it that the parallel is not made 
complete. 
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At the t\¥ENTY-third re^lar mee 
ciety, held on Dec. 7, 1869, the foUoy/ 
were imanunously adopted: — 

Whereasy Whatever pertains to the 
hospitals for the msane is of especial in 
cologists, a larger proportion of insane 
curable than men; and 

WhereaSy The municipal authorities of 
hesitating in their selection of a new i 
Lunatic Hospital; and 

WTiereaSj Attempt^ have been mad 
parties to control their action through 1 
a strong ring of the general practitior 
roped in for the purpose; and 

WhereaSy The Winthrop 'Farm, so ci 
the possession of the city, has been pron< 
fit location for the new hospital, by sucl 
treatment of the insane as Drs. Nichols, 
D. C, Ives, of Nashville, Tenn., Butle 
Conn., Choate, of Taunton, and Walkei 
ton, who alone should be considered com 
in the matter; therefore, 

Hesolvedf That the Gynaecological Soc 
tests against the crude, hasty, g-nd triv 
pressed by Drs. Putnam, Buckingham, ai 
allowed by the city government to affe 
against the matui^ed and judicious ad 
superintendents, who have examined tl 
^ggested, and of the Board of Dire( 
Institutions, who have so long given the s 
fill attention. 

JResolvedy That a copy of this resolu 
BBs Honor the Mayor, the Aldermen ar 
Council of the City of Boston. 
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In July last, we prophesied that the city government 
of Boston had trouble for itself in store regarding the 
location of its new Lunatic Hospital. Had the medi- 
cal Mayor, Dr. Shurtleff, but displayed a little more 
decision of character, in any of the. many opportunities 
he has had to do so, our words might not have been 
verified. As it is, the tendency towards the selection 
of the farm at Winthrop, already owned by the. city, 
which we then advocated, has revived, and in counter- 
pressure, interested land-owners have been busily buy- 
ing up newspaper editors, vote-brokers, and, directly or 
indirectly, plastic medical men. A more sorry sight was 
never seen in this city than that presented by the pro- 
fessional flock thus led astray, headed as bell-wether 
by the present President of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society, the distinguished son-in-law of the late Dr. 
James Jackson, whose names but a few weeks since 
were paraded in the public prints as advocating the 
Dorchester speculation. 

Experts in the management of insane asylums should 
be considered, in a question like this, the most compe- 
tent to judge. To undertake to controvert an intelligent 
and well-expressed opinion by ridicule, is to resort to 
the most pitiful of arguments, and to confess one's self in 
the wrong. Full of irony was the ^ Boston Transcript^'' 
when it dubbed as a wit of the first water the physician 
who, intending to praise the Dorchester estate, stated 
that " in his opinion the three worst places that could 
be selected for a limatic asylum would be Winthrop, 
Breed's Island, and Minot's Ledge I" the latter being, 
as is known by even our distant readers, merely the 
submerged site of a light-house, far out at sea. Such 
labored raillery as this but turns the laugh upon its 
mother. 

Seriously speaking, however, there can be nothing 
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more contemptible, or more damaging to the real wel- 
fare of the profession, than for medical men to allow 
themselves to become cat's-paws for those who shrewdly 
love a civic kernel. There can be nothing more cow- 
ardly than an attempt,, whether open or underhanded, 
by general practitioners to bring discredit by ridicule 
upon so respectable a body of special workers as are the 
medical superintendents of insane asylums in this coim- 
try. There can be nothing more cruel than, by un- 
necessarily delaying the furnishing the means of a 
proper classification for the pauper insane of this city, 
now in the public custody, to render many cases hopeless 
that were otherwise curable. To this we adverted in our 
August number, and we now merely repeat our state- 
ment of the month preceding, that the conduct of some 
of the medical men who have moved in this matter is 
simply disgraceful, to themselves and to the community. 
By the passage of the resolution presented above, the 
GynaBCological Society has put upon record its protest 
against the wrongs attempted to be perpetrated against 
the insane, the superintendents of asylums, and the 
public. Commenting upon it as we have done, the edi- 
tors of the Journal are but breaking another link in the 
chain which has so long bound, it was once thought 
hopelessly, professional freedom in Eastern New Eng- 
land. 



The aid extended to the sick and suffering by 
Catholic Sisterhoods in this city affords us a worthy 
text. 

We have more than once alluded in these pages to 
the new General Hospital at South Boston, the Carney, 
under the care of the Sisters of Charity, but one wing 
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of which has as yet been erected, but which will event- 
ually, in extent, and we hope in beneficence also, prob- 
ably surpass both' the Massachusetts and the City Hos- 
pitals taken together. And we have also incidentally 
made mention of the labors of the Franciscan Sisters, 
which have already resulted in two hospitals, St. Eliz- 
abeth's and St. IVancis', to which attention has been 
called in our advertising columns, for the relief of the 
diseases peculiar to women. With all of these several 
institutions we are personally familiar, from official con- 
nection with then>. For this reason, and from observa- 
tions we have each of us made at most of the large hos- 
pitals in Europe and in this country, we can speak with 
some confidence of the religious ladies of the Catholic 
Church in their relations to disease and to medical men. 

There are no nurses that can compare with them, 
save indeed the Episcopalian Sisterhoods, of whom as 
yet we have scarce any in America. For good disci- 
pline, for obedience to orders, so cardinal a law, for de- 
votion to their work, for self-isacrifice, even unto death 
from utter wearing out, nothing can rival what they 
ordinarily exhibit. High or low, as may be, in their 
origin, — for we find the extremes of social life here meet- 
ing, — it is a single end that they ai'e seeking, to do the 
will, as they are able to learn it, of Almighty God, with 
no hope of any, the humblest, earthly reward. What 
more lovely than the character ascribed to the Sister by 
St. Yincent de Paul, and found realized far oftener than 
is generally imagined? — 

^Her only convent shall be the house of sickness; 
her only cell, a hired lodging; her chapel, the parish 
church; her cloister, the streets of the city, or the wards 
of the hospital; her only wall, obedience; her veil, her 
modesty; her grate, the fear of God." 

An effort is now making by the Sisters of Charity to 
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extingaish the debt at the Carney Hospital, by a Fair, 
to be shortly held in this city, which will commend it- 
self to all wishing to know more of these devoted 
women and their mission.* An appeal has been issued 
to the public by the Medical and Surgical Staff of the 
hospital in behalf of the Sisters, that will undoubtedly 
ease their toil.f 

*Tbe following table ezhibito the work of the Oarney Hospital during the ptfk 
year: — 

No. of patients entered Sept Ist, 1868, to Sept 1st, 1869. 
Medical. * Surgical, 

Male, Femalei Male, Female, 

43 76 31 33 

Whole number entering, 172. 

No. of patients diioharged Sept Ist, 1868, to Sept 1st, 1869. 

Mtdical, Surgical, 

Male, Female, Male, Female, 

Beliered, 14 30 16 15 

NotreUeved, 12 18 2 6 

Died, 8 16 12 
Whole number discharged, 138. 

t The following is the dronlar referred to: — 

«Thb Oarney Hospital.— The undersigned, members of the Medioal and Surgical Staff 
of the Oarney Hospital, beg leave to lay before the oitisens of Boston the claims that hos- 
pital has upon the benevolent of this oommuoity. It was built by funds given by the late 
Andrew Oarney, Esq. The hospital is largely in debt, causing great anxiety and labor to 
the excellent Sisters of Charity, who devote themselves to it The hospital is finely sit- 
uated on the brow of Mount Washington Heights, in South Boston, overlooking the city and 
its adjacent harbor, and also commanding extensive views of the neighboring country. It 
has several large wards and many private rooms, in which latter any regular physician in 
the city can attend his patients as he would in a hotel, subject, of course, to the rules of the 
institution. In addition to wards for acute and chronic diseases, and surgical cases, there 
are also a lying-in ward, and one for children. The hospital is not strictly a Catholic in- 
stitution, although under the fostering care of the Sisters of Charity. Every patient, by 
the express will of the founder, has a perfect liberty to see clergymen of any denomination 
that ho or she may choose. It has been open since June, 1863, but only in the qew parts 
since 1868. Eight hundred and sixty-five patients have t>een under treatment Ninety is 
the average number now under its care. The Sisters in attendance will always be happy 
to show the arrangements of the house to those who may wish to visit it; and if any one 
feels disposed to oontribute to its means of usefulness, communication may be held with 
either of the undersigned. 

"Hurnr L BowniicH, M.D., Wihslow Lbwib, M.D., Cbablbs G. Putnam, M.D., M. 
K. HABTmsiT, M.D., D. McB.Tbaxtbr, M.D., H. R. Stobbr, M.D., Consulting Board. 

<<HuoH FsKGUSoif, M. D., F. B. Orkbnovqh, M.D., S. W. Lanomaid, M.D., S.G. Wjib- 
9MB, M.D., JoHH HoKAHS, M.D., D. H. Hayobn, M.D., Attending Board." 
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Connected with the hospital there are foundling and 
lying-in wards, and we learn, moreover, that there has 
been an ophthalmic and aural department established, 
under the care of Dr. B. J. Jeflfries, one of the Sur- 
geons to the Eye and Ear Infirmary. This is a step in 
the right direction. We trust soon that, from among 
our young gynaecologists also, some gentleman will be 
selected to take charge of a special ward for uterine 
disease at the Carney, and that the example will soon be 
followed at both the Massachusetts Genqral and City 
Hospitals. 

In the labors of the Franciscan Sisters jve are, as 
gynaecologists, still more interested. Their provision 
for suffering women, with the diseases peculiar to their 
sex, is extended to all, whether Catholic or Protestant, 
a very large proportion of those coming to them being 
indeed of the latter faith. No religious influence is 
brought to bear upon any of the patients; they read 
what books, see what clergymen, and, if able, attend 
what church, they may choose. The advantages of a 
special hospital of this character to. patients are very 
evident. We thus once alluded to them: * — 

^^ There are many reasons why, for the class of cases 
entering such an establishment, the wards of a general 
hospital should be comparatively unsuitable. Of these 
I shall mention but one or two; for they will be found 
suflSciently convincing. 

^^ First. Diseases of this special character — the most 
important, in reality, of all to which flesh is heir — are 
best treated, in hospitals at least, by those especially 
interested in their cure, and prepared by previous 
intentional and peculiar training for their especial man- 
agement. This general fact has already been practically 

« On Naraef and Nnning; with eipeoial roforenoe to the nunsgement of Sick Wooteii. 
Borton: Lee k Shepurd. 1868. P. 77. 
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established with us, in another department of medicine, 
by the success of the Massachusetts Charitable Eye and 
Ear Infirmary. 

^ Again, there is a natural dislike upon the part of 
women j to whom, for these derangements, it* is in all 
cases a hard struggle to apply for treatment, to enter- 
ing wards with patients who are otherwise affected, and, 
on this account, less likely to sympathize with them, if 
not, indeed, inclined to view them with offensive curi- 
osityy or even suspicion. 

^And, thirdly, in a separate and special hospital 
there is much less danger of the occurrence of epidemic 
and contagious disease, which, in the case of lying-in 
women, is almost sure to occur in the form of childbed 
fever, where, from propinquity to general wards, there 
is a constant exposure to the so-called surgical fever or 
erysipelas, and which, in the absence of pregnancy, is 
very apt to attack cases of uterine or ovarian disease, 
tinder the form of pelvic or abdominal peritonitis." 

"We have thus briefly called attention to subjects, the 
importance of which will year by year become more and 
more recognized. It is but a very short period since 
Harion Sims took the initiative in the establibhment of 
a "Woman's Hospital at New York. Nearly at the same 
time we ourselves had a uterine ward given us at 
the Lying-in Hospital of this city, to which we were 
then oflicially attached. From that day dates the first 
movement towards the recognition of gynaecology, as a 
legitimate field for hospital labor, in Boston. 

The hospital referred to has long been closed; its 
funds are but harvesting, we trust, for a renewed influ- 
ence in the future, for now that the Franciscans have 
made provision for uterine cases, we hope to see lying- 
in wards, in a special building for the purpose, again 
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opened, connected, for sanitary reasons, with no general 
hospital, not even the Carney. 

We look, moreover, to see, by and by, religious 
Sisters, Catholic it may be, or perhaps Episcopalian, as 
nnrses at the City Hospital, and at the Massachusetts, and 
will do what we can to hasten the coming of that time. 
Though we ourselves are each of us Protestant, 
yet we echo the eloquent words of Father Hyacinthe 
when ^ recognizing true Christians in all the Protestant 
bodies;'' for we believe with him, that ^the true church, 
embracing all who hold Christ as their head, is far 
wider than any earthly organization." In that belief 
we commend the above to all thoughtful physicians. 



The appended letter from an eminent member of 
the Medical Corps of the Navy, Dr. Ruschenberger, of 
Philadelphia, shows, with more distinctness than we had 
done, the necessity of congressional action to correct 
the abuses now so notorious. The additional insult 
from the Line to the Staff, here recorded, is infamous. 

"No. 1932 Ohefltaut Street, 
" PaiLAOiLPHiA, NoTember 29, 1869. 

^ Gentlemen : — Very many members of the Medical 
Corps of the Navy have read with much satisfaction, in 
the editorial pages of the Gynaecological Journal, the 
remarks touching the condition of the members of the 
profession in the naval service of the United States. 

^^ All are cheered and encouraged by your spontaneous 
advocacy of our cause, at a time when moral support 
from our professional brethren is most needed, — at a 
time when those naval line officers who are pertina- 
ciously opposed to conferring a suitable rank on staff- 
officers seem to have attained paramount influence. 
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To that influence is ascribed the several general < 
which in their effect have degraded medical offic 
the naval service, and reduced materially the co] 
sation of those placed on the retired list, either hi 
they are -sixty-two years of age, or because thej 
become physically incapacitated from disease conti 
in the line of duty. Some gentlemen, of more 
thirty years' service, who had participated in man 
ties, were required, while yet on foreign service, 
the observation of foreign navies, to strip off the 
nia of their rank, which had been recognized dm 
great part of the war, and assume those of a 
grade. There is no conclusive reason appareni 
these summary and degrading measures should 
been taken at a time when it was known that Coi 
had then under consideration a bill to regulate an 
tie the mooted question. Very many feel that 
the circumstdbces, the medical staff of the navy, 
measures alluded to, has been ti*eated discourteous 
not contemptuously. 

^In this condition of our oflicial position in the 
I am confident that I only express a common sent 
of medical officers in requesting you to accept t 
for the able discussion of their interests in your < 
lent Journal. 

^I am, very respectfully, 

^ Your obedient servant, 

^W. S. W. EUSOHBNBEBQ 

^ Drs. Lewis, Storbb, and Bixby.^' 
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The suBtJEOT touched upon in one of our recent 
issues, pertaining to the induction of criminal abortion 
by a member of the Massachusetts Medical Society, still 
weighs heavily upon our minds. A reputable physician 
in the city where the villain dwells, mentioned the mat- 
ter to us the other day, querying as to the proper 
method of initiating proceedings against him in the Dis- 
trict Medical Society to which he belongs. As the case 
is one of much interest, and may stand as a precedent 
for other bodies acting under similar circumstances, we 
would suggest the appointment of a special committee, 
composed of unprejudiced persons, whose duty it should 
be to ascertain all the evidence, so far as practicable, 
bearing upon the case, and to give the accused a fair 
hearing in self-defence. It is by no means impossible 
that sufficient proof of his guilt would be obtained to 
warrant his arrest, and render his conviction certain, in 
a court of law, besides ensuring his ignominious expid- 
sion from the medical fraternity. 

But a few months ago he was arraigned before one 
of our courts of justice, charged with causing the death 
of a young woman from a distant town. He was bound 
over in the sum of five thousand dollars, if our memory 
serves us, to appear at the next term of the Superior 
Court for trial. But, before the time arrived, the prose- 
cution was withdrawn. Report has it that three 
thousand dollars in greenbacks answered as a sufficient 
hypnotic for the conscience of the prosecuting attorney, 
as well as anodyne for the agonized feelings of the fond 
parents. May God forgive the latter for their dark 
complicity in the murder of their child I 

Bishop Coxe, of the Episcopal Diocese of "Western 
New York, struck the right chord in his recent pasto- 
ral letter. He says: — 

^ I have heretofore warned my flock against the blood 
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guiltiness of ante-natal infanticide. If any doubts ex- 
isted heretofore, as to the propriety of my warnings on 
this subject, they must now disappear before the fact 
that the worid itself is begmning to be horrified by the 
practical results of the sacrifices to Moloch, which defile 
our land. Again I warn you that they who do such 
things cannot inherit eternal life. If there be a special 
damnation for those *who shed innocent blood,' what 
must be the portion of those who have no mercy upon 
their own flesh? '' 

It is clearly the duty of the County Medical Society to 
disown Dr. , if guilty, and to make an emphatic pub- 
lic protest against his acts, whether it attempt to pro- 
cure his conviction and punishment, or not. It should 
do this for its own sake, and that of the community. 
Eight here, in professedly Christian Massachusetts, 
where the crime of induced abortion is perhaps more 
frequent than anywhere else in the world, and where 
public opinion, stringent on so many points of morality, 
is unaccountably lax on this, should the brave. Christian 
work begin of stemming the torrent of evil, that it may 
not gain such strength and volume as to overflow and 
devastate the world. Why are philanthropists and 
good men so timid? Do they love their own ease 
and pecuniary interests more than they do the cause 
of virtue and righteousness in the earth? Do they 
Ibrget that the career of the professed follower of 
Christ is to be one of continual warfare, and that he 
is not to regard even life itself in the service of his 
Master? Significant indeed is that passage in the 
Apocalypse which speaks of the ^^ fearful,'' in company 
with the ^unbelieving," and with ^Miars" and ^^mur- 
derers,'' as receiving the final punishment described 
under the dreadful image of a lake burning with fire 
and brimstone. 
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L conclusion, we earnestly request our brethren to 
se jurisdiction the case under consideration belongs, 
hake off their apathy, and set an example worthy 
dug imitated by every medical society in the country. 



ERiSTMAS ANT> l^BW Tear's are occasions for ed- 
al as for other friendly salutations. Every advent 
Ivanced thought and work has' in itself the element 
higher progress still; every change from an effete 
3mber, even of professional attainment, to a re- 
al of vigor, gives earnest of a grander future, to 
towards which is the duty of all, though its full 
pletion none living may see. 

dis Journal rounds the new comer in time, to find 
re it, we trust, even a wider field of usefulness. It 
already lived down ridicule; it has assailed Qven to 
- fall more than one wrong and abuse; and it has 
bined a very powerful opposition to the over-con- 
atism of disbelievers in medical improvement. Its 
c, however, has but just begun. There are a score 
lore of professional deformities here at home, and 
vhere many others, already ticketed for admission 
eatment; and, if ordinary pressure does not suffice 
heir cure, the knife will be resorted to with unfal- 
g hand. The personality of those coming to grief 
be wholly lost sight of; to us they are merely un- 
inate patients requiring the probe, or still more un- 
mate delinquents demanding discipline. 
[) our friends we send a kindly greeting; '^ve shall 
I, willingly, no enemies. In the name of the Society 
extend to all fellow-workers an invitation to join 
it in contributing to the common harvest. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY. 

{Btported by HoraUo B, Storer, Seorttarp.} 

FIF T EEH T H RBQULAB MBETINa, AUG. 10, 1809. 

The fifteenth regular meeting of the Society Was held 
at Hotel Pelham, Aug. 10th, 1869, the President, Dr. 
Lewis, in the chair. The Secretary being absent. Dr. 
Bixby was appointed Secretary pro tem. Present, Drs. 
Warner, Campbell, Field, Wheeler, and Bixby, and, by 
invitation. Dr. Gilbert, of Quincy, Mass. 

The records of the last meeting were read and ac- 
cepted. 

The Secretary read letters from Drs. Charles Bell, of 
Edinburgh ; A. C. Burbank, of Yarmouth, Me ; Oscar De- 
wolf, of Northampton, Mass,; E. M. Snow, of Provi- 
dence, R. L; Otis Bullock, of Warren, R. I-; Wm. B. 
Bibbins, of New York; H. O. Hitchcock, of Kalama- 
zoo, Mich.; and J. Blake, of San Francisco, acknowledg- 
ing their election to the Society as Corresponding Mem- 
bers; also a letter from Dr. Braxton Hicks, Lecturer 
on Midwifery and the Diseases of Women, at Guy's 
Hospital, London, enclosing his photograph. 

The Committee on Membership having reported fa- 
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vorably, the gentlemen nominated at the last meeting 
were balloted for and elected. 

Dr. Bixby exhibited to the Society the new syringe 
made by H. Fairbanks & Co., of this city, known as 
the Fountain Syringe. It consists of a rubber bag, with 
tube attached, some two yards in length, with flint glass 
extremities of various forms, according to their purpose, 
as a vaginal, rectal, or nasal douche, or for irrigation. 
The lower end is guarded by a simple arrangement, 
which answers the purpose of a stop. There is claimed 
for this instriunent, 1st, the simplicity of its mechanism; 
and, 2d, that by it we get rid of the introduction of air, 
which is so apt to occur in all other forms of syiinge. 
Dr. Bixby had employed the instrument, and could tes- 
tify to its merits; he could further state that when va- 
ginal douches were necessary at all, less than a pint or 
a quart was worse than nothing, more than that being 
seldom used by ordinary syringes, on account of the 
fatigue it occasions. For this pui'pose, he saw, in the 
instrument now exhibited, advantages that had never 
been shown in any portable syringe, from the fact of 
the uninterrupted current, without the slightest fatigue 
or discomfort to the patient. For application, the rub- 
ber bag is filled with the fluid to be injected, and hung 
some six feet from the floor. 

The President examined the instrument with care, 
and expressed himself pleased with its simplicity. 

The Secretary read a letter from Prof. Armsby, of 
Albany, N". T., with a description in brief of the post- 
mortem appearances in the case of the late Prof. Alden 
March, of Albany, an Honorary Member of the Society, 
with three stereoscopic photographs of the same en- 
closed. 

The Secretary read an article entitled 
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GOMPLETB BBTROVERSION OF THE UTERUS FIVE AND 
A HALF MONTHS PREGNANT, 

complicated by a fissure of the muscular walls of the 
abdomen, nine and a half by eight and a half inches in 
diameter, with hernia of the bladder, and retention of 
mine to the amount of six quarts, reported to the Soci- 
ety by Dr. H. O. Hitchcock, of Kalamazoo, Mich,, Cor- 
responding Member. 

[The paper was pQblished in the Joarnal of the Society for September, 
1869.] 

Dr. Bixby exhibited a pathological specimen from a 
case of 

PREGNANCY AT TERM COMPLICATED BY A FIBRO-CYS- 
TIC TUMOR OF THE UTERUS, 

and read its history; the specimen consisting of the en- 
tire uterus and its appendages, removed by abdominal 
section by Dr. H. R. Storer, the case being, it is be- 
lieved, the first in which this operation has ever been 
performed during the puerperal state.' 

[The paper was pablished in ftill in the Joarnal of the Society for October, 
1369.] 

The latter portion of Dr. Bixby's paper referred 
to the use of chloroform instead of ether in pelvic 
operations, and was commented upon by several of the 
gentlemen present. Dr. Warner remarked that he was 
able to confirm all that Dr. Bixby had written upon the 
subject, and stated that Dr. Storer, who had always con- 
sidered chloroform preferable to ether in obstetic prac- 
tice, had now concluded to resume its use in surgery. 

Dr. Bixby reiterated some remarks, contained in his 
paper, in regard to the peculiar congestion of the face 
and conjunctivas following the exhibition of sulphuric 
ether^ stating further that in almost every fatal case of 
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surgery that he had observed where this agent had 
been given, it was present, 

Dr. Warner desired to modify Dr. B.'s remark, by 
the statement that in every ease of prolonged etheriza- 
tion this condition was present; besides, he had no- 
ticed that little or no nourishment was for some time 
absorbed in these ether cases, the patient vomiting the 
matters that had been taken into the stomach even for 
twenty-four hours afterwards. 

The President reminded the gentlemen that they 
were venturing on dangerous ground, to speak thus 
freely of the comparative disadvantages of employing 
sulphuric ether, here in Boston. 

Dr. Warner spoke briefly of the bad effects of ether 
when it was administered for extracting teeth. He re- 
lated the experience of his friend. Dr. Barker, of St. 
Louis, who, while administering ether, came very near 
losing his patient. 

Dr. Bixby related a case, similar in every respect, in 
which he never was more alarmed for the safety of a 
patient. 

Dr. Gilbert stated that he had seen a patient recover 
entirely, in one hour, from all effects, when this anaes- 
thetic had been used for extracting teeth. 

Dr. Wheeler, of Chelsea, remarked that an accident 
from the use of chloroform occurring in this region 
would never be overlooked by those so zealous for the 
reputation of ether. 

Dr. Bixby alluded to the fact that we little knew how 
many fatal cases, occurring two or three days after op- 
erations, could be attributed to the effects of ether. He 
further stated that the edict which had gone forth 
from Boston, in regard to the innocency of ether, had 
resulted in great harm, not only by leading to its im- 
proper use by physicians themselves, but also to intrust- 
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ing its unlimited administration to nurses and attend- 
ants. 

Dr. Bixby made the following statement, based upon 
an experience of ten years, among cases where he had 
studied the use of chloroform, — in the different hospi- 
tals of London, Paris, Vienna, Amsterdam, and New 
York, and in a military experience of nearly four years. 
He had never seen a single death from its use; once in 
Paris, at Hdpital Lariboisifere, a patient, by the sheer 
carelessness of the professor, who, being very busily en- 
gaged, could not attend to him for nearly half an hour 
after he was profoundly asleep, became comatose, and 
was with the greatest difficulty finally recuscitated. 
At the Royal Ophthalmic Hospital, in London, a death 
had occurred from chloroform the day before his visit to 
the institution; the history of the case he was not able 
to obtain. 

The subject being one of so much importance, it was 
moved that it be brought up for special discussion at a 
future meeting of the Society, hereafter to be desig- 
nated. 

Dr. "Warner proposed to amend the motion, by adding 
that it be later in the season, when the Society meets in 
the evening, so as to secure a larger attendance. The 
vote was carried. 

The Secretary exhibited the magnificent work on 
Ovariotomy, by Dr. A. de Crassowsky, of St. Petersburg. 

The Secretary laid upon the table the following pam- 
phlets: — 

Clastic anatomical models prepared by Dr. Auzoux, 
of Paris; Notice of New Instruments and Surgical 
Apparatus, by M. Gralante; Catalogue of Surgical In- 
struments manufactured by Mathieu, of Paris, — all 
presented by Dr. Lemercier, of Paris. 

Adjourned. 
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nXTBSHTH RBOULAB MKKTZirO, AUGUST 17, 1800. 

The sixteeBth regular meeting of the Society was 
held on Aug. 17th, 1869, at Hotel Pelham. Present, 
Drs. Dutton, Warner, Bixby, and H. R. Storer; and, 
by invitation, Drs. J. M. Nye, of Lynn, and A. D. Ba- 
con, of Sharon. In the absence of the President, Dr. 
Dutton was called to the chair. 

The records of the last meeting were read and ac- 
cepted. 

The Secretary read letters, acknowledging their elec- 
tion to the Society, from Drs. Wm. Zeigler, of Edin- 
burgh; Joseph Workman, of Toronto; and Charles 
Dutton, of Tyngsboro, Mass.; and exhibited photo- 
graphs of Drs. Zeigler and Workman. He also an- 
nounced the donation to the Library, by Dr. Workman, 
of his monograph upon Reflex Insanity of a Religio- 
Emotional Character. 

Dr. Nye presented to the Society an lutra-Uterine 
Fibrous Tumor, successfully removed from one of his 
patients by Dr. Storer; the case having been reported 
at the fourteenth regular meeting of the Society. 

Dr. Bixby exhibited a specimen of 

SANGUINEOUS FLUID REMOVED FROM THE ABDOMINAL 
CAVITY BY EXPLORATORY PARACENTESIS, 

and reported the case. 

Miss Mary R , aged thirty, native of Orleans, 

Mass., consulted Dr. Storer on April 27th, 1869. The 
patient menstruated at fifteen, and for four j'cars was 
irregular; during two years of this time the menses 
were entirely absent, and the patient expectorated every 
four weeks a considerable quantity of blood. Four ' 
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years ago, Dr. Stone, of Provincetown, made a careful 
vaginal examination, and found occlusion of the os uteri. 
An operation was performed, which relieved the trouble, 
and was followed by a regular and natural return of the 
catamenia. 

Three years since, she noticed a slight swelling be- 
hind the pubes, and a little to the left, with more or less 
tenderness on pressure. One year after the appearance 
of this swelling, there occurred a muco-purulent dis- 
charge jfrom the vagina, which has continued from time 
to time ever since. At present, inspection shows a gen- 
eral ansemic condition; abdomen as large as pregnancy 
at three months, and firm and unyielding, as if the walls 
were thickened. 

Examination per vaginam reveals a small cer- 
vix, the uterus slightly anteverted, and fixed by exuda- 
tion into the cellular tissue surrounding. There is a 
muco-purulcnt discharge from the vagina; the menses 
return with certain regularity, bringing with them a pe- 
culiar set of symptoms. The tumor, felt with some dif- 
ficulty at other times, then rises behind the pubes, mak- 
ing a perfectly round, firm> but fluctuating swelling, 
very sensitive upon pressure. In addition to this, the 
stomach becomes excessively irritable, causing the most 
obstinate nausea and vomiting. 

The diagnosis in this case, with some mental reserva- 
tion, was of pelvic cellulitis. The patient was sent to 
the Franciscan Hospital, and ordered good, nourishing 
diet. The abdomen was painted with iodine, laxatives 
were given from time to time, but especially was great 
attention had to the diet. From April to July the pa- 
tient continued about the same, excepting at the return 
of the menses, when the above-mentioned symptoms be- 
came so aggravated that nothing but a complete absti- 
nence from food or drink of every kind would allay 
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them. The abdomen, perfectly tense, gave great pain, 
which could scarcely be relieved by suppositories of 
morphia. 

Aug. 2d, she was found be in a feeble condition. She 
had vomited incessantly for forty-eight hours; the sur- 
face of the body was covered with a clammy sweat. 
The tumor was of the size of the foetal head, and the 
abdomen stretched to its fullest extent. Believing the 
vomiting to be of a reflex nature, from pressure upon 
an ovary, it was determined to evacuate the tumor. 
Desiring, if possible, to make the puncture through the 
vagina. Dr. B. searched in vain for a point which gave 
to the touch sufficient evidence of fluctuation to justify 
such a procedure. With a small exploring trocar he 
therefore punctured the tumor from the left side of the 
abdomen, three inches within the anterior superior 
spinous process of the ilium. After nearly an hour's 
patient manipulation, he drew from the cavity of the 
tumor one quart of fluid of the color and consistency of 
molasses. The relief to the patient was immediate. 
The canula was left in situ for twenty-four hours; 
during this time there was passed a pint more of the 
same liquid, and later a small quantity of light-colored 
serum. At this point the trocar was removed and the 
wound covered by adhesive plaster. 

The fluid removed, aft;er standing a few hours, de- 
posited a dark red sediment. 

Fourteen days later, the tumor had returned, assuming 
almost the same form as before, with an apparent increase 
in the thickness of its walls. With this there were also 
added the usual nausea and vomiting; again all food 
and drink were refused by the stomach, and no medi- 
cines could be administered. The pain was very se- 
vere, the abdomen tense, and painful upon pressure. 
Fully convinced that the sac had refilled, Dr. Bixby de- 
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termined to puncture a second time. On inspecting the 
patient, he discovered an entire change in the condition 
of things. The tumor had suddenly disappeared. By 
careful examination, however, he could discover its out- 
lines. The change of the form of the abdomen was 
caused by a general tympanitic condition of the same, 
which was considered sufficient groimds for postponing 
the operation. From this time on, through the absti- 
nence treatment, the sickness became less and less. To- 
day, Sept. 12th, the patient is free from sickness or pain, 
voids her urine fi'eely, and takes almost every form of 
light food. The tympanitic condition of the abdomen 
has disappeared, and the tumor is now distinctly felt 
behind the pubes. 
Dr. Bixby also reported a case of 

MENORRHAGIA CURED BY THE REMOVAL OF A SMALL 
FIBROID OUTGROWTH FROM THE UTERINE CAVITY. 

Mrs. A , aged twenty-eight, native of Chelsea, 

Mass., of dark complexion, menstruated at fifteen, and 
always afterwards very profusely. She was married at 
nineteen, and her first child was born eleven months 
later. She miscarried three years subsequently, at which 
time she flowed profusely. * She was up and about in 
four weeks, and menstruated again .very soon. One 
year after this she menstruated every two weeks; twelve 
months from this time she consulted Dr. H. R. Storer, 
for menorrhagia, from which she bad been suffering 
ever since her miscarriage in August, 1868. Yaginal 
examination disclosed a cervix very much enlarged and 
in a state of so great induration as to impart to the fin- 
ger the impression of cartilage. The uterus was found 
to be sharply anteflexed. The sound entered with the 
greatest difficulty. The treatment from August, 1868, 
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till the present date, consisted of the occasional appli- 
cation of the acid nitrate of mercury to the cervix. 
Under this treatment, the induration greatly diminished, 
but was not wholly removed. April 10th, the menor- 
rhagia still persisting, it was deemed best to open up the 
womb with sponge tents, for the purpose of examining 
its cavity, and also with the intention of removing gran- 
ulations, and otherwise exciting a favorable effect upon 
the mucous surface by the pressure . of the sponge. 
Owing to the sharp flexion, the introduction of the tents 
was attended with the greatest difficulty. The dilatation 
thus effected reached scarcely to the inner sphincter, 
and did not throw much light upon the cause of the 
menorrhagia. The patient was left to await the return 
of the catamenia. 

The menses returned without any perceptible change, 
still being veiy profuse. One week after their cessa- 
tion, it was deemed best, under the peculiar conditions 
of the uterus, to try the use of a sea-tangle tent instead 
of the sponge. Accordingly, having introduced Simp- 
son's sound, bent almost at a right angle, after an attempt 
of some minutes a very small tent was introduced. 
This accomplished, there was no difficulty in introduc- 
ing another along its side, which was accordingly done." 
The next day the tents were removed, having been 
fullj'^ expanded. Examination now showed the uterus 
open to an extent admitting a finger beyond the inner 
sphincter, at which point the extremity of the finger 
came in contact with a small fibroid growth, the size of 
a bean. This condition of things having been estab- 
lished. Dr. Storer proceeded to remove the growth by 
means of a sharp curette. 

May 18th, the patient was just recovering from her 
menses, which had been still somewhat profuse, but 
much less than at any former occasion. The operation 
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having been performed but a week before, there could 
be no doubt of the cause of this improvement. The 
patient was then allowed to return to her home. 

Aug. 15th, the husband informed Dr. Storer that 
since his wife had left the city her health had gradually- 
recovered, and that, the last time she had menstruated, 
it had been with more regularity, both as to quality and 
quantity, than had been the case for years. 

Dr. Nye reported an interesting case of 

VIOAKIOUS MBNSTBUATIGN SIMULATING PULMONARY 

DISEASE. 

The patient was married in 1849, and had one child. 
In 1857 she took cold and amenorrhoea followed. There 
has been no appearance of the menses since. Every 
four or six weeks she has had, and still has, attacks of 
dyspnoea, and pain in the left lung, with cough and 
bloody expectoration. Considerable soreness continues 
during the interval. She is subject to attacks of apho- 
nia, and hysteria. One attack of aphonia continued 
for sixteen months. 

She is now in pretty good health and strength, and 
does the work of a large family. The system has ap- 
parently become familiar with the new order of things, 
and the general health is gradually improving. 

Dr. Storer remarked upon the variations of the organ 
selected by nature in different cases of uterine disease 
for the vicarious transference of discharge, the fact be- 
ing that it is generally some part already enfeebled by 
disease. Thus where hemorrhoids are present, it is no 
uncommon thing to have a periodic rectal flux, which is 
often mistaken for chronic dysentery. The same is 
true of epistaxis, hemoptysis, hematemesis, and hema- 
turia. He had seen vicarious catamenia from scrofulous 
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and specific abscesses and ulcerations, and had no 
doubt that in this discharge was to be found an expla^ 
nation of the otherwise unacountable bloody sweat ob- 
served at times in hysterical females by many writers. 
One of the obscure cases that had presented itself to 
him in practice was that of a lady who had for many 
years a bloody discharge every month from the pulp of 
one of her thmnbs, the part being apparently sound in 
the interim. Upon probing the thumb, at a monthly pe- 
riod, Dr. Storer found dead bone, and upon cutting 
down, removed the last phalanx, necrosed by parony- 
chia long previously, the result being a perfect cure. 
Dr. Storer read a paper upon 

FISSTPABOUS GBNEEATION IN THE HUMAN SPECIES J 

an explanation, perfectly consistent with the doctrines 
of science as applied to Comparative Embryology, be- 
ing thus afforded of the genesis and true character of 
double monsters, which heretofore had baffled elucida- 
tion. 

[The paper will appear in fdll in an ensuing number of the Joomal.] 

Dr. Storer's paper gave rise to considerable discus- 
sion, it being the opinion of the members that his views 
were evidently the correct ones. 

Dr. Nye had always been inclined, with the mass of 
the profession, to consider cases like that lately exhib- 
ited in Boston, the Carolina Sisters, or African Twins, 
to be instances of conjoinment in utero of two separate 
foBtuses. The arguments adduced by Dr. Storer, how- 
ever, were entirely subversive of that view, and pointed 
moreover to an entirely different causation from that 
suggested by Dr. Fisher, of Sing Sing, jS". Y., in several 
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of the late volumes of the Transactions of the Ifew 
York State Medical Society. 

Dr. "Warner coincided with the remarks of Dr. Ifye. 
He had himself supposed the opinion ordinarily held of 
these interesting abnormalities could not be questioned. 
He was now satisfied, however, that it was erroneous, 
and believed that the true explanation of the phenome- 
non had at last been reached. 

Adjourned. 



THE DEMANDS UPON EVERY THOUGHTFUL PHYSICIAN 
TO GIVE CLOSER AND MORE INTELLIGENT HEED TO 
THE DISEASES PECULIAR TO WOMEN. 

THE ANNUAL ADDRESS FOB 1870. 

By WufSLow Lewis, Pbebident op tub Socibtt. 

[Read before the Society^ Jan. 4, 1870.] 

After attaining the ordinary terminus of human 
life, and after all aspirations for professional honors had 
ceased, you were pleased to call me into the chair of 
this young Society, to preside at its meetings. The 
proffer was accepted most reluctantly, but most grate- 
fully. It was received as a tribute, but perhaps a very 
unwise one on your part, to an old practitioner, by a 
younger generation, — to him who, in a social and 
friendly aspect at least, has ever had in his heart the 
prosperity and honor of the profession. I could give you 
nothing in return, could promise nothing, but my pres- 
ence. This I have fulfilled. There was also a strong 
collateral feeling and motive which induced me to as- 
sume the position, for I felt a great personal interest in 
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one who was peculiarly foremost in the movement of 
your organization. He was a younger professional 
brother, whose active mind and determined resolution 
would actuate and carry out whatever he might deem 
promotive of the special science in which he has so pre- 
eminently excelled. 

The gratification derived from this association with 
your gifted members, bringing the fruits of ripe cultiva- 
tion, and, to me, the novelties of gynaecological science 
and practice, has been a stimulant to my enfeebled and 
dormant powers, has incited me again to enter into the 
arena of the discussion of medical and surgical prow- 
ess, ^^ to shoulder again my crutch and tell how fields 
were won " in the older time, and how, also, in the more 
brilliant feats of this later day. 

For this high privilege, vouchsafed to an old man in 
his decline, you have my earnest, warmest thanks. It 
emboldens me to say, ^*non omnis morior, forsitan scin- 
tilla latet.'' You have rekindled the fading fire of my 
life. May its embers still shed some small ray to show 
its existence! 

Upon the organization of the Society a year since, a 
code and measures were adopted, of a very simple and 
concise character; namely: — 

1st. That for the first year there should be but 
twelve active members, and that afterwards the number 
should be limited to twenty-four. It was deemed both 
judicious and politic to thus restrict the number; for a 
few energetic, enthusiastic devotees are more effective 
than a phalanx of those whose only force is too gener- 
ally the mere vis inertice of numbers. 

2d. For co-operative action and influence, a selection 
for Honorary and Corresponding Members has been 
made of those who are widely known and esteemed as 
professional lights in the science of gynsBCology. The 
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list now comj)rises nearly every distinguished writer or 
practitioner in this department, and their acceptance 
has been conveyed in terms highly flattering to the 
Society. 

3d. In connection with this, at the request of oui* 
body, photographs of our eminent associates have been 
received. "We have now quite a collection, and have 
before us the presentment of those whose works and 
fame are so cherished. They form a collection of more 
than ordinary interest, since they are the faces of those 
who are in coalition to elevate a pursuit devoted to hu- 
manity, science, and the j^reservation of the life of 
woman. Simply as specimens of artistic work they are 
interesting and valuable, and are exponents of the pho- 
tographic art in various countries. 

4th. "We have a very respectable nucleus of a li- 
brary. It already comprises many works of great value, 
and of practical importance, most of them being origi- 
nal monographs by the best gynaecologists of the age. 
Our success, as to a library, has been very great and 
rapid, and we can truly say, ^^ si requiris monumenta, 
circumspiceP 

5th. The publication of the Journal of the Gynaeco- 
logical Society, of Boston, a monthly periodical, was 
commenced in July last, and has been regularly contin- 
ued since. Of superior typographical excellence, it has 
attained a large subscription list. Its contents have 
been of great interest, and the subjects discussed with 
ability, boldness, and fairness. It betrays no ^^ undue 
subservience upon the part of its members to mere sup- 
posed authority, no fear to assert one's professional man- 
hood, no unwholesome autophobia, sporadic originally, 
then epidemic, but now seemingly the disease of the 
place.'' The articles in the Journal already i)ublished 
ai'e all of grcat practical value. If I may select, where 
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all have been so creditable, I should name particularly 
the following: — 

^^Upon Scarification of the Cavity of the Uterus,'^ by 
Dr. Pinkham, of Lynn. Chapters in ^ An Outline History 
of American Gynaecology,'' by Dr. H. R. Storer, of 
Boston, and, by the same physician, the ^ Frequency and 
Causation of Uterine Disease in America.'' ^ The Path- 
ological Sympathies of the Uterus," by Dr. Taliaferro, of 
Columbus, Georgia. ^^Upon Blood-Poisoning after 
Pelvic and other Surgical Operations," by Carl Both; 
and ^ Tuberculosis," by the same. ** Relation of a Case 
of Extirpation of the Puerperal Uterus by Abdominal 
Section," by Dr. Bixby; and, by the same, the transla- 
tion of the paper by Dr. Horwitz, of St. Petersbiu'gh, 
upon ^^ The Relations of Fibrous Uterine Tumors to the 
Puerperal State;" and ^^Upon the Treatment of Dis- 
placements by the Pelvic Band," by Dr. Protheroe 
Smith, of London. 

6th. The reports of the meitmgs have been full of 
interest, and the discussions profitable. In the last, vis- 
itors are participants, and from them, coming as they do 
from all sections of the country, is derived information 
of peculiar value. I notice already evidences of the in- 
fluence beginning to*be exerted by the Society through 
this means upon the public sentiment of the community. 
As an instance in point, I need merely allude to the 
criticism upon ourselves by Mr. Wm. Lloyd Garrison, 
in a late number of the N. Y. ^^Independent." The So- 
ciety, as will be well recollected, some time since took 
occasion to express its disapprobation of the low and 
unworthy argument advanced by Mrs. Dall, of this city, 
in favor of female physicians; it being asserted by her 
that no male attendant could enter the chamber of a 
sick woman, without exciting in her mind sentiments 
of prurient desire. It seems impossible that jSEi-. G. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1870.] of Uterine Disease. 81 

could have been conscious of the true character of the 
doctrine to which he has lent his countenance. Be this 
as it may, it is well known that our secretary has a 
certain persuasive way of his own, when forced to take 
part in any controversy, and we may be assured that if 
hie rapier is drawn it will be very apt to find the breast 
of his adversary. 

7th. The Editorials are bold, manly, fair, and candid. 
^ Having nothing to extenuate or set down aught in 
malice,'' neither have the editors been ^* addicti jurare in 
verba magistri.^^ The senior editor is but a fiction, 
as a writer ^^stat nominis uwhra.^^ As an endorser, 
however, he is proud to be the editorial sponsor. 

8th. Among the valuable appliances of the Society 
are diagrams elucidating the phenomena of uterine dis- 
ease, and also a complete collection of the instruments 
employed in uterine surgery. 

9th. And, lastly, I must not neglect to mention the 
opportunities which ar^ now afforded, in a measure 
through the leading spirits of the Society, of studying 
uterine disease upon a scale never before possible in 
jNew England- I refer to the hospitals established by 
the good Franciscan Sisters; That of St. Elizabeth, 
within the city limits, is accompliBhing a great deal of 
good; but particularly would I speak of St. 'Francis' 
Hospital, at Somerville, in which we are meeting to- 
day through the kind invitation of the Sister-Superior. 
Situated as it is in this so delightful and high sanitary 
position for patients; so elevated as to permit the in- 
halation of a purer oxygen than is possible on the plane 
of the metropolis; with attendants who are not paid 
hirelings, but the heart-devotees of that great Being 
who has proclaimed that ^^ Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren and sisters, 
yc have done it to me,** — those who do good by stealth, 
6 
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but find it fame, — not the ephemeral fame of earth, but 
that trumpet-tongued above. 

Such is the organization, the composition, the ways 
and means of the Society. .Earnest in its pursuits, 
active in itis aims, it trusts to achieve something to ad- 
vance the understanding, and alleviate the diseases, of 
the Uterine System. If a single new fact, whether 
pathological or therapeutic, or a new principle, is estab- 
lished, something is done for science and humanity. 

The Society now met together is, it has been ascer- 
tained, the first active association of gynaecologists, as 
distinguished from accoucheiu's, as yet in existence, and 
this centralization of research and labor has developed 
the fact that there is everywhere about us ^^ a demand for 
material hitherto uncollected, and a supply of material 
capable of an excellent purpose." The Society aims to 
supply these needs. 

The knowledge of gynaecology is necessary to the 
general practitioner as well as to the specialist. Its im* 
portance must be felt by all who profess to cure or alle- 
viate disease. To the individual, how paramount are its 
appeals for succor 1 How vital to the female is the con- 
sideration of a correct diagnosis, involving her life or 
death 1 

The issue also of the bearings of gynaecology upon 
posterity is grave, and of the highest interest. It in- 
volves the great question of a healthy or a depreciated 
progeny, of a short or long lived race, etc., etc. It has 
an extended field for consideration, which I have not 
the capacity to fully develop, nor the time now to dwell 
upon; but I have thought a good deal as to what would 
be the best way in which I could further the objects of 
the Society, in this its first annual address. Many top- 
ics of interest presented themselves; the wonderful ad- 
vances lately made by gynaecology; the interesting 
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theories promulgated by great lights in the profession, 
concerning the causation and treatment of particular 
diseases, and, in certain instances, the method in which 
they are communicated from one individual to another; 
the history of the development of special operative pro- 
cedures, from their first rough inception but a few years 
back, down to the finished, artistic marvels of the intri- 
cate manipulation of the present day. These, however, 
I have decided to leave to the younger men, now in the 
active, enthusiastic prime of life, with whom I am asso- 
ciated, and over whose deliberations it is my great 
pleasure, as well as my duty, to preside, and, instead, to 
present for the consideration of the profession — for the 
seed here sown will fall upon no sterile ground, but will 
take root, I feel assured, and bring forth in the near fu- 
ture an hundred-fold — a subject of more general in- 
terest, and that appeals to the mind and conscience of 
every man in our honored profession, I mean, -^ 

The demands upon every thoughtful physician to give 
closer and more intelligent heed to the diseases peculiar 
to women. 

I myself, as is very generally known, am an old man; 
in the medical and surgical harness before many gentle- 
men now in active practice were bom. I have passed 
through all the several stages of professional opinion in 
my estimate of the claims, the value, the respectability 
even of gynaecology. When I commenced life, no such 
thing as special diseases, as such, peculiar to the female, 
and unshared by the other sex, was dreamed off. 
It was known that women had tumors, it was true, and 
that they were sometimes uterine, and sometimes ova- 
rian, but no one had yet claimed that they could be 
difierentially diagnosticated from diseases of the spleen, 
liver, or kidney, and, still less, from each other. The 
true character of the menstrual function, and Its won-* 
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derful influence upon the whole general economy of 
women, had been surmised, no doubt; but so far as a 
scientific demonstration was concerned they were all 
unknown. The speculum had not yet been resuscita- 
ted from the ashes of Pompeii, and the uterine sound, 
that attenuated prolongation of the human finger, though 
known to the ancients, had been for ages forgotten. 
The uterine cavity was a crypt whose entrance was 
sealed, and so, for all scientific exploration, was the va- 
gina also. Just as indeed has always been, for all prac- 
tical purposes, the rectum, so important in the relation 
its diseases hold to those of the other pelvic viscera, 
until the late discovery, by the Secretary of this Society, 
of that simple method of exploration and treatment, in 
the female, so easy, so interesting, and so perfectly effi- 
cient, with which his name will pass down in honorable 
association to the physicians and surgeons of all future 
time. 

In my youth, large numbers of women, old and young, 
were hopelessly bedridden, and hundreds of others, 
known to be invalid, were permitted to die of diseases 
now known to be easily, and indeed certainly, curable, 
without an effort being made to save them, simply be- 
cause physicians did not know how to examine them, 
did not dare to attempt it, would not have understood 
the nature of the disease had they found it, nor have 
known how to treat it, had they ascertained its charac- 
ter. 

Since then, everything has changed, and how 
greatly 1 The fear of proposing an examination has 
given way to the more rational ways of thinking of a 
more enlightened, and, let us hope, a more moral age. 
The fact is beginning to become acknowledged, and to 
be appreciated, that the diseases of all special regions 
of the body, whether organic or functional, are gov- 
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emed by the same general principles, and that there is 
no more real mystery about the cradle of mankind, than 
about the brain, the heart, the lungs, the teeth, the skin; 
and, strangest of all, that there exists a latent, but still 
very appreciable, sympathy between all the other organs 
of the body, in the female, and those of the pelvis, by 
which a thousand distant lesions, at first sight perfectly 
idiopathic, are found to be wholly secondary; neuralgias 
or neuropathies, stubbornly resistant to direct treat- 
ment, but under appropriate measures yielding like wax 
to a flame. 

These are general statements, to the truth of which, 
assent must be given by all at all cognizant with the 
subject. And yet in practice, how continually do we 
still see them denied or forgotten 1 One would think 
that the appreciation felt by every physician of the fe- 
male members of his own family, so dear to him, would 
lead to a general application among patients of those 
measures which experience has now proved of such in- 
estimable value. Alas for poor human nature 1 and alas, 
too, that the petty motives which sway toward the bad, 
as well as toward the good, all mankind, should be 
found to prevail even among medical menl An ultra- 
conservatism, with its bad logic, and its worse selfish- 
ness; a dislike to acknowledge that the golden age is 
before, rather than behind, us ; a disinclination to accept 
from mere boys, as we older men are but too apt to con- 
sider them, the priceless treasures that they offer us 
from the mines of their hard-acquired knowledge; the 
fear of ridicule by our fellows; and, still worse, the de- 
termination not to confess that we have been all along 
in the wrong, — these are the grounds upon which so 
many of us still allow our most interesting patients to 
linger in hopeless and most poignant suffering, however 
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patiently, or to perish from causes, not to detect and 
remove which it is simply cruel, abominable, infamous. 

I know, that for speaking so strongly as I have done, 
I may be censured by many of my older friends, and 
perhaps by some of my younger brethren also. If so, I 
can only say, that I am sorry for them. I am, however, 
and I do not hesitate to confess it, a convert to the new 
doctrines, and I state only that which I have seen. If 
any endeavor to find in this but evidence of second child- 
ishness, or dotage, I can only pity their stubbornness and 
hardness of heart. Having eyes, they see not; having 
ears, they do not hear, neither do they understand. 

To bring the remarks thus far made, to a practical, 
working, e very-day lesson; who is there in practice, 
however skilled, who does not every little while have a 
female patient about whose case he feels some doubt? 
He hesitates about proposing a consultation, for fear he 
should alarm his patient, confess his ignorance, or lose 
the case. He continues to trust to nature for a cure, 
knowing in his heart, however, all the time, that the more 
chronic the disease becomes, the less likely will recovery 
be to take place. He hopes against hope, that the ac- 
cession of the grand climacteric, which is perhaps a 
dozen years away, may bring improvement, although 
he knows perfectly well that it is a critical period, 
fraught with an increase of danger. He herein per- 
forms a mean, pitiful act, which he would scout in any 
other man, and, did he not steel his conscience to it by 
frequent repetition, which he would condemn even in 
himself. 

Why, then, do men continue in such evil doing? 
There seems no answer to this, that can be given, unless 
to say, that it is the fashion, — an evil custom far ^ more 
honored in the breach than in the observance.^^ If the 
Gynsecological Society should effect nothing more than 
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to bring the profession to a true sense of this but too 
prevalent enormity, it will have accomplished a most 
excellent work. 

Where, however, an active interest is felt in the dis- 
eases, to an advancement of the knowledge of which, 
by the words of our constitution, we are devoted, there 
occur too often errors of diagnosis both direct and dif- 
ferential. Is this fact, however, any argument against 
that measure of study and research which is to make 
such errors less frequent, less possible, and less excusa- 
ble? Their occurrence at any time is in great part 
owing to the prevalent ignorance upon the whole sub- 
ject. With an access of light, dark comers will be il- 
lumined, the mists of effrontery and conceit, which have 
so long exaggerated into giants the petty cavillers at 
progressive specialities, will disappear, and the mortality 
lists, the true test in this matter, be very materially 
lessened. • 

There is one piece of advice I would give to those 
who, slow to be convinced that they have been wrong, 
or are still so, may yet desire to act in this matter as 
befits the honorable profession to which they belong; 
and that is, to look at the general aspect of questions 
with which they are not too familiar, instead of at their 
minute and often perplexing details. There are gentle- 
men, for instance, who spend much time and many words 
in the endless discussion regarding the respective merits 
of ether and chloroform, who yet, in practice, neglect to 
employ anaesthesia, by any agent, for the relief of the 
pangs of parturition, the spasmodic strictures of what- 
ever mucous canal, to relax the tonicity of a doubtful 
abdomen, or to prevent, to a delicate moral sense, the 
shock of a necessary personal examination. There are 
others who will quarrel about the value of the several 
methods of reducing chronic uterine inversion, and yet 
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allow a patient to sink to her grave from exhaustion, 
for want of any attempt to reduce this lesion. And 
there are still a great many who discuss the claims of 
the more prominent champions of ovariotomy, permit- 
ing, nevertheless, all of their own patients, who are af- 
flicted with cystic disease, to go the way so many have 
untimely trod, because they have not the courage to op- 
erate themselves, or the manliness to advise that it 
should be done by others. 

And, worse than all this, there are but too many, who, 
by their carelessness, their silence, or their cowardice, 
directly or indirectly encourage that scourge and hell- 
ish offence of the land, the induction of criminal abor- 
tion. Woe to him, who, by word or deed, in commis- 
sion or omission of either, lends himself to this work 
accursed of the Lord I 

But I have said enough, I think, to vindicate the 
work of this Society, and to prove my hearty desire to 
co-operate therein. I only trust that my words may 
sink deep into the hearts of all to whom they may come. 
Wc may meet with rebuffs, and we must expect them, 
but ^^ Truth is mighty, and will prevail.^' 



EDINBURGH'S PART IN THE HISTORY OF ANJESTHE- 
SIA. AN ANSWER TO DR. JACOB BIGELOW, OF BOS- 
TON. 

Bt Sib Jambs Y. Simpson, EDnmuBOH. 

[CommiimicaUd to 1h€ Society, and to &« read Feb. 1, 1870.] 

Edinburgh, Jaouaiy 3d, 1870. 

Dear Sm: — There has been sent to me from Amer- 
ica, a Chicago newspaper, containing a letter of yours, 
which is alleged to have been published in a late number 
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of the Boston ''Medical and Surgical Journal.'' In this 
letter you speak of the bestowal upon me, some months 
ftg^> by my fellow-townsmen, of the rank of an Honor- 
ary Burgess of Edinburgh, and comment in terms of 
bitterness upon the subject, and upon what I said, or 
rather upon what I did not say, on that occasion. 

I feel assured that if you or any one else had felt as 
nervous and timid as I did on rising to address the 
public meeting which witnessed the presentation, you 
would not be astonished at anything I did allude to, or 
did not allude to; or that I failed in adverting to numer- 
ous matters to which I might have adverted. 
The gravamen of your charge is this : — 
In his extempore address to me, on the occasion in 
question, the Lord Provost thought fit to allude to some 
of my professional investigations, and specially to those 
bearing on Anaesthetics, Acupressure, and Hospitalism. 
He spoke of the application of chloroform to the as- 
suagement of human sufiering, as among the '' greatest 
of medical discoveries in modem times." In replying, 
on the spur of the moment, to these remarks, I stated 
simply in a sentence the amount to which chloroform was 
now used for ahsesthetic purposes, by adverting to the 
great extent to which it was manufactured by one single 
firm at the present day. I might, if there had been time, 
have added evidence of the extent to which it has su- 
perseded all previous anaesthetics, by stating the amount 
of its manufacture by other firms here and elsewhere. 
But I had many other subjects to advert to besides 
chloroform, and only a few short minutes within which 
it was expected to include them all. According, how- 
ever, to your views, I am very deeply blameable for not 
taking up a subject which the Lord Provost did not 
allude to, namely, the history of anaesthesia. You 
hold that I should have entered, to a greater or less ex- 
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tent, into some historical notice of anaesthetic agents. 
The history of them has always taken me a full hour 
in my University Lectures, and in these lectures I have 
year after year heartily paid every due compliment to 
the most important part borne in the consummation of 
the practical application of ansBsthetics, by America, 
particularly by the cities of Hartford and Boston, and 
specially by the energy and genius of Dr. Morton. Surely, 
however, it would have been sadly out of place on such 
an occasion, and with such an audience, to have shown 
that before I discovered the application of chloroform 
to anaesthetic purposes, numerous other agents had been 
previously suggested and used for the same object, — 
as sulphuric ether by Drs. Jackson, Morton, and Marcy; 
as carbonic acid by Dr. Hickman, in imitation of the ex- 
periments performed for ages on the poor dogs at the 
Grotto del Cano; and as nitrous oxide, — an agent 
extensively employed as a dentists' anaesthetic at the 
present hour, and which was first proposed some seventy 
years ago, for ^ destroying physical pains '^ during ^^sur- 
gical operations,'' by Sir Humphrey Davy; or should I, 
in your opinion, have even gone §till farther back in 
therapeutic history, and described what, doubtless, as a 
former lecturer you are well acquainted with, namely, 
the other soporific vapors and measures employed by 
different olden surgeons, in Greek, Roman, and Medi- 
aeval times, with the view of rendering their operations 
painless to the patient? In that way I might have 
easily shown that the idea of making a patient anaes- 
thetic, before subjecting his body to the knife or cautery, 
was a kind of knowledge familiar even to non-profes- 
sional writers of mediaeval and of later times, and that 
some theological authors, like Origen for example, in 
the third century, allude to the artificial production of 
anaesthesia in surgery, as a well-known practice; while 
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in reference to Scotland, I might have cited Abbot 
Bower, who lived and wrote about the year 1400, within 
ten miles of Edinburgh, as telling us by what means 
anesthetic surgery was accustomed to be effected in 
those days, and what they gave to patients, ^^Secandi 
vi possent sine dolore secari; " or I might have adduced 
the Monk Joceline, as alluding with circumstantial de- 
tails to an alleged instance of it, in the Hagiology of 
Scotland, as early as the sixth century, — all this and much 
more might have been mentioned; but all this would 
have been in my opinion, though not apparently in your 
opinion, totally misplaced, and grievously out of order, 
as much as a disquisition on the previous means of ar- 
resting surgical hemorrhage in wounds by ligature, 
torsion, etc., would have been when I adverted for a 
moment to the subject of acupressure. 

In the way of a climax, you terminate one of the para- 
graphs in your letter with the statement that I was not 
the " first man '' to inhale a vapor to such an extent as 
to destroy sensibility. Most certainly I was not; and 
certainly I never was so intensely foolish as to claim to 
be so. In the course of my investigations I have, how- 
ever, experimented upon myself with various vapors, 
the innocuous or the poisonous effects of which upon the 
economy were previously altogether unknown and unas- 
ceitained, and I have sometimes suffered in consequence. 
As a Professor of Therapeutics, you must surely be well 
aware that the first experiment of breathing a vapor to 
such an extent as to destroy sensibility was made nei- 
ther in America nor in our own days. Without adverting 
to the acknowledged fact that it was accomplished with 
the vapors driven off from hypnotic vegetable extracts, 
by the older surgeons, from Hugo de Lucca and The- 
odoric downwards, let me remind you that Sir Hum- 
phrey Davy boldly (and notwithstanding that he had 
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witnessed occasional deaths in animals from it) made 
the experiment to which you advert, many times upon 
himself, in the last year of the last century, with nitrous 
oxide, and found that headache and other pains disap- 
peared under its influence. 

About forty years ago, Faraday in this country, and 
Godman in America, showed, as the result of their ob- 
servation and experience, that the effects of the inhala- 
tion of the vapor of sulphuric ether were quite similar 
on the nervous system to those produced by the inhala- 
tion of the vapor of nitrous oxide gas, — a truth subse- 
quently proved by many pupils in many chemical and 
other schools, in your country as well as in mine, by their 
inhalation of ether. Your remarks, as far as I understand 
them, imply that it is your belief that Dr. Morton was 
^Hhe first man'' of ^^suflicient courage" to breathe ^a 
vapor '' so as so produce a state of anaesthesia. But you 
must know as well as I do, from the oflGlcial documents 
laid before the Senate of the United States, that this is 
doubtful as regards the course of matters even in Amer- 
ica. For it appears in these documents, (1.) That Dr. 
Jackson avers that he breathed for this object sulphuric 
ether earlier than Dr. Morton; (2.) That before Dn 
Morton made the same experiment upon himself, in 
1846, he made it first upon others, and particularly upon 
his pupil, Mr. Spiers; and (3.) That two years previ- 
ously (or in 1844), Dr. Marcy, of Hartford, had suc- 
cessfully excised a tumor from a man who had been 
rendered anaesthetic for the purpose by the vapor of 
sulphuric ether, whilst at that same early date, in the 
same city. Dr. Horace Wells had extracted teeth from a 
dozen or more patients rendered insensible by inhaling 
nitrous oxide according to Davy's suggestion. 

There has lately been raised, I am told, in the city of 
Boston, a monument in commemoration of the employ- 
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ment of anaesthesia in surgery in that city in 1846. But 
have the erectors of this monument cut upon it the 
names of either of your fellow-citizens, Dr. Morton or 
Dr. Jackson, as the first investigators, or the names of 
"Warren and Hayward, as the first Boston hospital sur- 
geons who operated upon patients under the influence 
of sulphuric ether? or have they generously inscribed 
upon its sides any allusion to the fact that two years 
previously ansBsthetics had been inhaled successfully in 
dentistry and surgery in the neighboring city of Hart- 
ford? I have been assured, though it is scarcely credi- 
ble, that there does not appear upon the monument the 
name of a smgle American chemist, dentist, or surgeon. 
Why is it so? You have the monument. Have you 
not had the men? 

You commence the concluding paragraph of your 
letter by averring that ansBsthetic inhalation ^ began '^ 
(to use your own words) '^ in this country '' (America), 
* ■ and was first used in the extraction of teeth, and after- 
wards in capital operations in the Mass. General Hospi- 
tal, and in obstetrical practice.'' Your words so far affirm 
that anaesthetic inhalation, besides being first employed 
in America in dentistry and surgery, was in your coun- 
try also ^^ first used" in ^^obstetrical practice." You 
must excuse my saying that this last assertion is unac- 
countably incorrect. The use of ansBsthetic inhalation 
in obstetrical practice was begun and extensively fol- 
lowed out in Edinburgh, weeks or even months before 
it was tried in Bostoh, or in America. The first case 
of midwifery in which sulphuric ether was adopted as 
an anaesthetic occurred here under my care on the 19th 
January, 1847. On the 1st March, 1847, was published 
by me, in the ^^ Edinburgh Medical Journal," an essay 
on the subject, containing a series of obstetricar cases, 
and a longish discussion of the question of the applica- 
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bility of anaesthetics to midwifery. It was not, however, 
according to the published evidence of your townsman, 
Dr. Channing, till April 7th, that the first case of the 
employment of anaesthetics in midwifery occurred in 
America, and the second did not take place till 5th May. 
(See Dr. Channing's ^^ Treatise on Etherization in Child- 
birth,'' p. 26.) But before the date of these two cases 
the practice had been fully established in Edinburgh 
and elsewhere. Perhaps you and I, as parties impli- 
cated, are not adequate judges as to whether your state- 
ment on this point is candid and creditable, or utterly 
the reverse; but I willingly leave the decision of this to 
the feelings and verdict of an honorable profession. 
You think that I am greatly blameable because, in the 
way of omission, I did not advert to the previous appli- 
cation of sulphuric ether in America as an anaesthetic, 
when the employment of chloroform was refeiTcd to. I 
think, on the contrary, that you are infinitely more 
blameable than I am, because, without the slightest rea- 
son or ground, and in the way, not of omission, but of 
deliberate commission, you have, in this letter of yours, 
attempted to appropriate for your city and country what 
indubitably belongs to my city and countiy, namely, the 
credit of the first introduction and establislmaent of 
anaesthetic inhalation in obstetrical practice. 
I have the honqr to be. 

Yours truly, 

J. Y. Simpson. 
To Dr. Jacob Bigelow, Boston. 
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THE GYNECOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF BOSTON AND 
' WOMEN PHYSICIANS ; A REPLY TO MR. WM. LLOYD 
GARRISON.* 

Bt Horatio B. Stobbb^ 
[Read h^fttre the Society, January 18, 1870.] 

In a supplement to the *^ New York Independent '^ 
for Dec. 23, 1869, there appeared a somewhat extended 
notice of a criticism in the Journal of the Gynaeco- 
logical Society of Boston for September last. This 
criticism, the tenor of which seems to have been misun- 
derstood by its commentator, Mr. William Lloyd Gar- 
rison, was not so much of the practice of medicine by 
women, or of the employment of medical women by the 
community, as of an extraordinary argument for such 
practice and employment made by Mrs. Caroline !!• 
Dall, of Boston; it having been broadly asserted by 
her, in print, that the presence of a physician m the 
chamber of ^^evcn the purest" invalid female, must 
necessarily induce in that female's mind thoughts and 
longings of an improper character.f 

It seemed to the gentlemen composing the Gynaeco- 
logical Society, devoted as this is to an advancement 
of the knowledge of the numerous and very important 
diseases peculiar to women, that an assertion of the kind 
alluded to was at once unfortunate, unkind, and untrue, 
and that it might possibly be the means of preventing 
some, however few, persons, who were not aware of the 

* Immediately apon the copy of the N. Y. Independent containing Mr. Garrison's strictaret 
being received, the Above reply was forwarded to its editor, upon Jan. 1, 1870. Tho letter 
from that gentleman, declining to allow the Society to pnblish its answer in tho city where 
it had been assailed, is given in car editorial colamns of the present month. In thus re- 
fusing a simple act of jostioe, — for by no fair interpretation can oar reply bo distorted into 
anything beyond a statement of the trao position of tho Society, misrepvesentod by Mr. 
Oarrison, — the editor of the Independent has belied its name. 

t See thifl Journal, November, 1869, p. 286. 
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enthusiastic character of its author, and who might sup- 
pose that physicians shared her opinion, from consulting 
their inedical attendant as freely and as promptly as 
occasion might require. At the request of the Society, 
therefore, its secretary endeavored to state the facts in 
the case as concisely and as truthfully as possible, and 
his paper was published in its Journal. There was the 
less hesitation in doing this, since Mrs. Dall had men- 
tioned by letter that it was her desire that the statement 
she had made should elicit a free discussion.* Subse- 
quently, comment upon the action of the Society in 
noticing Mrs. DalPs assertion was made in the periodi- 
cal in which her article had appeared; but, though 
professedly editorial, this comment was of so low and 
personal a character that it could not be answered. It 
was evidently not written by a lady of the known deli- 
cacy and honesty of Mrs. Dall. 

^T. Garrison's strictures are of a different character. 
His paper, indeed, is precisely what might have been ex- 
pected from ^^ the great champion of freedom." A sword 
like his, after Ihe desperate work of so many years, 
when it finds its occupation gone, must make employ- 
ment for itself of one kind or another, for very practice' 
sake; and bold and most skilful must be the adversary 
to face its edge, unless, as here, the right be on his side. 

This matter of the practice of physic by lady doctors 
is only a part of the great social problem now vexing 
the age. Unlike all other sides of that question, how- 
ever, it has an important peculiarity of its own, its es- 
sential tiu'ning-point, indeed, which has as yet hardly 
been appreciated, either by advocate or opponent of the 
measure referred to. It is simply this, that granting 
that woman may have, in exceptional cases, all the 

* See thii Journal, October, 1869, p. 222. 
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energy, courage, patience, power of endurance, and op- 
■ portunities for preliminary instruction that are pqssessed 
by the average of medical men, she is yet physiologically 
unfitted, at very frequent and regular periods of her 
life, and this whether^ she be married or single, for an 
equal or in any way commensurate exertion of body or 
mind; her mental as well as physical condition being 
for the time changed from what it may be at other 
seasons. 

It is hardly right to assume that it is from purely 
selfish or interested motives that physicians so gener- 
ally object to granting to women the license to practice. 
They certainly can hardly govern the action of those 
who, from wealth, position, or age, have nothing to gain 
on either side. In comparison with the great mass of 
the profession, there is hardly a physician of any note 
iu this country who favors the movement: Atlee, of 
Philadelphia, Bowditch, of Boston, and perhaps half-a- 
dozen others, are all, and these, moreover, are gentlemen 
extremely impulsive, however high-mipded and hoh- 
orable. The remaining few who are held up to us as 
representative men are mostly those who, for other rea- 
sons, are considered as technically irregular, or who seek 
the petty profit that may directly accrue from consult- 
ing with women, or who are paid indirectly by the but-- 
gical practice they receive from their fair associates, 
or who, like certain hospital attendants and college lec- 
turers in Ifew York and this city, yield temporarily, 
unwillingly, and but partially, to the outside pressure, 
hoping that by so doing they may be able covertly to 
check the frenzy of the bacchantes of the present day. 

Mr. Grarrison, we are assured, experienced while writ- 
ing his article all that delightful nervous tremor felt by 
the knight-errant who prepares to splinter a lance in 
behalf of an individual, or the abstract idea, of the 
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weaker sex. Had he looked at the question more 
thoughtfully, however, he would have descended from the 
stirrup again ere ever he fairly mounted. We ourselves 
at the time regretted that so distasteful a duty, as to 
seem in any way lacking in courtesy towards those Whom 
we profoundly respect, should devolve upon us. Three 
years, however, of official connection, as surgeon, with 
a hospital to which lady physicians were also attached, 
two years' employment of a lady physician as assistant 
in our private practice, and the having had charge of 
quite a number of the would-be professional sisterhood 
as medical and surgical patients, will probably be al- 
lowed to have given us as fair an opportunity as Mr. 
Garrison has had for estimating these medical ladies at 
their real, practical value. 

The charge has been frequently made,— to its dan- 
ger, indeed, we ourselves pointed many years since, in 
one of our earlier pubUcations upon the subject of crimi- 
nal abortion, — that there is {in especial Uability of 
women physiciyis becoming principals in that guilt. 
That all medical men are immaculate in this respect, no 
physician will claim j but it will hardly be denied that 
the increased risk to which we have referred does exist. 
It is unnecessary in the present connection to do more 
than refer to the fact. 

So far as concerns Mrs. DalPs new and repulsive 
argument, which is the only point they undertook to 
discuss, the members of the Gynaecological Society were 
united in condemning it, and there is probably not a 
reader of the " Independent,'' should he or she take the 
trouble to look it up, who will' not do the same. The 
venerable President of the Society, and our associate in 
the editorial conduct of its Journal, Dr. Winslow 
Lewis, well known for his previous comiiesies to lady 
physicians, took no pains to conceal his disgust. And 
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Dr. Bowditch, to whom we have referred as for the 
present still giving a nominal recognition to female 
practitioners, exclaimed, upon being shown the lady's 
denunciation of the purity of her own .sex, that it was 
^ perfectly outrageous for such a thought to have en- 
tered her mind," and that, ^^ after it had done so, it should 
not have been loosed therefrom upon the community.'^ 
To-day he states to us that he has carefully reperused 
her article, and that he attaches to it the same stigma. 

We have thus called attention to the plain facts in the 
case. We commend them to the careful scrutiny of Mr. 
Garrison and those who, with him, are willing to discuss 
these serious matters quietly and dispassionately. It is 
very easy in the excitement of controversy to forget the 
proprieties of debate, and to resort to unbecoming per- 
sonalities. We ourselves have neither the time nor the 
inclination for anything of the kind. We would also 
call to Mr. Garrison's notice the fact that his tilt thus 
far has been outside the true arena, and with merely the 
shadow of an antagonist that even he <)^nnot overcome. 
He has criticised a brief letter to Mrs. Dall, a copy of ' 
which was publiiShed in the Journal of the Gynjecologir 
cal Society for September. This, however, as then 
statedj was merely the precursor of an article in the 
Journal for November, upon the Relations of Physi- 
cians to Invalid Women, which Mr. Garrison has evi- 
dently not seen. We have requested our publisher^ 
Mr. James Campbell, to forward him a copy. When 
he shall have read it, and appreciates to what scanda- 
lous doctrine he now seems to lend defence, he will 
probably recall the very pertinent old saying, that it is 
sometimes better to let sleeping dogs lie. 
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A NEW INSTRUMENT FOR EXPLORING THE UTERINE 

CAVITY. 

Bt Joseph H. Wabbkn, Bostoh, 
[R«ad htfort 1h€ SoeUiy, Deo, 2, 1809.] 

During the last sixteen years, while giving more 
or less attention to the diseases of females, I have fre- 
quently had cases of menorrhagia where it was not al- 
ways clear to my mind what was the exciting cause of 
the continued flowing, and I have found many times, after 
the ordinary treatment of menorrhagia, that there would 
still be an oozing of a more or less bloody discharge. 
As very many of my patients resided at a greater or 
less distance, it was not always convenient to have 
recourse to the sponge tent to dilate the os and cervical 
canal, and thereby establish a more certain diagnosis; 
so for years I have resorted to the use of a small wire 
loop, which I could compress slightly, before introducing 
it into the os uteri and cavity of the uterus, after which 
it would naturally expand. Sweeping this around, I 
have often detected small polypi and other fibroid 
growths, which were the exciting cause of the hemor- 
rhage, and have brought them into view, where the ordi- 
nary uterine sound had failed to detect anything, fi-om 
the fact that its smooth, rounded point would glide past 
the growths, and thus fail to convey their presence to 
the most sensitive touch. 

From the success of this loop, I devised the following 
little instrument, which I have found very useful in ex- 
ploring the uterine cavity, where I suspected any polypi 
or abnormal growths, or other uterine irregularities. 

It consists of two springs, of an elliptical form, joined 
together on their superior surface by a covered hinge- 
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joint, united to a shaft of wire about ten or twelve 
inches in length that terminates in a handle or ring. 




Upon the lower third of this shaft is a screw-thread 
cut for a nut to work upon, pressing against the canula 
which the springs and shaft pass through. This canula, 
as well as the shaft, is malleable, so that they may be 
adapted or bent to any desired angle, and is eight or 
ten inches in length by a little over an eighth of an inch 
in diameter. 

As the shaft is forced through the canula, the springs, 
upon emerging, expand and form a loop of any desired 
size, as is indicated by degrees cut upon the lower end 
of the shaft. 

The springs being drawn into thejcanula, it is now 
ready for introduction as an ordinary probe or sound. 
After having passed sufficiently far into the cavity, the 
shaft is forced through the canula, allowing the springs 
to expand within, when it may be gently passed round 
with a sweeping movement, and any outgrowth or 
irregularity will be detected by falling within the circle 
of the fenestra or loop. 

After having satisfied ourselves of the character of 
the outgrowth, if it be a polypus, or fibro-polypus, with 
a small pediculated attachment, requiring no great 
amount of force for its removal, the canula can be 
pressed up, or the shaft brought downward, bringing 
with it the tumor, thus acting upon the principle of the 
ecraseur, and it can be readily removed with but little 
hemoirhage. 
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If the tumor is larger, and it is found necessary, the 
loop may be tightened upon the tumor, and thus stran- 
gulate it, as with the double canula of Gooch, and may 
be left in situ until sloughing takes place. 

It may also be used to hold the uterine neck in place 
for surgical operations upon it, by clasping around it, or 
for correcting any version of the same organ. I hardly 
need suggest that this instrument is very useful for 
many other operations, such as carrying cotton or 
sponge within its grasp, as we would with the ordinary 
dressing forceps; removing portions of retamed pla- 
centa; abstracting polypi or foreign bodies from the 
nasal or aural cavities ; carrying a ligature or .sponge to 
the posterior nares, as in plugging for hemorrhage;' for 
any operations or applications to the throat; and it 
might also be useful in operations upon the urethra and 
bladder. 

To more practically illustrate its use, I will mention 
the two following cases : — 

Mrs. E , aged forty, had had more or less san- 
guineous discharge from the uterus for the last two 
years. Upon examination with the speculum, the uterus 
brought into view was found twice or three times the 
normal size, the os very much dilated as well as the ute- 
rine canal, and the whole organ more or less affected 
with metritic and endometritic inflammation. Upon 
passing the sound into the uterine cavity, it bled freely 
upon the slightest touch. After removing the bloody 
discharge, the loop was passed in, and a small, soft poly- 
pus was readily detected, and brought into view, and 
then with ease removed by it. 

Mrs. W , aged fifty-eight, has suffered more 

or less at times for the last five years from excessive 
menorrhagia, and has had great pain through the pelvic 
region. She has an enlarged ovary of the left side, and 
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from the constant uterine discharge and pain, she has 
become very much prostrated and enfeebled. Upon 
examination by the speculum the neck was found elon- 
gated, the OS indented in many places from previous 
ulceration. ' On passing the sound into the uterine 
cavity nothing was detected, but a dark, bloody dis- 
charge followed upon its withdrawal. For want of a bet- 
ter name, the Uterine Explorer or Canula Ecraseur was 
passed in, and a small cauliflower excrescence was 
brought down, and found to have a thread-like, pedicu- 
lar attachment, which, as in the foimer case, was di- 
vided by the loop, little or no hemorrhage following. 

In the majority of cases that have come under my 
observation of menorrhagia, that have continued for 
any considerable length of time, the os and uterine 
canal are usually much dilated, and, in fact, the whole 
organ is enlarged, soft, and friable, and readily yielding 
to the slightest effort in dilatation; so that an instru- 
ment like this can be easily used in making a correct 
diagnosis, and to ascertain the presence or absence of 
tumors, and other variations from the normal condition, 
and also to afford a more rational mode of treatment. 

An instrument constructed on this principle, with 
slight alteration and enlargement, such as a joint in the 
shaft and canula, might, I think, be advantageously used 
in midwifery and in other surgical operations. 
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FURTHER REMARKS UPON BROMIDE OF IODINE AS A 
THERAPEUTIC AGENT. 

BT H. GEBOULD, MA881LLON, OHIO. 

[QmmunicaUdtoiKe Society, andreadDec. 21, 1809.] 

Permit me to again bring this remedy to the notice 
of the Society, for the following reasons: — 

Ist. To vindicate myself for bringing it before the 
profession. 2d. To throw some further light upon its 
history; and, 3d, To correct some erroneous impressions 
in regard to its use. 

As I have been accused of irregularity, and severely 
censured by members of the medical profession for ad- 
vocating the use of a remedy not given in the U. S. 
Dispensatory, or whose formula was not made known 
to the profession, I have for some tjfae endeavored to 
collect facts in regard to it. The following has been 
the result of my investigations: — 

Prof. J. T. Metcalfe, of New York, says it was intro- 
duced to his notice * by Dr. Webb, of Hempstead, Long 
Island, who recommended its use in the case of his 
son, then suffering from an exceedingly severe attack 
of diphtheria. The result exceeded his most sanguine 
expectations. Prof. M. subsequently used it in several 
cases with marked benefit, and adds, ^ I submit these 
facts to the profession, well knowing with what diffi- 
dence we should look upon new ^ discoveries ' in the re- 
medial world, and hoping that the true value of Dr. 
Webb's suggestion may be ascertained in the only 
proper manner, that is, by the result of many observa- 
tions," etc. ^^I indulge the hope that their more ex- 
tended field of observation may enable them to do what 

• AnMrioao Medical Timei, Vol. 2d, 1861, p. 86. 
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I have suggested above/' The strength employed by 
Dr. M. for topical application to the tonsil was ^^four or 
five drops of the bromide, to the fluid ounce of gum 
syrup, well applied to the diphtherial patches every two 
hours;'' and for internal use, ^Hwo drops of the bro- 
nude to the fluid ounce of the mucilage, drachm doses 
being taken at intervals of several hours." 

Dr. Tall3ott, of Warren, Pa., was the firs|;, I believe, 
to recommend its use in uterine disease, and after 
several years' trial, he still claims very decided benefit 
from its use. I also have no reason to change my views 
as expressed in the July number of this Journal. In case 
m., as reported, although the tumor had attained 
large dimensions, it is gradually diminishing in size. 
AU of the former painful symptoms have disappeared. 
It is now quite movable, and occasions no constitutional 
disturbance whatever. 

In the October number of the Journal, I notice an 
interchange of views by several of the members of the 
GynaBCological Society regarding this remedy. 

Prof. Storer says, ^It at times produces great consti- 
tutional irritation, especially when applied within the 
uterine cavity." Dr. Warner also speaks of its produc- 
ing general irritation, and states that after three months 
of its employment no perceptible change is observed. 
He had *^ used a solution of fifteen per cent, of the bro- 
mideJ^ 

I think the irritation is caused by using a too strong 
solution in the uterine cavity. The strength I recom- 
mended was intended for external application, including 
the external os uteri, reducing it much more for intra- 
uterine use. Again, the preparations vary in strength, 
and I think also in efifect. From the fifteen per cent, 
preparation I have realized very little benefit. Indeed, 
this is the only form I have known to produce irritation 
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to any great extent. It could not be used by the pa- 
tient in Case IH., alluded to above, until it had been 
largely diluted with Mecca oil or glycerine. 

From Charles Pfizer &*Co., the chemists who supply 
Lazell, Marsh, & Gardner, of New York, I learn that 
they follow the formula given by Otto Graham, in 
which the combination of two equivalents of bro- 
mide to one equivalent of iodine is employed, as this 
is more soluble in water than other combinations. This 
is free from water. The fifteen per cent, preparation is 
not mentioned. It is, however, from the proto-bromide 
of iodine that I have derived the greatest advantage. 
This is of greater consistence, but in my judgment it is 
far less irritating than either of the others. 

From Dr. DePuy, of Grand Eapids, Michigan, I have 
received an article, very dark in color, hard in consist- 
ence, and nearly insoluble in glycerine. From this I 
have derived little or no benefit. 

I am now using the following, with excellent results: 

R. Bromide of Iodine (B. of I. pt. i., Glyc. pt. v.) 
5 ii. Carbolic Acid (crystals) gr. xx. Glycerine 
Siss. in.. 

Trusting that the remedy may be faithfully tested until 
its properties are fully understood, and it has found its 
appropriate place in medicine, I submit the above for 
the consideration of the Society. 



UTERINE CONFOUNDED WITH HEPATIC DISEASE. 

Bt Prof. Theodobb H. Jewbtt, South Bebwiok, Mb. 

ICommunioaUd to the Society ^ and read Nov. 16, 1809.] 

A MONTH since, Mrs. called at my oflSice, request- 
ing me to prescribe for an old ^^ liver complainf She 
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was suflfering from intense pain in the hepatic region. 
She had undergone a great variety of treatment, and 
her general health was very feeble. Upon looking her 
case over, I said to her that she had no afifection of the 
liver, or, if so, that it was functional or sympathetic. 
Her complexion was clear; her tongue was clean; the 
urine well enough. I asked her as to the condition of 
the uterus. She declared, strange to fiay, that she had 
no trouble as to that organ or its surroundings, and 
never had had. I requested an examination; she re- 
fused. I therefore prescribed a liniment of chloroform 
and ammonia for the side, and powders of morphine and 
quinine. In a few days I was called to her house; she 
had been comfortable only during the use of my pre* 
scriptions. Again an examination was declined. The 
same treatment was continued. 

In a few days I was again sent for. In the absence 
of her remedies she had suffered mosji severely. I in- 
sisted now as to an examination, and found one of the 
most extreme cases of refcpoversion. The cervix was 
thrown up, and the fundus descended so as to form an 
angle of one hundred -and thirty-five degrees. It was 
immovable with the fingers, the patient having been 
placed in the knee-elbow position. I therefore bent a 
sound almost double, and, entering it with some diffi- 
culty, at once replaced the uterus. The patient was 
immediately relieved as to her side. I introduced a 
closed Hodge's pessary, and left the case comfortable. 

It seems that Mrs. 7, two years before, had been 

overturned backward in a carriage, and had been ill ever 
since. A week after the replacement, I was called on 
account of a partial return of pain in the side. I found 
the pessary somewhat displaced, and the fundus pitch- 
ing a little backwards again. I replaced the pessary, 
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and comfort was restored. Some congestion of the 
uterus will require attention. 

This is one of those cases often mistaken for liver 
troubles. Uterine disease, from various causes, is very 
often to be found in them; the abnormal condition of the 
organ instituting sympathetic troubles with other or- 
gans, masking the uterus; it is now the liver, now the 
stomach, again the head, and now the heart. 

Yet many of our best physicians ignore attention to 
the uterus. How long shall this continue, and the com- 
munity suffer from the ignorance or prudery of the 
profession? 



EDITORIAL NOTES. 



The ooMMmaoATioisr from Prop. Sempson, of Ed- 
inburgh, which \te to-day publish, in answer to the un- 
called for, ungenerous, and unjust attack by Prof. 
Jacob Bigelow, of this city, will be read with interest 
by all, whether within or without the profession, who 
delight to see false currency nailed to the counter. 
Our townsman seems to have stated what he must have 
known, or at least, ought to have known^ was un- 
founded. 

Possibly, it is true, as we intimated in our December 
number, the course of Dr. Bigelow may be attributed 
to the forgetfulness of age. This excuse, however, can- 
not be urged for the editor of the journal who welcomed 
the tirade to his columns, with a preface of fulsome 
laudation, none the bettered by his subsequent display 
of puny wit at the expense of the ^^be-knighted"* 
Scotch professor. Nor can it avail those suborned 

• Boeton Medioal and SorgiMl JonnuJ, Deo. % 1869, p. 819. 
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claqueurs, so ready always for their prompter's nod, 
who so assiduously ladled that week's milk aud water 
into the runnels of the secular press. 

As Dr. Parks, known by us all for his largeness of 
soul, and love of fair play, will of course hasten to copy 
Prof. Simpson's reply to Dr. Bigelow, into the journal 
of which he is the responsible editor, we would not be 
behind in courtesy. We therefore present below, the 
criticism of Dr. Bigelow as adorned by Dr. Parks, 
asking pardon from the former gentleman if we allow 
his postilion to precede him. 

^ TVTien, a few weeks since, we wrote a paragraph in 
these columns, to the effect that the general drift of dis- 
cussion and remark would often well-nigji make it ap- 
pear that Edinburgh, and not Boston, was the birth- 
place of anaesthesia, we little thought that the Seal of 
the Town Council of Edinburgh was to be so soon 
placed upon our statement; or that a Scottish Baronet 
was perhaps at that moment meditating the speech 
which was to give point to our words and make them 
literally applicable. The English medical journals, 
however, which have lately been received here, are 
teeming with descriptions of the ceremonies at the Pre- 
sentation of the Freedom of the city of Edinburgh to 
Sir James Y. Simpson. And the address of the Lord 
Provost on that occasion, together with the speech of 
the Knighted Physician in reply, fully confirm all that 
we had said on this subject.. But, when the now ven- 
erable author of the famous essays on Nature in Disease 
comes forth, as in the following communication, from 
his retirement of literary leisure, — a repose well earned 
by a life of activity as full of honors as of years, — to 
vindicate the claims of the land which gave to the world 
one of the greatest medical discoveries ever vouchsafed 
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to mankind, it becomes us to vacate the chief place in 
this Journal, and leave it to be graced for the time by 
his distinguished occupancy.'' 

So far. Dr. Luther Parks; from hence, Dr. Bigelow: 
*^ In a recent copy which has reached us of the ^ Edin- 
burgh Ddily Review,' is contained an account of a meet- 
ing of the Town Council of Edinburgh, at which the 
freedom of the city was presented, in a crimson velvet 
box, emblazoned with the city arms,to Sir James Y. Simp- 
son, Bart., M.D., etc., etc. The account is accompa- 
nied with the speech of the Lord Provost, and the reply 
of the eminent physician to whom this signal honor was 
tendered. In the address the Lord Provost says, * I 
will not dwell on what you have accomplished m medi- 
cal science. I will only allude to your discovery, — th? 
greatest of all discoveries in modem times, — the appli- 
cation of chloroform to the assuagement of human suf- 
fering.' 

^^No one will probably object to the proceeding of 
the municipal authorities of Edinburgh, in conferring 
high honor on one of its citizens who has assisted in in- 
troducing into that city the results of an important dis- 
covery, and whose professional celebrity, like that of 
many predecessors, has attracted to his place of resi- 
dence an influx of strangers, thereby greatly benefiting 
* the hotel-keepers, merchants, and others of the city/ 
not including the various manufactories of chloroform 
in Great Britain, one of which, ^ located in Edinburgh, 
makes as many as eight thousand doses a day.' But 
many persons will think it a mistake, in the adopter of 
a foreign discovery, to ignore the source from which he 
derived it. Sir James Simpson, in a long and eloquent 
reply to the Lord Provost, while he complacently ac- 
cepts the crown of borrowed plumes thus tendered to 
him, makes not the slightest allusion to the country 
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from which they were plucked, in which country ansBS- 
thetic inhalation, with more agents than one, was estab- 
lished, vindicated, and successfully practised long before 
it was heard of in Edinburgh or any part of Europe. 

^It is not wonderful that in the designs of Provi- 
dence medicinal agents should exist, capable of avert- 
ing pain by the suspension of sensibility. But the won- 
der is that, after mankind had borne pain ever since the 
creation of their race, any person should be found of 
sufficient courage and strength of conviction to put 
through the untried and formidable experiments neces-' 
sary to decide^ whether life could continue, under the 
inhalation of a scarce respirable vapor, carried to such 
an extent as to destroy sensibility and produce appar- 
ent death. That man was not Sir James Y. Simpson. 

^ The history of anaesthetic inhalation is well known. 
It began in this country, and was first used in the ex- 
traction of teeth, and afterwards in capital operations in 
the Mass. Gen. Hospital, and in obstetrical practice. 
The attention of the civilized world was immediately 
drawn to the great American discovery. Every known 
variety of ethers and of compounds containing the ele- 
ments of ethers, together with volatile substances, gases, 
and vapors, were at once submitted to the test of ex- 
periment. It is possible that better agents than those 
now in use will hereafter be discovered; but for the last 
twenty years the ansBsthetic practice seems to have set- 
tled mainly on two agents, namely, sulphuric ether, with 
which the discovery was made, and which has thus far 
shown itself to be the most safe and manageable, and 
chloroform, which is more portable and agreeable in its 
odor, but which experience has shown to be more fre- 
quently attended with danger in its use. 

• Boston Medical and SurgioalJoomal, Nor. 25tb, 1869, p. 296. 
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Prof. Simpson's bolt, a heavy one, is shot true to its 
mark. In a private letter to ourselves, accompanying 
that to the Society, he speaks further of ^^ that most 
strange and unprovoked attack of Dr. Bigelow. "What 
could have swayed him, I know not. I have sent him 
in return a copy of this letter. 

^^Of the very misdemeanor with which he charges 
me, he is guilty, while I am innocent. Certainly the 
Provost, Mr. William Chambers^ the pubUsher, made 
no allusion whatever to the history of ansasthesia, upon 
which I could have hung any remark upon Morton, or 
Davy, or any one else. I don't know if his observa- 
tions are correctly reported, as we had no written ad- 
dress; but even as given by the reporter, his one or 
two sentences on ansBsthesia refer to chloroform only.* 

^^I think that, in common courtesy. Dr. Bigelow 
should have sent me some copy or another of his attack. 
In this and other respects, it has the character of what 
in England is called a * foul ' blow." 



iSARLT IN THE PRESENT MONTH, the Committee in the 
case of the Harvard Medical School versus all the other 
medical colleges in the country, of which the Dean of 
the Harvard Faculty was so impartially appointed chair- 
man, is expected to report to the Councillors of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society. It is rumored that an 
attempt will be made to evade the direct points that 
we presented for the consideration of the profession in 
our editorial for October last, and to soften by some 
subterfuge the unjust and inquisitory measures hitherto 
employed by that Society in servile obedience to the will 

♦ Tho report of the Lord Prorout's remarki, at the Presontatidn of the Freedom of the (Sty 
of Edinburgh to Prof. Simpsoa, will be found in the December number of this Journal. 
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of the University oflSicials; or, if such be found impossi- 
ble, that the Councillors will endeavor to stifle further 
discussion, and to prevent the questions before them 
from going to the Society at large for its final action. 

The time, however, has passed for the repetition of 
any such process of barter and sale. By manipulating 
the Board of Councillors, as it has always hitherto done, 
the College has controlled the election, not merely of the 
officers of the general Society, but of those of the dis- 
tricts also, and it has dealt these positions to its satel- 
lites. Through its influence, the holding of the Annual 
Meeting in other portions of the Commonwealth less 
subject to its sway than Boston has been discouraged, 
and a centripetal tendency of the most selfish and exclu- 
sive character has been systematically planned and 
effected. 

We have stated that an institution or a society, com- 
posed or imder the governance of medical men, if it 
violates the Code of Ethics of the American Medical 
Association, is as subject to discipline by that body as 
would be an individual. We have shown, by indisputa- 
ble evidence, that both the Massachusetts Medical So- 
ciety and the Medical School of Harvard University are 
blameworthy, in that they have conspired together to 
prevent the graduates of all other schools from settling 
in Massachusetts, and to blacken their names by com- 
pelling an apparently voluntary association with knaves 
and charlatans, not members of the Society, if they 
dare to enter, for a permanent residence, these sacred 
borders. % 

The revelations that we have already made afford 
abundant reason for the National Association to refuse 
to both of the bodies referred to, the right of representa- 
tion at its sessiQus until they shall have purged them- 
selves of their present contempt. There are other 
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matters of equal importance and equal discredit, to which 
wo may hereafter refer. Meanwhile we commend to 
distant members of the Association, the following perti- 
nent extracts from one of our western contemporaries. 

After quoting from this Journal for October last our 
comments upon the unjust discrimination between 
applicants for admission, made by the State Society,* the 
editor says ^^ that every high-toned physician through- 
out the country will say amen to the manner ia which 
this by-law is stigmatized, we have no doubt. That any 
set of men could be induced to make such a discrimina- 
tion — subjecting some to examination before admitting 
them as members of their Society, because they did riot 
graduate ai particular schools^ arid omitting it with oth- 
ers because they did — is truly astonishing to us. It is 
an insult to the whole profession; and the American 
Medical Association will do wrong in permitting such a 
Society to have representation in it. And what makes 
this rule still more odious is, that a non-graduate may 
be admitted a member of the Society by passing an 
examination before the Board of Censors, thus virtually 
ignoring the degrees of all other colleges. 

" Colleges which make use of such means to compel 
patronage should be classed among the irregular schools, 
and their courses of lectures not recognized by other 
institutions. It is dirty work, gentlemen, and the sooner 
you discard it the better.'' f 

* By the first by-law of the Massaohosetts Medical Sooietj, as revised in 1859, it is 
requisite that the applicant shall have passed a satisfactory examinatioa before a Board of 
Censors, as to his credentials and personal and medical qaalifications and character, and 
shall hare signed the by-laws. But an^ person haying been grsdaated as Doctor of 
Medicine at Harvard University shall, if otherwise qnalifled^ bo admitted without further 
examination as to his medical attainments ! 

t Cinoiimati Medical Bepertory^ December, 1869, p. 883. 
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Dealing, as they do, with womanly matters, the 
. members of this Society have yet no desire to measure 
tongues with even the least loquacious of that interest- 
ing sex, nor will the Journal, save for grave reason^ 
launch itself upon the stormy sea of woman's abstract 
rights or wrongs. There are occasions, however, when 
silence ceases to be golden; such an one is that to which 
we have called attention in our reply to Mr. William 
Lloyd Garrison, the universal agitator, published in pur 
pages the present month. In that reply we deal with 
Mr. G., and his championship of a disgusting libel upon 
^even the purest women; '' in what we are now writing 
we have to do with another and entirely dififerent out- 
rage upon the community, — the favoritism and injustice 
of a partisan or venal press. 

The editor of the New York ^^Independent," in its 
issue of 23d December last, permitted Mr. Garrison to 
occupy nearly three columns of its space with an arti- 
cle which we will not say was composed of the veriest 
balderdash. It was nominally in defence of Mrs. Dall 
and her peculiar doctrine, to which we called attention 
in this Journal for September and J^'ovember, but in re- 
aUty in advocacy of female physicians. The Gynaeco- 
logical Society was the target a< which this practised 
marksman was cajoled to fly his paper pellets, and they 
were indeed those of a school-boy. 

Inasmuch as the gentleman's remarks were evidently 
based upon mere distorted and hearsay evidence, for his 
statements were at variance with the facts in the case, 
and were of a nature calculated to give an erroneous 
opinion of the action and character of the Society, we 
sent to the ''Independent'' the reply which we this 
month publish. Its insertion was refused to us by the 
. following letter, which we commend to the thoughtful 
scrutiny of all the readers of that newspaper to whose 
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attention this article may in any way be brought. They 
may perhaps find in it a fairness and just appreciation, 
which we ourselves have failed to perceive, of what was 
due to the Society fi'om an editor who had at least lent 
the opportunity to unjustly malign it. 

" Independent Office, Kew Tork, Jan. 5, 1870. 

*^Deab Sm: — It is contrary to our rules to permit 
one writer to reply to another in our columns. If we 
have allowed a correspondent to do injustice to another 
in any statement, of course we allow the injured party 
space to define and repel a misrepresentation; but that 
is all. We do not allow space for one writer to reply to 
the arguments of another. We might, or might not, ac- 
cording to circumstances, allow you or some one else to 
present an argument against women becoming physi- 
cians; but we should not allow that argument to take 
the form of a reply to another correspondent. Experi- 
ence has taught us that this rule is the only one that 
can keep us from being all the time whelmed under a 
load of controversy. If Mr. Garrison has unwittingly 
misrepresented you, we will allow you to say wherein 
in the briefest terms; but we cannot allow you to reply 
to his arguments. 

^ Yours truly, 

^^ Oliver Johnson, 

^ Editor in charge.^ 

We accordingly sent to the ^^Independent'' a very 
brief note, calling attention to Mr. Garrison's wilful or 
unintended, labored or very natural, overpersuaded or 
spontaneous, misrepresentation.* We did not intend in 

* Eren a portion of this brief note wm rappressed by the editor of the Independent, and 
the preface that he thought fit to append, instead, to what he did pnbUsh, was made, by an 
adroit use of a quotation we had used fhun his note of refusal, to imply that we ourselref 
thought Mr. Garrison's misrepresentation to have been ''unwittingly'' oommitted. 
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the reply which was refused us to do more than unmask, 
as we had the right to do, the closely disguised coun- 
terfeit of Mrs. DalPs real argument, and confront Mr. 
Garrison with the grinnmg skull thereon. As for dis- 
cussing ^^ the woman question " in its relations to skirted 
practitioners, nothing was further from our minds at the 
time, though we confess that we do not favor " the third 
sex'' so much as does Mr. Garrison. The course of the 
^^ Independent,'' so true to its catchpenny title, ^^ lucus 
a non lucendo," we are perfectly willing to leave to the 
comments of our readers. 



We have already said that, in our opinion, it is 
not a violation of the Code of Ethics of the American 
Medical Association for specialists to print their cards 
in medical journals, or to send them, under enclosure, to 
their professional brethren. It may be a matter of taste ; 
it can in no sense be an infringement of the rights of 
others, or of professional decorum, any more than it is 
for the published works of medical authors to be thus 
advertised, or the indication of public or private courses 
of lectures, all of which are ever permitted, the world 
wide. 

It is, however, a wholly different thing' for the an- 
nouncement to be made to the improfessional public, 
and it is undoubtedly this that is ruled against in the 
third of the resolutions, adopted by the Association, 
and printed in the number of this Journal for Decem- 
ber last. Indeed, it was upon this theory, and not that 
advanced by Dr. Yandell,* that the Medical Association 

* It is only just to the other Drs. Yandell, of Lonisyille, to state that the gentleman re- 
ferred to is Dr. L. P., Jr., and not Dr. L. P., Sen., or Dr. D. W., one at least of whom we 
happen to know strongly disapproTOS of the action taken by his relatire. 
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of Ifew Orleans suspended from fellowship their hith- 
erto honored associates, to whose case we then alluded. 

"We have said that the line must be drawn somewhere. 
The expulsion of Dr. Homberger from the National As- 
sociation a year or two since, for publicly advertising 
himself as an ophthalmologist, showed the point beyond 
which, at that time, it was considered improper to go. 
Dr. Homberger, it is true, but carried into effect the 
doctrines of free trade in medical skill which he had 
ably, but, as we still think, mistakenly, advocated be- 
fore the Association as the Chairman of its Committee 
upon Specialism in 1865, and he fell a victim to the 
preponderance of adverse opinion. 

The natural tendency even among specialists, as they 
become recognized as in ^^ proper and legitimate fields 
of practice,'' is towards a conservatism that is rapidly 
assuming a more and more exclusive character. This 
has undoubtedly its advantages, both to the individual 
and to the branch of science that he is developing. The 
closer the corporation, the more marked do its members 
become, and the more necessary it is that they should 
pay heed to their every step. This has been particu- 
larly evident in the case of the cultivators of ophthal- 
mology, who. have everywhere in the world taken the 
lead of all other special workers, and by this very union 
of effort have made such wonderful advances in the in- 
terpretation and cure of disease. To this we alluded in 
an editorial in the December number of this Journal, as 
also to the fact that it will very soon be true of gynae- 
cologists also. 

There have been complaints, that the rule enforced by 
the American Ophthalmological Society against public 
advertisements is an oppressive one. It is, however, 
strictly in accordance with that of the American Medi- 
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cal Association upon which we were commenting, and 
must be judged in its connection with it. 

We take from our table two remonstrances there lying. 
The fact that the first is from an old student of our own, 
for whom we have a strong personal regard, will explain 
its frankness. The other is from a gentleman, whose 
positiop, we believe, has, till now, been above discussion. 

" OinoinDAU, July Slrt, 1869; 

*^Deab Dootob: — The courtesy you have ever ex- 
tended to my humble self prompts me to ask you to 
unravel a very knotty problem. 

^ After five years of hard labor, I find myself just 
beginning in the world. The last year has been devoted 
to the eye and ear, under Dr. , of this city. 

^ But now, as I am about to enter the practice of this 
specialty, the State and National Medical Associations 
step forward, and say that no physican in good standing 
shall announce himself to the public as a specialist. 

^Is this right? Is this justice? Does not this leave 
the field entirely to quackery? 

^ Any knave who is disposed can announce himself 
as a specialist and reap a rich harvest from the sufier- 
ings of his fellows, while aii educated man who has 
spent his best years in study, with a faith in humanity, 
a trust in the future, a heart that feels for suffering, and 
an earnest desire to do sonie good in the world, is forced 
away into some dingy den of an office, where the sun- 
light never comes, there to spend in solitude and pov- 
erty the best ten years of his life, if he does not turn to 
some other pursuit that promises more bread and butter. 

^But, says my. ancient professional brother across 
the way, ^Hold on to legitimate medicine; transgress not 
the Code of Ethicsj look to the sympathy and support 
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of your medical brethren; tarry in Jericho till yom* 
beard is grown/ 

^^ This all sounds mighty fine. It's fun to the old, but 
death to the young. 

^^ Now what jioQS the sympathy and support of some 
old heathen, who is trying to break you down, amount to? 
These other doctors want every dollar and every patient 
to keep thQ wolf from the door I As to the Code of 
Ethics, I have always b^en taught that the true founda- 
tion of government rests upon the consent of the gov- 
erned. 

^^ And as to tarrying in Jericho, this learning to labor 
and to wait is the hardest lesson in life to learn. You 
wait for business till the paralyzing touch of poverty 
and neglect has crushed the better life out of a man. 
You see that I write at length, and with feeling, on this 
point. Tell me what you think, for I would rather have 
your opinion on this matter than that of all the old fos- 
sils in the land. * * * 

^^Dr. H. K. Stoker.'* 

«; New York, July 26th, 1869. 

''Dear Doctor: — At the annual meeting of the 
American Ophthalmological Society, recently held at 
•Newport, R. I., by nearly a unanimous vote, two of its 
members in good standing were expelled, and a third 
was notified that unless he took from his door-plate the 
word 'oculist,' his name would be stricken from the list 
of members. 

"Article 3d of the Constitution of the Society reads: 
' No member of this Society shall attach to his name, in 
any public announcement, the title of oculist, or any 
similar title, or shall announce in print that he gives 
special or exclusive attention to special practice.' 

"The Committee on Ophthalmological Ethics (ap- 
pointed by the President of the Society) had if ' brought 
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to their notice ' that my name was in the If ew York 
City Directory, with ^Specialty, Diseases of the Eye and 
Ear/ appended to it; and that ^such announcement was 
deemed a decided violation of Article 3d of the Consti- 
tution.' 

^I was requested to explain my reason for so doing, 
and stated that I did not regard my name in the Direc- 
tory as a ^public announcement,' as that only applied to 
newspapers, and that no one looked in the Directory for 
, oculists, but for names, and that the same notice on my 
card wals a private one, for the use of my patients only. 

^I also added that every member of the Society con- 
nected with any medical college was ^ announced ' as 
^ Professor of Aural and Ophthalmic Diseases,' and the 
circulars containing said announcements were sent to 
every physician on this continent. If my name in the 
Directory is a violation of Article 3d of the Code, then 
half the members of the Society have done as much. 

^As I would not promise to withdraw such notice 
from the Directory, unless the editor of the ' Medical 
Register of the City of New York ' would allow me to 
put such a notice in that publication, which request I 
have been twice refused, a motion for my expulsion was 
made by a St. Louis member, and ^ willingly seconded ' 
by a New York member, and was carried, — only Dr. 
BLay, of Boston, voting against it. 

^A resolution was previously introduced that I be 
allowed to resign, but failed to be carried. Indeed, H 
would not have resigned, as I do not think that I have 
gone beyond the spirit of the law any more than half the 
members of the Society. Indeed, I cannot believe that 
the profession in Europe or America will uphold such 
inquisitorial interference between the specialist and the 
public, who demand some way by which they can dis- 
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cem tlie general from the special practitioner of medi- 
cine or sm-gery. 

^'Wm. FKEt). HOLOOMBE. 

^'Dr. Geo. H. Bixbt.'' 

In answer to Dr. * * *, and the many who acutely 
feel what he has so well expressed in words, it may be 
said that the same avenues are still open, through which 
the most prominent specialists have gained their repu- 
tation. The careful study of cases, the reasoning from 
effects ' to their cause, and the publication of these 
through Society Records, and in Medical Journals, soon 
and always will make a man favorably and honorably 
known, and usually give all the practice that he cares 
to attend. 

As regards Dr. Holcombe's case, it would seem that 
he is in the same predicament as Drs. Brickell, Beard, 
Choppin, and Bruns, at New Orleans, and Dr. A. K. 
Gardner, at New York. These gentlemen all appear to 
have violated, however unintentionally, one or another 
article of the code to which they had of their own free 
will subscribed, and by which they were therefore 
bound. In each instance they have very naturally been 
annoyed at receiving discipline, and in each have 
spumed the exhortation to return to the confines of the 
fold. 

It will be thought no excuse for Dr. Holcombe to 
point to the titles of the Professors of Ophthalmic aijid 
Aural Surgery in the circulars of Medical Col- 
leges. Compared with his advertisement in the Public 
Directory of the city of New York, the cases are not 
parallel. Nor is it exactly in point for the physicians to 
the Orleans Infirmary to shield their circular to persons 
outside the profession, by reference to courses of lec- 
tures, to hospitals, and to specialities of practice, adver- 
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tised only to the profession and in Medical Journals 
alone. Again; it will hardly be considered of avail for 
geijtlemen thus placed to allege that their fellows have 
done just what they have. This plea did not save Dr. 
Gardner from his trouble with the New York Academy 
of Medicine, even though he were able to prove that 
others of its members consulted with men who were 
irregular in their practice. It is, moreover, in such cases 
useless to refer to the past history of those who may be 
sitting in judgment. !N"o matter how indiscreetly one 
may have conducted himself previously, this should all 
be forgotten, provided that of his own accord, and not 
acting under duress, the individ^jal have turned himself 
to a better life. 

There are those, as we have said, who, living in glass 
houses, must be very careful how they join the fray. 
We have alluded to the scores of general practitioners, 
whose public cards in newspapers are strewn over the 
countiy by every mail. There are others, of special ac- 
quirements and fame, who are carrying into literal ef- 
fect the injunction of Prof. Edward H. Clarke, of Har- 
vard University, that it is right and proper for the phy- 
sician to put himself into very direct relations with his 
client, the public. Ophthalmologists, as Williams, of 
Boston, and gynaecologists, as Napheys, of Philadel- 
phia, may legitimately by their writings directly instruct 
the people as to dangers to health, and the means of 
averting them, providing they do not too distinctly ad- 
vocate their own claims as special practitioners, or as 
possessors of secrets unknown to the profession at 
large. 



Wb would not, as some of our editorial brethren 
have done, even shake a lance, much less point one, at 
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that redoubtable knight of the press, Dr. Gaillard, of 
the ^^ Richmond and Louisville Journal.'' Dr. G. un- 
doubtedly did not intend, in his issue for the last month, 
to seem over-solicitous for the gynaBcological credit of 
the present city of his adoption, or to give a wrong im- 
pression, when he stated that Louisville was some two 
years in advance of Boston in establishing a Society 
^^ whose object was to give especial attention to the new 
science of the medical and surgical diseasea of women, 
as well as to midwifery.'' 

We were well aware of the existence of the Louisville 
Obstetrical Society, and that it is exerting an excellent 
influence. We would in no way abate one jot or one 
tittle of its claims to the gratitude of the profession, but 
our good friend seems to have forgotten that the Gynae- 
cological Society of Boston diflters from all other socie- 
ties that have preceded it, in that it is not partially, 
nor chiefly, but wholly devoted to the diseases of women. 
We would commend to his renewed attention the clos- 
ing sentence of the opening editorial in the very first 
number of this Journal: "There have long existed ob- 
stetrical societies in many of the great cities of Europe 
and America. Those of London and Edinburgh have 
done much good work, and so, at home, will those of 
Xew York and Boston. Obstetrical societies, however, 
like obstetrical professorships at college, have always 
been chiefly occupied by subjects particularly pertaining 
to midwifery, and will undoubtedly continue to be. The 
establishment of the new Society is to advance a branch 
they have hitherto left practically neglected, and it is to 
be hoped that they will extend to it a hearty welcome, 
rather than regret that it has at once sprung into a side- 
by-side success." 

With regard to the question of any precedence in 
lecturing between the excellent Dr. Newman, of Louis- 
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ville, and ourselves, — we do not care to discuss merely 
personal matters. As a matter of liistory, however, it 
may be stated that while Dr. N. delivered his course of 
nine lectures, Upon the surgical diseases of women, dur- 
ing the fall of 1865, to a class of students at the Univer- 
sity of Louisville, ^^ probably more than six months 
before Dr. Storer's lectures were delivered,'' we our- 
selves gave a course of much greater length, upon the 
same subject, to the students of the Berkshire Medical 
College, in October of that year; that is to say, at the 
same time with Dr. Newman, if not before him. But 
this is a point of not the slightest importance to either 
of us. Yery many good men and true, both abroad and 
at home, have for years given partial courses of instruc- 
tion in gynaecology, to their own credit and to the edifi- 
cation of their hearers. Much has been efiected hitherto, 
more is being accomplished now, and every year in- 
creases the relative amount of gynecological demand 
and supply. We would give Louisville all the credit 
that is justly her due; our old friend. Dr. Henry Miller, 
we have always considered one of the best gynaecolo- 
gists, as well as accoucheurs, in this country; but then 
her sons, native or by adoption, must not be too avari- 
cious or exclusive in their claims. 



In the mttltiplmity of topics crowding themselves 
upon our consideration, we have been compelled to neg- 
lect one of the most pleasant portions of an editor's du- 
ties, — the acknowledgment of the varied publications 
that are sent to us for those leisure hours that the busiest 
men are always supposed to have, — ^medical exchanges, 
newspapers, the popular magazines, scientific journals, 
and bound books. They have alre^idy collected on and 
under our table to an extent that we could not have sup- 
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posed possible iix a single half year. It will take us 
many a month to give them even a passing notice. 

In September last we devoted a few lines to the gynse- 
cological works of Elliot, Sims, Thomas, and Emmet, 
of New York, published by Appleton & Co., and Wood 
& Co., of New York, and H. C. Lea, of Philadelphia, 
and reteommended them for the library of every intelli- 
gent physician, for though of peculiar mterest to spe- 
cial workers, they are yet of great value to the general 
practitioner. 

Equally is this the case with regard to the several spe- 
cial medical journals, besides our own, now published in 
this country. The ^^ American Journal of Insanity,'' a 
quarterly, edited by Dr. John P. Gray, of the N. Y. 
. State Lunatic Asylum at Utica, fully keeps up the repu- 
tation gained during a long series of years. Very con- 
servative in its tendencies, it is yet conducted with good 
judgment, and often contains articles to which, as 
gynaecologists, we «hall gladly refer. Such an one is 
the admirable paper upon Maternal Mental Influence 
upon Embryonic Development, by Dr. Fisher, of Sing- 
Sing, N. Y., published last month. 

The ^^ Journal of Psychological Medicine, a quarterly 
review of Diseases of the Nervous System, Medical Ju- 
risprudence, and Anthropology,^' from D. Appleton & 
Co., of New York, might be thought a rival of the first; 
but it is in reality its complement. Like that, it, also, 
is a first-class publication, and as such it has attained a 
large circulation abroad. To personal talent of a very 
high order. Dr. Hammond has added that admmistra- 
tive ability which has enabled him to secure the co-op- 
eration of many eminent writers in his departments. 
This journal, also, is doing much for the interests of 
gynaecology. The three leading articles in the January 
number are instances in point. They are upon Idiocy 
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as the Bflfect of Social Evils, by Dr. Seguin, of New 
York; Hereditary Influence in Mental Disease, by Dr. 
O'Dea, of the same cityj and Physical and Moral 
Transmissions from Parents to Children, by Dr. Le 
Prohon, of Portland, Me. 

The ^^ American Journal of Syphilography and Der- 
matology," also a quarterly, edited by Dr. Henry, of 
the New York Dispensary, and published by Christem, 
of University Place, will undoubtedly become recog- 
nized authority, if it continues to present original com- 
munications from such men as the celebrated Dr. Boeck, 
of Christiania. Dr. Yan Buren's paper upon Congeni- 
tal Syphilis, in the January number, will interest every 
gynaecologist. We regret, however, to see that the 
^Journal'' is so exact a copy, typographically, of one. 
already in the field, the reprint of the London ^^ Prac- 
titioner," published by Kelley, Piet, & Co., of Balti- 
more, and James Campbell, of Boston. The same 
remark applies to the case of the new journal now 
published at Louisville, under the title of ^^ The Ameri- 
can Practitioner," by our friends, Drs. Parvin and D. 
"W. Yandell. Excellent as they are in their material, 
these two journals, in their arrangement of it, and in 
their type, are but imitations, and lack, so far, the charm 
of individuality. 

The *^ Archives of Ophthalmology and Otology," pub- 
lished by Wood & Co., of New York, and edited by 
Drs. Knapp and Moos, of Heidelberg, fitly represent 
departments, the former of which we have acknowl- 
edged to be far in advance of our own. The settlement 
by Dr. Knapp in this country marks an epoch as dis- 
tinctly defined as did the coming of Agassiz in natural 
science, and it is delightful to see the kindly feeling 
that has been displayed regarding him by the leaders in 
ophthalmology. 
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And last in our enumeration, though by no means the 
least, stands a journal to which we have already pleas- 
antly referred, the ^American Journal of Obstetrics j'' 
also a quarterly, conducted by Drs. Noeggerath, Daw- 
son, and Jacobi, of New York, and published by W. 
A. Townsend & Adams. The names of the famous 
Simon, of Heidelberg, of Emmet and Kammerer, of 
Thomas and Byrne, of Goodell and Skene, and others 
in similar standing, have made the past numbers as valu- 
able to the gynaecologist as to the accoucheur. The 
prominence, however, of late given in the Journal to 
the diseases of children, leads us to trust that our Mends 
will not continue to undertake the covering of so much 
ground, but that, confining themselves to obstetrics 
proper and Paidology, they will leave to us the field of 
the diseases of women. It is just as we have said of the 
Gynaecological in relation to Obstetrical Societies. We 
hope from our New York neighbor ^^ a hearty welcome, 
rather than regret that we have at once sprung into a 
side-by-side success;'' and whether it do as well by us 
or no, we bespeak for the Journal a place on the table 
of every physician. 

We have space for a word concerning a magazine 
whose growth we have watched with interest, the more 
from its having been established coincidently with our 
own: ^^Good Health,'' a monthly, published by Alexan- 
der Moore, of this city. It has aimed to fulfil a diflBl- 
cult mission, to popularize medical instruction of the 
higher order, and thus far it has succeeded. Papers 
by Drs. Jefiries, Both, and Kneeland attest alike the 
good sense of. their writers and the publisher. To the 
latter gentleman we need only say, that if to his enter- 
prise he continues to add a sufficiency of what is tech- 
nically known as ^backbone," we shall give him our 
cordial support. 
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The seventeenth regular meeting of the Society was 
held at Hotel Pelham, on the afternoon of Sept. 7th, 
1869, the President in the chair. Present, Drs. Lewis, 
Warner, Snllivan, Bixby, and H. R. Storer, and Pink- 
ham, of Lynn, Corresponding Member. 

The Secretary read letters from Drs. P. Ricord, of 
Paris, Honorary Member, and J. Hughes Bennett,of Ed- 
inburgh; C. S. F. Crede, of Leipsic; S. O. . Yanderpoel, 
of Albany, N. T.; O. P. Passett, of St. Albans, Yt.; A. 
Hams, of Colebrook, !N". H.; A. Hitchcock, of Fitch- 
burg, Mass., and J. T. Hodgen, of St. Louis, Corre- 
sponding Members, severally acknowledging the notifi- 
cation of their election. He also exhibited photographs 
of Drs. Ricord, Hitchcock, and Hodgen, received since 
the last meeting. 

The following donations to the Library were an- 
nounced: From Prof. T. Gaillard Thomas, of New 
York, a copy of the second edition of his work upon the 
Diseases of Women; from Prof. Theophilus Parvin, of 
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mapolis, a full set of the ^^ Western Journal of Med- 
/' complete from its commencement; and from Dr. 
. Toner, of Washington, D. C, copies of the fol- 
ig works: Dr. King's Monograph upon Ligature 
e Funis, Washington, 1867; Whytt's Treatise on 
ous Disorders, with MS. Notes by Dr. Mayo, Ed- 
^gh, 1764; Friend's Emmenologia, translated from 
Liatin by Dr. Thomas Dale, London, 1729; La- 
b's Treatise on Midwifery, translated by Thomas 
kyns. Surgeon, London, 1746; Severn's First Lines 
e Practice of Midwifery, London, 1831; and Wal- 
Memoir, entitled Removal of a Dropsical Ovarium, 
Ion, 1842. 

le Secretary read a paper, by Dr. Protheroe Smith, 
>ndon, entitled 

ID TO PABTURITION" AND TO THE TREATMENT OF 
^PLACEMENTS OP THE UTERUS, BY A NEW ME- 
ANICAL APPLIANCE. 

Smith's paper was published in the Joornal of the Society for Noyem- 
69.] 

discussion ensued upon the advantages and disad- 
iges of abdominal supporters. 
'. Lewis referred to the vast variety of such instru- 
s that had been employed during the long period 
he first entered practice. 

\ Bixby mentioned the fact that Yelpeau was a 
g advocate of their use, quoting from Dr. Fifield's 
it work.* 

'. Storer mentioned the objections to the usual 
3, and described the swathe usually employed by 
elf. Anything emanating from so distmguished a 

^oal Clinie of I* OharitA. TnuiBlAtod by Dr. W. 0. B. Flfleld. Boston: Jibm 
U. 
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source as Dr. Protheroe Smith, should be received with 
great respect and carefully tested. He also exhibited 
a French apparatus, from which he had frequently found 
great benefit. In all instances the pressure, whether 
local or general, should be from below upward, and not 
backward or downward; the indication being to lift the 
uterus anteverted by simple hypertrophy, or by preg- 
nancy, or by fibroids, or to elevate these masses them- 
selves, or ovarian cysts, and thus prevent them from 
pressing upon the bladder and pelvic nerves; or to sling 
up an adipose, dropsical, or otherwise pendulous abdo- 
men; or in case of retroversion or procidentia to take off 
from the displaced uterus the downward pressure of 
the abdominal viscera. 

Dr. "Wafner, while testifying to the excellence of the 
swathe employed by Dr. Storer, compared most of the 
appliances usually resorted to, to an attempt by a man 
to lift himself from the ground by his waistband with 
his own hands. Dr. W. disbelieved, as a general thing, 
in the employment of any form of localized pad, think- 
ing that the abdominal support, to be of use, should be 
general. 

Dr. Pinkham referred to the discussions that had 
taken place in various quarters concerning the compli- 
cated supporters of Banning, of New York, and the 
inconveniences often ensuing from them. 

Dr. Storer, in referring to the band of Dr. Protheroe 
Smith, as an aid to parturition, stated that it reminded 
him of the plan of artificial extnision of the foetus by 
external manual pressure, that of late has been brought 
to the notice of the profession. 

The President inquired if anything had as yet been 
written concerning the details of childbed among the 
aborigines. 
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Dr. Bixby gave some account of that process as oc- 
curring among the Indians of Dutch Guiana. 

The Secretary read a very interesting report by Dr. 
H. P. Steams, of Hartford, Connecticut, of a case of 

BUPTUKB OP THE UTERUS, 

attended by peculiar circumstances of gynsBCological in- 
terest. 

[Dr. Stearns' paper was published in the Joamal of the Society for Novem- 
ber, 1869.] 

Dr, Storer commented upon the very unusual condi- 
tions present in Dr. Steams' case, so important in their 
gynaecolo^cal relations, and referred to the remarkable 
case brought to the notice of the Society at a previous 
meeting, by Dr. Perry, of Providence, R. L, an account 
. of which was published in the September number of the 
Society's Journal, where, upon autopsy, a mature foetus 
was found lying in the cavity of the abdomen, having 
escaped through a uterine rent many weeks previ- 
ously. 

The thanks of the Society were voted to Dr. Steams 
for his valuable communication. 

An elaborate paper upon 

SEPnOJBMIA IN ITS RELATIONS TO PELVIC OPERATIONS 

was read by Dr. Carl Both. 

. [Dr. Both*8 paper was pablished in the number of the Society's Jonmal, for 
December, 1869.] 

Dr. Sullivan exhibited a specimen of 

IMPERFORATE HYMEN, 

removed by operation. 

dominations were referred to the Committee on Mem- 
bership. 

Adjourned. 
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nOHTXBSTH BBOULAB MEBTIHO, 8KFT 21, 1809. 

The eighteenth regular meeting of the Societ 
held at Hotel Pelham, on the evening of Sept. 21j 
the absence of the President, Dr. Sullivan was 
to the chair. Present, Drs. Sullivan, Warner, D 
Field, and H. E. Storer; and, by invitation, Drs. 
Blake, S. P. Bachelder, C.Both, and W.M. Barr< 
Boston, and !N. B. Tanner, of North Abington. 

The records of the last meeting were read ar 
cepted. 

The Secretaiy read a letter from Dr. "Wi 
"Wheeler, late of Chelsea, an Active Member of tl 
ciety, and one of its Foimders, announcing that 1 
removed to Albany, N". T., that he might afford a c 
of climate to his invalid wife. Dr. Wheeler's com 
cation of this fact was received with profound reg 
the Society, and it was voted that his name shoulc 
to the Committee upon Membership for their r 
mendation to election as an Honorary Member. 

The donation to the Library, of an almost cor 
set of the ^Galveston Medical Journal,'' from its ( 
Prof. Greensville Dowell, a Corresponding Meml 
the Society, waa announced, and also the Procee 
of the Texas State Medical Association for 1869, • 
gift of the same gentleman. 

The Committee upon Membership having rej 
favorably, the gentlemen nominated at the last m( 
ijvere balloted for and elected. 

Dr. Storer exhibited a 

NBW FORM OP PESSARY, 

specimens of which had been sent to him for tri 
L. J. Worden, of Leonardsville, N. Y. The instri 
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in principle somewhat resembles the ellipse with cross- 
bar, brought to the notice of the American Medical As- 
sociation, in 1864, by Dr, H. O. Hitchcock, of Kalama- 
zoo, Mich,, a Corresponding Member of the Society. 
It consists of one of Hodge's closed levers, with the an- 
terior extremity flaring into a shield to pass in front of 
the cervix, with a correspondingly shaped movable por- 
tion attached, which, by passing posteriorly to the cer- 
vix, encloses this as in a hollow, truncated cylinder. It 
is made of hard rubber, and, like most instruments made 
of that material, — which, however, is the best for the 
purpose, — it is quite expensive. 

"With reference to the general question of the use of 
pessaries, Dr. S. jcould only reiterate, what he had stated 
at a previous meeting of the Society, that he had far less 
confidence in them than formerly, and removed twenty 
where he inserted one. They should never be used at 
random, every instrument requiring to be just that form 
necessary for the particular case, and in very many in- 
stances, even where great care and skill are employed, 
the pessary causes harm. This it did in two ways, to 
the latter of which sufficient attention has not been 
called. Not only might it occasion irritation, and thus 
aggravate the endometritis so commonly accompanying 
displacement, but by partially relieving the symptoms, 
as it undoubtedly often does, so far as back-ache, diffi- 
culty of micturition, and unease of walking are concerned, 
it calls the attention of the practitioner from the sub-in- 
volution, hypertrophy, etc., which had originally occa* 
sioned the displacement, and at the same time leads the 
patient to suppose herself cured, while in reality the 
disease itself is only becoming the more chronic. 

Dr. Storer also exhibited the 

GYNECOLOGICAL BLACKBOABD 
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of his device, for use in instruction to students and dur- 
ing office consultation with medical men. Upon one 
side there is outlined, of life size, the abdominal region, 
for demonstrating the location and relations of tumors 
and other lesions of the several portions of the sterno- 
pubal space. Upon the other, a cross section of the 
trunk, showing the relative position of ^he pelvic or- 
gans. 

He had employed the blackboard with great satisfac- 
tion for several years, and he now drew attention to it, 
in consequence of encomiums passed upon it during the 
present week by Prof. Quackenbush, of Albany, during 
a visit to this city. 

Dr. Storer e:dliibited, on behalf of Dr. Bixby, who 
was unavoidably absent, a second specimen of fluid re- 
moved by the exploratory trocar from the patient whose 
case was reported by Dr. B. at the last meeting. That 
now exhibited consisted of serum and pure blood. The 
diagnosis of the case was still undecided, whether it 
was one of multilocular ovarian cyst, or of intraperito- 
neal hematocele, with differing contents on either side 
of the broad ligament, a portion of it perhaps having 
been encysted or capsulated by the effusion of lymph. 

Dr. Storer also presented some fluid, removed by 
himself the day previously, from a 

LABTAL THROMBUS. 

The tumor at the time of operation was sufficiently 
large to impede sexual intercourse. It had previously 
been tapped several times by another gentleman, but in 
every instance the sac had refilled with blood. He had 
now freely laid it open, and plugged the cavity with car- 
bolic acid. Dr. Warner, who was attending the case 
in consultation with him, would the next day make an 
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application of acid nitrate of mercury to the walls of the 
cavity, just as to those of an ordinary cyst or a chronic 
abscess. Dr. Tanner, of Abington, who was present at 
the meeting, had formerly had charge of the case, and 
would report its history. 

Dr. Tanner remarked that when he had first seen the 
patient the cJse was one apparently of abscess of 
Huguier's gland, but that it had since assumed the 
character of a thrombus. 

Dr. Storer called attention to the differential diagnos- 
tic characteristics of labial abscess, thrombus, cyst, and 
hernia, and remarked that, while the exploring needle 
was so useful in other parts of the body, it might at 
times be dangerous to thrust it intq a fluctuating tumor 
of the labium, even though impulse could not be dis- 
tinguished upon coughing, for fear of wounding the 
intestine. He was in the habit, in cases of doubt, of cut- 
ting down upon the tumor, just as in exploratory incis- 
ions of the abdominal wall. 

He instanced a case upon which he had lately oper- 
ated, the patient also residing in Abington, where the 
tumor proved a 

LABTAL ABSOESS, 

of remarkable character. 

For many years the lady 'had found coitus almost im- 
possible, owing to occlusion of the vulval opening by the 
lateral pressure. She was now several months pregnant, 
and the labial tumor was rapidly increasing. Dr. S. was 
called to the case for the purpose of deciding as to the 
propriety of inducing premature labor. The tumor was 
very irregular in outline, with lobulations and depres- 
sions, such as might easily have been occasioned by con- 
volutions of intestine within a thixmed hernial sac. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1870.] Proceedings of tJie Society. 137 

There were present many symptoms of strangulated 
hernia, and the patient's distress and local suffering 
were extreme. It was impossible, even by the most 
careful examination, to make a positive differential di- 
agnosis, though Dr. S. was strongly inclined to believe 
that it was a labial abscess of many years' standing, 
taking its rise from inflammatory obliteration of the 
duct of Huguier's gland. He therefore cut carefully 
down upon the most presenting portion of the tumor, 
and to his satisfaction obtained a free discharge of fetid 
pus. The sac was treated by carbolized tentsj and the 
patient rapidly recovered without miscarriage; this im- 
munity probably resulting from the fact that the opera- 
tion was delayed till the time corresponding with what 
would have been a menstrual period, if the patient had 
not been pregnant, had passed.* 
Dr. Sullivan reported the case of 

IMPEHFOBATB HTMBN, 

the specimen from which he had exhibited at the last 
meeting. The history of the case is as follows: — 

Mrs. H., aged twenty-four, American, married, con- 
sulted Dr. S. early in July last for suspected uterine 
disease, from which she had suffered for several years 
previous to her marriage. Since that event, which took 
place rather more than two years ago, the difficulty had 
gradually increased. At the date of his visit her case 
presented the following symptoms, referable partly to 
the uterus, and partly to the minary apparatus and ex- 
ternal genitals, namely: dull, heavy pain in the back, 
aggravated at the menstrual periods; leucorrhcBa; 
^burning and scalding" pain on micturition; and, 

* The patient, whoie oaee ii namted aboTOi went aafely to her Aill timoi and made a 
foodeooTalo 
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latterly, irritation of the vulva, rendering attempts at 
coition always painful, often unendurable. 

Digital exploration disclosed the existence of an im- 
penetrable hymen, which guarded the vagina alike from 
the intrusion of the professional index and the membrum 
vu-ile. 

Mrs, H. acknowledged that sexual intercourse had 
never been satisfactorily accomplished, but declared that 
she had attributed the fact to deficiency of virile power 
on her husband's part, believing herself to be formed 
like other women. 

Dr. Sullivan explained the nature of the case, exon- 
erating the husband, and advised an operation, which, 
with the consent of both parties, was done on the 25th 
inst,, the patient being etherized. Separation of the 
labia majora exposed a thick, fleshy membrane, tough 
and unyielding, which occupied the usual seat of the 
hymen, and closed the vaginal orifice, with the exception 
of a small opening above and below. Of these openings 
the former, which was the larger, could with difliculty 
be dilated so as to admit the index finger as far as the 
OS tincad; but it was too small to allow the passage of 
the male organ. The urethra was found dilated so as 
to permit the easy introduction of the thumb. This 
condition was evidently due to repeated attempts at 
sexual intercourse, and aflforded the probable explanation 
of the troublesome urinary symptoms above mentioned, 
for which the patient had previously been treated with- 
out permanent relief. 

The removal of the superfluous tissue was readily 
effected with the scissors. There was no hemorrhage. 

A large tent, well greased, was left in the vagina for 
two days, and after its withdrawal cicatrization of the 
parts, and the prevention of adhesions, promoted by fre- 
quent injections of warm linseed tea. 
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Ten days from the date of the operation the patient 
reported herself *^well/' and the statement was corrob- 
orated by her husband. On examining the hymen after 
its removal, it was found to be perforated near its right 
border by a foramen through which an ordinary probe 
might be passed. 

Dr. Sullivan remarked that considerable disease of 
the womb was detected, both by the touch at the 
time of operating and subsequently by the speculum; 
the morbid conditions being endometritis, with well- 
marked anteflexion, coinciding with an unhealthy state 
of the OS and cervix. The instrument used was the 
*^ Boston speculum'' (Dr. H. R. Storer's), and as its in- 
troduction gave no pain, and was effected without the 
least difficulty, the operation may be pronounced per- 
fectly successful. 

Dr. Field gave a humorous account of a similar case, 
operated upon by Prof. Dixi Crosby, of Hanover, !N". H. 

Dr. Blake referred to an instance reported by Church- 
ill, where the urethra was much dilated, as is frequent 
under the circumstances, and to another, in his own 
practice, where the hymen had persisted till delivery. 

Dr. Sullivan related a case of seduction, followed by 
the expulsion of the offender from church-membership, 
where the hymen still remained entirely impei-vious. 

Dr. Storer reported several cases of imperforate hy- 
men upon which he had operated. He thought entire 
removal of the membrane better than a single or crucial 
incision. He alluded to the fact in Dr. Sullivan's case, 
of the existence of uterine disease, displacement, etc., 
although the vagina had always been closed. It was 
not necessary for the production of these diseases that 
the organ should have been subjected to direct injury, 
as by coitus, masturbation, delivery, or abortion. 

Dr. Blake inquired if Dr. Sullivan's specimen of the 
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hymen had been subjected to microscopic examination 
to ascertain whether there were present nervous fila- 
ments. The reply was made that it had not been. 

Dr. Dutton asked if the operation had been performed 
by the bistoury. Dr. Sullivan replied that he had em- 
ployed scissors, from the less risk of hemorrhage. 

Dr. Dutton reported a case of 

UNDUE ABTinOIAL OLOSUBB OF THE VAGINAL OBIFIOB^ 

at one of our hospitals, by a surgeon operating for pro- 
lapsus uteri, with the effect of allowing space only for 
the entrance of a pen-handle. The urethra was now 
unusually dilated, the patient being married; and she 
entertained very uncharitable feelings for the surgeon 
who had thus debarred her from the ordinary method 
of intercourse. 
Dr. Storer reported a case of 

SIMULATED MISOABBIAaE, WITH THE OONTINUANOE 01* 

GESTATION. 

Mrs. ; husband an officer in the navy; aged thir- 
ty-one. She has had six children, and one accidental 
miscarriage. Last menses were present on the 1st of 
May. On the 6th of July she commenced flowing pro- 
fusely, and this continued, with more or less violence, 
through the month. Since then there has been a con- 
stant sanguineous discharge. She was sure that she had 
miscarried, and thought that a portion of placenta was 
probably retained. She accordingly took various pow- 
erful emmenagogues, and a great deal of violent exer- 
cise, in the hope of effecting its expulsion and a return 
of the catamenial regularity. 

Failing in her purpose, the lady came to Boston to 
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consult Dr. Storer, and did so for the first time on Sept. 
10th. A digital examination revealed a patulous but 
otherwise healthy os, and the uterus enlarged normally 
to correspond to the time of pregnancy that she should 
have reached. Under these circumstances the sound 
was not used or any further examination made. The 
OS uteri was painted with a mixture of iodine, iodide of 
potassium, glycerine, |tnd tannin, and a weak vaginal 
soak ordered of gallic acid, by which is meant the pla- 
cing the patient upon her back with the hips raised and 
the head low, throwing a teaspoonful or two of the fluid 
into the upper part of the vagina, and there letting it 
remain before draining away again, for from ten minutes 
to half an hour, according to the indication^ of the case. 

In the course of a day or two the discharge entirely 
ceased, and to the lady's great surprise she soon got 
unequivocal foetal motion. She is now very happy in 
the prospect of after all having something creditable to 
show for her pregnancy. A curious feature of the case 
is, that in the early months she had had nausea, etc., 
which entirely ceased at the establishment of the vagi- 
nal bleeding, and has remained absent during its con- 
tinuance. At its cure the nausea has returned, although 
not severe. 

Dr. Storer had seen several marked cases of a similar 
simulation of miscarriage. The condition was of very 
great interest scientifically, and also in relation to the 
question of malpractice. There could be no question 
that many physicians have fallen into the error of taking 
it for granted, in cases of vaginal hemorrhage during 
gestation, that the embryo has been necessarily detached 
or expelled, or, in case of twins, that this has occurred 
with both of them, and by proceeding to the use of a 
sound or sponge tent have induced the abortion that 
otherwise might not have taken place. 
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A like amount of caution is also necessary in many 
cases where miscarriage is undoubtedly threatened or 
has commenced. 

Dr. S. had often been able to cut short the abortive 
process, even where the os had begun to dilate and the 
membranes to protrude, by the administration of mor- 
phia suppositories by the rectum, and the enforcing a 
strictly supine position, with the hips raised, and, above 
all, by the application of heat, after the plan of Chap- 
man, to the sacral region, just as is so efficacious in 
some forms of ordinary menorrhagia. The uterine ves- 
sels here seem to undergo contraction from reflex irri- 
tation, a further flux of blood is prevented, the parturi- 
ent molimen is allayed, and any clots that may be 
formed between the placenta or membranes and uterine 
wall, without being thrown off", become absorbed, or, 
what is more probable, organized or capsulated by a 
deposit of lymph. 

Dr. Sullivan reported a similar case to that of Dr. 
Storer, where the flooding was so violent as to cause 
syncope, yet the patient went on to her full term and 
was delivered of a living child. 

Dr. Blake inquired of Dr. Storer if the cause of the 
bleeding in his case had been detected. 

Dr. S. replied that he had been unable to decide as to 
the point. In many instances, however, he was satisfied 
it was owing to inconsiderate coitus, the pregnant ute- 
rus, by its weight, offering more than the usual resist^ 
ance to the conjugal approach. 

Dr. Field asked if it was true that the human female 
will conceive, as soon after abortion or delivery, as has 
been noticed in mares by stock-breeders. 

Dr. Storer stated that ordinarily aft;er confinement 
at the full period, access to the wife for several weeks 
was denied to husbands by the nurse, and that indeed 
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the presence of the lochia, and the changes tha 
undergoing in the uterine tissues by the disinteg 
and discharge of eflfete muscular fibre during i 
tion, would probably be suflBicient to prevent impi 
tion at so early a period, except as a very occa 
occurrence. 

Dr. S. also read a letter from Prof JeflEries "W 
of Cambridge, relating to his own theory, advan 
a late meeting of the Society (and presented < 
next page), in explanation of 

THE CAUSATION OP DOUBLE MONSTROWTY BY I 
ABOUS DIVISION, 

such as obtains in the adult of some tff the low< 
mals. Dr. W. is inclined to accoimt, in somewhal 
lar manner, for monstrosities by inclusion, or foe 
foBtu, by the process of gemmation, which is also obi 
in the adult of some of the lower types. 

The following extracts from Dr. Wyman's letfa 
be read with interest: — 

^It has seemed to me that these foetus in foett 
better explained by assuming that they depend 
the formation of buds in the interior of the bod; 
by the process of ' inclusion,' as more commonly ass 
How, for example, could a foetus be * included ' 
cranial cavity, where a very well-formed foetui 
found, an account of which is to be seen in ' Virc 
Archives.' Records show that more or less coi 
foetuses have been found connected with organs 
the great cavities of the body; sometimes, as in th 
of the cranium, where inclusion is impracticabl 
would seem, therefore, more reasonable to suppoe 
each part has more or less power of developing 
itself, by a process analogous to budding, new and 
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tional parts, these constituting a more or less complete 
combination of organs. 

^I have seen this idea of budding brought forward, 
but I doubt if any one has elaborated it.'' 

^dominations having been made, they were referred to 
the Committee on Membership. 

Adjourned. 



REPRODUCTION BY FISSURATION, OR LONGITUDINAL 
DIVISION, IN THE HUMAN SPECIES. 

Bt Hokatio B. 8tobbb« 

{Road h^fbrt ih€ Soottip, Aug, 17, mud IIU Amtriotm Academy cfArU mud Seim o m, Apt. 14, 

1809.] 

The subject now presented is one of very remarkable 
interest. Certain points connected with it have never 
been satisfactorily elucidated. Perhaps I may be for- 
tunate enough to furnish the long-sought clue. 

By an extraordinary coincidence there were very 
lately present in Boston, at one and the same time, two 
living instances of double monstrosity, in the human 
species and one of the higher mammals. Still more cu- 
riously, in both instances the specimens had reached 
adult life. The monstrosity in one of these cases was 
symmetrical, and, scientifically speaking, of 'the very 
highest type, that is to say, it was an instance of sepa- 
ration of the cerebro-spinal axis from above downward, 
or from its cephalic towards its caudal pole. In the 
other case the duplicity was asymmetrical. 

The first of the specimens referred to is that known 
as the African Twins^ or the Carolina Sisters, described 
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by Kamsbotham,^ of I^ondonj Simpson,f of Edinburgh; 
and Miller, J Fisher,§ and J. B. S. Jackson, || of this 
country. 

The second is that of a full-grown cow, well devel- 
oped in every respect, with the addition that it carries 
upon its back, attached to the sacral region and de- 
pendent upon the left side, a partially developed sup- 
plementary foetus, as it has been called, from a teat of 
whose rudimentary udder normal milk is freely ex- 
pressed. 

The African specimen has been seen and examined, 
so far as permitted, by most of the members of the So- 
ciety. It is now in its nineteenth year; or, to use the 
• ordinary way of describing this most extraordinary 
phenomenon, the ^ twins ^ have attained that age. 

Like the famous Hungarian Sisters, who were bom in 
1701, and lived for more than twenty-one years, and 
the Italian pair, who at four months were separated by 
an operation, with the effect of almost inunediate death, 
there is fusion of the lower portion of the vertebral col- 
umn, and a single rectum and anus. In the present in- 
stance there is moreover an evident decussation of a 
portion at least of the sensory nerves supplying the 
lower extremities. 

It has usually been taken for granted that cases of 
this character, of which in the human species there are 
some half-dozen on record, where the separation be- 
tween the two bodies of the specimen has been as com- 
plete as that now on exhibition, are simply instances of 
twins accidentally conjoined in utero, in consequence 

• Medkal Timai tod CNtiette, Stpt, 1855, p. 813. 
t British Hedioal Joornal, Maroh 13, 1869. 

tScMiUiwn Medioal and SvrgiMl JoanuJ, Febrawy, 1854; AnMriMn Joanud U Um 
Medidal Seieooif, Jiilj, 1854, p. 289. 
§ TrantMUoM of the New Tork State Hodioal Sooietj, 1866, p. 23L 
I Boston M odioal and Snrgioal Joumal, Jolj ,1868, p. 414. 

10 
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chorionic absorption and loss,* or the occurrence at 
»ter stage of development, of a localized inflammation, 
I the effusion of plastic lymph, 

There have been exceptions to this way of thinking; 
)arently, however, but a single opposing theory has 
n broached. It seems to have been most concisely 
I intelligently stated by Dr. Fisher, of Sing Sing, ij'. 
who early in his admirable but ,as yet imfinished 
moir, already referred to, gives it as his opinion that 
ible monsters are not the result of an accidental coa- 
^n of twins, at some uncertain period of their em- 
onic development; neither do they result from a 
ible Qg^y that is to say, an e^^ containing two yolks 
;losed in one capsule; but that ^Hhey are invariably the 
duct of a single ovum, with a single vitellus and 
3lline membrane, upon which double cicatricula, or 
> primitive traces, are developed." 
ind again: ^^The several forms of double malforma- 
a, the degree of duplicity, the character and extent 
the fusion, all result from the proximity and relative 
jitions of the normal axis of two more or less com- 
te primitive traces developed in the vitelline mem- 
ines of a single ovum.'^ * 

This theory rests upon the assertion, as yet insoffi- 
ntly substantiated by trustworthy observers, of M. 
rebouUet, that he has actually observed under the 
3roscope, what had been suggested as possible by pre- 
us embryologists, the fusion of the spinal chords, au- 
ory capsules, etc., of two embryo fishes, so as to become 
3, a half of each chord or capsule becoming obsolete.f 

rransaotioas of the New York Stale Medical Sooietj, 1866, p. 208. Since the abore 
r was jead to the GjxuBCological Society, a yery elaborate and raloable memoir npon 
srral Mental Inflaence as powerless to exert Oonstmotire or Destnictiye Power in the 
action of Malformations or Monstrosities at any Stage of Embryonic DeyelopmeBt, in 
h he reiterates his views as to their genesis, has been pnblished by Dr. Fisher in th« 
rican Jonmal of Insanity for January, 1870. 
Annales del Sciences Natnrelles. 
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It may appear presumptuous in me to offer an 
explanation of the phenomenon of double monstr 
as more reasonable than this, and tit may be the 
that the difference indicated is one rather of word 
of idea; but I am convinced, from a careful examin 
of the living specimens lately exhibited here, and i 
of the many symmetrical and unsymmetrical ^ 
grouped together by Dr. Fisher, that the true sol 
of the problem, in the human species at least, lieiE 
ther in a union of twins in utero, nor the develop 
of two originally impressed primitive traces, but 
real fissuration or vertical subdivision, more or 
complete, of the cerebro-spinal axis at a very earl; 
nod of fcBtal life, as the result of disease, if we cl 
to call it* so, but, at any rate, of some interference 
the normal process of development, with a subsec 
regular or irregular evolution of the two lateral pl« 

To attempt to explain the exact character of thi 
terference is not my intention; indeed, it will very 1 
never be fathomed. The remarkable fact has 
pointed out that spermatozoa in the human species 
probably also in those lower, are sometimes bice 
lous.* It may be surmised by some that impregn 
of a normal, primitively single ovum, by the doubl 
trance of such a monstrous cell would result in dup 
of foetal formation. 

To the ordinary view, that of conjoined twins, 1 
are certain very evident, and, it would seem, concli 
objections: — 

1. The adhesion of adjacent parts in separate feet 

* It was mj impression that the above fact was made known to the professioi 
Jfarion Sims; bat this gentleman, liappening to accompany me to the meeting of the 
ean Aoademj of Arts and Sciences at which mj paper was read, informs me that s 
noi the case. Subsequent reflection has recalled to mj mind that the bicephalons 
toaoonwas first described and demonstrated to me by Prof. Salisbury, at his office i 
laod, (Mo, early in May, 1867. 
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1 allowing this to obtain at a very early age, and to 
attended with the usual subsequent development, 
id hardly becomp so intimate as to constitute iden- 
of structure, much less to allow a regular decussa- 
of nervous filaments from one body to another. 
Like parts would not be at all likely to be con- 
led; indeed, in the doctrine of probabilities, the 
ices against it would be so great as to render it 
dcally impossible, and the more unlikely to occur 
n in proportion as the instances of it were more 
lerousj whereas, in fact, it is found that homolo- 
3 union is a positive law, to which there exist no 
exceptions. 

r James Simpson thus states this law, while yet 
ently holding that ^ there is perfect duality in the 
)arent) unity": — 

[n the two, the same paits only unite to the same 
s; and, not only muscle only to muscle, bone only 
one, but the same muscle in the one twin unites at 
line of conjunction, to the same muscle in the other 
l; the same bone to the same bone; the same nerve 
he same nerve; the same organ and part, as the 
', intestine, pericardium, nose, ear, etc., to the same 
in and part in the opposite individual, wherever the 
unction extends to these and other organs and 

3."* 

he apparent exceptions to this rule can all be ex- 
led. ^^ For example, where a head, or pair of extremi- 
with or without some portion of the body, is found 
3hed to the epigastrium of a well-developed indi- 
al, it is not a contradiction of this law; the union 
symmetrical and homologous at an early stage of 
ryonic development; subsequently, the formative 

• Britlah Medi«J Jooiml, February, 1869, p. 139. 
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process in one became arrested or retarded, while it con- 
tinued active in the other portion, thus giving rise to 
unequal development. K the arrest of development in 
one portion of a double embryo occurs at a period prior 
to the evolution of the extremities, or many of the in- 
ternal organs, while the other portion of the compound 
cmbi-yo continues its normal development, the arrested 
rudiments may be so far enveloped by the well-formed 
individual as to appear in the form of an amorphous 
mass, containing more or less foetal rudiments/' ^^ This 
view of the relations of the so-called parasitic monsters, 
foetus by inclusion, and heteradelphs, to the higher de- 
grees of duplex formation, receives strong support from 
the fact that some cases of the latter make a transition 
towards the former, and that the parasitic varieties un- 
questionably pass through a series of intermediate gra- 
dations to the more complete and symmetrical types of 
double monsters/'* In other words, ^^all parasitic 
masses containing embryonic rudiments, attached to 
any portion of a more complete body, are non-symmetri- 
cal forms, or the minus proportionals of certain symmet- 
rical or typical forms, which represent the plus or whole 
quantity." f 

3. The same is true of the fact of the unity of sex, 
which in these cases is also found to be constant. 

4. A similar constancy seems to have been observed 
with regard to what has been termed the transposition 
of viscera, apparently first pointed out by Allen Thomp- 
son. Dr* Fisher, while allowing for the imperfect 
reports that have been made of many cases, is quite 
decided upon this point. . As a general rule, it may be 
laid down that ^^in these cases all the unsymmetrical 
viscera of a single individual are symmetrically devel- 
oped and disposed, in relation to the common median 

• Fisher, loe. oit, p. 210. f n>id., 1868, p. 806. 
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axis of the compound body; that is to say, that the axes 
of the two hearts, livers, spleens, and stomachs converge 
at the apices, on the median line of coalescence of the 
two bodies/' 

In the Carolina Sisters, Dr. Jackson states that ^^ there 
is evidently some displacement of the heart '^ in one of 
the halves; *Hhe second sound being about as loud 
upon the right side of the chest as upon the left, but 
loudest over the sternum.'' Dr. Bowditch, though in- 
clined, upon an imperfect examination, to think the heart 
in the usual place, yet allows that it is ^ perhaps a little 
more towards the centre than usual.'' * 

It has been stated, more especially by Simpson, with 
reference to the Siamese Twins, which are probably 
also an instance of physiological unity, that visceral 
transposition does not exist, so far as can be ascer- 
tained by careful examination. The fact may be grant- 
ed without in any degree impairing the validity of the 
conclusions at which we arrive, the evidence derived 
from the other sources indicated being so strong. 

5. Upon the supposition of twins, no scientific classi- 
fication of the many varieties of aberration observed is 
possible; whereas, upon the supposition of original unity, 
these strange abnormalities, ^^ taken collectively, form 
one class of organic beings, can be arranged in a con- 
tinued series, from the lower degrees of duplicity, in 
which the excess of development is manifested in the 
multiplication of unimportant parts, to the opposite and 
final end of the series, in which the maximum of dupli- 
cate development results in the production of two com- 
plete and symmetrical individuals, connected at some 
point by a small bond of union," as in the Siamese 
double unit. 

* Boaton Medioal ud BorgSoal JournAl, Julj, 1869, p. 4ie. 
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To the theory of the double original cieatrieula, as 
expressed by pr. Fisher, and alleged to have been ob- 
served by Lereboullet and others, there are equally valid 
objections. 

Granting, as Prof. Jeffries Wyman has urged upon 
me, that if there were originally two primitive traces, 
actually distinct, and symmetrically disposed, the imion 
of like parts with like would be ^ quite probable,'^ there 
BtiU remain the arguments, as fatal to this theory as to 
that of conjoined twins, that we have imity of sex, 
decussation of nerves, and a symmetrical transposition 
of viscera, which is a very different thing from mere 
duplication. In addition to these, there is the funda- 
mental objection that its very idea is at variance with 
everything that we know of the plan of the creation, as 
manifested in the successive series of created beings, 
whether living at the present geological period, or fore- 
shadowed in previous types now extinct; whereas, to 
suppose an acquired deviation from normal evolution, 
initiating at some period of foetal development, subse- 
quent to the first impressment of independent vitality, 
is not at variance with such a plan, but is only the oc- 
currence exceptionally, in the yoimg of a higher species, 
of what obtains normally in the adult of some of the 
lowest animals, — the process herein and so far being 
no different, in character, from what occurs occasionally 
in utero, where, after amputation of a foetal extremity 
by the umbilical cord, or a band of lymph, an attempt 
at reproduction of the lost part is made by Nature, and 
rudiments thereof are actually replaced, just as takes 
place in the adult of even some of the lower vertebrates 
after serious injury. 

In some polyps and infusoria, in addition to repro- 
duction by the usual procesis of ovulation, their body is 
subdivided into symmetrical portions, ^ a cleft or fiBsmre," 
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as is well described by Agassiz and Gould, ^ taking 
place at some part; very slight at first, but constantly 
increasing in depth so as to become a deep furrow, like 
that observed in the yolk at the beginning of embryonic 
development. At the same time the contained organs 
are divided and become double, and thus two individu- 
als are formed of one, so similar to each other that it is 
impossible to say which is the parent and which the oflP- 
spring." In double monstrosity We find evidence of 
precisely the same process having taken place, in some 
instances the division having been all but completed, 
though perhaps never entirely so; though there is at 
least one instance on record very lately adduced by Simp- 
son, where the separation was completed by surgical 
interference, with the effect of saving the life of one of 
the very perfectly matched halves. 

The only argument that I have been able to elicit in 
opposition to the view that I have now ventured to offer 
concerning the origin of double monstrosity, is purely 
a negative one. ^^ It has never been observed under the 
microscope, during its embryonic occurrence.'' But 
what embryonic changes, I may ask, have thus been ob- 
served of the human ovum? On the other hand, my 
explanation removes all difficulties, and is in perfect ac- 
cordance with every existing analogy. 

Dr. Wyman, than whom there lives no more compe- 
tent authority, writes me thus, basing, of course, his 
objections upon Lereboullet's assertions: — 

^ "Were there no direct observations on early embry- 
os to the contrary, fissuration would be a most natural 
hypothesis to explain double monstrosities. I might 
sum up my objections to it as follows; 1st, No cases 
have been observed in which fissuration was seen to 
take place; and, 2d, Many cases have been observed 
where two cicatriculsB, or two primitive stripes, or par- 
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tially double primitive stripes have been seen. I am 
by no means disposed to deny the possibihty of fission; 
it certainly has analogies in its favor, but as far as I 
know, it has not been observed. The subject is intensely 
interesting, and deserves far more attention than it has 
yet received.** 

To either of these theories of original unity, Lere- 
boullet's or my own, it may be objected that the two 
halves of the strange mystery, thinking and acting in- 
dependently of each other, or at variance with each 
other, as they do, evidently possess independent minds 
and a separate soul. To this there can be made no sat- 
isfactory answer, save to rest upon the fact that we are 
discussing not the psychological or spiritual present or 
future of the monster, but its origin. A child and its 
parent are two separate existences, the first derived from 
the last, and so here in the most perfect instances of du- 
plicity, it would seem that contrary to the usual method 
of birth in the higher types of animate being, but not at 
variance with what obtains in some of the lower, one 
individual, one life, one existence, is duplicated by the 
simple process of vertical division, each portion of the 
twain being perfect and the counterpart of the other.* 

* Since the abore paper was read to the Society, an article upon Monsters and the Law, 
by Dr. T. Edwards Clark, of New York, has been published in the " Journal of Psjcholog- 
ioal Medicine," for Janoary, 1870. Accepting without question all of LerebouUet's asser- 
tions oonoemiDg his researches upon the embryology of the pike, this writer deduces from 
them an argument concerning human responsibility, of a yery remarkable character, if 
poshed to its extreme, as he is evidently perfectly willing should be done. 

How is it, asks Dr. Clark, regarding those monsters of the human species whoso duality 
can " often only be established by a careful inspeotion of the parts near the median line of 
the body, and of the viscera," and therefore in many cases not to be determined at all dur- 
ing life 7 Starting from extreme cases like the Siamese twins, he reasons backwards to those 
of assumption merely, and he says: "There are perfectly reliable instances recorded of 
persons leading a double existence, who seem possessed of two mental or spiritual natures, 
baring no connection whatever with one another, but both manifesting tuemselvee, of 
aoorse, through the body, and controlling its movements. The power of memory of one 
mind has no knowledge of that which has been acquired by the other. The two lives alter- 
nate with one another; they are more or loss natural, and the period of the temporary rule 
of eaeh is in some instances a constant time; in others variable. Such a person, though 
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Difficult as this may be to believe possible, it is no more 
so than to accept the fact of ordinary birth, where inde- 
pendence of life and a separate existence are educed 
from a preceding individual; the parent. 



REMOVAL OP AN OVARIAN TUMOR, WITH TREATMENT 
OF THE PEDICLE BY ACUPRESSURE. 

Bt Prof. Fbahk K« Paddock, or PittsfisiiD, Kass. 
[O wMm micafe d to ih^ Society^ and read Nov, le, 1800.] 

Miss , aged thirty, weight ninety-five pounds, 

anaemic, consulted me on the 19th of last August in 
reference to an attack of diarrhoea which had occurred 
without any apparent cause. While examining the ab- 
domen, which I found slightly distended, I discovered 
dulness on percussion over the hypogastrium, extend- 
ing from the pubis to within two inches of the umbili- 
cus, and laterally from side to side; palpation elicited a 
feeble sense of fluctuation; position of dulness did not 
change with change of posture. 

She had not noticed any fulness of the abdomen until 
the occurrence of the diarrhoea, which was almost pain- 
less, and controlled by a few days of rest and the ad- 
ministration of a few powders composed of bismuth, 
camphor, and ginger. Her health had been delicate for 
several years, the digestion feeble, and her extremities 
inclined to be cold. The catamenia were regular, at- 
tended with severe pain, and the discharge was exces- 

leading a doable life, \b oonsoioiu of living only one, and the thread of eadh Im regularly 
taken np and oontinned, as though there had been no interruption. May not the dual 
physioal nature, which we have poiHed out ai existing in some persons, aoooont for this 
remarkable mental phenomenon 7" 
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sive, lasting a week or ten days, and increasing pro- 
gressively from month to month. When walking, had 
considerable downward pressure in the pelvis. Urine 
normal. She had not the slightest idea that she had 
anything abnormal in her abdomen, never having had 
any abdominal pain, except during slight attacks of di- 
arrhoea. 

After recovering from the diarrhoea, I gave her tr. 
ferri muriatis, but this, after trial, she said she could not 
take, and I prescribed two grains of ferri et quinise cit. 
three times a day, wine with meals, and a good nourish- 
ing diet. This course she continued for eleven weeks, 
— up to the time of operation. I suspected the emst- 
ence of ovarian tumor, but did not complete my diagno- 
sis by a vaginal examination until iN'ov. 1st. At this 
time she had improved in health and strength. 

The vaginal examination revealed prolapsus of the 
uterus, the os patulous and resting on the hymen, elon- 
gation of the cervix half an inch. The organ being 
firmly fixed in the pelvis the frmdus did not rise above 
the brim. Pressure of the finger in the anterior cul-de- 
sac, with one hand on the abdomen, gave the sensation 
of an elastic, movable tumor. The sound passed three 
and a half inches into the cavity of the utenis, the di- 
rection inclining backward and a little to the right of 
the median line. The soimd in the bladder passed to 
the right, and almost directly backwards. Dulness on 
percussion over the abdomen extended two inches above 
the umbilicus, instead of to two inches below as at the 
previous examination, made about ten weeks before, 
showing that the growth had risen four inches in the 
abdomen. 

I now for the first time informed the patient of the 
nature of the enlargement, and advised an operation, if, 
on consultation, it was deemed best. I favored the per- 
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ace of the operation thus early, without waiting 
pther enlargement of the tumor, for the followmg 
is: — 

The patient was so sensitive, modest, and retir- 

her disposition that the knowledge of the exist- 
)f a tumor would render further improvement in 
^neral health almost impossible. 

The menorrhagia was increasing each month, 
st catamenial period continuing over ten days, 
.ed with severe pain and considerable hemorrhage, 
le necessary abnormal position of the uterus ren- 
relief by local treatment not obtainable. 

The patient was very anxious to have the operar 
one at once, and was sanguine of a happy result 
f H. E. Storer, of Boston, was called in consulta- 
nd he advised making an exploratory incision, in 
to complete the difierential diagnosis between 
Q tumor and fibro-cystic disease of the uterus, the 
being indicated as possible by the prolapsus, fixity 
rus in the pelvis, enlargement of the organ, and 
rhagia. 

Storer very kindly consented to assist me in the 
ion. 

J. F. A. Adams, of Pittsfield, was present, by in- 
n, and also took part in the operation. 

friends were advised of the serious nature of the 
ion, and, with the patient, decided to have it done, 
^roform was admhiistered, at the suggestion of 
orer, in preference to ether, in consequence of the 
r tendency of ether to produce vomiting. 

operation was performed Friday morning, Nov. 
afortunately the patient had, against advice, eaten 

breakfast, — rare-boiled ^%'g^ toast, and a cup of 

She took the anadsthetic well, but shortly after 

eration was begun she vomited her breakfast, and 
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the retching continued at intervals during the opera- 
tion. 

I made the exploratory incision in the median line, 
two and a half inches in length, halfway between the 
pubis and the umbilicus*. A unilocular ovarian cyst 
was found, without adhesions, apparently springing from 
the left ovary. The incision was extended about an 
inch further, in order to operate with more facility, and 
it was then discovered that the tumor arose fronuthe 
right ovary, which, at the time of operation, rested to 
the left of the uterus, and in immediate contact with the 
left ovary, the uterus having accordingly been twisted 
upon its axis. The contents of the cyst were evacuated 
by a trocar, consbting of two and a half quarts of a per- 
fectly transpai*ent and colorless serum, weighing, with 
the sac, four and a quarter pounds. The tumor was 
then lift;ed out, and an additional cyst, about the size of 
a filbert, was found in the remaining substance of the 
ovary. 

The pedicle of the tumor was very short, and, there- 
fore. Dr. Storer applied his clamp-shield, and I severed 
the attachment with scissors. The stump was secured 
by Dr. Storer by passing a long steel pin through it in 
a zigzag direction, its point being removed by pliers; 
underneath this a silver wire loop was applied and made 
to press upon the pin. The extremities of the wire, with 
the head of the pin, were then brought out at the lower 
angle of the wound. I had never seen a pedicle secured 
in this manner before, but it answered the purpose per- 
fectly, and was similar to the method pursued by Dr. 
Storer in a late successful case of double ovariotomy at 
New Bedford. 

The abdominal wound was closed with interrupted 
silver wire sutures. The loss of blood during the opera^ 
tion WM very slight The intestines were not exposed, 
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and the incision was so short that they did not protrude. 
It was my intention to remove the pin transfixing the 
stump the second or third day, and the wire loop a few 
days subsequently, by carefully slipping it off and with- 
drawing it, as Dr. Storer had suggested to me. 

The patient rallied perfectly from the effect of the 
ansBsthetic, but vomited about once in four hours for 
twenty-eight hours, notwithstanding I gave her carbolic 
acid, iced champagne, hydrocyanic acid, oxalate of ce- 
rium, and small bits of ice frequently. She vomited 
none after the first twenty-eight hours, taking strong 
beef essence in small quantity before the cessation of 
nausea, and a large quantity after. Brandy was added 
the second day. Morphine was admmistered by enema, 
just enough to keep her quiet without producing any 
narcotism. She had very little pain at any time, and 
very little tympanitis or abdominal tenderness. 

The urine was evacuated by the catheter every four 
hours, from four to eight ounces being obtained at each 
evacuation. An operation of the bowels took place just 
before the operation; none afterwards. 

She slept quietly when asleep; when awake was 
cheerful and hopeful. 

The pulse six hours after the operation was seventy- 
two, full and strong. From this time the rapidity in- 
creased with perfect regularity, the strength and fulness 
remaining undiminished imtil, fifty-four hours after the 
operation, it had reached one himdred and forty beats 
per minute. There were no other untoward symptoms. 

From this time the pulse failed, becoming rapidly 
smaller and quicker until death, sixty-three hours after 
the operation. She was perfectly rational up to the 
last hour. 

Stimulants did not produce the desired effect. 

The abdominal cavity was examined two hours after 
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death, Dr. Adams being present. Abdominal inci 
united by first intention. Peritoneum a little conge 
in •the vicinity of the wound. No roughness nor 
of inflammation. Not a drop of blood in the perito 
cavity, nor any serum. The stump looked well, the 
movable and ready to be removed. A little exuda 
of lymph around the pin and wire loop. Uterus sc 
what congested; not more, however, than when the 
eration was performed. The menses had ceased 
week previous to the operation. 

I did not find cause sufficient to produce death, 
concluded it must have been occasioned by the shoe 
the operation upon a constitution always feeble, 
lacking the strength and vitality necessary to sut 
continuance of reaction. Undoubtedly the proloi 
vomiting had much to do in exhausting the strengt 



PELVIC ABSCESS. — OPERATION.— RECOVERY. 
Bt Jomr O. Blakb, Bobtoh. Onb of thb Phtsioiaits to thb Cxtt Hosp 
[SMd b^ftfre ihe Society, Jan. 18, 1870.] 

Mrs. J., age thirty, married nine years. Soon i 
marriage, catamenia ceased for a month or so; had i 
reason to suppose she might have been pregnant 
menses soon returned. She continued in tolerably | 
health for five years. Four years ago she bega 
have pain in the lower abdominal region; was ( 
pelled to keep her bed, and was treated by her p] 
cian for enteritis. This soon passed off, and she 
tinned well till the following winter, when she h 
severe attack of menorihagia; thinks she might 
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been pregnant and miscarried, as large clbts passed 
away. She was in bed two weeks for this iUness, but 
recovered perfectly, and continued well till two anfl a 
half years since. At this time she began to suffer pain 
in uterine region of a bearing down, and sometimes 
burning, character. This continued, with more or less 
severity, until a year ago last June, when she became 
seriously ill with what her medical attendant termed 
bilious fever, by which she was confined to her bed ten 
weeks. During this time she could not raise the left 
leg without severe pain, and the whole lower abdomen 
was tender on pressure. 

At the expiration of this period, she was informed by 
her physician that there was a tumor of the womb. 
She continued under the same gentleman's treatment 
for six months, but obtained no relief. During this 
time she continued to menstruate regularly, but always 
suffered severe pain during the continuance of the dis- 
charge. Finally the physician relinquished the case, 
and other advice was sought. The patient received a 
variety of treatment, but without relief, and for a year 
her suffering continued very great, and almost without 
intermission. 

I saw Mrs. J. on the evening of Sept. 6th: found her 
in bed, complaining of severe pain in left hypogastric 
and iliac region, painftd micturition and general irrita- 
tive fever. I examined her per vaginam, and came to 
the conclusion that the ^ tumor'' was a large abscess in 
the cellular tissue of the pelvis, and might be relieved, if 
not cured, by an operation. Patient seemed rather scep- 
tical, both as to diagnosis and prospect of relief. I gave 
her an opiate, with sweet spirits of nitre; and warm 
fomentations externally, promising to see her again 
in the morning. At the next visit I became convinced 
of the correctness of my first diagnosis, .and urged the 
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desirability of an operation. She hesitated for some 
time, having been warned by her family physician, under 
whose care she had been so long, against having the 
^ tumor '^ meddled with, — but consented to a consulta- 
tion with an eminent professional gentleman, who had 
given the subject of gynaecology a good deal of atten- 
tion. He saw her with me next day; but, not feeling 
positive as to the exact diagnosis, advised against any 
operation. I was not satisfied, and requested Dr. H. K. 
Storer to see the lady with me, which he very kindly did. 
After a careful examination, he concurred with me both 
as to the state of the case and the means of remedy, and 
with the consent of the patient introduced ^ small tro- 
car and canula through the vagina/ 

Pus passed immediately through the canula to the 
amount of a pint and a half. It happened that after 
draining the abscess, and while making arrangements 
to introduce a double current catheter to wash out the 
cavity, the small canula slipped out of the opening. 
We were unable to find it again after a prolonged 
search. 

Complete relief followed the evacuation of the ab- 
scess. No anaesthetic was used. 

For several days there was freedom from pain, but in 
a week she began to suffer again severely, and the out- 
line of the rounded sac could be made out by examina- 
tion externally. Fluctuation could be detected by one 
finger being placed in the vagina, and the other hand 
externally. 

Ten days after the first operation, the patient was 
seen by Dr. Storer again, and the following operation 
performed. Patient having been placed under the influ- 
ence of chloroform, a thorough exploration of the pelvis 
was made externally. The swelling was found to oc- 
• 11 
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cupy the space from the median line as far as the um- 
bilicus, and the entire left of the iliac fossa. 

Per vaginam, the anterior wall of left side projected 
slightly forward, elastic to touch upon deep pressure, 
and conveying to the finger that feeling of condensed 
tissue which has been likened to the touch of a deal 
board. The uterus was pushed to right side, firmly 
fixed, and moderately anteflexed. No sign of the first 
tapping could be detected. A moderately large trocar 
was again pushed into the most favorable point, and 
nearly a quart of very offensive pus was evacuated. A 
probe having been introduced through the canula after 
the contents of the abscess were emptied, — which was 
of course followed by the subsidence of the external 
swelling, — the opening was enlarged by means of a 
dressing forceps being inserted, and the blades expanded. 
A double current male catheter, slightly curved, was 
then introduced into the sac. About a pint of a solu- 
tion of one grain of carbolic acid to an ounce of water 
was passed through the catheter, washing the sac com- 
pletely out. 

Exploration per rectum revealed the existence of 
another abscess, which emptied itself into the intestine 
during the examination; the openihg could not be 
found. Patient was given an opiate after completion 
of operation. 

The after treatment can be described very briefly. 
A couple of pieces of India-rubber tubing were attached 
to the forked extremity of the catheter, and allowed to 
hang into a basin by the side of the bed. Twice a day for 
a week the sac was washed out with the solution of car- 
bolic acid and warm water described above; after that 
only once a day. Everything went on satisfactorily 
from the first; patient not having a serious symptom, 
and discharge diminishing daily. Appetite and strength 
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improved. At the expiration of six weeks, the discharge 
had ceased, the walls of the vagina began to soften, and 
the sac of the abscess had almost disappeared. At the 
end of the seventh week the canula was withdrawn, 
and the patient allowed to sit up daily; in nine weeks 
she was able to be about. Catamenia returned quite nat- 
urally, and free from pain after the first day. 

For the past month, Mrs. J. has attended her house- 
hold duties, walks about, rides almost daily, has grown 
fat and strong, and is in the enjoyment of excellent 
health. 

This case illustrates very clearly the importance of 
precision in diagnosis, and the success attending a bold 
and skilful operation, founded on an intelligent appreci- 
ation of existing conditions. If this patient had been 
allowed to continue without un operation, the abscess 
would undoubtedly have burst at a period more or less 
remote, either into the vagina, bladder, rectum, or peri- 
toneal cavity. The chances are against its opening at 
any point where it could be under control of the medi- 
cal attendant, and, its course in all probability being pro- 
longed indefinitely, there would result a succession of 
evacuations and refillings which in time would wear out 
the patient's strength. Occasionally a case terminates 
favorably after spontaneous evacuation, but every phy- 
sician in hospital practice, or making a specialty of 
gynaecology, knows how rarely this occurs. The wri- 
ter has seen, during five years' connection with the City 
Hospital, several, where no operation having been 
undertaken, the abscesses burst at points beyond reach 
or control. Nothing beyond palliative treatment re- 
mains in such cases, and the sufferer goes on for months 
or years in broken health and almost constant suffering, 
till death relieves her. How much better, when pos- 
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8ible,to reach and evacuate the matter; — then by care- 
ful attention to the after treatment^ obtain gradual con- 
traction and obliteration of the cavity^ and thus gidn 
the lasting gratitude of a patient rescued from suffering 
and restored to health. 



METRORRHAGIA AS OCCASIONED BY MALARIA, 

BT H. QBBOITLD, HA88^LL0V, OHIO. 

[Commu niwsi ^ to the Soeiet^t amd read, Deo, 2, 1800. 

In consulting a large number of authors I find this 
disease scarcely mentioned by but one, and he treats it 
very briefly. From its frequency and often fatal results, 
it should, in my opinion, occupy a more prominent place 
in medical works treating upon the diseases of women. 
Perhaps it has been intended to be embraced in re- 
marks upon menorrhagia. If so, then why so generally 
limit the duration of the latter to the menstrual flow? 

Metrorrhagia has reference to those profuse bleedings 
from the uterus which may occur at any time, and are 
altogether unconnected with the menstrual function. 

The following case occurred independent, of intra- 
uterine growths or gestation; but was doubtless caused 
by malaria, the evil being aggravated by frequently go- 
ing up and down stairs. I trust it may not prove 
wholly uninteresting to the Society. 

Miss L. E., aged thirty, first menstruated at fiift;een 
years of age. This continued for seven days; it then 
ceased, and did not not return for three years. From 
that time she was very regular in time and duration, 
always seven days; for four days it was very profuse, 
for the remaining three, light. This did not change or 
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deviate for twelve years, and the discharge was always 
without pain. 

On January 16th, 1869, she was taken with a chill, 
which lasted four and a half hours; intense uterine 
pains continuing for five and a half hours. During this 
entire time the metrorrhagia was great, or, to use the 
patient's own language, there was ^a perfect flood,'' 
saturating four sheets, one quilt, and a large number of 
cloths, napkins, etc. From this time the pain ceased 
and did not return. 

With the exception of three days the flow continued 
for four months, and at times it was very profuse. She 
had, during the first forty days, thirty-five chills, gener- 
ally of long duration. During the first seven weeks 
she kept her bed, and at intervals during the remainder 
of her illness. 

She was attended much of the time for four months 
by a skilful physician, and for a short time by a homoeo- 
path. 

The patient had become greatly reduced in strength. 
The face and extremities were oedematous, the bowels 
constipated. The kidneys were acting naturally. The 
appetite variable. 

She came under my care on May 16th. A vaginal 
examination revealed a flabby uterus, with slight ante- 
flexion, cervix elongated and enlarged, the os patulous, 
the uterine sound producing no pain or imeasiness. 

Treatment. Believing that the patient, according to 
her own statement, had taken as much medicine as was 
necessary, I confined my treatment to local applications. 
The instrument used was the hollow hard-rubber sound. 
Referring to my notes of the case, I find the following, 
namely: — 

16th. Introduced five grains of pulv. alum. 

17th. The treatment yesterday produced no pain or 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



1870.] Editonal Notes. 



EDITORIAL NOTES. 

We ake glad that the ** Boston Medi 
cal Journal '^ has followed our suggestic 
to the propriety of inserting in its colu 
Simpson's reply to Dr. Jacob Bigelow, p 
last month, and we do not share in the g< 
that our contemporary should have pref 
fortnight for the London simultaneous isi 
copy from us. Under all the circumstatK 
course was a very natural one, and therei 
be ridiculed. 

We are also glad that our successive 
thus far received, without a single except 
endorsement of our brother, — to our ever 
conunent there seems to have been his 
All over the world, silence is acknowk 
consent, and it is, of course, a great satisi 
know that the respect we entertain for c 
so ftilly reciprocated. Long may he pree 
ent friendly discretion, which is always 
of valor. 



The ^ Ether CoiflTROYERSY,'' twenty 
fierce, and then for so long a time seemi 
again prominently before the profession; t 
circumstances which will ensure for it a 
and permanent answer. Dr. Jacob Bij 
James Simpson have collided with violen 
has had therein to yield to Edinburgh, — 
enough to the readers of the last number c 
The blow of the Scotch professor, while 
assailant, disposed withal of that peculiai 
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tion, namely, that to the late Dr. Wm. T. G. Morton was 
due the roEA of eflfecting anesthesia by the vapor of 
sulphuric ether. 

In an editorial in November, we stated our belief that 
this was not the case, whatever credit was due to Dr. 
Morton for his unintended services to humanity while 
endeavoring to secure for himself a purely selfish ag- 
grandizement. We little thought then how quickly the 
whole question would be brought before us. At the 
twenty-seventh regular meeting of the Society, held on 
Feb. 1st, 1870, the day on which Sir James Simpson's 
communication was formally read, there were presented 
printed and written communications from a committee of 
gentlemen interested in the double project of soliciting 
aid for the family left by Dr. Morton, and of erecting a 
monument to his memory, and who were desirous of 
obtaining the assistance and endorsement of the GynsB- 
cological Society. The language of the written docu- 
ment, signed in behalf of this Committee by Dr. Knee- 
land, of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, was 
such as to give the impression that it was intended to 
bestow the entire honor of the scientific discovery upon 
Dr. Morton.* A discussion thereon ensued, with the 
result of the appointment of another Committee, from 
the members of the Society, consisting of Drs. John L. 
Sullivan (of Maiden), L. F. Warner, and S. L. Dut- 
ton, who were instructed to carefully examine into the 
evidence respectively adduced for Drs. Morton and 
Jackson, and to report the conclusion to which they 
came, with the grounds, to the Society, at its next 
meeting, a fortnight later. 

During the intervening period, the investigation was 

* A sabteqaent oommmiloation from Dr. Kneeland sUtM that tho insoriptioii upon tiM 
monument will probably be, "To Wm. T. G. Morton, the disooTeror of praotioal anwrtho 
■ia by •olphuric eth^r," on the groond that he, and he alone, disoorered, or rendered of 
praotical valae, what others only know as a chemical possibiUty or a college ] 
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pursued with patient faithfulness. The documents hit 
erto published on both sides, including the Congrej 
ional reports, as well as the series of MS. collected wi 
such care by Dr. Bowditch, of this city, and presefv 
in the cabinet of the Massachusetts Historical Socie 
were carefully scrutinized, and the testimony was tak 
of surviving witnesses to the facts in the case, whc 
partisanship had been sobered by the lapse of nearly 
quarter of a century. The report, an unanimous oi 
was rendered to the Society on Feb. 15th, and was free 
discussed; fresh light was thrown upon doubtful poii 
by personal friends of both Drs. Morton and Jacksc 
who had been cognizant of the facts at the time of t 
discovery, and who were now present, and the folio wi 
i-esolutions were adopted by the Society, without a d 
Benting voice: — 

WhereaSy The Gynaecological Society of Bost< 
while not attributing to the late Wm. T. G. Morton 1 
credit of the discovery of anaesthesia from sulphu 
ether, recognizes that he was in some measure insti 
mental in brining that discovery before the world; a 

WTiereaSy The Society has been invited to co-oper; 
with his friends in the twofold object of erecting a si 
pie monument over his remains at Mount Auburn, a 
making provision for his surviving family; therefore, 

Resolvedj That the members of the Society, grate 
to Dr. Morton for the part he bore in securing to suff 
ing humanity the inestimable boon of anaesthesia, ^ 
cheerfully contribute, each as his means may permit, 
the latter object, namely, the relief of his family. 

Besolved, That the Society, as a body, will not aid 
the erection of a monument which shall bear any inscr 
tion representing Dr. Wm. T. G. Morton as entitl 
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solely or chiefly, to the honor of having made the most 
beneficent discovery of modem times. 

Hesolvedy That the credit of the discovery of ansds- 
thesia from sulphuric ether, so far as concerns the sug- 
gestion of that especial agent, belongs to Dr. Charles 
T. Jackson, of this city. 

The above resolutions, we prophesy, will mark a turn- 
ing point in public opinion. Dr. Morton has deceased. 
Dr. Jackson's health, undeiihined by anxiety and disap- 
pointment, has at times seemed precarious. He has 
lived however, long enough to see the one fond dream 
of his life realized, — to receive recognition in his own 
city, of his claim to the scientific part of the discovery, 
and that, after long years of waiting, and when the at- 
tainment of his hope seemed farthest from him. 

Thi'ough improper means, to which we shall give the 
key, — for we have reliable evidence in our possession 
of a very unexpected and surprising character, — Dr. 
Morton had secured the votes of very many in this city, 
who in literature or science or art had a recognized 
position. No wonder that distant public opinion, and 
committees of Congress, to a certain extent its ex- 
ponent, were swayed in his favor. That tone, we ven- 
ture to predict, will now be changed. 

Through non-possession of the true facts in the case, 
concerning Dr. Jackson's connection with the solicita- 
tion of the patent, a very natural opinion to his detri- 
ment has obtained in the medical profession. We have 
secured very important evidence bearing upon this point, 
which will, we believe, be found to materially change 
its aspect. 

There are reasons, moreover, as yet apparently un- 
stated, that go far to account for Dr. Jackson's ac- 
knowledged silence, hitherto considered so suspicious, 
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regarding the first employment of ansBsthesia f 
Massachusetts General Hospital, and his fears r€ 
to the exhibition of ether, there or elsewhere, wl 
at Morton's hand or another's* These we shall ac 
and to an unprejudiced mind they will be founc 
vincing. 

We would not detract from any praise that may 
belong to Morton, nor would we give to Jackso 
credit not rightly his own. But it was a sham( 
when the monument publicly dedicated to the 
Idea of all Medical and Surgical history, whose 
it has ever been to heal tutOj citOy et jucundb, and 
memorative alike of man's need and God's merc^ 
erected in our midst. Dr. Charles T. Jackson wi 
only not referred to, either by the surgeon of the 
sachusetts Hospital who transfen'ed the statue, i 
the medical mayor who received it, but he was nc 
mitted to receive even the poor compliment of an i 
tion to be present, identified as he was, no matter t 
slight an extent it might have been, with the disc< 
Who indeed, unless a madman, would willinglj 
prophet and yet remain to be honored at home? 

When we come to present the proof that wh( 
Morton had milked Boston dry of its testimonu 
spoke of this respectable city with derision;, that 
he had secured the casket and purse from the IS 
chusetts General Hospital, and had ensnared its a 
ants, past, present, but not, we trust, to come, i 
committal of themselves in his favor, he turned 
them in scorn and brought them into contempt; ac 
when the language of the elder Warren had bee 
torted into an apparent endorsement of the cha 
rather than the scientist, the recipient of this 1 
but made merry over his benefactor's grave, — th( 
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B custodian* of a certain human skeleton probably re- 
et that he has not another, in identity equally defined, 
hang in the comer of the Medical College in its stead, 
ere their former owners in the flesh, it would now 
rdly do to confront them. 



Relative to the part op Edinburgh in the his- 
py of ansBsthesia, we have received letters during the 
st month, and listened to homilies, from' gentlemen 
lom we greatly respect, and from whom we regret to 
Bfer. 

We are pointed to the fact that ether was not used in 
dwifery till after its value had been proved in surgery, 
d to the endorsement, written m 1847, by Sir James 
mpson, of Morton's claim. 

With regard to the latter point, it need merely be said 
at of Morton's character for veracity Prof. Simpson 
d at that time no knowledge; and, moreover, that 
latever opinion any one then held, in the turmoil of 
nflict, is worthless in the light of subsequent evidence, 
unconfirmed. Dr. Bowditch, in his so interesting tale 

the sponge, with him a labor in loving memory of 
3 brother Nathaniel's interest in this question and in 
e Massachusetts Hospital, with whose reputation for 
nical teaching his own is so indissolubly blended, 
ould certainly grant to others the privilege he so 
>utly claimed for his brother, — the right to change 
le's mind. 
As to Edinburgh's merely imitating Boston, it might 

supposed from the tenor of the criticism, that the 
ngs of laboi were here, at the present moment, a thing 
iknown, and that the primal curse were as fully re- 

• Not Charlta 7. Jtokfon. 
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moved from hence, as unkindly people aflfect to belie^ 
is the recognition of Jesus Christ as the Saviour i 
mankind. We venture, however, no unsafe risk if ^ 
assert that, from the ungrounded dread of chlorofor 
and the personal disgust at ether, here obtaining up< 
the part of accoucheurs, there is probably no other larj 
city in the civilized world where there is still so mu< 
unalleviated suffering in labor. We have made mai 
inquiries upon the point, and have no doubt as to tl 
truth of the assertion. The charge, therefore, again 
Edinburgh comes from us with a very ill grace. 

We do not propose at the present time to discuss tl 

use of anaesthetics in childbed, nor to refer to our oy 

well-known opinion in favor of chloroform for the pu 

pose, in preference to ether. But we do say, ai 

deliberately, that there is probably no suffering ev 

experienced which will compare, in proportion to i 

extent in time, with the throes of parturition. *^ Mei 

says Meigs, ^^ cannot suffer the same pain as womc 

What do you call the pains of parturition? There is : 

name for them, but Agony .'^ It is easy, in these daj 

to make light of long-past, and partially forgotten, c 

Btacles, but even here in this city, in the early histo 

of anaesthesia, to attempt to relieve the pains of chil 

bed was thought to savor almost of impiety. Whi 

then, we honor, here in Boston, Dr. N. C. Keep, ^^ w 

was the first American to employ anaesthesia in chil 

birth," * and Dr. Walter Channing, ^^ who was the fii 

American to urge its general use for this end," * ^ 

must not forget Sir J. Y. Simpson, ^identified wi 

every obstetric advance of the age,"* whose example 

employing an anaesthetic in midwifery our city but f 

lowed. Gentlemen may amuse themselves and the pi 

* Eatokia: A word to Phjrdoians and to Women apon the Employment of AnaBfthei] 
(^iUbirth. Bjr Dr. H. R. Storer. Boston: A. WUliama A Go. 1863. 
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fession by publishing a ^ chloroform martyrology,** as 
the ^^ Boston Medical and Surgical Journal^' and the 
^' New York Medical Journal " are at this moment at- 
tempting to do, but it amounts to no more than would 
be obtained if the world were ransacked for the records 
of death from any other of the more powerful drugs of 
the materia medica. And, besides, the fact must not be 
blinked away that occasionally a death has ocurred from 
the use of sulphuric ether^ here in Boston. 



True to its traditions, the Massachusetts Medi- 
cal Society, through its Councillors, still bows down 
and worships the idol which its own hands in so great 
part have reared. In our last number we predicted that 
an attempt would be made to evade the direct points 
to which we called attention in our editorial for Octo- 
ber last, and to soften by some subterfuge the unjust 
and inquisitory measures hitherto employed by the So- 
ciety in servile obedience to the will of Harvard College, 
or, if such were found impossible, that the Councillors 
would endeavor to stifle further discussion, and to pre-r 
vent the questions before them from going to the So- 
ciety at large for its final action. 

The event has proved that we were not mistaken. 
The packed Committee, whose appointment, presided 
over as it was by the Dean of the Medical College, was 
the merest farce, has rendered the anticipated report, 
recommending that no change be made. The absence 
of the Dean, Dr. Calvin Ellis, from the Councillors' 
meeting, bears too much the appearance of an attempt 
by this manoeuvre to save the Committee from the 
odium which it cannot, however, escape. 

The facts still stand, as we presented them, and the 



Digitized by 



Google 



1870.] Uditorial J^otes. 175 

Society must meet them squarely. To longer delay the 
day of reckoning, is every month adding to the debt 
that it must pay and to the disgrace that it must bear. 
We repeat what we have already said : — 

1. A member of the profession from a Western city, 
a graduate of Dartmouth, and in good standing, has 
been refused admission to the Society unless he pass 
such an examination as may be exacted ^of a student 
going up for his medical degree.'' To say nothing of 
the damage to his professional reputation resulting from 
it, this was an insult to the gentleman for which he has 
the right to demand reparation. It was an insult, moreo- 
ver, to the college whose diploma he bears, and to every 
one of its graduates, many of whom are in our midst. 

2. While the alumni of all other schools are liable to 
be thus harmed, when coming here to settle, the gradu- 
ates of the Medical Department of Harvard Unversity, 
among whom are two of the editors of this Journal, 
travel a royal road. They are admitted Fellows of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society without being asked a 
question or compelled to afford the slightest evidence 
that they are possessed of even the first principles of 
medical knowledge. So reads the rule. 

We have called these facts infamous, and so they are, 
even allowing that the present unjust system has grown 
up without the knowledge of the members of the So- 
ciety which has lent it legal sanction. Now, however, 
that the Councillors, who so grossly misrepresent what 
we believe to be the feeling of the Society at large, 
have given it their formal approval, after all its injustice 
had been pointed out to them, we must transfer our lan- 
guage from the system itself to the gentlemen who have 
endorsed it. 

We do not propose, however, to let the matter rest 
here. We wield a potent weapon, and we know its 
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power. Cabals may try to intimidate, but it is only the 
coward who yields. A greater coward is he who pre- 
fers being branded as such by an honest pen, to render- 
ing to an injured man the justice for which he himself, 
were the tables but turned, would so piteously whimper. 
It was brave in Dr. Lyman, the Chairman of the Board 
of Censors that rejected Dr. Bixby, to speak so kindly 
as he did at the meeting of the Councillors. It was not 
brave in Dr. Williams, the President of the American 
Ophthalmological Society, who owes more than perhaps 
any other Boston physician to the favor of members of 
the profession in other parts of the country, to defend, 
as he did, the inquisitorial system which would defraud 
those strangers, did they come to live with us, of their 
very birthright. 



It must not be supposed, from what we have just 
said, that we would have the Massachusetts Medical 
Society thrown open for adnussion, without further scru- 
tiny of his claims, to every man provided with a duly 
sealed diploma. Far from this. We believe that so- 
cieties, like men, should be bound by the Code of Ethics 
of the American Medical Association, and that, while 
obeying the same rule, they may arrogate to themselves 
the same privileges, especially where, as here, the exer- 
cise of the privilege involves the performance of a duty 
to all other members of the profession. 

What we do demand, however, is, on the one hand, 
that the examination for admission to fellowship should 
be only such as to satisfy censors of the general fitness 
and good standing of the applicant, made as it is of ma- 
ture men, many of whom have been long in practice; 
and, on the other hand, that it should bear equally on 
the graduates of all colleges^ and not^ as now, act as 
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a prohibitory tariff in favor of the interests of a single 
school. 

Surprise at the existing state of things has been ex- 
pressed to us by many members of the State Society. 
At the annual meeting last spring, and at the CouncU- 
lors' meeting just gone by, censors from other districts 
frankly acknowledged that their boards .disregard the 
exclusive assumption of Harvard, and give to the sons 
of other mothers that unchallenged entrance to the So- 
ciety which she would fain reserve for only her own. 

The instance, therefore, of rejection to which we have 
called attention is thus made the more grievous. And 
yet there is some comfort in the fact that it is only under 
the direct shadow of our upas-tree that its influence is 
so fatal, and that even those who have breathed its atmos- 
phere may recover their manhood if they remove but a 
few miles away, where there are not the gifts of hospi- 
tal appointments or the lures of a large consulting prac- 
tice, fed yearly by graduating students who have sat at 
the feet of such Gamaliels. It was well, moreover, that 
the blow should fall, as it did, upon one of Harvard's 
own foster-children. The gentleman had been educated 
at the Boston school during a portion of his pupilage. 
In this fact we would show to students the penalty that, 
as matters now stand, awaits those misguided men who, 
in their innocence, may imagine the degree conferred by 
Dartmouth or Bellevue, Philadelphia or Chic^o, St. 
Louis or New Orleans, to be as honorable as that of 
Cambridge. Brought to Boston the diplomas of those 
cities are considered worthless. They are worse than 
worthless, for where one has a right to a reasonable 
expectation, its disappointment is more severe than 
where there is none. 

These arguments, if underrated here, will be found to 
weigh at Washington, when, in a very few weeks, the 
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American Medical Association rejects the credentials 
of the delegates from the two institutions which have 
conspired to bring its code and its authority into con- 
tempt. ** What! " we were soberly asked, but a month 
or two ago, by a very influential physician, *^do you 
really suppose that we Boston men care a pin for the 
authority of the American Association? We can at- 
tend to our own affairs, aiid as for coercion, — bah!" 
We replied then, as now, that events will prove. If 
we do not wholly misjudge the American profession, 
its National Association is alike a refuge for the op- 
pressed and a judge for the guilty, and with power, 
too, fully sufficient to enforce its decrees. To it we 
confidently appeal. 

In charging the Massachusetts Medical Society with 
a disgraceful breach of the Code of Ethics of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, and with conniving, by the 
text of a portion of its organic law, at practices wholly 
at variance with the spirit of that code, we intimated 
that there were other grounds upon which it should re- 
ceive the careful attention of the Association. 

To one of these we will now refer. 

By Article lY., Section 1st, of that portion of the 
Code of Ethics prescribing the Duties of Physicians to 
Each Other and to the Profession at Large, irregulari- 
ties of practice, which are sufficiently well defined, are 
forbidden to members of the Association. Their indul- 
gence by a physician serves as sufficient reason for pre- 
venting his entrance into the Association; if already a 
member, they ensure his expulsion. 

To apply this rule to the Massachusetts Medical So- 
ciety: At the present moment, it tolerates in its ranks, 
and allows to them every privilege of fellowship, many 
persons whose irregularities are openly acknowledged, 
nay, are advertised by them as passports to the public 
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favor. These persons have even organized then 
into State Associations, one of whose objects i1 
subvert by every me^ns in their power the influent 
standing of the regular profession. In proof of c 
sertion, we point to the registers of the Homoeo 
and Eclectic State Medical Societies of Massach 
and demand a comparison of the names th^reo: 
those on the roll of the so-called Massachusetts 1!^ 
Society, to which it is the misfortune, we had i 
said, of two of ourselves to belong, and in which ^ 
compelled to remain, or else be branded as irre 
Were it not so, we should long since have resig 
disgust. 



It is said, and there are thought to be grounds : 
assertion, that the City Hospital, forgetfiil, or el 
mindful, of the bad example of the Massachusetts 
eral Hospital when itself was first urged, has b* 
the bottom of much of the otherwise unaccountal 
position to the removal and enlargement of oui 
Lunatic Hospital to which we have repeatedly reJ 
and that, like many persons unincorporated, it obje 
a purely selfish reason; namely, that it desires a f 
appropriation of the public funds for its own pur 
and, till it obtains it, will use all its influence, no;' 
great, to prevent expenditure upon any other n 
charity. 

We trust, sincerely, that the charge is unfound( 
it is certainly very unfortunate for the reputation 
hospital that one of its attendants. Dr. Williams, j 
withal a specialist, and therefore liable to be viev 
very many of the profession as a superfluous orn 
rather than a main pillar of the institution, sho 
persistently and so bitterly have opposed the grj 
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jity, and the location of the hospital, desired by its 
Fill superintendent, Dr. Walker. Ophthalmologists, 
3 have before pointed out, just as asylum attendants, 
cultivators of gynaecology, and all other special 
:ers, are bound by peculiar ties to the profession at 
J, and by others, as peculiar, to their fellow-laborers 
;her departments. These may be very firm; they 
be very fragile. It will not do to rashly test their 
gth. It is no mark of wisdom for the eye to say 
le brain, ^^ What have I to do with thee, or what 
have I of thee? '* They are too near neighbors for 



IE City Hospital and its needs, iand the male- 
uce of any of its attendants, are, however, two very 
rent afiairs. While scourging the one, it is our 
to give respectful heed to the other. The pressing 
of new pavilions, in additioxi to those already 
, has been brought to our notice, as well as existing 
rfections of various kinds; as regarding, for in- 
5e, the size, comfort, and ease of communication 
the wards, of the present amphitheatre. It was a 
Y stroke for the retention of its surgical prestige, 
new pperating room of the Massachusetts General 
)ital, so magnificent in its every detail. But its 
ger and more lusty rival, which, with all its short- 
ngs, has none of the decrepitude of years, has 
y the right to an equal space, light, and conveni- 
, and it must have it. 

e ha^e before alluded with regret to the site of the 
Hospital, illy selected as concerns sanitary mat- 
and to its bizarre internal arrangement, the result 
lat almost constant conflict between architects and 
Uesome oflicials. What medical attendant at this 
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hospital would not gladly dispense with the baseir 
and would not remove the kitchen, with all its adjui 
to a building wholly unconnected by corridors or 
sages with those containing the wards? These chai 
and others perhaps as imp6rtaijt must eventually a 

We would do all that we can to hasten that 
The City Hospital wears its silken fetters with an 
grace, because they are self-imposed. They were nc 
broken, not so very long since, when Dr. Chei 
reprimanded for giving formal instruction in surj 
anatomy to the students dissecting under his eye 
alleged usurpation of the province of the Professc 
Surgery, resigned his position as Demonstrator a1 
College. That he accepted the promotion then in 
diately offered him, and went back as an Adjunct Pr( 
sor, was no eating of dirt, — it was a victory. 
Faculty could not afford to lose so valuable a sen 
and therefore they paid his price. Had they hesiti 
it would have cost them far more. 

To teach this lesson, even though it required hi 
postpone for a while the leading surgeonship of '. 
England, and to defer for a little making the City ] 
pital what it will yet become, a second Bellevue, wj 
the time the duty of the gentleman to whom we \ 
referred.* It may prove to have been, /ifter all, 
reserving the seed for a soil that should be plough 
trifle deeper by retributive justice, and enriched bj 
falling to dust of fossils thus upheaved. 



* We refer above only to a cironmitanoe tliat at the time was pablicly known, an( 
it without the knowledge of the gentleman spoken of, to whose great skill and devol 
we owe the life of a dear child. We hare been abased, formerly and of late, for w 
been termed the digging np of graveyards. If ghosts do rise, however, it most be ^ 
they were not properly laid at rest. We would not willingly wrong any individus 
of men, but we are in possession of a vast detail of interesting seoret history, runnii 
orer half * century, whioh we have the right to make public, and we propose !• do 1 
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History but repeats itsblp. In the February 
number of the ^ New York Mediea. Journal '' we read 
the following: — 

*^ Dr. C. A. Robertson, the author of the criticiem on 
^ The Last Illness of Dr. Alden March/ which appeared 
in the January number of this Journal, has been re- 
moved from the position of Ophthalmic and Aural Sur- 
geon in the Albany City Hospital by a unanunous vote 
of its Board of Governors. His name has also been 
stricken from the list of lecturers in the Albany Medical 
College by the Faculty of the Institution." 

We had been much interested in comparing Dr. 
Robertson's criticism at the time it appeared with a 
certain semi-official MS. in our possession, from another 
hand, purporting to describe Dr. March's last illness, 
decease, and autopsy. The discrepancies were so ob- 
vious that we had anticipated the result that has now 
taken place. As Dr. R. was formerly a practising phy- 
sician in this city, and has many friends among us, we 
do not hesitate to say a few words concerning his case. 

Five years ago, by the advice of his friends, Drs. Ag- 
new, Bumstead, and Hinton, Surgeons to the New York 
Eye and Ear Infirmary, Pr. Robertson, a skilled oph- 
thalmologist, settled in Albany, with a view to special 
practice. Having secured the confidence of the profes- 
sion and the 'community, he succeeded in effecting the 
organization of the Albany Eye and Ear Infirmary and 
in obtaining funds for its maintenance, and, very prop- 
erly, was elected its Surgeon. 

The Albany City Hospital, like certain institutions in 
this neighborhood, was practically controlled by the 
Medical College, and disliking to see a professional 
charity existing in its vicinity independent of the sway 
of its masters, overtures were made for the juncture of 
the hospital and infirmary, upon certain conditions in 
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favor of the latter, which it is alleged were never I 
orably carried out. 

A member of the College Faculty, who was also 
of the hospital attendants. Dr. Armsby, took occas 
it is said, to force a quarrel upon Dr. Robertson, an< 
lessen, so far as he might be able, his professional ii 
ence. It is charged that this was done in an urn 
handed and cowardly way. Meanwhile Dr. Al 
March, the great surgeon, died, being attended by 
Armsby, who immediately took pains to send by p 
and by letter to those more prominent in the profess 
his version of the circumstances of the decease. 

Dr. Robertson, in the exercise of what he suppose 
right, and on the ground of its scientific charac 
sharply criticised, in the *^ New York Medical Jouri 
Dr. Armsby's report, charging that Dr. March i 
from simple unrelieved retention of urine, and that st 
ographs of the late surgeon's bladder, copies of wl 
sent by Dr. Armsby, are in the possession of the Gy 
cological Society, of which Dr. March was an Honoi 
Member, were got up, so to speak, for the purpose 
covering a fatal error of judgment or neglect. 

For this unpardonable offence, his opponent, a men 
of the College Faculty, while Dr. Robertson was sin 
a subordinate lecturer, has secured Ms temporary 
grace. 

What, however, had been the act of which Dr. Ii 
ertson was really guilty? We quote from his ten 
letter to the Governors of the Albany City Hosp 
published in the ^* Albany Argus '' for January 24th 

**The head and front of all my offending wa 
pamphlet. I had opened the box of Pandora, and € 
flew thick around. I had exercised my right of c: 
cism. A thimderbolt was launched from the clear i 
charged to repletion with truth and eternal logic. T 
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there appeared a scathed and blasted man, with pretence 
hanging in shreds about him, trying to hide hhnself 
away from the light, blazing wherever a pamphlet had 
fallen; and in banks, and counting-rooms, and parlors, 
he sought shelter, bemoaning the ingratitude of his race, 
and appealing piteously for protection from the terrible 
persecution, as he wailed the word, of a man who fear- 
lessly proclaimed that, sometimes, i^rnoranca inaphy* 
sician is no less cuLpcMe than crime.^^ 

The final result is not yet. An Albany medical 
friend, uncommitted to either side of the deplorable con- 
troversy, writes us that penance ^*of this kind seems 
poorly calculated to do Dr. Robertson any harm. He 
has many powerful friends, whom his review seems to 
have called up. The result of it all will probably be a 
reconstruction of the College Faculty, or a total break- 
up, and then a second school.'' 

We would draw no personal moral, nor make refer- 
ence to a very parallel case that will suggest itself to 
many of our readers, but simply say, as we did in begin- 
ning, history repeats itself, alike in causes and in effects. 



In speaking, as we did in our last number, of special 
medical journals, we purposely deferred till the present 
moment ^11 comment upon the periodical publications of 
a department, very important in itself, and which has 
hardly been appreciated as it should be by the general 
profession, — we mean Dentistry. Its interest, in its 
relations to gynaecology, was well pointed out by Dr. 
Hawes in our January niunber. Dentists cannot always 
safely decide upon what is best for the jaws of a patient, 
if ignorant of her pelvic condition, and gynaecologists 
will often fall far short of a correct diagnosis concerning 
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the causation of neuralgic pains and intestinal disturb- 
ance, if they fail to inspect the teeth, as they will of 
curing the affections coming within their own province,^ 
if they neglect to see that the mouth is kept in perfect 
order. 

We take fronj our table three dental exchanges: the 
^ American Journal of Dental Science," edited by Dr. 
Gorgas, and published by Snowden & Cowman, of Bal- 
timore; the ^Dental Register,'' published by Messrs. 
Taft & Watt, of Cincinnati; and the ** Canada Journal 
of Dental Science," edited by Drs. Chittenden, of Ham- 
ilton, and Beers, of Montreal. They are all of them 
monthlies, are edited with judgment and care, and de- 
serve undoubtedly a generous support. One is struck, 
when examining these periodicals, by the general tone 
in favor of a conservative surgery. To remove a tooth, 
as to amputate a leg, is often far easier than to save the 
member; in both cases it is the most skilful operator 
who attempts^ where it is possible, to presei-ve. This 
would hardly be imagined, however, when visiting a 
mart of aitificial teeth, like that of Codman & Shurtleff, 
in this city, where thousands and tens of thousands of 
clever counterfeits, almost improvements upon Nature 
herself, tempt those who would escape dyspepsia or 
regain the appearance of youth. 

To scientific attainments of no mean character, and to 
mechanical skill, the dentist of the present day must add 
a knowledge of general medical principles. He must 
not only be able to use, but to judiciously select, his in- 
struments, often, indeed, himself to fashion them. Of 
the resources of his profession, one may judge from two 
books that also lie before us: the so-called ^ Dental Cata- 
logue '' of S. S. White, of Philadelphia, elegantly bound 
and illustrated, and displaying a wonderful fertility of 
measures for producing comfort by torture, and the 
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^ Dental Materia Medica,'' published by the same firm, 
also very creditably prepared, and of very evident use. 

In this connection, for it is as honorable to his pro-, 
fession as to the individual, we would mention the beau- 
tiful volume, entitled ^^ Sanitary Institutions during the 
Austro-Prussian-Italian Conflict,'' sent us by its author, 
that eminent dentist, Dr. Thomas W. Evans, of Paris. 
Whatever the work to which a man devotes himself, if 
he do it well, he should be duly honored therefor, and 
though it fall to the lot of but few to become, as Dr. 
Evans, the titled attendant upon emperors, and an offi- 
cer of the Legion of Honor, there is no dentist who can- 
not gain for himself respectful recognition by every 
medical practitioner, and by the community. 

We would notice, also, one or two of the secular jour- 
nals that catch our eye. To the ^^ New York Independ- 
ent '' we paid our respects last month. The ^ Nation," 
published in the same city, is exerting a quiet but very 
appreciable influence upon the public, alike as regards 
political cast and temper, intellect and morals. To hold 
the proper mean between the stubborn dogmatism that 
rejects every novelty of idea because it is new, and the 
pseudo-divine New England restlessness, so marked in 
matters of religion, which must cast away even treasures 
of great price because they date from before the birth 
of time, is no easy task in these days. For its thought- 
ful tone, even though we may not assent to all that it 
holds incontrovertible, the ^Nation" deserves great 
praise. 

The American Tract Society sends us its various pe- 
riodicals, so attractive in their dress and withal so pure 
in their influence. With Dr. Cuyler, of Brooklyn, "we 
think the ^Sabbath at Home' is the best American 
magazine for Sunday reading we have ever seen. It is 
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lively without being frivolous, serious and spiritual w 
out being dull. Our children love it; so do we." 

The ^Overiand Monthly," published by Roman & ( 
of San Francisco, and ^^ devoted to the development 
the country," is our favorite among the unprofessic 
magazines. It has a freshness and charm peculiarly 
own. The life beyond the mountains, with its strai 
mingling of all that is old and new in civilization, ; 
all that is varied in men, is brought out vividly in 
pictures, whether of prose or verse, while occasion; 
there is presented material of peculiar interest to 
physician. Such was the narrative, so fabulous and 
so true, based on the story of the perforated skull, wh 
living possessor most of us here have seen. After th 
long years of waiting for the specimen, whose wane 
ings in life and in death he had so surely tracked^ 
wonder if Dr. H. J. B. should have had a peculiar i 
tumal experience. 

^He saw a strange, dark figure gliding stealtl 
along, feeling its way by the glazed cabinets, wh 
heavy cases lined the walls. The Shape stopped by 
of the cabinets; and then he saw it was the head] 
figure of a man. Softly rolling back the sash-door, 
Shape put out its hand, and drew forth a gleaming wl 
skull, impaled upon an iron rod, such as is used by th 
who blast rocks. It slipped the gibbering skull up j 
down on the rod that pierced it from chin to crown 
if it were amused at the curious sight; then the a^ 
struck watcher heard fi*om the fleshless lips of 
skull: ^ Yes, you bet that's me I ' Unless the watchi 
dreamed a honid dream, he had seen the Spectre of 
Man with a Hole in his Head." 

The same fascinating occidental charm — for 
West outvies the East in interest to us Americans — 
find in the ^ Sunset Land," published by Lee & Shepi 
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Boston, and written by our old friend, the Rev. Dn 
►hn Todd, of Pittsfield. This veteran author, so ridi- 
led by *^ Gail Hamilton '' for his outspoken estimation 

the milkless amazons of the present day, and espe- 
lUy for branding by his ** Serpent in the Dove's Nest'' 
5 prevalent perversion of motherly instinct, has not 
[•gotten the work to which his life has been so stead- 
5tly devoted. Many will laugh at such language as 
^ following in a book of travels; but we wish there 
jre more who used it: *^ God's great plans move on, 
d the roar of the ocean and the stem silence of the 
ttty mountains are waiting at his feet." 
Equally severe with Dr. Todd, in his remarks upon 
minal abortion, is Dr. Hutchins, of Philadelphia, in 
\ edition of Swayne's ^^ Obstetric Aphorisms," just 
Wished by Henry C. Lea. ^^ Husbands," he says, 
eek it for their wives, libertines ask it for their mis- 
isses, seducers seek it for the unhappy victims of their 
entious passion, wives, ay, mothers even, beg it for 
3mselves." These aphorisms of Swayne are many of 
3m good; one of them in particular we would com- 
md, just at the present moment, to the attention of 
3 President of the Obstetrical Society of this city, as 
) understand that he is collecting authorities upon the 
bject. It is upon post-partum hemorrhage, and reads 

follows: *^In all cases where there is any reason to 
prehend hemorrhage, the pulse should be frequently 
t, and the uterus examined. The patient should be 
ted whether she feels any discharge running from 
r; and the napkin should be frequently removed and 
;pected." An extract from Gooch is also given, which 
particularly pertinent in the present connection : ^ The 
J of the patient depends on the man who is on the 
3t; he must stand to his gun. A practitioner who is 
t fully competent to undertake these cases of hemor- 
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rhage can never conscientiously cross the threshold of a 
lying-in chamber,^ 

** Old and New,'' edited by Edward Everett Hale, and 
published by H- O. Houghton & Co., of Boston, brings 
to us each month a wealth of material for restful thought. 
Doctors and doctors' families are but men and women 
after all, and to them, as to all the rest of the working 
world, mental as well as physical relaxation is a neces- 
sary change. In the March number is an article, en- 
titled ^* In Search of a Climate," of peculiar interest to 
gynaecologists and the patients whom they may send to 
Europe, inasmuch as it describes with minute detail Men- 
tone, the favorite wintering-place, in Southern France, 
of Dr. Henry Bennet, of London. The impression g^ven 
is dreary enough; seen, however, from an invalid's point 
of view, even paradise might seem purgatory. It is de- 
scribed, probably under a very diflferent light, as we 
learn from the London ^* Medical Intelligencer," of Jan., 
1870, by Dr. Siordet, in his ^Mentone in its Medical 
Aspect," and by Dr. Bennet, in his work entitled ^^ Win- 
ter and Spring on the Shores of the Mediterranean," 
both of them published by the Messrs. Churchill, of New 
Burlington Street. 

To ^Eing out the Old, Ring in the New," is as 
cheery duty for editor as for sacristan. The naive ex- 
ample given in the February number of the magazine, 
to which we so cheerfully call the attention of our read- 
ers, of directing attention in one's own pages to their 
merit, we may venture to copy, in so far as it entitles 
us to mention the vdry elegant style in which Mr. Camp- 
bell has issued in a collected form the several numbers 
of our Volume I. Typographically, and as a specimen 
of the binder's art, the book does its publisher credit; of 
its contents we must leave it to others to speak. The 
establishment of the Gynaecological Society was, in 
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but a birth of which the time had long been preg- 
its Journal, the pioneer from the old and obscure 
of the past to a new and fresh and more perfect 
standing of questions in our art, very vital in 
elves, and in their application touching, most em- 
;ally, social science, State medicine, and the public 
Qess. 

Schiller's *^ Columbus,'' Mr. Hale's Prologue for 
ary, we find no inapt conclusion to what we have 
10 w said of the Society and its work: — 

" On, brare sailor! though the men of worldly frifldom mookthee! 
Though the helmnmin in his place let fall his lazy hand! 
Westward! westward ever! Yonder most be the shorei 
Which mirrored in thy mind so clear and shining lies! 
Trust God's guiding angel —tmst the silent sea. 
Were the land not there, still firom the flood 'twoold rise. 
Nature is linked with Genius in eternal bonds — 
That which the one foretells^ the other must fulfil! " 



BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED 

BT THB BOOXBTT. 

])hables Bbll. (Edinburgh.) Cases at Maternity Hospital, 

1868-9. From the author. 
Do. The Constitution of Women, as illustrated by Abdominal 

Cellulitis. From the author. 
Do. The Harveian Oration for 1861. From the author. 
Do. The Constitution and Diseases of Women. 
I. The Functional Diseases of the Uterus. 
II. The Theory and Diseases of the Catamenia. 
III. Amenorrhoea. From the author. 

Do. Remarks on Retained Placenta. From the author. 
Do. Breech Presentation of the Foetus. From the author. 
Do. Observations on Diphtheria and Erysipelas. . From the 

author. 
Transactions of the Medical Society of West Virginia, 1867—9. 

From Dr. John C. Hupp, of Wheeling. 
ixussEROw. (Zurich.) Erankheiten der Weiblichen Sezaal-or- 

gane. From the author. 
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76. WuBSTER. (Zurich.) TTeber die Eigenw&rm der Neugebomen. 

From Prof. Gusserow. 

77. Thomas. (New York.) The History of Four Cases of Chronic 

Inversion of the Uterus. From the author. 

78. Carl Hecker. (Munich.) Ueber die Schadelform bei Ge- 

sichtslagen. From the author. 

79. Satre. (New York.) Three Cases of Lead Palsy, from the 

Use of a Cosmetic. From Dr. Winslow Lewis. 

80. BozEMAN. (New York.) Yesico-yaginal Fistule, and its suc- 

cessful Treatment. From Dr. Lewis. 

81. ScHXTLTZB. (Jena.) Die Placentar-respiration des Foetus. 

From the author. 

82. Do. Retroversion und Betroflexipn der Schwangem Gebar- 

mutter. From the author. 
8?. Do. Adipis Grenesis Pathologica. From the author. 

84. Do. Velamentalen Insertion des Nabel-Stranges. From the 

author. 

85. Do. £ine ExtnipUterine Schwangerschaft. From the author. 

86. Do. Ueber Superfoecundation und Superfoetation. From the 

author. 

87. Do. Die Narbenformigen Streifen in der Hant des Oberschen- 

kels. From the author. 

88. Do. Ueber Palpation der Becken Organe. From the author. 

89. Do. Lehrbuch der Hebammenkunst. From the author. 

90. Do. Pessarien aus wiechen Kupfer Dracht. From the author. 

91. Do. Zur forensichen Diagnose. From the author. 

92. Do. Fin Eaiserschnitt. From the author. 

93. Do. Untersuchungen ueber den Wechsel der Lage des 

Eindes. From the author. 

94. Do. Das Nabelblaschen : £in Constantes Grebilde in der 

Nachgeburt des ausgetragenen Kindes. From the author. 

95. HuGEKBEROER. (St. Petersburg.) Zur Puerperal BlutergQsse 

in's Zellgeweber. From the author. 

96. Do. Berieht aus dem Hebammen-Institute Helene Pawlowna 

zu St. Petersburg. From the author. 

97. Do. Das Puerperalfieber im St. Petersburg Hebammen-In- 

stitute Helene Pawlowna. From the author. 

98. Fleischhauer. Ueber Retroversion und Retroflexion der 

Schwangerem Gebarmutter. From Prof. Schultze, of Jena. 

99. ScHULLER. (Jena.) Ueber Dammrisse.%From Prof. Schultze. 
100. Eaxpffb. (Jena.) Hematocele retro-uterina. From Prof. 

Schultze. 
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SMANK. Uterine Fibroide. From Prof. Schultze. 

lONE Giordano. (Turin.) Madre O Figlio? From the 

ithor. 

Zolfo e Cholera. From the author. 

Dei yi2i Felvici. From the author. 

Delia Febbre Fuerperale. From the author. 

Perdita Involontaria D'Orina. From the author. 

Suir uso della gomma-resina d'asa-fetlda da inerzia 
utero. From the author. 

Des Yomissements Incoercibles pendant la Grossesse. 
rom the author. 

Piccolo Breviario Tascabile ad uso Die Sanitaij D'ltalla. 
rom the author. 

LLA. (Turin.) Della ClinicaObstetricade Torino. From 
rof. Giordano. 

,ER. Small Pox and Vaccination. From the author. 
:>ry of the Albany Hospital. From Prof. Armsby, of 
Ibany. 

ND. Emmenologia. London Translation, 1829. • From 
r. J. M. Toner, of Washington, D. C. 
iRN. First Lines of the Practice of Midwifery. London, 
^81. From Dr. Toner. 

XTTE. A General Treatise on Midwifery. London Trans- 
tion, 1746. From Dr. Toner. 

r. (Washington.) Ligation of the Funis. From Dr. 
>ner. 

^. Removal of a Dropsical Ovarium. From Dr. Toner, 
rr. Nervous Disorders. With MS. notes by Dr. Mayo, 
iinburgh, 1764. From Dr. Toner. 
ETON. (Norwich, Ct.) The Use and Abuse of Spectacles, 
"om the author. 

ites of the First Annual Meeting of the Nebraska State 
edical Society. From Dr. Mercer, of Omaha. 

(Binghamton, N. Y.) Methomania: a Treatise on 
coholic Poisoning. With an Appendix upon Inebriety in 
omen, by Dr. H. B» Storer. IVom the publisher, James 
impbelL 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY. 

IBtported (y Horatio S, Starer, Secretary.] 

VIMBTBBirTH BEGULAR MBKTINO, OCT. ff, 1860. 

The nineteenth regular meeting of the Societ 
held at Hotel Pelham, on the evening of Oct. Sth. 
the President in the chair. Present, Drs. Lewis, 
ner, Dutton, Sharp, Bixby, and H. R. Storer; ai 
invitation, Drs. W. H. Page, J. H. Bodge, and 
Blake, of Boston. 

The records of the last meeting were rea< 
accepted. 

The Secretary read letters from Drs. J. D. Mi 
of Jacksonville, Florida, and Alexander Thomps 
Aurora, N. T., Corresponding Membere of the S( 
acknowledging their election; and stated that in 
ately after receiving the communication from the 
of these gentlemen, he had learned the sad intelli 
of his sudden death. Dr. Thompson was a gentler 
extended and very varied intellectual attainments 
had been honored by the Presidency of the New 
State Medical Society. His long experience in th 
fession, joined to the leisure that a large fortui 
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of late years given hitn, were such that gynsBcology 
might have expected much at his hands, had his life 
been longer spared. 

The Secretary exhibited the photograph of Dr. Charles 
Bell, of Edinburgh, received since the last meeting, and 
announced the donation to the Library, from this gen- 
tleman, of the following memoirs by himself: The Con- 
stitution of Women, as illustrated by Abdominal Cellu- 
litis; The Harveian Oration for 1861, being an Account 
of the State of Midwifery in Harvey's timg; The Con- 
stitution and Diseases of Women, Parts I., II., and III.; 
Remarks on Retained Placenta; Observations on Breech 
Presentation; Observations on Diphtheria and Erj^sipe- 
las; and Cases at the Royal Maternity Hospital of Ed- 
inburgh, in 1868-9. 

The Secretary presented, from his own library, copies 
of three of the four numbers of the ^^ Galveston Medical 
Journal,^' required to complete the Society's set up to 
the present date. 

The gentlemen whose names were referred to the 
Committee on Membership at the last meeting were! 
balloted for and elected. 

Dr. Bixby reported upon the morbid specimens sub- 
mitted to him for microscopical examination at the last 
meeting. 

The fluid removed from the thrombus of the labium, 
in Dr. Storei^'s case, exhibited under the microscope 
only broken-down blood cells. 

The contents of the cyst in the case of Miss R., re- 
ported by himself, when allowed to stand, divided itself 
into two distinct parts: the upper and lighter was sim- 
ply limpid, straw-colored serum; the lower and heavier 
l^ortion was of a grayish-yellow color, acnd showed under 
the. microscope distinct pus cells. 

Dr. Bixby exhibited a polypus removed by Dr. Storer 
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from the cervix uteri since the last meeting, and its 
unusually large stalk, that had sloughed away at the 
expiration of several days. The patient had passed the 
menopause, and dated her illness from exposure to cold 
while watching the large fire at Lynn during last Janu- 
ary. She had then sat for some time upon a stone step. 
The polypus was readily removed by torsion, and the 
stalk exhibited was detected just afe it was descending 
through the os uteri after having become detached. 

Dr. Bixby also exhibited the pelvic viscera of a pa- 
tient, the progress of whose case had been detailed at 
the last meeting of the Society, -— it proving one of 

OVARIAN DISEASE, COMPLICATED WITH INTRA-PERI- 
TONEAL HEMATOCELE. 

The patient, sent from Provincetown to Dr. Storer, 
had been for several months at St. Elizabethans Hospital. 

The exploratory trocar had revealed the presence of 
a large quantity of effused blood in one portion of the 
pelvic cavity, and of serum commingled with pus in 
another. Examination had found the uterus fixed, and 
the tissues above the vaginal roof bound extensively 
together by adhesions, so that any operation for extir- 
pation of the diseased parts would have been inadmis*- 
sible. 

At the autopsy it was found that the general appear- 
ance of the body was very much emaciated, and of a sal- 
low hue. Incision extending from the umbilicus to the 
pubis, through the abdominal wall, came directly down 
upon the peritoneum thickened by exudation and ad- 
herent intestines. By careful dissection, it was possi- 
ble to distinguish the wall of a cyst closely adherent on 
all sides, which extended from the left ovary through the 
left iliac fossa some eight inches from its origin. It was 
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he greatest difficulty that a clear outlme of the 

could be detected; however, with some trouble, 
'^st, with the uterus, was removed intact. The 

was fixed in its position by an organized exuda- 
rhich was no doubt the debris of the pelvic ab- 

The adhesions of the sac in its entire extent 
ited the retraction of the cyst into the pelvis after 
.cuation, 

Storer exhibited the tumors removed from his 
case of 

E OVABIOTOMT, THE PEDICLES BEING SEOUBED 
BY ACUPRESSUBE, 

ned since the last meeting of the Society, and 
3d the case. 

the age of twenty-four, three years ago, the pa 
)egan to increase in fulness of abdomen. This 
led until the pressure was unbearable; she then 
I to Dr. Abbe, of New Bedford, for relief, and he 
iff twenty-five quarts of dark-colored fluid. This 
1 the 29tli of last October. He repeated the op- 
L twice with an interval of twelve weeks, twice 
n interval of eight weeks, once with an interval 
weeks, and twice with an interval of four weeks, 
ime removing about thirty quarts. She ceased 
uating a year ago last July, except once in De- 
' last. She has suffered no inconvenience or sick- 
Kcept from the weight, the urine has been very 
and previous to the tapping the extremities were 
tons. Since then she has been very free from 

operation was performed at New Bedford on 
26th; there being present and assisting in the 
on, Drs. Abbe, Johnson, and Swazey, of that 
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city. Chloroform was administered. The ovaries and 
their contents, some twenty-seven quarts of a greenish, 
treacly fluid, weighed in the neighborhood of sixty 
pounds. There were no adhesions about the points 
where the patient had been tapped, but very extensive 
attachments superiorly, above the umbilicus, which re- 
quired extreme force for their laceration. The hemor- 
rhage from this was unusually severe. 

The pedicles having been compressed close to the 
uterus by two of Dr. Storer's clamp-shields, they were 
divided by scissors, and secured as follows; A long and 
slender steel shawl-pin, four inches in length, was passed 
through the stump, transfixing it longitudinally; the loop 
of an annealed iron wire (tinned) was thrown about the 
extremity, in figure of eight fashion, and drawn tightly. 
The sharp extremity of the pin having been cut off by 
pliers, its head and the slack of the wire were brought 
through the abdominal wound. One pin was removed 
upon the second day, and the other shortly after. 

Ten days subsequently, the patient was progressing 
without a bad symptom. (She recovered without any 
drawback.) 

Dr. S. had employed acupressure of the stump, instead 
of ligatures, in cases where he had performed his opera- 
tion of pocketing it within the abdominal wound, there 
being here little or no possibility of secondary hemor- 
rhage. He had not ventured till now to risk return- 
ing a vascular pedicle back into the abdominal cavity, 
without a ligature upon either of its vessels. 

The success in this case had, however, been so marked 
that he should veiy shortly repeat the procedure in 
another. It would be noticed that he did not use the 
movable cap or hood for the points of the pins, sug- 
gested by Simpson, and figured in his work upon Acu- 
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pressure,* although he had carried several of Simpson's 
hooded needles in his operating ease for many months. 
He was satisfied that cutting off the point of the pin, as 
in the case now reported, removed the risk of punctur- 
ing or otherwise wounding intestines, and that the hood 
could not in all cases be readily or safely withdrawn 
from the abdominal cavity; while the simple wire loop 
employed by himself was easily removed. 

Dr. Storer also exhibited, in behalf of Dr. Abbe, of 
ISTew Bedford, a Corresponding Member of the Society, 
some twenty specimens of varying size, being portions 
of a remarkable 

SHOWER OP VESICAL OALOULI, 

discharged from the urinary bladder soon after the re- 
placement of the uterus in a case of chronic procidentia. 
Dr. Storer presented from Dr. T. G. Seldon, of 
Shanesville, Ohio, the history of an interesting case of 

UTERINE ABLATION. 

It is as follows: — 

^^ In the spring of 1862 I was watching a Dutch sow- 
gelder make a display of his skill, when I observed him, 
after opening one side of a poor brute which had been 
submitted to his manipulations, and after removing one 
of the ovaries, in searching for the other and bringing 
first one and then another organ and tissue through his 
incision, unwarily bring out a fold of the uterus in which 
was enclosed a foetal pig, the sow having been with 
young. The part, under his rough manipulation being 



* Aonpressoro: A New Method of Arresting Sargioal Hemorrhage and of Acoelerating 
tbo Healing of Wonndi. Edinburgh, Adam and Charles Black, 1864. pp. 441. 
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somewhat strangulated and exposed to the air, swe 
rapidly, and the operator soon discovered that he cc 
not return it into the abdomen through the incision. 

" I presume the idea of enlarging the incision n( 
entered his mind, for when fairly at fault he delil 
ately picked up his knife and cut away the mass, 
fold of the uterus, foetus and all. When freed from 
operator's hands the sow walked away, and the gel 
after eying her awhile, remarked, with Teutonic t 
tumity, ^I dink she vill WV Of course I became in 
ested in the fate of the poor beast, and watched he 
my leisure for a few days, during which she seei 
sick, but eventually recovered, and grew apace to 1 
famous hog. At the slaughtering I made a point tc 
present, and secured the uterus. About one-third 
the fundus had been cut away; the incised parts ' 
. somehow come into direct apposition, and had evidei 
united by adhesive inflammation. I removed the utc 
and its appendages, and have them in my possessior 
shall attempt no description of the parts at tjiis time, 
if the specimen is of sufficient interest, I will preser 
to you, and you can see for yourself. 

^^^Experientia docet omnes!' If this poor br 
turned out to take care of itself, could recover fi 
such handling and mutilation as it received, the quesi 
may well and reasonably be asked, if we have not h( 
tofore been governed by a cowardly temerity in fear 
to remove portions of the human uterus to free it fi 
fibroid and even malignant growths, whose tendenc; 
to great discomfort, and even death? In view of the 
pliances and means which we can bring to bear for 
recovery of our patients, I cannot help thinking t 
much misery is suffered, and some lives lost, that a b 
and skilful surgery ought to prevent. But I must le 
the decision of this question to those who have 1 
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more experience in such cases and greater advantages of 
observation and instruction than a busy village doctor." 

Dr. Storer remarked upon the importance of Dr, Sel- 
den's case in its relations to the whole subject of the 
removal of abdominal tumors, and the interesting series 
of vivisections that have been made in Bussia upon the 
lower animals during the last year or two, with refer- 
ence to the best method of treating the ovarian pedicle. 

The question being asked if he considered 

CHLOROFORM EQUALLY ADVISABLE WITH ETHER FOR 
SURGICAL OPERATIONB, 

Dr. Storer replied that he regretted not having been 
present at the late meeting of the Society, on Aug. 10th, 
1869,* at which this topic was broached. Familiar as 
he had been with the use of sulphuric ether since its 
first suggestion to the profession, and taught, moreover, 
personally, by the discoverer of the anaesthetic properties 
of chloroform, its proper method of employment, during 
a year's residence with Sir James Y. Simpson, he had 
had perhaps unusually good opportunities for forming a 
fair opinion of the comparative merits of the two agents. 
Previous to relinquishing the practice of midwifery, eight 
3^ears since, Dr. Storer had made it his rule always to 
administer chloroform to parturient patients, and this 
no matter whether the labor was a rapid one or no, or 
whether the patient had or had not organic disease of 
the heart or lungs; believing, as he did, that not only 
was it the physician's duty to relieve pain, here ordina- 
rily so exquisite, and to lessen the risk to both mother 
and child, as was done by the relaxation of voluntary 
muscles effected by the ansdsthetic, but that, for certain 

• See this Journal, Febrnuy, 1870, p. 67. 
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manifest reasons, chloroform was preferable for ol 
ric use to ether. These reasons he had stated in a 
munieation to the Massachusetts Medical Socie 
1863. His paper, however, was condemned by the 
lishing Committee of that Society (as has been 6 
in another communication in this Journal*), upo 
alleged ground that its statements contained no 
new, but really because they were so obnoxious 1 
prejudice obtaining in Boston in favor of the excl 
use of ether. It was therefore printed through an 
channel.f It was still his belief that it was the dii 
physicians to administer an anaesthetic in child 
and that chloroform was the preferable agent fo 
purpose. 

As regards its use in surgery, Dr. S. had p 
through several changes of opinion. He had endea 
to decide the case dispassionately, and not to be 
enced in any way by the excessive feeling regardii 
subject existing here in Boston. There could 1 
doubt that should a patient be lost here from chloro 
there would occur a temporary uproar; but he wt 
accustomed to allow the outcries of partisans to di 
his equanimity. 

He was satisfied that a mixture of chloroform 
sulphmic ether, still so extensively employed, was 
imsafe than chloroform alone, and that the same 
true of the tincture or spirit of chloroform kno^ 
chloric ether. He had himself reported to the Si 
District Medical Society two cases where he had 
using the equal-part mixture of ether and chlorc 
nearly lost patients during an operation; in the oi 
stance, for amputation of the cervix uteri, and i 

* Sm this Jooiiial for NoTember, 1869, p. 309. 

t Bofton Medteal and SorgUNa Jounal, 1863. Reprinted bj A. Williamf M Co. 
tlie tiUe of Eatokia. 
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for the ablation of vulval outgrowths. The spe- 
fravity of the two vapors is so different that it i8 
: impossible for the attendant to judge so pre- 
of what he is to expect, as he can do when he is 
either of the agents alone. 

a late meeting of the Society (third special meet- 
une 2, 1869), Dr. Storer had stated that he was 
ing the use of chloroform for the major pelvic op- 
is, especially abdominal sections.* It would be 
d that he had employed it in the case reported at 
•esent meeting. He was also returning to its use 
•e trivial cases, and was not sure but that he should 
!y discard the use of ether, as has been done in al- 
jvery place in the world save Boston. There might 
3re undoubtedly was, a slightly greater risk of life, 
we came to examine into tables of thousands of 
but in comparison with the many other risks, as 
reased retching, etc., etc., greater with ether, and 
►ositive oftentimes in their disastrous results, he 
bt the balance in favor of chloroform. It was 
stated here that a fatal result never occurred from 
e of sulphuric ether. He had, however, lately re- 
[ to the Suffolk District Society a case of amputa- 
f the breast, the patient being a physician's wife, 
, during the administration of sulphuric ether 
3b's) by himself and Dr. Warner, collapse oc- 
[, and the patient was saved only by the energetic 
rolonged use of a galvanic battery. 
Page stated that his own experience had been 
p to that of Dr. Storer. It had, however, exceeded 
one respect, in that he had not merely nearly, but 
ility, lost a patient when under the influence 
phuric ether, though to what extent the agent it- 
ad been in fault he would not venture to say. 

* See this Journal, January, 1870, p. 19. 
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The case was as follows: — 

Some years ago Dr. P. was called to see Miss , 

aged fourteen. She belonged to an epileptic family, sev- 
eral of her brothers and sisters being afflicted in the same 
way, and some having died from this cause. She had 
suffered from the disease since her first dentition, and it 
had gone on, constantly increasing in severity, until her 
death, which was two years after he was first called to 
her. At that time she was so idiotic as to be incapable 
of feeding herself. 

On his first introduction to the patient, he found her 
in a very violent and prolonged convulsion. Her par- 
ents requested him to give her ether, saying that they 
had relinquished hope of her recovery, and only wished 
to reduce the violence of the spasms. He leam§d that 
his professional predecessors in this case had used ether 
on several occasions, and the mother was of the opinion 
that nothing else answered as well. He accordingly 
gave it, and continued to do so, from time to time, for 
two years afterwards, in sufficient doses to quiet the pa- 
tient. But the last time, she died before she had inhaled 
a sufficient amount to stop the contortion. 

Dr. Storer remarked that there was one fact connected 
with the history of the introduction of anaesthesia, the 
existence of which had not been sufficiently appreciated, 
even if known. It was that, while the conception of 
ether as an anaesthetic clearly belonged to Jackson, and 
its introduction to Morton, the process itself would 
have been strangled in its infancy at the Massachusetts 
General Hospital, had it not been for the courage and 
persistency of Dr. Henry J. Bigelow, to whom, there- 
fore, much credit should be given. 

[The details of this fact are stated in an editorial in this Journal for No- 
vember, 1869.] 

The effect of chloroform in relieving insomnia, whether 
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in its character, or reflex, or attending mania, 
>een adverted to, attention was called to the em- 
it of 

D OF POTASSIUM IN REFLEX CEBEBBAL IRRITA- 
BILITY. 

iTamer had long employied the drug, of late in 

increased doses. He was not inclined to at- 

x> it all the beneficial effects that were so gener- 

med. He thought it practically inert in doses 

han forty or sixty grains. 

lake stated that this was the conclusion which 

a arrived at, after large experience, at the City 

I. 

torer had for several years employed it very ex- 

f in practice, and had repeatedly tested it upon 

when suffering from insomnia, almost never pre- 

or taking less than from a drachm to a drachm 
ilf at a dose. Of late he had been ordering, at 
^estion of one of the members of the Society, 
livan of Maiden, a good deal of the French 
f Codeia, prepared with beet sugar, and he con- 
it as perhaps the most reliable, as well as most 
B, hypnotic within his knowledge. Much had 
Id, especially by the medical officers of insane 
, concerning the mental irritability induced by 
onged use of the bromide, just as laryngosco- 
)ught that they had found it to cause more or 
rked ansesthesia or paralysis of the walls of the 

As for its use in the treatment of epilepsy, he 
eatedly seen cases where the disease was for a 
^cked or slightly modified, never one in which it 
a cured.* 

)ri Amory, in his admirable essay upon the Physiological Action of the Bromides 
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Dn Storer referred to the disastrous consequences, 
mental and otherwise, attending the prolonged use of 
chloroform for the relief of insomnia. 

Dr. Warner believed that mental irritability was often 
occasioned by the employment of the bromide. He was, 
however, inclined to explain it by the fact that this 
salt of potassium was very constantly, though perhaps 
more frequently formerly than now, adulterated by the 
iodide, in consequence of its lower price.* 

Dr. Blake reported several cases of 



APPARENT SYMPATHETIC DISTUKBANCBS LIKE THOSE 
OF PEEGNANC 
IN HUSBANDS, 



OP PREGNANCY AND THE PAINS OP IJARTURTTION, 



during their wives' continuance in the conditions referred 
to; and he desired to know whether other gentlemen had 
observed similar phenomena, and whether their explana- 
tion upon the ground of sympathy was the correct one. 

Dr. Bixby and Dr. Page had each observed similar 
cases. 

Dr. Storer thought that certain of the conditions re- 
ferred to were explainable, not upon the ground of any 
mysterious sympathy, even in men of a peculiarly ner- 
vous organization, but by the fact of an unaccustomed 
abstinence from occasional coitus, out of regard for the 
condition of the wife. While it was undoubtedly true 
that many men paid no regard whatever to any invalid- 
ism, from pregnancy or otherwise, that might exist on 
the woman's part, there were others more considerate, — 

of PotMBinm and Ammoniom, has arrived at the same oonoIosiooB. *' Bromide of Potae* 
Nam/' he says, " though the most certain of all remedies to rednoe the number of epilep- 
tiform oonynlsions in certain cases, never prodaces a permanent relief. As soon as the 
remedy is disoontinaed, the convulsions recur, and in the same manner as before." Pobli- 
eadons of the Massachusetts Medical Society, 1869, Vol. lU., No. 1, p. 67. 
* On this point also see Amory, loo. oitat, p. 41. 
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and another gentleman, Dr. Napheys, of Philadelp 
in a work just passing through the press, and in 
main deserving of praise,* seems to offer the oph 
that moderation in sexual matters is impossible, and 
wives should not only submit to, but encourage, 
most bestial lust. There could be no doubt that the 
complete intercourse now so much the fashion in 
community was alike subversive of the health 
morals of both husbands and wives. 

Dr. Warner related cases illustrative of the theraj 
tic value of properly completed coitus to invalid woe 
upon returning to it after a long period of abstinem 

Dr. Page remarked that the influence of conjugal 
dulgence upon the health of women was shown by 
longevity of the married, as compared with those 
were not. 

The President, Dr. Lewis, alluded to the practical 
portance of the subject now discussed, and had no d< 
that its being thus directly brought to the attentioi 
the profession would be attended with great benef 
the health of the community. 

Adjourned. 



TWKMTIBTU BBOULAB MEETINO, OCT. 19, 1809. 

The twentieth regular meeting of the Society 
held at Hotel Pelham, on the evening of Oct. 1 
at 7 J o'clock; Dr. Sullivan, in the absence of 
Pi-esident, occupying the chair. Present, Drs. Sulli 
Dutton, Bixby, and Storer, and, by invitation, Drs. It 
Hodgdon, of Arlington, and B. S. Codman and I 
Coit, of Boston. 

The Secretary announced the death of Dr. J. C 

• Tho Pbjsioal Life of Woman. Ooorge Maclean, Philadelphiai 1869. 
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idge, of Athol, Mass., a Corresponding Member of the 
Society, and bore testimony from personal knowledge 
of it, to Dr. Coolidge's great interest in gynaBcological 
science, and the persistent and faithful manner in which 
he had applied his knowledge to practice. He also 
read a letter from Prof. Carl Hennig, of Leipsic, ac- 
knowledging his certificate of election as Corresponding 
Member, and enclosing advanced copies of the plates of 
a new work, now in press, upon the Anatomy and 
Pathology of the Human Breast. A photograph of 
Prof. Hennig, added to the Society's collection, was ex- 
hibited, and the donation from Dr. Dowell, of the num- 
ber of the ^ Gblveston Medical Journal '' which was re- 
quired to complete the Society's set, was announced. 
It was mentioned that Dr. Dowell had kindly offered 
to have the volumes bound for the Society at his own 
expense; but the Secretary had replied that the Society, 
while appreciating the courtesy, was glad to itself pro- 
vide for the binding of all accessions to its library. 

Dr. Bixby reported in behalf of Dr. W. S. Brown, of 
Stoneham, a 

FATAL CASE OF VOMTTINa DURINa PREGNAKCY. 

So far as Dr. Brown could learn, the instances of 
death from persistent vomiting, in the early months of 
gestation, and dependent on that state, are exceedingly 
rare. Prof. Burns, in his " Principles of Midwifery,'' 
states that he has never known death to result from 
vomiting dependent upon pregnancy alone. In the 
large lying-in hospital of Vienna, Dr. Bixby says that 
cases of this kind are so rare that a student may attend 
for years without seeing one. The following case may 
therefore prove of interest. 

Mrs. R-- — P , residing in Massachusetts, twenty- 
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six years of age, had been married thirteen months. In 
February, 1869, about five months after her marriage, 
she miscarried of a two months' foetus, and never 
entirely recovered from this sickness. Sometime in the 
following June, she again became pregnant; she was able 
to go about, but was not in good health. About the mid- 
dle of September, vomiting set in, and continued with 
brief intermissions till her death, four weeks after. 

Dr. Brown saw her for the first time on the eleventh of 
October, four days before she died. During her sick- 
ness in February, and in the early part of her last 
illness, she was attended by a resident homoeopathic prac- 
titioner. Dr. B.'s prognosis from the first was mifavor- 
able. The usual remedies — ice, hydrocyanic acid, 
kreosote, etc. — had all been tried with but temporary 
benefit. He proposed a consultation with Dr. H. !R. 
Storer, with a special reference to the propriety of pro- 
ducing abortion as a last resort. Dr. Storer saw her on 
the thirteenth ; he thought more favorably of her chances 
for recovery, and the operation was not performed. 
Opium suppositories had been used for several days, — 
gr. ij. every six hours, — with apparent advantage. She 
complained of great thirst, which was best relieved by 
small doses of ice-water and brandy. Blisters and 
fomentations had also been freely employed. 

Labor pains set in about two o'clock on the morning of 
the fourteenth, and the foetus was expelled at seven A. m. 
Dr. B. removed the placenta, which was partially adher- 
ent, soon after J convulsions and coma supervened, and 
terminated the scene about nine o'clock A. m. 

One thing remarkable was the absence of emaciation. 
This was evident during life; but still more so at the 
autopsy. The unfavorable prognosis was founded on 
the rapidity and irregularity of the pulse, the excessive 
thirst, the color and peculiar appearance of the matters 

14 
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vomited, and the expression of the countenance, which 
betokened exhaustion. 

The relatives kindly acceded to a request for an 
autopsy, which was held thirty hours after death. The 
stomach was nearly empty, somewhat reddened, but not 
organically diseased. The uterus bore marks of inflam- 
mation, the mucous coat being dark-colored, almost 
black, and highly congested. A few slight shreds of 
the placenta remained attached to the fundus. The 
kidneys were of a bluish-black color, and quite friable. 
The urine was examined twice; several days before 
death, and at the autopsy. No albumen was detected 
in it on either occasion. 

The question occurs. What was the cause of death? 
It was not due to starvation, nor to Bright's disease, 
nor to any operation upon the womb. Exhaustion of 
nervous energy seems therefore the most probable 
answer. 

Dr. Bixby having called particular attention to the 
adherent character of the placenta, portions of which 
were removed by the attendant at the time of the mis- 
carriage, while other portions remained still attached to 
the uterus. Dr. Sullivan remarked that he had seen sev- 
eral very similar instances of 

PLACENTA ADHERENT AFTER AN ABORTION. 

His practice had been in these cases to leave the pla- 
centa in situ, desisting from efforts at extraction the 
moment the complication was discovered. In almost 
every instance the placenta was spontaneously detached 
in a few days and came away of itself. This was not, 
however, always the case, and if partially detached, 
there was almost sure to be fearful hemorrhage at the 
next menstrual period, requiring that the vagina should 
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be plugged. Where this had occurred, he had subse- 
quentJy dilated the os uteri by sponge tents and scraped 
off, or detached, the placental fragment by his finger- 
nail.. There was generally for some little time a more 
or less fetid discharge, and a prolonged condition of 
subinvolution. He would ask what was the best method 
of checking the hemorrhage, of preventing its recurrence, 
and of ensuring complete recovery. 

Dr. Bixby exhibited Braun's colpeurynter, and ex- 
plained its use as a tampon for hemorrhage. He thought 
it preferable to stuffing the vagina by rags, on the 
grounds that it was more quickly introduced and with- 
drawn, and that it was accompanied with less pain. 

Dr. Hodgdon thought that cotton rags, if skilfully 
employed, were not necessarily attended with as much 
pain as was supposed by many gentlemen. 

Dr. Storer considered that narrow and short strips of 
rag, used dry, and packed one beside the other, much 
as the foil employed by dentists in filling teeth, were 
preferable to every other form of vaginal tampon. The 
old method of employing a handkerchief, or the like, 
was attended by many dangers. It could not be closely 
adjusted to the vaginal cul-de-sac, and it Allowed, there- 
fore, the existence of concealed hemorrhage in that re- 
gion, with clots outside the cervix; and, moreover, from 
this cause it was much more likely to be itself dislodged, 
moistened, and expelled from the vagina. Packing the 
vagina for adherent placenta was justifiable after an 
abortion, where it would not be after a labor at the full 
term, in consequence of the very different size and dis- 
tcnsibility of the uterus at the two periods; in the one 
case a large collection of blood in the uterine cavity 
from concealed hemorrhage being possible, and in the 
other, not. As for the hypertrophy, induration, and 
subinvolution attending these cases subsequently, par- 
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tially the eflfect of non-occurrence of that interstitial 
change from fatty degeneration, etc.-, existing in the 
uterine walls after the normal completion of gestation, 
and partially from the endometritis so constantly follow- 
ing miscarriage, they were to be treated upon general 
principles, and if skilfully and patiently followed up, 
would be almost certain to yield. 

Dr. Dutton related an East Boston case under his 
observation, where, for sixteen months after a supposed 
intentional miscarriage, there was a frequent 

DISOHABGB OP FCETAL BONES FROM THE UTEBINE 

CAVITT. 

He thought that this might be explained upon the 
supposition that the patient had been pregnant of twins. 

Dr. Storer remarked that in such cases, as in those 
where a pregnancy is supposed to be prolonged beyond 
the usual period, the retained foetus is very apt to be- 
come mummified, and is then discharged entire, perhaps 
at a period long subsequent to that at which it was 
expected. "Where the pregnancy, however, is extra- 
uterine, though the foetus may become encysted, and be 
carried indefinitely, there not imfrequently occurs a 
localized inflammatory action, in consequence, ofl^en- 
times, of some accidental injury ; lymph is effused, ad- 
herence to adjacent tissues takes place, the septum is 
thinned, and a fistulous opening takes place from ulcera- 
tion. Through this the foetal bones are from time to 
time discharged. This discharge might be into the 
bladder, vagina, or rectum, or through the abdominal 
integument, according to the site of the fistula. He 
had seen two or three cases of the latter character, and 
thought it perhaps the most frequent of all. His 
father had reported a very interesting case of discharge 
through the rectum. 
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Dr. Bixby reported an instance of 

SBPnO POISONrNTG FROM INOOCJLATION WITH THB 
MENSTRUAL FLUID. 

Mrs. N., who had been snffering from chronic endo- 
metritis, while dressing a piece of mutton, scratched the 
palmar surface of the extremity of the middle finger by 
a bit of bone. Supposing it a slight affair, she paid no 
attention to it but continued at her usual avocation. 
Two days later she had occasion to wash some clothing, 
soiled with her own menstrual fluid. The same even- 
ing the finger began to swell and to pain her severely, 
and she suffered all night from the pain, with occasional 
paroxysms of chills and fever. The patient, before the 
accident improving rapidly under local uterine treatment 
by Dr. Storer, now began to fail, with loss of appetite 
and general malaise. At the present date, three weeks 
after the accident, the finger presents the following 
appearance: it is at least a third larger than normal,* 
and is of a dark red, almost bluish appearance. Palpa- 
tion gave evidence of pain upon pressure, little heat, 
and no marked evidence of fluctuation or inflammation. 
The patient was ordered of the muriated tincture of iron, 
thirty drops after each meal; and for local treatment, 
R. Liniment, saponis comp. Si; fl. ext. belladonnad 
Tinct. lodini. aa. sj; glycerin» sss.m. 

A linen cloth, wet with the above, was wrapped 
around the finger, and then enveloped in a thick roll of 
cotton wool. Eight days later there was marked dimi- 
nution in the size of the finger, the redness had nearly 
disappeared, and the general health was better in all 
respects. There can be no doubt that this was a case of 
blood-poisoning, by the introduction of diseased or ab- 



Digitized by 



Google 



214 Proceedings of the Society. [April, 

normal blood-cells into the circulation, according to the 
laws of cellular pathology, as laid down by Virchow, 

Dr. Sullivan inquired if there was present any disease 
of either phalangeal bone in the case reported. He had 
himself had a somewhat similar one, where it became 
necessary to amputate the finger. 

Dr. Storer had before had instances of the kind now 
reported. In one of them, the patient, a washerwoman 
at the City Laundry, was so seriously poisoned by 
washing catamenial cloths that her life was endangered. 
The fact that the menstrual flux was so irritating was 
of importance with reference to another question; 
namely, 

THE INDUCTION OF SPURIOUS GONORBHCBA IN THE 
MALE BY MENSTRUAL COITUS. 

Before relinquishing general practice, he had fre- 
quently been consulted by gentlemen with a blenorrboea, 
who denied any intercourse away from home. A cer- 
tain proportion of these patients undoubtedly lied. He 
was for a long time inclined to think that they all did, 
but h%d seen reason, he thought, to change this opinion. 
He did not believe in the inoculation of gonorrhoea from 
unclean sheets, privy seats, etc., etc., and laughed at all 
such excuses, whether given by male or female. There 
could be no question, however, that the mense? of some 
women at all times, and of other women at certain times, 
as when suffering under febrile, catarrhal, and other 
affections, were subversive of the health of the male 
urethra, when introduced within the meatus. He was 
inclined to think this true of some leucorrhoeal and me- 
trorrhagia! discharges, unconnected with the catamenia. 
He had seen more than one case like the following: — 

Mrs , the mother of several children, aborted from 
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some over-exertion, about six weeks since. Her hus- 
band had intercourse with her within a week after, 
while there was still a profuse, sanious and foetid lochial 
discharge. Within a very short time he made his ap- 
pearance with what he supposed to be gonorrhoea, and 
much excited in mind at his wife's supposed infidelity. 
The probable cause of his trouble was explained to him; 
he acknowledged the indiscreet coitus, and under ap- 
propriate treatment was soon himself again, never how- 
ever to escape his wife's raillery for his unfounded sus- 
picion of herself. 
Dr. Storer read the history of the shower of 

VESICAL CALCULI, 

specimens of which were exhibited at the last meeting, 
in the name of Dr. Abbe, of New Bedford. 

The patient is about fifty-six, and has had complete 
prolapsus uteri for twenty years, and not until the ulcer- 
ation of the projecting tumor, the inconvenience from 
which became unbearable, did she seek any relief. She 
has never had any symptoms of stone in the bladder, 
except an occasional desire for frequent micturition. 
The uterus, and of course the bladder, which was pro- 
lapsed with it, was easily replaced, and retained in situ 
by a pessary, and soon aflier, in urinating, she had a 
shower of small stones, all of them easily escaping except 
the largest one exhibited, which became engaged in the 
urethra for several days, so that Dr. Abbe was obliged 
to dilate the external orifice to remove it. It was per- 
fectly spherical, and half an inch in diameter. She has 
had none of any consequence since. Some of the cal- 
culi were rounded, and others were provided witl\ artic- 
ular facets, it was evidently not a case of malingering. 

Dr. Storer also stated the progress of the case of 
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able Ovariotomy, the pedicles of which were treated 
acupressure, reported by himself at the meeting pre- 
ing the last. On the fourteenth day the patient 
)d upon her feet. **She has not had,'' writes Dr. 
be, *^one unpleasant symptom, and really has not 
n mote sick than women are in an ordinary confine- 
it." He concludes his letter with the statement that, 
ugh without ovaries, ^ she will soon be married.^ 
)r. Bixby reported a case of 

lOVERY FBOM HEFLEX AKOHYLOSIS OF THE SHOUL- 
DER-JOINT. 

fiss S., aged forty-four, native of Massachusetta, 
istruated at fourteen, and every three and a half 
ks since. In July, 1866, she consulted Dr. Dutton, 
;his city, for pain and stiflFness in the right shoulder- 
it. The doctor considered the case as probably 
of rheumatism, and prescribed the usual remedies, 
er some weeks of careful and persistent treatment, 
pain diminished considerably, but the stiffness con- 
ed. She was then sent by Dr. D. to Dr. Storer for 
ironic uterine trouble, which was found to be severe 
iflexion; the sound, being passed into the uterine 
ty and straightening the same, proved that a mass 
e felt anteriorly to the cervix was not a tumor, but 
body of the womb flexed upon itself. She was 
ted locally during three months, with marked bene- 
and left for the country. By the advice of Dr. 
•er she consulted, upon her return, the late Dr. 
>es, of the City Hospital, for the affection of the arm, 
ch, although considerably better than formerly, was 
from well. Dr. R. examined the joint, and pro- 
aced it a case of true anchylosis. It occurred to 
Storer, upon reflection, that the affection might be 
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a mere reflex effect of the uterine disease, and he invii 
Dr. Kopes to be present while he administered ether 
the patient, in order to notice the condition of 1 
shoulder in the absence of all voluntary or involunti 
muscular resistance. Once under the influence of 1 
ansBstheftic, much to the astonishment of Dr. Ropes, 1 
arm could be moved in any direction with perfect ea 
Thus convmced of the correctness of the diagnosis, 1 
uterine treatment was contmued. The arm improv 
in exact ratio with the amelioration of the uteri 
symptoms. 

On October 18th, 1869, the patient presented hers( 
after some months' residence in the country. She 1 
now an almost perfect use of her arm. The uterug 
smaller, softer, and more healthy than six months befo 
There is still slight anterior flexion of the superior thi 
of the uterus upon the remainder of it, with a gene 
version of the whole organ, so that the os uteri loo 
toward the hollow of the sacrum. The general heal 
has improved greatly, and she has diecided to put h< 
self again under treatment, with the expectation of bei 
eventually entirely cured. 

Dr. Sullivan remarked upon the striking similarity 
this case to those of the so-called hysterical knee, i 
ported by Sir Benjamin Brodie and others; in some 
which amputation was performed, only to find a supj 
.and healthy joint. It is not improbable that many 
the cases of that character are simply of reflex irril 
tion from the uterus, the existence of which is but t 
often unsuspected by the attendant. Ansesthesia is he 
of the greatest possible use in settling the diagnosis. 

Dr. Bixby reported a case of 

METBOBRHAGIA BELIEVED BY THE PBESSUBE OF SPON< 

TENTS. 
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Miss T., aged twenty-six, consulted Dr. Storer on 
Oct. 8th, for metrorrhagia. She first menstruated at 
fourteen, and had been regular ever since, with the ex- 
ception of a single instance of non-appearance of the 
menses, which occurred during an attack of what was sup- 
posed to be acute rheumatism. On August 20, twv weeks 
after the usual time, there was an attack of hemor- 
rhage, which continued uninterruptedly until the date 
above stated. Dilatation of the womb, by means of 
sponge-tents, was immediately undertaken, and after the 
use of three of them exploration of the entire uterine 
cavity failed to reveal any cause for the hemorrhage. 

On Oct. 25, the patient was up and about her usual avo- 
cations; the hemorrhage having ceased completely from 
the date of the use of the sponge-tents. The first idea that 
naturally suggested itself from the symptoms present was 
that a fragment of placenta had been retained after an 
abortion, although the patient was unmarried; but the 
most scrutinizing examination failed to elicit the least 
evidence in favor of the fact. The case was doubtless 
one of granular erosion, cured by the pressure of the 
sponge upon the mucous surface of the uterine cav- 
ity. 

Dr. Storer called the attention of the Society, in this 
connection, to a condition not unfrequently observed in 
young unmarried women, namely: — 



TRANSVERSE DILATATION OF THE OS UTERI, 

interesting in relation to the question of previous con- 
finement at full term, or miscarriage. He narrated sev- 
eral cases, in which this sign, considered by some writers 
decisive of a more or less completed pregnancy, had ex- 
isted to a marked extent, while the patient and the pa- 
tient's friends sedulously denied that there had ever been 
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the condition referred to. In these cases he had 
always found endometritis and usually subinvc 
He was accustomed to believe these symptoms c 
teristic of a previous labor or miscarriage, althoi 
would much prefer to think that they might be I 
suit of disease. He hardly knew of anything elsi 
ever, save the rapid expulsion of an uterine poly] 
of large clots in metrorrhagia, which could prodi 
condition observed, and in many cases there \ 
such history. 

Dr. Hodgdon would much sooner trust to tl 
dence of physical signs than to the verbal testim< 
patients. 

Dr. Dutton alluded to the extreme dijBSculty, in 
instances, of deciding upon the occurrence of r 
riage, even where the physician has an opportui 
examining the discharges. This is still more ai 
after some little time has passed. He reported 
now under his charge, where, after a study of i 
weeks, he was still in doubt. 

Dr. Storer referred to the discussion, had at a 
ous meeting of the Society, as to the value of th( 
ence of shreds of membrane in the vaginal disci 
or indeed of an entire cast of the uterus, as evid 
an abortion, resulting as these might from memb 
dysmenorrhoBa. 

Dr. Dutton related a case of 

ABNORMAL PERIODIOITT OP THE OATAMENI 

the return being not at the usual interval, but i 
' certain day of every month, — in this instance it 
upon the fourteenth. How was this peculiarity 
explained? 
Dr. Storer thought it the result of a mental 
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:pectation, in women^ often occasioned the physical re- 
t looked for or feared. On any other explanation, the 
jular return of the menses, say on March 14th, when 
jy had appeared upon the same day of January and 
bruary, would seem impossible. 
Dr. Bixby reported a case of 

BYIOAL ABRASION CUBED BY ABLATION OF THB 

HYMEN. 

tf iss M., aged twenty-five, consulted Dr. Storer in 
y, 1869, for general malaise, bearing-down pain, and 
Lstipation, with marked symptoms of hepatic and 
isequent dyspeptic derangement, which she attributed 
uterine disorder of some sort. She had menstruated 
thirteen, and ever since, with certain regularity as to 
e; but the discharge was always more or less scanty, 
on examination, the hymen was found to be intact, 

1 so extensive as to reduce the orifice of the vagina 
% size scarcely capable of allowing the entrance of 

extremity of a lead pencil. Under the existing con- 
ion, further examination was impossible without an 
esthetic: consequently the patient was sent to St 
zabeth's Hospital. 

)n June 1st, the patient having been etherized, the 
nen was incised by two lateral cuts with scissors. 
is accomplished, the finger passed into the vagina 
I detected avirgin cervix, slightly enlarged, but with 
ensive abrasion, ^o direct treatment was instituted, 

obstacle to the escape of uterine and vaginal secre- 
is having been removed, and in a short time the 
lent was discharged perfectly well. 
)r. Storer had seen other cases like that reported by 

Bixby, where the existence of partial or nearly en- 
\ occlusion of the vaginal outlet by the hymen, had 
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occasioned a pocket, filled much of the time by the cata- 
menial or a leucorrhoeal discharge, with which foul fluid 
the cervix was constantly kept in contact. Upon re- 
moving the obstruction which was the cause of this, any 
cervical disease would frequently disappear without the 
necessity of ftirther treatment. 
Adjourned. 



THE SUBGICAL TREATMENT OP HEMORRHOroS AND 
FISTULA IN ANO, WD'H THEIR RESULT.* 

Bt Hokatio B. Stobbb. 

{Bmd htf<yrt the Sodetn, March 1, 1870.] 

Ip it was more particularly intended by those having 
the matter in charge to elicit lengthy disquisitions from 

* The aboYO paper ia a " Rejected Addren." It has been oondeinned by Das. Jbffbiis, 
8b«., Rbtnolds, Scn., Townsbhd, J. B. S. Jackson, Putvam, M. Wtman, Bigblow, Jb., 
HoDGBs, and one other, ** the Boylston Medical Committee, appointed by the President 
and Fellows of Harrard Unirersity," to whom it had been snbmitted at the annual competi- 
tkm for the year 1869; " none of the dissertations presented being considered worthy of a 
prize." To this adjudgment, " unanimoos sare a single dissenting Toioe," as stated by Dr. 
Jeifiiee, the writer makes no objection, the paper having accomplished the ends for 
wliieh it was written, as will appear hereafter. Practitioners in other cities will 
be glad to learn the great snperiority of the Massaohosetts General Hospital oyer all others 
in the world for the treatment of hemorrhoids, as shown by a comparison with the opinions 
and practice of the surgeons who hare both it and the Boylston Committee in charge. It 
will be seen that the writer speaks of himself in the third person, and in no yery compliment- 
ary terms, for reasons that will be apparent enough, in the light of the subjoined letter of 
reolamation, sent to the Secretary of the Boylston Committee. 

" HonL PnjUM, Boston, 19th Nov., 1869. 

*'Pbaji Sib: — I sent to Dr. John Jeffries the other day to reclaim a dissertation upon 
hemorrhoids forwarded last spring from Pittsburg, Pa., to the Committee of which you are 
Secretary, and enclosed the express receipt therafor. As Dr. J. states that the MS. re- 
ferred to is in your hands, you will please delirer it to Dr. Warner, who will give you this. 
You may very likely have already appreciated that th|9 dissertation was written not so 
mneh for the sum offered by the eommittee as to ascertain, what is much more valuable, 

« 1. Whether hospital surgeons in Boston have a better knowledge of the diseases in 
question than their practice indieates. 

<' 2. Whether, as nnprejndioed members of a priie committee, they prefer mere oompilft* 
ttons to original researches. 
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unjf gentlemen just entering practice and with leisure 
translate from foreign languages, or to duress over 
)m their own, what has been hitherto written upon 
e subject selected, the committee need not trouble 
emselves to read farther the present communication, 
r it will not suit them. It merely narrates, with great 
evity, the personal experience of a very practical man, 
lo, for the nearly twenty years since he entered the 
ofession, has had, in his hospital wards and in private 
actice, good opportunities for knowing whereof he 
eaks. 

The Surgical Treatment of Hemorrhoids and Fistula 
Ano are similar in some respects, and to be con- 
lered together; in other respects very dissimilar, and 
quiring very different procedures. I shall therefore 
eak of them at first separately and afterwards in con- 
nction. To save time, for the little that I take is 
>len from other and perhaps more important duties, I 
all waive all preliminary remarks, — not even describ- 
5 the characteristics of either hemorrhoid or fistula, 
le members of the committee themselves need no edi- 
atiou upon these points, and the terms of the subject 
oposed distinctly confine us to treatment. It will be 

ticed, moreover, that I make few or no references to 

\ 

3. Wbethor adiraoooB initiated in a ooitain qnartor would be reoognixed as tnoh in 
lotty; and 

4. Whether the work of itrangers, or what pnrports to be laohy gets impartial jndg- 
it in fiostun. 

Those points hare plainly enough been settled bjthe action of the committee. In an- 
potion of their decision, a signature was appended indicatiyeof the position assumed b/ 
uembers. 

** *0 God I Horatto, what a wMiiki<d nam*, 
Thiofi sUndioff thus vaknvwii, shall 1It« behind ma I 

** * H AMLBT, Ad ▼. 8oaM n.* 

' The dissertation will now be published, with the statamont of the facts in the case, la 
Journal of the QjnsBOological Sooietj of Boston. 

"Tonrssincerelj, 

<«H.R.8. 
' To Dr. H. J. Bigelow, iSsercrory, He," 
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book authorities, — though Syme, Curling, Ashton, 
Bodenhamer, and many others are within my reach, for 
I am writing neither a historical treatise nor a compila- 
tion. 

Of the medical treatment of hemorrhoids I shall say 
nothing. An acute case hardly belongs to the surgeon; 
a chronic one not to the physician; for them ice and 
pepper, opium and galls, little avail, and the shortest 
shrift is the largest mercy. I speak with great respect 
of the palliative effect, even in these cases, of mercu- 
rials, by relieving portal congestion; but against this, 
cannot but place the many lingering deaths from pain 
and exhaustive discharge which have taken place, and 
still take place, for want of the surgeon's aid. Per- 
sonal experience as a sufferer has, moreover, given me 
the right to ignore medical treatment, from which I got 
only brief reprieves, and to value the knife, from which 
came the years of subsequent comfort. 

The surgical treatments of hemorrhoids generally pur- 
sued have grouped themselves according as these are 
external or internal; the main rule being ^Uo cut skin 
and to tie mucous membrane.'' Before doing either, 
however, it becomes necessary to distinguish epithelium 
from epidermis, where long exposure to external irri- 
tants has not rendered this impossible, and outgrowths 
or hypertrophies from simple prolapsus. The necessity 
of this is evident enough in some cases, as, for instance, 
anteriorly in women. . Here the recto-uterine reflexion 
of peritoneum, pouching downward to form Douglas' 
fossa, comes frequently to only an inch from the anus 
externally, easily enough cut into if the surgeon be 
thoughtless, just as has been done in the operation for 
excision of the cervix uteri. 

How to make such diagnosis as to avoid the chance 
of this, is a question apparently never yet asked or 
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answered. It is simply, however, to pass a sound and 
elevate the uterus posteriorly by throwing it forward, 
and then to evert the anus and lower rectum by digital 
pressure from within the vagina. (The second partof 
this procedure, beautiful in its simplicity and as eflFective 
in all the diagnostics of the rectum, has been claimed 
as original by Dr. H. E. Storer, of your city.* Putting 
aside the improbabilities of anything so important hav- 
ing been overlooked by the thousands of surgeons who 
have worked at the rectum, and the scores who have 
written upon it, I can only say that I have myself for 
several years employed the method referred to, and have 
demonstrated it both publicly and privately to numbers 
of medical men. The gentleman's course in claiming it 
as his own seems paralleled by that he pursued regard- 
ing what he calls ^^ pocketing the ovarian pedicle,^' which 
Dr. Kimball, of Lowell, calls an old method, a useless 
method, and one that he himself had previously tried 
and cast aside.f I hope the committee will pardon 
what is not intended as a personality, but only an hon- 
est outburst of indignation, under the circumstances 
allowable.) 

The ordinary motive for seeking to distinguish skin 
from mucous membrane in operating for hemorrhoids 
has been to avoid uncontrollable hemorrhage from the 
latter, which has often been fatal. An external hemor- 
rhoid, sliced off by clean incision, is, if vascular, amena- 
ble to any treatment, whether by styptic, congelation, 
caustic, or hot iron; whereas, if an internal hemorrhoid 
is thus divided, its stalk is apt to retract above the 
sphincter ani, in these cases often abnormally contrac- 

• Amerioan Journal of Obstetrics, New Tork, May, 1868, p. 71. Ab regards the abofv 
and similar passages, my readers will bear in mind the oironmstanoes under which, and the 
purposes for which, the monograph was written. 

t Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, September, 1868. An elbotaal answer to Dr. 
Kimball's allegationi will be found in this Journal for September, 1869, p. 147. 
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tile, and an enormous eflFusion of blood might easily 
occur into the rectal cavity, and there remain concealed, 
just as within the relaxed puerperal uterus, till evi- 
denced by the chill faints and sudation of approaching 
dissolution. 

In removing external hemorrhoids, however, as in re- 
moving internal hemorrhoids, there have been many 
methods advised, and practised, — chiefly the follow- 
ing:— 

1. The knife, or better the scissors; for the contused 
wound of the latter is a little less likely to bleed and 
nearly as likely to firmly heal, 

2. These, followed by styptics, caustics, or the hot 
iron. 

3. The same, preceded by ligature; and this either, 
a. thrown lightly around the mass to be removed 

and then tied firmly; or, 

h. doubled, the mass being transfixed. 

4. The ligature alone; 

a. of either the above varieties, and allowed to slough 
off when it gets ready; or, 

h. tightened by a knot-tier or screw attachment. 

6. Solid caustics, ordinarily alkaline: 

a. superficially applied, as to a corn; 

h. endermically, like the arrows of chloride of zinc 
to a cancerous breast; or, 

c. by capsulating the pile by a metallic ring, so as to 
protect the surrounding integument, and then applymg 
the caustic, whether Vienna paste, Canquoin, or what 
not, to the surface presenting above the ring. 

6. Caustic and strangulation combined; by grooved 
clamps containing fused escharotics, and worked by a 
spring or screw. 

7. Liquid caustics, ordinarily acid; inducing com- 

15 
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ion from the ensuing cicatrix, rather than a com- 

destriiction of tissue. 

The actual cautery; acting both by compression 

the cicatrix, and by destruction. 

The galvanic cautery; with similar indications. 

The unarmed clamp, producing a slough by bilat- 
iompression. 

The ecraseur. 
ter testing nearly every one of the above methods 
'actice for external hemorrhoids, I have come to 
rally employ the first or the last, — as each case 
require. If the piles are large, and complicated 
more or less prolapse of mucous membrane, I pre- 
tie ecraseur; recognizing its tendency to do too 
, and allowing therefor, — that is to say, leaving 
jh excess of tissue to counterbalance subsequent 
ble tendency to over-contraction. If the piles are 
, what better than scissors, provided only they are 
ically used? I don't fancy ligatures, thinking that 
may, in one or another of the ways that have so 

been pointed out, tend to predispose to, or assist 
ducing purulent absorption or septicsBmia. I do 
ly this on theoretical grounds alone, for I employed 
ires for years, and in a good many cases, and am 
led that I have done better since disusing them, 
hemorrhage follow excision of an external hemor- 
, it can usually be checked, without difficulty, by 

one of the measures indicated a little way back. 
3 patient be a ^^ bleeder," by idiosyncrasy or inher- 
3, he is to be treated like an infant with mnbilieal 
rrhage; if necessary, by the deep pin and figure 
;ht ligature. 

t is it always necessary to remove external hemor- 
8? Will not puncture suffice? I say, no. The 

from this is generally but temporary, even where 
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firm coagula, like phlebolites, are discharged. It is 
better to make a sure thing of it. In these days of anses- 
thetics, the choice of methods does not rest with the 
patient, and the surgeon can as readily excise for per- 
manent cure, as puncture for the occasion alone. 

So far for hemorrhoids external. For those internal, 
different measures are indicated. 

All surgeons have united iii condemning the knife, 
so many lives have been lost by hemorrhage, and so 
many others endangered. One cannot well plug, as in 
vaginal or uterine hemorrhage, from the difficulty of 
exerting counterpressure; and then, in addition, if the 
sphincter ani be very contractile, as it is very apt to be 
when not wanted to be, effused blood is retained within 
the gut, and gives no evidence of its presence, save by 
the effect of its loss upon the general system. 

Scissors, upon internal hemorrhoids, though a little 
safer than the knife, are very properly judged to be, 
above the sphincter, for all practical pui-poses, nearly as 
dangerous. 

Cauterants, of whatever kind, have had their advo- 
cates, nitric acid especially, and particularly in London, 
or among London students and hospital dressers, set- 
tled elsewhere in practice; but they are all applied with 
difficulty. It is almost impossible to confine the action 
of any of these to the limited points desired, and to 
avoid injuring the surrounding portion of the intestinal 
coats, whence ugly adhesions and strictures. 

Similar objections are applicable, to a slighter, but 
still to a great extent, to the employment of the ecra- 
seur and the galvanic cautery. Even when possible to 
apply, which is by no means always the case, the work is 
done in the dark. In the instance of the ecraseur, sec- 
ondary hemorrhage might occur on the one hand, and 
on the other if an excess of tissue were primarily gath- 
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arily dragged in by the instrument, 
etion might result. In the instance 
ire, adjacent and unoflFending tissues 
shance of being burned, 
ofession have settled with great una- 
5e of the ligature, in one or other of 
These having mostly been enumer- 
ig of« external hemorrhoids, I shall 
[n addition to those there mentioned, 
y others: among which, ligating by 
at the everted anus, very much as in 
lole, and stitching submucously by a 
lie around the mass to be removed, 
iig the track of an artery, or the ves- 
ir in ordinary varix. 
ring internal hemorrhoids, it becomes 
t them, and this is often no trifling 
!ult matter sometimes to replace an 
I that has slipped below the sphinc- 
J strangulated in its grasp. It is a 
; to get one down within reach, that 
has usually been done in such cases? 
as been made to sit upon his crock- 
^rcibly thereon. 
I placed crouching for hours over 

icd up in the lithotomy posture, poor 
relented. 

Irenched infernally. 
3edures, the hemorrhoids have often 
hey have not. "When they do, the 
I opportunity, perhaps during a stool, 
[f he misses, the contact of the in- 
)ugh produces reflex contraction of 
I piles are in a moment out of sight 
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again, and the disgusting task must be repeated; 
or 

5. The hemorrhoids have been groped for within the 
sphincter by forceps, barbarously. 

6. They have been searched for with tenacula, worse. 

7. Arrows or anchors of lint, ligated near their ex- 
tremity, have been passed up, the barbs or flukes of 
which expand on being withdrawn, and so drag the 
piles down. 

If the tmnors are single, it is often hard work for the 
surgeon, and painful enough work for the patient, to get 
them down by any of the above methods. If they are 
multiple, it is even less easy. 

But when down, and caught, how hold them till tied, 
for hooks and forceps are prone to slip or tear out? 
Best by transfixion with needle and thread. 

What next? 

Some surgeons puncture before ligating, some after 
ligating, and some not at all. 

Some ligate circumferentially, some transfix and tie 
halving or quartering, and some " dissect ofi* the cap- 
sule," or try to; and then tie, with a view " to enucle- 
ate;'' a procedure much more easily described than 
accomplished, for the connection of tissues is here inti- 
mate, and the free bleeding tends to obscure dissection. 

But after tying, what? 

Some replace, and await the slough, consoling the 
patient meanwhile by general or local narcotization. 
Some, as has been said, puncture, partly to reduce the 
masses in size, partly to relieve pain, and partly to 
hasten disintegration and local death, at times with the 
eflFect, by septicaemia, of inducing general death; and 
some, recognizing or not recognizing the dangers at- 
tending strangulation of tissue, and retention of such 
matevies nuyi^hi in contact with absorbents, make a poor 
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compromise, and excise over the ligature, with more or 
less primary hemorrhage anyhow, and the necessity of 
carefully removing all clots from within the anus, with 
the possibility of the ligature slipping during the opera- 
tion, or getting cut, and the bleeding thus being in- 
creased, and the risk of its subsequently getting loose, 
with a concealed escape of blood, or of ulceration cut- 
ting into a vessel during the progress of its detachment 
by slough. 

I^ow, I do not wish to seem wanting in courtesy to 
those who have preceded me, from Hippocrates down; 
nor to those of the present day, who employ these time- 
honored methods. For such surgeons, past, present, 
and to come, I have the most profound respect. It is 
not my intention to criticise the procedures of others, 
but merely to state my own method of operating; why 
I do as I do, and why I don't do what I avoid. 

As to the methods thus far described, I have tried 
them almost without exception, and carefully, some of 
them a great many times, and I don't fancy any of 
them. I object to ligatures that they are unscientific; 
but then, as I have said, I don't intend to discuss the 
theory of the matter; and that they are in practice 
unsatisfactory, tending to endanger septicaBmia, indeed 
often doing so. The fact that they are still employed 
by many first-rate surgeons is no argument to the 
contrary, any more than is the fact that some gentlemen 
never resect a joint, an argument against its occasional 
or frequent advantage. 

What, then, would I do, — deny operating for internal 
hemorrhoids? By no manner of means. I hold, on 
the contrary, that alike for pain, for exhaustion, from 
discharge, and for nervous irritation and fret, so 
excessive in rectal cases, the surgeon should hasten, 
not be dragged, to the relief of these cases; and that if, 
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like myself, he has suffered in person, he will gladly 
respond to the call that is made upon him. 

Would I, then, discarding all the make-shifts by 
which the skill of centuries has sought to bridge the 
chasm between the dangers of excision above . the 
sphincter, and the dangers of let-alone, return to the 
knife, or to the scissors? I plainly would. I have done 
so, and do so still, and without incurring an increase 
of danger. 

How is this possible? Very simply: — 

The lion in the way of a rational practice has been 
the sphincter ani. Anywhere upon the external surface 
of the body, the surgeon does not hesitate to remove 
outgrowths by clean incision, knowing that he can 
easily stanch hemorrhage; if arterial, by pressure, by 
torsion, or by the actual cautery; if venous, still more 
readily. So true is this, that even nsBvi of size are 
becoming less and less treated by the ligature. In 
aflfections of the mucous outlets, hitherto within reach, 
the surgeon does not hesitate to practise excision; not 
fearing fatal hemorrhage, from removal of the tonsils, or 
of outgrowths about the larynx, within the urethral 
meatus, the vagina, or the uterus. The knife or the 
scissors have taken precedence, even of the ecraseur.* 
The canals referred to, like the surface of the body, are 
within sight and within control; but the sphincter ani, 
irritable, contractile, repellent, has been a barred gate 
to the surgeon. He has for ages tried, in one or another 
way, to go around it, or to coax it open; when all that 
was necessary to do has been to break it down. 

^KTot to divide the sphincter by direct or by subcu- 
taneous incision (the first of these, very bloody, and 
the second a very nice way to inoculate with septicaB- 

* Of this instmment I speak Tory respeotfollj, for till of late I have often used it apon 
tbe rectum. • 



L 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



1870.] Of Hemorrhoids and Fistula. 

2. Its culture is rendered as practicable as its expl 
tion. 

a. Internal hemorrhoids are thus readily seized. 

h. If missed, they do not retreat; and more impor 
than these points, 

c. The surgeon knows just how much he has to 
which before was impossible; he does not blindly gr 
and cut wholly irrespective of the amount of mat( 
and the garment which is required; but he can n 
that calculation of extent of tissue to be removed, 
the points wherefrom, which in every plastic opera 
upon every other portion of the body would be < 
sidered of the very first importance. Much has hith 
been written upon the risk of producing undue ret 
tion of the anus, from contraction, by operating wi 
its margin. This can hardly occur if proper care 
taken, one point in which is, in removing outgrow 
to take away not quite as much tissue as would s 
indicated, and thus to allow for contingencies, 
superfluity persist, not subsequently sloughing awa; 
removed by absorption, it is but a little thing to ope 
again. A patient who has once found out, experim 
ally, what a bugbear is an operation for hemorrhc 
and how trifling its annoyance, performed under an; 
thetics, compared with the previous suflfering that 
almost always been endured, will not be likely to ob 
to any supplementary repetition that the surgeon ] 
find it necessary to advise. 

d. Upon excision, hemorrhage, even if excessive, 
be readily restrained. If the divided vessels are sn 
and scissors be employed, it checks, upon a little &i 
sure to the air. If not, short pressure by a bit of 
will ordinarily suffice; it being recollected that tho 
the bleeding should subsequently start again, it 
quickly manifest itself externally, just as in tjie vag 
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sive action of the sphincter having been, by 
3, annulled. In case an artery be of size, it 
y be closed by torsion, just as elsewhere; or 
ough to require it, by acupressure, there being 
bjection to temporarily thrusting the pin into 
wall or adjacent cellular tissue than there is 
f the hypodermic syringe-point at any part of 
It is seldom, however, that such measures 
uired. By using within the patulous rectum 
g or ordinary bivalve vaginal speculum, the 
)e sponged, studied, and treated in situ, with- 
f to drag them from their place, and the sur- 
>ared the anxiety of pushing them back to a 
nown, as he has hitherto been necessitated to 
ter by what method he operated. 
Id it be thought advisable, precautions against 
3e of bleeding can be taken much more thor- 
d satisfactorily than can otherwise be done, 
f lint, conveying persulphate of iron or other 
ly readily be applied to the exact points at 
' may seem needed j or these may be touched 
Lial cautery, a Bunsen's burner for the appli- 
which adds so little incumbrance to the kit 
^eon. 

Id coagula have collected during the opera- 
3an be entirely removed without in any way 
iditional disturbance. Under other circum- 
jy have either to be scooped out by the finger, 
: of detaching ligatures, or dislodged by ene- 
mthartic, — at this time to be deprecated, — or 
the rectum, there to decompose and increase 
f putrefactive absorption and toxaemia. The 
3, by many operators, been directed to make 
3flfort8 for their discharge, which indeed are 
ttaneously set up, as tenesmus, by the irritat- 
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ing presence of the clots themselves. Fortunate for all 
concerned if the ligatures were not voided with the 
coagula, or prolapse ocdasioned, endangering strangu- 
lation of the oedematous hemorrhoidal stump. By the 
new process, all these probabilities are escaped. 

g. What has been said of the immediate, applies also 
to the subsequent, treatment. Inspection of the parts 
daily, or as frequently as need be, without causing a 
great deal of irritation, becomes possible. They can be 
kept in a much more cleanly condition than has been 
usual, and thereby the wound be put in a more favora- 
ble condition to heal. 

h. The rapidity of convalescence is heightened by 
the absence of ligatures, which are in themselves al- 
ways a source of more or less local irritation, predispos- 
ing to, if not necessitating, suppurative action; which, 
so far from being an essential of progress, is so often 
the direct cause of death by septicsBmia, — or, if one 
prefer to discard this theory, and to take the other 
horn of the dilemma, of death by embolism; while, 
moreover, 

i. The restless and irregular contractions of the 
sphincter ani, previously irritable and now additionally 
irritated, being prevented, the parts are at rest for a 
time, and nature can proceed, uninterrupted, to her per- 
fect work, and efface the surgeon's ravage. 

And here let it not be supposed that all these advan- 
tages are counterbalanced by any persistent relaxation, 
or atony of the sphincter ani. Even immediately after 
the operation, there is no more of this than after the 
ordinary section for anal fistula; and every surgeon 
knows that in such cases, except the patient have tenes- 
mus or excessive peristaltic action of the upper intes- 
tine from diarrhoea, the fibres of the sphincter secundum 
or tertium exert sufficient control to prevent an invol- 
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aiy stool. In the present instance, the integrity of 
superjacent tissues being unaffected, there are not 
sent the risks sometimes attending instrumental 
sion of the sphincter, so pathetically pictured by 
iry Smith and otherwise sensible writers; but a few 
s elapse before the ruptured fibres reunite, and the 
incter itself is, for every one of its pui'poses, just as 
d as when it was new. I have ruptured the muscle 
eat many tipaes, and for many purposes, — for this is 
lo means its only indication, — sometimes more than 
3 in the same patient, and have never seen any 
nanent incontinence result. 

\ might be thought that having attained thus far, the 
t of our resources in the treatment of hemorrhoids 
t be reached. Such, however, is not the case. Sur- 
J procedures, like the details of all inventive art, are 
aded only by the amount of inductive reasoning 
owed upon them. Having obtained a readier pre- 
nary control of the parts, overcome or annulled the 
8 of hemorrhage, primary and secondary, prevented 
class of obstacles to convalescence, lessened another, 
done away with the necessity of a third, we are able, 
idition to all this, to do what has till now seemed 
[)ssible with mternal hemorrhoids; and that is, to 
e the wounds of their removal, without granulation 
without pus. To close a wound by the first inten- 
is undoubtedly a great cardinal principle of surgery, 
)ite what many surgeons, especially at hospitals, 
hold to the contrary. It is here possible, 
have shown that the clean incision may be employed 
the removal of internal hemorrhoids (the first ele- 
t towards immediate union), that the wound may 
cept free from coagula (the second element), and 
ligatures are unnecessary, even for large vessels 
I third). But one other remains, and that is, to 
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properly suture the lips of the wound; which, after the 
sphincter is ruptured, becomes possible, no matter how 
high within the rectum it may be. It is not so difficult 
as the operation for vesico-vaginal fistula, which is now 
but a bagatelle; the only essentials, in either case, being 
denuded surfaces, fair apposition thereof, good light, and 
a perfectly unirritating substance for the suture, as a 
small flexible wire, just fitting and filling the track of the 
needle which introduces it. 

I should neglect important ground did I fail to say a 
word of the cases, not uncommon, where the existence 
of hemorrhoids is complicated with a greater or less 
relaxation and prolapse of the superjacent or surround- 
ing rectal mucous membrane. 

"When this state of things obtains, we are apt to find 
a tendency, if the sphincter ani be active, to strangula- 
tion ; an occurrence which at times takes place with a 
largely conjested and pendulotis intiernal pile, even if 
no procidentia recti is also present. To avoid repeti- 
tion, I have deferred consideration of the latter case 
until the present moment. If the tumor is but slight, 
and not long down, its reduction is ordinarily easy 
enough, and even if very large and greatly congested, 
it but seldom fails to yield to properly conducted and 
patient taxis, the operator bearing in mind that with 
descent there is probably present more or less invagi- 
nation of the intestinal coats, and that what came down 
last should go up first. 

In the obstinate irreducible cases that sometimes 
occur, surgeons have generally passed a probe-pointed 
bistoury and cut through the sphincter ani; thus releas- 
ing the arrested pouch. This operation was far prefer- 
able to allowing a slough. It permitted, however, the 
dangers from external division of the sphincter, to which 
I have already referred. Preferable to this, decidedly 
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so as I have found in practice, is it to insinuate two 
fingers, and then the thumbs instead, and to rupture. 
If the forefingers are relied upon, as more easily intro- 
duced, one must be careful for personal comfort in what 
direction the pressure is made. I thus once induced a 
partial lateral dislocation of my own finger, the use of 
which I did not fully recover for many months. 

To prevent strangulation where a tendency to pro- 
lapse is present, or to relieve from the constantly 
annoying mechanical symptoms, there are but few 
efficient indications; none indeed that are always suc- 
cessful. What I have said of the medical treatment of 
hemorrhoids, especially in cases of recent standing, is 
here equally applicable. Existing sources of irritation, 
of whatever nature, whether ascarides, an outgrowth, 
or a chancre, are to be removed, and everything of an 
exacerbating character prevented; descent of the gut 
during a stool, for instance; but how? Solidity of the 
fflBces is of course to be avoided, attended as this so oft^n 
is by inertia of the gut and consequent hard straining; 
but then, producing a more soluble condition, whether 
by laxative or enema, induces also relaxation of the 
sphincter, and a quicker and greater descent of the in- 
testine. To remedy this evil there seems but one feasi- 
ble method, or at least this has been my experience; 
wearing an ad interim pessary but distends the gut and 
increases its refractoriness, while to try for a dejection 
through a tube within the anus is a feat often ordered 
by surgeons, but seldom accomplished. Instead of 
these, I make my patients employ a broad perineal 
strap, perforated by a small fenestra and sheathed by 
oiled silk, which is worn during dejection, and permits 
a very fair amount of expulsive effort, should this be 
required, while yet keeping the intestine where it be- 
longs. 
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As for a radical cure. It will be recollected that I 
am not writing of prolapsus ani, save as it may compli- 
cate a case of hemorrhoids, and so I omit much con- 
cerning it, to which I have been led by experience, and 
am accustomed to attach practical value. Placeboes, 
where the patient's condition is such that something 
positive is needed, I don't believe in; and many of the 
measures proposed and practised by surgeons for the 
relief of anal prolapsus are just such. They answer 
very well for acute cases, where, as the severity of in- 
flammation abates and CBdema, etc., subside, the parts 
return veiy much of their own accord to the normal 
condition; but in many chronic cases, especially if at- 
tended by an exhausting discharge, they don't do at 
all. 

I have tried cauterization, by the milder caustics, but 
with little effect; by nitric acid and the hot iron, finding 
them painful and tedious; and whether with a view to 
contraction of superficial tissue, or to .stimulation to a 
healthier condition of those underlying, or to exciting 
the sphincter ani to a more eflSicient support, I have 
found them inferior to more emphatic measures, which, 
under anaesthesia, produce more decidedly the desired 
effect quickly, safely, and without suffering. 

I am no more favorably impressed, also, after a fair 
trial, by the practice of cutting away radiating folds of 
integument from around the anus. This, to be sure, 
diminishes the circumference of the tumor, and at the 
same time, perhaps, induces a little more elasticity in, 
and support for, the subjacent tissues, but not always to 
any really advantageous extent. 

I do not believe in complete excision of the mass at 
one fell swoop, whether by ecraseur or the knife; for, 
however admissible in such cases of malignant disease 
as permit no careful dissection to be done, it is here un- 
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icessary, and at the same time would be almost sm^e to 
'oduce a sad degree of subsequent anal contraction, 
he risk of hemorrhage, as may be judged by my re- 
arks upon internal hemorrhoids, would not annoy me; 
lat of opening the peritoneal cavity anteriorly, in the 
Lse of a woman, as I have already pointed out, would, 
o undertake to remove prolapsed tissue of any size by 
mature would be a proceeding of which my opinion 
ay be judged by what I have already said. If liga- 
ire en detail is bad, ligature en masse is worse. My 
Nn custom is to rupture the sphincter, and thus gain- ' 
[g a better understanding of my ground, to remove 
ich portions of tissue, not superficial but deep, from 
irious parts of the circumference, as may seem required 
•r the purpose. A few judiciously placed sutures per- 
ct the operation and hasten the convalescence. 
After such operations as those now described, whether 
>r hemorrhoids simple or hemorrhoids complicated, 
m we encourage a patient against a return of the dis- 
ise? I think we are safe in doing so, provided we 
ive recognized, and now guard against, the exciting 
luse or causes in each individual case. Ordinarily, 
;tention to the good old doctrine that it is well, while 
aring the Lord, to keep the bowels open, guarding 
gainst a feculent overflux, and hepatic congestion, will 
iffice ; but even should subsequent operative proced- 
'es ever again become necessary, the case is only the 
ime as with a broken limb, which it is advisable to set, 
^en though in the doctrine of chances it may possibly 
'eak again afterwards, in a difierent place. 
One word more, and I pass to the other class of 
seases that we have to consider. Should hemorrhoids 
3 operated upon in phthisis, or other forms of scrdfula, 
• in apoplectic cases? After a good deal of thought 
id considerable observation, I am inclined to take 
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pretty decidedly the aflGirmative view. In the one class 
the disease acts as an additional drain upon an already 
cachectic system, and not as a healthful counter-irritant. 
In the other class, if a safety valve be required, as 
efficient a one, and much less annoying, can be put in 
the arm or the thigh by an issue, and if the physician 
thinks it his duty to starve the patient of a certain 
amount of the nutriment he could otherwise assimilate, 
it were better to curtail the in-go by a stricter diet, than 
increase the out-go by encouraging or permitting a 
hemorrhoidal flux. These remarks are also pertinent 
to the affection to which we pass, anal fistula.* Calling 
attention to this fact now, it will be unnecessary for me 
again to refer to it. 

To the Surgical Treatment of Fistula in Ano, whether 
it can be effectually cured, and if so, whether this is 
always desirable, there have attached as much bitter 
diversity of opinion and as much mystery as to the 
Surgical Treatment of Hemorrhoids. They are each 
of them, in themselves, very trifling operations, easily 
and quickly performed, and yet there are very few 
operations attempted of more importance so far as 
affecting health, comfort, and life; for a lingeiing death 
by slow worry and torture is not of less account than a 
quick one by fire or steel. Most of us would prefer 
personally to suffer the latter. 

The artificial classification of anal fistute, so univer- 
sally accepted, though seemingly an advantage, is in 
reality an evil. Complete, blind external, and blind 
internal, so stands the record; and in practice, they are 
viewed and treated too ojften as though they were 

* Perfectly oorroborative of the above position are some remarks upon fistula and 
tnbercalosis, by Mr. Henry Smith, of King's College Hospital, London, sinoe published. 
See Dobeirs Reports on the Progress of Practical and Scientific Medicine in Diflerent 
Pftrts of the World. London, 1870, p. 105. 
16 
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totally distinct affections. In a host of cases they are 
not treated at all. Allowing much for the instinctive 
|t aversion patients have to expose their gluteal region, 

and for the tending towards quackery which so largely 
pervades mankind, yet the profession has itself to blame 
for a great deal of discredit. Not recognizing in their 
earlier stages the existence of pelvic cellulitis, and the 
many other affections of which fistula is the result, or 
considering these patients as more lawfiil objects than 
^\^ others for the exaction of a life-long fee, many general 

practitioners continue a case along, year after year, 
with an occasional shift of the nasty salve, which, 
applied thus externally, would, if it effected anything at 
all, only effect harm. 
^i I have spoken freely of the classification which has 

^' so long been used as a shield by the timid and 

unreflecting; but I cannot help doing so, for I have 
thought much upon the subject, and have been forced 
to a single conclusion. Where there is pus it should be 
freely vented; and not merely this, but the pyogenic 
surface or membrane should be freely and completely 
exposed. To what? Air? Not necessarily, but to 
such irritation as shall utterly change its character. 
Let us see how these views affect our practice in 
fistula. 

Few will deny that the blind external and the blind 
internal ^re in the majority of cases but preliminary 
stages ip the formation of complete fistula; and that in 
most of the instances where, at autopsies of chronic 
eases, ;a fistulous track extends far along intestme, 
seemingly without entering, its inflation by the blow- 
pipe, or injection with fluid, would discover some 
minute perforation into the intestine that had been 
undetected by the eye of the pathologist. This being 
allowed, the theory which has upheld the many carpers 
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at the knife falls to the ground. The physician as such 
dreads to do surgeon's work, especially when he thinks 
that by attempting it he may cause permanent incon- 
tinence of the faeces, and perhaps be sued for mal- 
practice- The ignobile vulgus, none too fond of being 
incised, even if it be skilfully done, are glad to join the 
refrain, ^^ anything but the knife,'' while the horde of 
professional camp-followers, if such word be severe 
enough for harpies like these, fatten upon the spoils- 

By the terms of our subject we have to say nothing 
of diagnosis, and I shall not do so, save as directly con- 
cerning the treatment. I used to spend a great deal of 
time in trying to find the inner orifice of a fistula; much 
more than I do now. The rule used to be, and it is 
still reverenced by many, not to operate unless an inner 
opening were found, and to make this point the extreme 
limit of procedure. On the contrary, I view the posi- 
tion, indeed the presence, of an inner opening as but 
incidental, and bound my work, almost solely, accord- 
ing to the extent, in inches and lines, of the fistula it- 
self. It is as with a burrowing abscess, anywhere else^ 
whether mammary or not; an operation is of but little 
use if a pocket is left, — of little use if septa are undi- 
vided, — if, in a word, not enough be done. 

In these days of carbolic acid, that panacea surgical 
for things probable and improbable, just as bromide of 
potassium is for those medical, there are not wanting 
persons who would make us believe that the linseed-oil 
paste and a tin-foil clapper are the only two articles 
needful for the efiacement of fistulae, of whatever kind. 
I have employed the acid outside fistulse and inside fis- 
tulse, with the eflfect undoubtedly, in some cases, of les- 
sening the flow of pus, but not of effacing its chan- 
nel. 

Preliminary therefore to the treatment of a blind anal 
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, whether mternal or external, if of the U8ual va- 
ind not the result of necrosis or malignant disease, 
cture the gut or the integument, as the case may 
m within the fistula, and at its very uttermost ex- 
\f\ having ascertained where this is, not by a large, 
i^ery delicate probe. Carefully employed, there is 
I of making false passages, and we thus discover 
ers of pus that otherwise would be sure to escape 
lowledge. 

thus reducing all anal fistulas to a single class, we 
vonderfully simplified them, and our treatment 

an incomplete fistula, who would talk of injec- 
or of probe-points of caustic, or of the electro- 
ic wire? For every success thus achieved, there 
iimdred failures. Any familiarity with aerostatic 
rostatic laws must convince one that it is impos- 
o force fluid by a syringe to the very extremity 
)ng and very narrow cul-de-sac; andifanycon- 
)le portion of the old source of pus is left as be- 
he trouble must of course persist or return. It 

as preposterous to hope thus to quickly and ef- 
ly make a cure, as it is to obliterate a complete 
by injection; partially closing by the contraction 
d, it is liable to be forced open again by feculent 
al, or to be blown open by flatus, 
use of a seton-thread acting by long-continued 
on is just as unwise, just as tedious, as painful, 
itisfactory. Cures are reported, to be sure, but 
ire far more failm^es that might be.* 



he aboye was written, the attention of the profession in Boston has been called 
^ Ordway to the treatment of fistulas by threads wet with irritants; it being by 
I hereafter described, and not by seton. Discussions upon the subject, at the 
ih and thirtieth regular meetings of the GynsBOologioal Society, at one of which 
lod of using the knot in fistula was reported by Dr. Both, will soon be pub- 
is Journal. 
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It has been proposed to close the inner orifice by a 
stitch, and then inject the canal with iodine, etc., from 
without, and I have known this method employed, or 
said to be employed, upon wealthy patients, one of 
whom I had an opportunity of examining during the 
treatment; though the drain upon his pocket had long 
continued, that upon his anal region showed no sign of 
decrease. I doubt whether the stitches could really 
have been applied by the old method of operation to an 
opening far within the anal aperture, although by that 
now described for getting at internal hemorrhoids, it 
would have been easy enough; but even if it had 
been possible, there are such inherent elements of 
ill success, that a favorable result could not be ex- 
pected. 

There remain other methods, or rather a single 
method, capable of diverse modes of performance; 
namely, division of the septum: — 

1. By ligature, 

sloughing out; 

2. By ligature, 

tightened, and cutting 

by screw, or spring of steel or rubber; 

3. By ecraseur, 

acting similarly; and 

4. By incision, 

by knife; 
by scissors. 
A general remark that I have already made, that the 
fistula should be divided beyond the inner opening, if 
such exist, applies to all the above methods. I need 
not, therefore, again repeat it,, and will merely add that 
the point of puncture superiorly should be so selected 
that the inner opening is included in the line of division. 
Nor is it necessary for me to go into the details of the 
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several operations. The committee are supposed famil- 
iar with the various procedures of minor surgery; and, 
save in its importance upon the general health, either 
of the operations for fistulsB is hardly entitled to a more 
respectful appellation. 

1. Thus, in passing the ligature, an armed needle- 
pointed probe is to be thrust through the rectal wall at, 
or,' if possible, above the inner opening, but in its line, 
the thread drawn through and knotted tightly. A mor- 
phial suppository is inserted into the rectum, and sur- 
geon and invalid patiently await the discharge of the 
ligature by slough. Easy of performance, cleanly enough 
so far as the effusion of blood is concerned, very tedi- 
ous, often very painful for days, attended by the risks 
of septic poisoning, but an eminently respectable method 
in the eyes of many, — thus I dismiss it, merely adding 
that, where it is used, the operation has frequently to 
be completed, after all, by the knife. 

2. The ligature, tightened by screw or spring, be- 
comes, in proportion to the rapidity of its action, more 
and more of an ecraseur. If of wire, it is far less objec- 
tionable than if of silk, inasmuch as there is no absorption 
by itself of the products of decomposition thus retained, 
to reach a higher degree of virulency. The wire can be 
passed as if it were a probe, or through a hollow sound 
or small canula; being then twisted and tightened by 
a screw. The use, however, of the method under any 
circumstances entails an unnecessary amount of bother 
upon both parties interested, the operator and the oper- 
ated upon, without any compensating advantage. The 
only argument in its favor, and this more apparent than 
real, is that it is useful in cases of very much thickened 
or vascular tissue, where incision would be at the risk 
of excessive hemorrhage. 

3. Here, however, the ecraseur would be a better 



Digitized by 



Google 



1S70.] Of Hemorrhoids and Fistula. 247 

method, with the additional claims of expedition and a 
greater contusion, and so a lessened risk. I have my- 
self used the ecraseur for this purpose with advantage, 
finding no difficulty in dragging its chain. into any 
localty where it seemed needed. Where it is used, I 
prefer the large instrument with the regular chain, to 
the small steel knot-tier with twisted wire. 

4. In all but extreme cases, however, the ecraseur 
must yield the palm, for celerity and efficiency of action 
and for safety, at the time and afterwards, to incision. 
Much has been written upon the methods of using the 
knife in fistula. A single word will suffice. Instead 
of three assistants, ^^ one for flexing the upper thigh and 
supporting the buttock, a second for straightening the 
lower thigh, and the third for depressing the lower but- 
tock and holding one of the instruments," none is in 
reality required, if an ansBsthetic be given, unless they 
are smuggled in under the pretence of necessity, but in 
reality to behold the operation; though I would by no 
means imply that surgeons are always happier in pro- 
portion as they are surrounded by admiring disciples. 

The several varieties practised of incision answer 
their purpose well enough, if modified as I have sug- 
gested, so as to substitute a sharp-pointed, grooved 
probe or director, piercing the gut at the end of the 
fistula, for the blunt-pointed one seeking merely the 
inner opening. In this way, in superficial cases, the di- 
rector can be swung out of the anus before the knife is 
passed, or, what I have found far preferable, the scis- 
sors; and, in deeper ones, the wooden or vulcanite gor- 
get can bi3 inserted to receive the points of the other 
instruments employed; or, better still, a very slender 
sheathed bistoury can be passed with ease, and so the 
director be dispensed with. 

The details of the after treatment, as to preventing 
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orrhage, etc., etc., are too simple to deserve more 
I this passing allusion; and I merely remark that, if 
e is more than one fistula, they are to be connected 
)ssible; that the mcision should be perpendicular and 
shelving, so as to prevent a flap and subsequent 
sealed ulceration; that superfluities of surface are 
►e pared away, and that, unless the sphincter ani 
Liptured afl;er the operation, as Storer has suggested 
lid be done after the ordinary operation for heraor- 
ds, it is well enough to occasionally insert an oiled 
or tallow candle, to prevent possible over-contrac- 
or stricture. 

might here very well, and perhaps more wisely, 
e to an end, but inasmuch as this communication 
)orts to be, to a certam extent, an original one, so 
it least as it simply details an individual experience 
the conclusions therefrom, I will disclose yet a little 
ler. 

he procedure mentioned as so useful in the treat- 
t of internal hemorrhoids, namely, the rupture of 
sphincter ani before the operation, instead of after 
3 Storer has done, is here as useful as there. It 
itates the diagnosis very greatly; it shows us just 
t we are doing and how much there is to be done ; 
Brmits the direct use of the director and bistoury, 
I up if necessary, without the bungling and blind 
Df a gorget, and it also allows us to use a delicate 
slender enterotome, by which the operation is more 
ily performed, without a second instrument, and 
I the less risk of hemorrhage. It also allows us, if 
jhoose to do so, with reference to the last point, to 
; the rectum just as we can the vagina; thijs being 
possible without exciting the tenesmus otherwise 
iding the presence of a foreign body. That, in the 
r steps of the operation subsequent to the rupture, 
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the sphincter ani is partially or entirely divided, is no 
bar or objection to the procedure indicated. The sev- 
erance is not likely to occur at the same point, and, 
should it do so, there would no harm be done, while 
convalescence is rendered no more protracted, nor the 
risk of faecal incontinence increased. 

As to the result of the methods of treating hemor- 
rhoids and fistula that have now been described. That 
of the old way of operating is familiar, experimentally, 
to every member of the committee. That of the new 
methods, based, as they may be allowed to be, upon gen- 
eral surgical principles, has been to the writer far more 
satisfactory than what had been his earlier experience. 
Success is now his rule; failure, even to a partial extent, 
the very rare exception, and this has been the verdict, 
in their own practice, of many of his friends and pupils 
who have followed his teaching. Had he the time to do 
more than present this outline of his views, which he 
trusts has not proved wholly uninteresting to the com- 
mittee, he would have presented a long series of illus- 
trative cases, well aware that such often win the applause 
of the profession, however barren or erroneous the prin- 
ciples that they embody. He is not unwilling, however, 
to avoid the appearance of what is so often but an ad 
captandum argument, and will leave it to other compet- 
itors to present selections from perhaps more slender 
stores, merely adding that if any member of the com- 
mittee ever finds himself in his section of the country, 
it wiU give him great pleasure to perform before him 
each or any of the methods now described, and to verify 
every word that has been said in their favor. 
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EDITOEIAL NOTES. 

^fe , That the " fixal " * answer of Dr. Bigelow, Ju- 

it nior, to Prof. Gunn, of Chicago, concerning the hip 

Kv joint, and the ^^ final '' f answer of his father to Sir 

I' James Y. Simpson, of Edinburgh, concerning anses- 

^ ' thesia, should so closely have followed upon each other, 

ji* is a coincidence as extraordinary as that both these 

|V gentlemen should have adopted the same curious style 

I: ;> of argument, whose key-note we have given. An ulti- 

^J . matum is hardly possible in controversies so serious as 

^♦> are these. Self-asserting medical autocrats are weU 

^) enough for spokesman or butt of a breakfast-table, but 

i the great republic of the profession does not tolerate 

them. 

The younger of the gentlemen to whom we have 
referred claims as his own, certain scientific views whose 
originality is disputed. He must not complain if they 
are submitted to his own, test, that ^^ He who verifies a 
suggestion is the true discoverer.'' If smitten upon the 
hip himself, like the Philistines of old, he can surely 
have no reason to demur. 

The elder Bigelow has, in like manner, commenced 
to run a gauntlet which he cannot now evade. He gave 
the first blow to Prof. Simpson, and his cry of " Holdl 
enough I '' is a confession of discomfiture. 

We are glad that ^^ the venerable author (of a book 
which he informs us he has sent a copy of to Edinburgh) 
comes forth (again) from his retirement of literary 
leisure," J in another letter to Prof. Simpson; for it veri- 
fies an opinion that was forced upon us at the outset, 

* Boston Medical and Surgical Jonnial, Feb. 24, 1870, p. 150. 
t Ibid., March 10, 1870, p. 188. 
% Ibid., Nov. 26, 1869, p. 295. 
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that this attack upon Edinburgh was in reality a cold- 
blooded affair, made in the interests of a faction, as bent 
upon self-glorificition as Dr. Bigelow, with such good 
taste, charges Prof Simpson to have been. It was 
thought a most excellent stroke of genius to seize upon 
the Lord Provost's speech as a pretext for paving the 
way for those purely philanthropic and disinterested 
designs upon the public purse; the begging for funds 
for the poor dentist's family,* and for that unassuming 
little moniunent at Mount Auburn, which was to make 
the claim that the Ring did not dare to place publicly 
upon the shaft in the Public Garden. ^ Poor Morton," 
says Dr. Bigelow, ^ he is the only marij^ f in the dis- 
covery of practical anaesthesia. 

We regret that we have not space for Dr. Bigelow's 
long and tedious letter. It is interlarded with extracts 
from his son's address to the Mayor, at the reception of 
the Ether monimient by the city, in themselves elegant 
no doubt, but in questionable taste so far as tending to 
make this reply to Prof. Simpson a family affair. It is, 
moreover, pointless, after its confession of having claimed 
too much for Boston has been made, unless indeed there 
be the object, half avowed as it is, to keep up the Bos- 
ton delusion that chloroform, as compared with ether, is 
always uncertain and unsafe. ^^ A considerable part of 
it," to quote its own language, " is occupied with a cloud 
of dust, of which the only apparent result is to obscure the 
truth, and create a confusion in the mind of readers." 
Ether, we are led to believe, has restored mankind to ^^ the 
primeval days of Paradise." Dr. Bigelow's present ad- 



* Wo will not oredit the wioked mmor, eveii if tho ooarts at the time beiiered it, that 
eeTonty thomand dollara or more went from the treasury of the Eastem Railroad, through 
the de&nlter, Mr. Tuokerman, to that poor dentist's pocket. 

t The italics above are Dr. Bigelow's. See the Boston Medical and Surgical Joomal, 
Blaroh 10th, 1870, p. 187. 
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itration of it has certainly brought the profession 
oston, himself withal, to that blessed ^^ paradise of 
>rs," of which he once so pleasantly discoursed,* 
>w that the oracle of Mr. Clapp's printing-office 
igain spoken, we may expect to hear from that 
er jubilant shouts and the beating of drums, for 
about four weeks, or until Prof. Simpson finds time 
id thereto another charge of canister. 



13 Boston Tactics, as practised by our respected 
venerated teachers in the art of medical warfare, 
f a very peculiar character, not described by Hoyle 
trdee. See them in this just recommencing anaesthe- 
)ntroversy, for example, which has already Boston 
Edinburgh by the ears, and, in this city, the respec- 
idvocates of ether and chloroform. 
IS an old trick here, stale, yet constantly practised, 
tides in the ^^ Boston Medical and Surgical Journal," 
certain pens, to find their way immediately, if not 
1, yet at sufficient length for the names of the gen- 
n writing or written of to distinctly appear, into 
[aily papers, — as for instance, the ^^ Advertiser '* 
he ^^ Evening Transcript." The files of the latter 
d, for the last year or two, might afford a running 
lentary upon that portion of the Code of Ethics of 
American Medical Association which forbids self- 

ication by practitioners before the unprofessional 

■» 

dom, however, have we had so barefaced an in- 
B, — in this case, of an attempt to forestall public 

te fame of ^eeo doings went abroad, and Maasaohnsetts aoquirod the enviable no- 
f being the Paradise of medical men/' Brief Expositions of Rational Medicine, 
is prefixed The Paradise of Doctors; a Fable. Boston: Phillips, Sampson A Co., 
10. 
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opinion, — as has just occurred. The ^^ Boston Me 
and Surgical Journal'^ is published on Thursdaj 
every week. On Thursday, March 10th, the ^^] 
Advertiser,'* which is read at the breakfast-table, b 
probably the doors of the ^^ Journal " office are op 
contained an abstract of Dr. Bigelow's second 1 
purporting to have been taken from the ^^ Journa 
that day, very laudatory of course of Dr. Bigelow 
very unkind and ungenerous to Prof. Simpson. A 
time of the publication of Dr. B.'s first letter, we c 
attention to the assiduity of his parasites in proci 
its republication by the unprofessional press. Th( 
vance sheets in the present instance but overshot 
mark. 



Of a similar character to the manoeuvre jus 
ferred to, is the collecting together in a cob-hous 
our weekly contemporary, of the ^^ hundreds of cas 
disaster and death from chloroform," as against 
inevitable, complete, and safe anaesthesia " from sulp] 
ether, described by Dr. Henry J. Bigelow. 

Breakers of certain idols as we are, it seems al 
a pity to bring the labor of our friends over the w; 
nought. Let us, however, look at the facts in 
case. 

1. As to the safety of sulphuric ether. We ha\ 
file, and should have published this month had we 
room, from a competent and reliable source, an ix. 
trovertible statement of deaths from sulphuric i 
here in this city, so detailed and presented as to 
rant the assertion that, in proportion to the numbe 
instances of their respective use in the world, and 
throwing entirely out of the question the point of < 
parative subsequent injury to the health, a very in 
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tant matter, to which our correspondent does not refer, 
the inhalation of sulphuric ether for anaesthetic pur- 
poses is in reality more deadly and unsafe than that of 
chloroform. We afford some evidence upon this sub- 
ject the present month.* 

2. As to the dangers of chloroform. The martyr- 
ology upon which so much stress is laid, is in part col- 
lated from newspapers and other as unreliable sources. 
It comprises cases of debauch, of murder, and of suicide. 
It includes deaths from hemorrhage, exhaustion, and 
shock from other common causes, and even from old 
age. 

It is an over-true and an oft-told tale, the unrelia- 
bility and injustice of the chloroform statistics. Certain 
ears, however, have ever been deaf to it; just as ceiiain 
hearts have long been steeled against anything like fair- 
ness, in a matter to which, — we do not like to say, in 
gross ignorance of important points in the question, — 
their owners long ago committed themselves. Our facts 
will certainly not be gainsaid if we take them from the 
^^ Boston Medical and Surgical Journal." We go back 
six years or so, to an issue of the time when there was 
at least the semblance of ftiir play with regard to dis- 
puted points, and it will be found that our extract ap- 
plies with exactness to the present editor of that jour- 
nal, so pre-eminent in its scavenger's work. 

^^ He has collected, from any and every source, how- 
ever or not reliable, all sorts of unsubstantial statements 
concerning the effects of anaesthesia (from chloroform), 
that have many of them been repeatedly disproved and 
rebutted; and these, thrown together without any 
method or logical sequence, he has arrayed as over- 
whelming and invincible. Such at first sight they may 

* See page 202 of this number of the JoarnaL 
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seem; flash upon them, however, the light of careful ex- 
amination, prick them with the needle of even a mo- 
ment's scrutiny, they equally collapse into so many in- 
stances of non sequitur, post rather than propter hoCy 
coincidence but not sequence. Every so-called fact 
that he has collected is a two-edged sword, very dan- 
gerous to the bearer unless more carefully handled than 
he has done. The accidents that he relies upon still 
frequently occur where anaesthetics are not employed; 
they occurred as frequently in former years, before 
anaesthesia was known. 

^^ What, then, can be said of attempts to explain them 
all by chloroform? Well have such been stigmatized 
as ^pieces of unscrupulous and disreputable professional 
gossip.' 

^^ ^ One diay,' says Forbes, ^ we had death from asphyx- 
ia; another, from coma; another, from hemoptysis; 
some from convulsions; a few from pneumonia, and 
one or two from actual incremation or explosion, through 
the accidental firing of the vapor within the air-pas- 
sages. We have not had time to investigate all these 
terrible cases; but we may state that we traced the one 
which seemed the best authenticated, that from hemop- 
tysis, from its full-blown majesty in after-dinner gossip 
to its humble source in the hospital. And this was the 
case: a day or two after a successful operation, the 
patient pricked the gums while picking the teeth with 
a pin; and it was the product of this operation, not of 
the anaesthetic, seen in the spitting-pot by the patient's 
bedside, that was bruited about town, as of itself suffi- 
cient to settle the question for all future time.' * 

^^ We must not forget that, as with all powerful agen- 
cies in medicine, much depends upon the purity of the 

* British and Foreign Medioo-Chirnrgioal Reyiew, April, 1847, p. 564. 
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anaesthetic, upon the times of its employment, and its 
mode; that medical statistics, prepared with whatever 
care, are notoriously unreliable ; and that their fallacious- 
ness in any given case may be considered proved, when 
there is strong reason, as here, to believe that they have 
been selected for a predetermined purpose, and with 
little regard to the circumstances under which they may 
have originated.'' * 

"When the Etherites undertake to say, as has now been 
done,f that the exhibition of chloroform must be stayed 
by law, and that, whether by advice of the State Board 
of Health or not,J we simply laugh at them. When 
they propose to erect a shaft of black marble to the 
martyrs to chloroform, in the Public Garden, over 
against the Ether monument,§ one of whose tablets, in- 
tended by the donor, Mr. Lee, it is said, to have been 
left blank till after the death of both Drs. Jackson and 
Morton, has been filled up with the name of the Mas- 
sachusetts General Hospital, even though by consent 
of his family, Mr. Lee having deceased, we simply hold 
them up to be laughed at by the world. 

* On Chloroform Inhalation during Labor. A reply to Dr. Johns, of Dublin, bj Dr. 
H. H. Storer. Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, August 20, 1863. 
f Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, March 3, 1870, p. 174. 
% Ibid., NoTember 18, 1869, p. 283. 
§ Ibid., March 3; 1870, p. 174. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY. 

* [lUported bff Earaiio JR. Storer, Seoretary.} 

TWBHTT-FIBBT BBOULAB MBBTINO, HOYBXBBB 2, 1809. 

The twenty-first regular meeting of the Society was 
held on the evening of November 2d, 1869, at Hotel 
Pelham, the President in the chair. Present, Drs. 
Lewis, Warner, Sullivan, Perkins, Dutton, Bixby, and 
H. R. Storer, Dr. D. H. Storer, Honorary Member, 
and, by invitation, Drs. J. H. Warren, N. W. Hawes, 
Ephraim Cutter, and B. L. Delano, of Boston, and 
Hugh Doherty, of South Boston. 

The records of the last meeting were read and 
accepted. 

The Secretary read letters from Drs. John Dickson, 
of Baltimore, and E. M. Hunt, of Metuchen, N. J., 
acknowledging their election as Corresponding Mem- 
bers. He also announced the decease of Prof. Piu'kinje, 
of Prague, and Dr. D. A. Page, of Butland, Vt., Corre- 
sponding Members. The reputation of Prof. Purkinje 
was world-wide J that of Dr. Page was confined in 
great measure to the State in which he practised. He 
was, however, justly esteemed by his professional 
brethren for the intelligence that he brought to the in- 

17 
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>n of his cases, and the skill with which he 

i their treatment. 

amer exhibited a very convenient 

CNT FOR APPLYING THE ACID NITRATE OF 
BY AND SIMILAR AGENTS TO THE FUNDUS 

isted of a sound, upon the extremity of which, 
3ace of half an inch, a screw thread had been 



this contrivance the wisp of cotton could at 
ecurely fastened upon the sound, and as easily 
again. To many practitioners, the risk of the 
coming detached from the sound within the 
ivity has been sufficient to deter them from 
ns that they would otherwise have resorted to. 
iTarner's instrument, the danger alluded to is 
revented. 

R. Storer bore testimony to the advantages of 
ler's applicator in practice, 
irren presented a new 

INT FOR EXPLORING THE CAVITY OF THE 
UTERUS, 

i and other outgrowths, and fragments of 
From the extremity of a hollow sound, there 

protrude a loop of very fine watch-spring, 
swers the purpose of a snare, and by which 
jases the outgrowth can be at the same time 
either by simple traction, or by tightening the 

1 Gooch's canula, or an ecraseur. 

Q*s paper, illnstrated by a wood-cut, was published in Aill in this 
sbraary, 1870.] 
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Dr. H. R. Storer exhibited modifications of his 

DOI7BLB SPECULUM, 

now so generally in use in this region, that had lately- 
been sent him by Messrs. Codman and Shurtleflf. One 
of the modifications might be of advantage; it consisted 
m making the lateral spring, by which the mstrument 
was changed from Cusco's bivalve into a retractor, 
partially fixed, so that there was less risk of its becom- 
ing dislocated or broken. Of the other modification 
exhibited, he could not speak so respectfully. The 
gape of the vaginal extremity had been made nearly 
large enough to receive the head of a mature foetus, 
so that not merely might the cul-de-sac be stretched to 
an extent that it could not bear in the non-puerperal 
condition without serious injury, but the handle was 
thrown up into the cleft between the nates, making it 
awkward to use the instrument. Dr. S. had noticed 
that his speculum was frequently made of too great 
length for the average of cases, and he would particu- 
larly call attention to this point. Li its employment the 
cervix ordinarily comes at once within the field of 
vision, and there is none of the searching for the os by 
the point of the instrument that is commonly so neces- 
sary with all tubular specula. There should be as little 
dilatation of the vulval cleft as possible. If the instru- 
ment is at all too long, this cannot be avoided, and there 
is consequently unnecessary pain. He was informed 
that the demand for the speculum was now so great 
that Messrs. C. and S. had to devote the whole time of 
one of their workmen to its manufacture. 

The distinguishing characteristics of his instrument, 
which he had desired should be known as ^^ the Boston 
Speculum," and was in daily use by most of the gentle- 
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as a retractor better for ordinary purposes than 
complicated and more expensive instruments of Em 
Bozeman, Fallen, and Bryant.* 

The Secretary read a paper from Dr. Taliaferr 
Columbus, Ga., upon 

THE HEFLEX SYMPATHETIC AFFECTIONS PRODUCE] 
UTERINE DISEASE. 

[This paper was published in talL in the Journal of the Society for I 
ber, 1869.] 

Dr. Storer, sen., remarked upon the very interei 
character of Dr. Taliaferro's communication. He 
not think however, that quite as much stress had 
laid as might have been done upon the 

PECULIAR PAIN OR PRESSURE AT THE TOP OF 

HEAD, 

complained of by many patients, and which he 
almost inclined to consider pathognomonic of ut 
disease, and more especially of displacements. It b 
however, no fixed relation in its severity to the an 
of displacement existing, and is often very ms 
where but slight uterine disease is present; the coi 
tion being evidenced by the cure of the cranial 
ralgia upon removal of the pelvic lesion. He rela 
case, that of the wife of a clergyman, who had 
sent him by Dr. Tyler, of the McLean Asylum fo 
Insane, his patient being extremely distressed in 
from her condition. Dr. S. found downward disj 
ment of the uterus, and inserted a Meigs' ring, 
headache at once ceased, and has now remained al 
for eighteen months. 

• Boston Medical and Sorgioal Jonmaly Nor. 5, 1868, p. 214. 
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Simpson. The disease has sometimes 1 
Pseudo-cyesis, or Spurious Pregnancy. I 
had made many experiments to ascertain it. 
acter.* The abdomen in these eases, even 
as in eases of twin pregnancy at the full te 
the moment that anaesthesia by ether or cl 
induced. The introduction of a colonic t 
tremity of which is placed under water, she 
excess of flatus has been present in the inte 
condition is undoubtedly the result of nervoi 
producing spasm of the recti abdominis and 
cles, and increased convexity of the abdomii 
Non-recognition of the presence of this co 
given rise to very serious mistakes. Dr. S. al 
well-known case of abdominal section, by t 
Lizars, of Edinburgh, where no tumor was 
to similar cases by other surgeons. Before 
had been possible, such errors were pard 
this was no longer the case. Nor was it es 
other methods of differential diagnosis to b< 
A case in point had lately come to his knowl 
two hospital surgeons sent for to a count 
perform ovariotomy, had made their section 
dominal walls for that operation before they 
that the case was simply one of pelvic cellul 
Dr. Storer, sen., did not think the ter 
tumor so applicable where the enlargement ^ 
ent in its character, and only absent during 
tion of induced ansesthesia. He related a 
own, seen in consultation with several other 
who had all advised an operation, where 
which extended from under the false ribs 



* Sparioas Pregnancy, its Freqaenej and Nature; Simpson's Obstetric 
tribntions, edited by W. 0. Priestley and H. R, Storer, Edinburgh, 185 
SOO, 303. Am. edition, Lippincott & Co., Pliiladelphia, pp. 101,273,276. 
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men, at once disappeared upon etheriza- 
i always spoken, in his lectures at the 
I Medical College, of the great difficulty 
[y diagnosticating abdominal tumors, and 
lout impropriety refer to the case at the 
J General Hospital some years since, 
leading surgeons of this city, at that time, 
5ed a tumor to be ovarian, which, upon 
•ved fibroid. This fact ought not, however, 
it to derogate from their skill, for at the 
to but little concerning gynascology was 
wn. 

* spoke of the importance of resorting to 
all doubtful cases of uterine disease. It 
le conditions of all the abdominal and pel- 
i viscera, that often the diagnosis became 
le. 

related a case he had seen at the Bleckley 
Philadelphia, where under anaesthesia a 
)t disappear, but upon section there was 
found. 

sen., mentioned the frequency with which 
vere mistaken for abscess, and were often 
;hout the expected result. He supposed 
iS not a surgeon in the city who had not 
ault. 

lent. Dr. Lewis, corroborated the state- 
torer. He had himself, in the course of 
d practice, had frequent occasion to rec- 
Bculty of rightly deciding in these doubt- 
alluded to Dr. Taliaferro's remarks upon 

CCnON OP LABYNGEAL WITH UTEBINE 
DISEASE, 
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and related a case of his own, where, upon replacing an 
anteversion, the throat, which had given much trouble, 
was entirely relieved without further treatment. 

Dr. Warner requested Dr. Cutter to favor the Society 
with the details of the treatment in his case of antever- 
sion; as this was generally found to be the most re- 
fractory form of uterine displacement, a fold of the 
bladder coming between the fundus and any fwm of 
pessary. 

Dr. Cutter replied that, in the instance referred to, he 
had employed an intra-uterine stem, attached to a 
vaginal staff, and kept in place by external bands. In 
other cases he resorted to a modification of his retro- 
version pessary, in which the supporting portion was 
placed anterior instead of posterior to the cervix. Dr. 
C. exhibited the instrument he had now described. 

Dr. Hawes read a communication upon 

THE SYMPATHETIC EELATIONS OF DISEASES OW THE 
TEETH AND PELVIS. 

[Dr. Hawes' paper wag published in the Journal of the Society for January, 
1870.] 

Dr. H. R. Storer remarked upon the interest of Dr. 
Hawes' paper, both intrinsically and in connection with 
the paper of Dr. Taliaferro, read at the present meet- 
ing. There were many cases of epilepsy, neuralgia, 
and even mania, occurring in women, that were aggra- 
vated, perhaps occasioned even, by the irritation of 
carious or inflamed teeth. 

The influence of gestation upon caries, and of the 
extraction of teeth during gestation in inducing abor- 
tion, were well known. There were, moreover, in- 
stances, and he related a case in point, where facial 
neuralgia, occurring at the catamenial period, and sup- 
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physicians upon any untenable grounds; and he frankly 
stated that the arguments that physicians had usually 
employed when discussing this subject were, almost 
without exception, untenable. Some of the women who 
were desirous of practising physic and surgery were 
just as well educated for the work, had just as much 
inclination for it, and were as unflinching in the pres- 
ence of suffering or at the sight of blood, as were many 
male practitioners. They had a right to demand an 
acknowledgment that in these respects they were as 
competent to practise as are a large proportion of our- 
selves. There is, however, one point, and it is upon 
this that the whole question must turn, that has till 
now almost wholly been lost sight of j and this the fact 
that, like the rest of their sex, lady doctors, until they 
are practically old women, regularly have their courses, 
and are therefore subject to those alternations of mental 
condition, observable in every woman under these cir- 
cumstances, which so universally affect temporarily their 
faculties of reasoning and judgment. That these fac- 
ulties are thus affected at the times referred to is uni- 
versally acknowledged. That the fact obtains to an 
injurious degree in the persons of many lady doctors, 
and to a greater or less degree in them all, had been 
acknowledged to Dr. Storer by more than one repre- 
sentative woman of the would-be medical type. 

Here is in reality the weak point of these estimable 
creatures, for we cannot but respect their ambition, 
their courage, their zeal. Not a member of the Gynae- 
cological Society, but who would by every means in his 
power assist a worthy woman, desirous of bettering her 
condition in an honorable way. Judged, however, by 
physiological results, as shown in the working of their 
daily and monthly life, there is reason enough to object 
to lady physicians as unsafe to the community. 
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Uterus, and from Dr. Carl Hecker, of Munich, hi 
ograph upon the Form of the Skull in Face Pr< 
tdons. 

The Committee upon Membership having re 
favorably, the gentlemen nominated at the last n 
were baUoted for and elected. 

Dr. Storer exhibited an instrument of his own ( 
which he would call the 

ACUPRESSURE COUNTERPRESSOR, 

for rendering more easy the extraction of the f 
wire loop where an ovarian pedicle has been secu 
his method of applying acupressure to it.* 




It consists of a delicate staff, to which is atta 
minute cross-bar, grooved upon one sufface sc 
slide down along the side of the pin, through 1 
dominal wound, until it comes into contact wi 

* The method leferred to will be found deeoribod in this Journal for March, li 
and for April, p. 197. 
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an stump, which it is there made to hold, without 
in its proper position, until the pin and wire loop 
been dislodged and withdrawn. It will be per- 
id that in this way any apparent risk of secondary 
)rrhage, etc, that might be thought to attend the 
method of securing the pedicle is prevented, and 
le same time the reparative process that has com- 
jed is allowed to proceed undisturbed. 
% Cutter called attention to two inventions of his 
— the one, a new method of passing metallic sutures, 
hich the calibre of the needle is made to corre- 
d with that of the suture; and the other a forceps 
3moving retained placentae, the tissue of which is 
eeble to be easily removed by the ordinary forceps, 
J it is often difficult to introduce the instrument 
>ut injuring the adjacent parts. Their description 
follows: — 

NEW 3JfETALLI0 SUTURE. 

consists in simply soldering the needle directly on 
irire in such a manner that both wire and needle 
one continuous cylinder of equal diameter. The 
non three-sided needle of the glovers is preferred, 
a silver wire is best, although copper is good. 




CODMAMO€HUnTLeFr, BOStXM 



lis simple contrivance obviates the unpleasant 
that occurs when ordinary needles are employed, 
id by the doubling of the wire through the eye. 
JO allows of the use of a needle which has a diame- 
g[ual to that of the suture. In the case of the ordi- 
needle for metallic sutures the diameter is gener- 
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ally more than twice that of the suture, and the hole made 
by the needle very much larger than that of the wire. 
In nice work the needle should not make a hole Idrger 
than the suture. The facility of introduction is the 
chief merit of the invention. Dr. Cutter has used them 
frequently, as have his friends also, and their testimony 
has been unanimously in their favor. 

They are made of all sizes, from the large post-mor- 
tem needle down, and can be had of Messrs. Codman 
and Shurtleflf. 

FORCEPS FOR REMOVESra THE PLACENTA IN CASES OF 

ABORTION. 

This is composed of two parts. A stout steel wire, 
about ten inches long, is attached at one end to a handle 
which forms a right angle to the wire. At the other 
end the wire is dichotomously divided, each division 
terminating in a blade, which is an oblong oval, and per- 
forated with a very large fenestra. The blades separate 
by their own elasticity. 



The other part of the forceps is composed of a Ger- 
man silver tube, large enough to slip over the wire. A 
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slot runs the whole ler 

the handle. A thumb nng is aiiacnea to one ena oi ine 
tube. A half finger ring, concavity forwards, is soldered 
to the upper part of the tube, about two and one-half 
inches from the thumb ring. The other extremity of 
the tube is protected by a slotted ring. When the tube 
is pushed on to the shaft it closes the blades, when it is 
withdrawn by pressure on the finger ring. The blades 
expand by their own elasticity, and release their hold on 
any object. The angle of divergence of the blades 
when released has been calculated to be the same as 
that of the inside of the impregnated womb at three and 
one-half months, so that they will readily pass between 
the womb and the retained placenta or ovum. The 
character of the fenestra needs a word of explanation. 
The size is large, so as to allow the placenta to protrude 
through, and, being held there by the forward move- 
ment of the tube, there is a large surface for traction at 
the concavity of the fenestra, which is somewhat broad. 
The inner surface of the blades is smooth, with the de- 
sign of simple consolidation of the placental fibres (not 
division) without increasing the friability, as is done 
when these are serrated on the grasping surface. 

Method of Employment. — Patient lying on left side, 
the left forefinger of the physician should be placed in 
contact with the mouth of the womb. The forceps, 
closed, should be held in the right hand, the forefinger 
being on the finger ring, and the thumb left free. The 
blades are then passed over the radial edge of the left 
forefinger to the os. Pressing on the finger ring, the 
blades are made to open sufliciently to engage the pre- 
senting placenta. The forceps are advanced imtil the 
blades are buried in the womb and embrace the pla- 
centa. The thmnb then pushes the tube forward as fer 
as possible, and the extraction is effected by withdrawal 



Digitized by 



Google 



1870.] Proceedings of the Society. 

of the forceps. This instrument may be used wit! 
without the speculum. Its advantages are that it c 
not catch the vaginal folds; it takes up the least po'SE 
room; it is powerful, and gives a large surface for t 
tion. The form of the blades may be varied for 
same or other uses, such aa introducing sponge te 
holding sponge or cotton, etc. 

It is not a new invention, but a modification of a 
caps which is employed for the extraction of polypi f 
the meatus pf the ear, or calculi from the urethra. 

Codman & Shurtleff make the instrument. 

Dr. Storer presented, in behalf of Prof. Frank 
Paddock, of Pittsfield, a Corresponding Member of 
Society, the notes of a late case of ovariotomy, ] 
formed by him, and exhibited the tumor removed. 

[Dr. Paddock's paper was published In this Journal, for March, 1870. 

The pedicle was secured by Dr. Storer's method 
applying acupressure within the abdominal ca\ 
The wound healed by first intention; there was 
secondary hemorrhage, and, surgically speaking, 
operation was perfectly successful^ The patient d 
however, sixty-three hours afterwards, apparently 
consequence of long-continued retching, an autopsy 
vealing no other cause of death. There had been p 
ent menorrhagia; the sound entered the uterus to tl 
and a half inches, although the patient was a virj 
and by displacement of the afiected ovary to the oj 
site side of the abdomen the uterus had been tmi 
spirally upon its longitudinal axis. 

The specimen exhibited presented the toYLoy^ 
characteristics : — 

A unilocular cyst, now contracted to five inches 
diameter, but capable of being distended to its orig 
size, which was sufficient to contain two and a I 

18 
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quarts of fluid, arises from the extremity of the long di- 
ameter of the right ovary by a pedicle an inch in 
diameter, which includes the Fallopian tube. The 
ovary, which was also removed, is nearly normal, with 
the exception of a portion near its outer extremity, 
where there is situated a thrombus, three quarters of an 
inch in depth by half an inch in width, resembling in 
some respects the corpus luteum of pregnancy. The 
membrane lining this cavity is discolored, and g^ves 
evidence of recent rupture. The Fallopia;^ tube, from 
its uterine extremity, passes through a dense fibrous 
sheath, in a curved direction, around the superior sur- 
face of the cyst, until it reaches its periphery, where it 
emerges by its fimbriated extremity alone. The impres- 
sion of its cord-like body is perfectly apparent as it 
passes over the external surface in its sheath. 

Dr. Paddock having raised in his communication the 
question as to whether the death in his case was owing 
to exhaustion from vomiting, or a continuation of the 
primary shock. 

Dr. "Wheeler asked if it was right to consider that 
the condition of shock is ever prolonged to so extended 
a period as sixty-three hours. He had not seen this in 
the fatal cases with which he was familiar. In one in- 
stance, where he had operated himself, with the assist- 
ance of Dr. H. R. Storer, death had occurred in three 
hours, evidently from primary shock. He thought that 
the result in Dr. Paddock's case must have been from 
exhaustion. 

The President, Dr. Lewis, was inclined to believe, 
from a very great experience in the capital operations 
of surgery, that the condition of shock is seldom long 
continued; at least it was not in ordinary capital opera- 
tions. 

Dr. Field was led to think that while continuous 
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vomiting would clearly increase exhaustion, it could 
hardly be said to prolong the condition of shock. 

Dr. Lewis referred to the fact that in fatal cases where 
eUoroform had been used, there were many who would 
attribute death to the employment of this agent, even 
where it did not occur till a long time after the ansBs- 
thetic condition had ceased. He would ask how much 
chloroform had been used in the present case. 

Dr. "Wheeler would further ask how long a time the 
patient had been kept under its influence. Every point, 
that had the slightest bearing upon the elucidation of 
these questions pertaining to shock, was of peculiar in- 
terest to gynaecologists. 

Dr. Dutton remarked upon the extreme importance 
of the discussion concerning chloroform, now that this 
agent is at last being defended in Boston. He thought 
that if ether had been given in Dr. Paddock^s case, the 
vomiting would probably have been more prolonged, and 
more severe. He was accustomed to consider chloro- 
form of great value in controlling nausea, where it was 
present. 

Dr. Warner was satisfied that more patients die in 
consequence of prolonged vomiting and retching after 
operations where ether is given than from primaiy 
shock. 

Dr. Both remarked that though he had long been in 
the habit of employing chloroform, he had but once seen 
bevere vomiting attending it. He thought that much 
depended upon bringing the patient very slowly under 
its effect. 

Dr. Warner corroborated Dr. Both's statement as to 
the rarity of uncontrollable nausea in chloroform cases, 
and thought that he was right, also, in his supposition 
concerning the advantage of giving the anaesthetic 
slowly. 
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Dr. Storer stated, in reply to the questions that had 
been asked, that Dr. Paddock's patient came very 
readily under the influence of the an»sthetic; that its 
administration was not at all hurried; that it was given 
freely, just as ether would have been, and that at no 
time during the operation was there any interference 
with the regularity of breathing, or of the circulation. 
The gentlemen present had been struck by the excel- 
lence of its behavior in these respects. 

There were circumstances connected with the case, 
of a great deal of gynaBCological interest, obscuring the 
differential diagnosis previous to the operation, and per- 
haps having some bearing upon the extreme reflex irri- 
tability of the stomach, which appeared to have oc- 
casioned the fatal result. There had been menorrhagia, 
while ordinarily in ovarian disease we have more or less 
complete amenorrhoaa; the sound entered the uterine 
cavity to the extent of three and a half inches, — a very 
unusual circumstance, where subinvolution from a pre- 
vious pregnancy or abortion does not exist, and where 
the uterus is not dragged out longitudinally by a large 
fibroid developing above the brim of the pelvis. There 
was also lateral displacement of the cavity of the uterus 
towards the side whence the disease originated, — ^a thing 
that would theoretically have seemed impossible in the 
case of an ovarian tumor of the size here present; and 
there was, moreover, a peculiar abdominal pocket, in 
which the sound engaged itself when passed through* 
the exploratory incision ahd swept around in search for 
adhesions. 

All of these peculiarities were explained as soon as 
the short exploratory incision was lengthened down- 
wards for the purpose of removing the tumon Then it 
was found that the affected ovary, the right one, had 
been displaced bodily over to the left side, so that it lay 
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in contact with its fellow, with the effect of twisting the 
uterus upon its longitudinal axis, — a condition whichji 
occasioned the menorrhagia, the elongated and displac 
uterine cavity, and the abdominal pocket. Under th( 
circumstances the stomach might well be pardoned ; 
being reflexly affected. 

It might very naturally be questioned whether it w< 
proper to operate as here, so early in the disease, a 
where no marked symptoms of any kind had as i 
shown themselves. On the other hand, he had lo 
thought it might be safer to operate early, before 1 
general health of the patient becomes seriously affects 
and gentlemen would recollect one marked case of 1 
previously reported to the Society,* where the patier 
convalescence showed the justice of the opinion. 1 
Paddock had stated in his paper the reasons which, 
his mind, counterbalanced the arguments which woi 
ordinarily be valid with regard to the putting a patie 
upon a prophylactic course previous to the opei 
tion. 

Dr. S. called attention to Dr. Paddock's clear a 
satisfactory statement concerning the condition of 1 
wound and of the abdominal cavity, shown by the t 
topsy. The pedicle had been treated by his new meth 
of applying intra-abdominal acupressure, described 
the last meeting, and so successful in the late IN'i 
Bedford case, reported to the Society. It was fou 
that the abdominal wound had united by the first inte 
tion. There was not any peritoneal inflammation, i 
a drop of blood or of serum in the pelvic cavity. T 
stump looked well, and the pin and wire loop we 
loose and ready to be removed. In all respects the c 
eration, surgically considered, had- been a success. 

• Thif Journal, Septembar, 1869, p. 137. 
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Dr. "Wheeler raised the question as to how much the 
induction of shock is determined by the compression of 
the ovarian pedicle by a clamp, where this is employed. 
He mentioned instances where shock in males had been 
dependent upon compression of the spermatic cord, and 
remarked that in the case of the ovarian pedicle there 
was joined to compression, traction also. 

Dr. Field thought that this was what might be ex- 
pected from such interference with nerves of organic 
life. A similar disturbance of the sympathetic system, 
evinced by mental depression, etc., was marked in almost 
all diseases of the abdomen, though of short duration, 
even in so slight affections as colic and diarrhoea. 

This* was more commonly absent in diseases of the 
thorax and of other parts of the body. Dr. F. sug- 
gested that the fact was worthy of being borne in 
mind with relation to prophylaxis. 

Dr. Warner reminded Dr. Wheeler that the most 
successful series of ovarian operations had been at the 
hands of Spencer Wells and Thomas Keith, who were 
constantly in the habit of employing the clamp. 

The President, Dr. Lewis, inquired if the pain, after 
recovery from the anaesthesia, was usually greatest at 
the seat of the clamp. 

Dr. Wheeler replied that he had repeatedly found 
this to be the case. 

Dr. Warner thought that no more effect in producing 
shock could be attributed to an extra-peritoneal clamp 
than to an intra-peritoneal ligature. 

Dr. Both asked if shock was more frequent after ab- 
dominal than other capital operations. This might be 
the case in consequence of the greater risk of injuring 
the sympathetic nerve. 

The President considered Dr. Both's suggestion a 
very reasonable one. 
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Dr. Warner called attention to the bearing of Dr. 
Field's remarks concerning colic, diarrhoea, etc., upon 
this possibility. 

Dr. Storer related a ease of 

EXOISIOK OP THE CERVIX UTERI FOR EPITHELIOMA, 

': and exhibited the specimen, with diagrams illustrating 

( the different methods of performing this operation. 

I Mrs. , of North Bridgewater, had lately passed 

^ fifty. She had had one child many years since. Five 

years ago she had suffered from profuse menorrhagia. 
Dr. Storer was then called to her by her physician. Dr. 
\ Dean, at the suggestion of Dr. Gifford, of *East Stough- 

i ton, who was also present at the removal by Dr. S. of 

a wholly intra-uterine fibroid, the size of an orange. 
This was accomplished by the ecraseur, the uterus not 
being dragged down from its normal position. Conva- 
lescence was lingering, the patient's strength having 
been so much reduced before the operation. Some 
months ago, the general condition having been mean- 
while tolerably good, there commenced a recurrence of 
the hemorrhage. Dr. Dean was, however, unable to ob- 
tain an examination until very lately, when he found the 
cervix uteri largely occupied by a spongy, friable, den- 
dritic outgrowth, excessively hemorrhagic. 

Dr. Storer was summoned to see the patient on Nov. 
10th. He found it hnpossible to apply the ecraseur, or 
to steady the mass by forceps, on account of its very 
friable condition. Chlo?:oform being administered, he 
therefore amputated the cervix at the vaginal reflexion 
by stout right-angled scissors, purposely made for this 
Mnd of operation, guiding the blades by his finger. 
The hemorrhage was sufliciently profuse to require the 
actual cautery. Dry persulphate of iron was then ap- 
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plied to the whole surface of the wound, and the vagina 
was carefully packed with strips of cotton. During the 
twenty-four hours succeeding the operation there was 
a slight leaking of blood. Upon the second and third 
days there was much febrile excitement. Upon the 
fifth day, Dr. Dean reported the patient in a very satis- 
factory condition; the pulse eighty-four, soft and regu- 
lar. There had daily been slight nausea and occasional 
vomiting; this had now ceased. The urine was voided 
freely, and was nearly normal. The bowels had moved 
naturally. The abdomen was soft and not unusually 
distended. 

Dr. Storer called attention to the great similarity of 
the specimen exhibited to that figured by Simpson,* 
where the patient had survived for many years after 
the operation. His own experience had been, that after 
amputation of the cervix for epithelial disease, true car- 
cinoma is very apt to ensue, and within A very short 
time after the operation. In two instances only had he 
succeeded in preserving his patients for any considerable 
length of time. One of these was a patient, at Melrose, 
to whom he was called by Dr. Brown, of Stoneham; 
she finally died at Winthrop, under the care of Dr. 
Soule, with whom Dr. Storer saw her in consultation. 
A large part of the body of the uterus, in addition to 
the cervix, was here removed, the ecraseur cutting up- 
ward in a sharply curved line. For quite a number of 
months the cicatrix remained in a healthy condition, 
and then yielded to a condition of unequivocal can- 
cer. 

The second case was at the Franciscan Hospital, in 
Hanson Street, and a large portion of the uterus was 



• Obitetrio Memoin and Oontribations, Edinburgh edition, Vol. i., p. 165; Clinical Lm- 
tnres on DiseasM of Women, Ptiiladelphia, 1863, p. 75. 
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here removed, the ecraseur being again employed. The 
patient subsequently died at Charlestown, the disease 
having returned, despite attempts to keep up a healthy 
condition by the use of acid nitrate of mercury and sim- 
ilar agents. 

Dr. Storer thought that excision of the entire uterus for 
malignant disease could never succeed by an operation 
from^ below. It had repeatedly been attempted, but 
never successfully performed. It could hardly be jus- 
tified unless in cancer of the fundus alone, and then 
should be done by abdominal section. In other instan- 
ces, where the character of the case was undoubted, 
there was ordinarily implication of the surrounding tis- 
sues, and in operating it was almost impossible to avoid 
opening the bladder, rectum, or peritoneal cavity. 

Dr. Wheeler alluded to the diflTerence obtaining, with 
reference to a return, between epithelial disease of the 
uterus and other portions of the body, the lip, for in- 
stance, where relief by an operation was usually perma- 
nent. 

Dr. Bixby had seen Chassaignac, in instances where 
the uterus was not debarred by perimetritic infiltration 
from being dragged down prior to removal, prevent the 
stump from retracting until hemorrhage was checked, 
by transfixing it with a trocar. 

Dr. Storer stated that in some instances of 

INTRA-UTERINE EPITHELIAL DISEASE, 

attended by cerebriform vegetations, the disease could 
be checked by appropriate treatment, and perhaps en- 
tirely cured. He had at the present moment three 
marked cases in his mind, one of which was brought to 
him from Montreal, by Prof Howard, of the McGill 
University; a second by Dr. Deane, of Montague; and 
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ird came from Natick. Dr. S. exhibited microscopic 
wings from the masses removed by him in each of 
le three cases, the first having been sketched by Dr. 
n Homans, the second by the late Dr. Ropes, and 
third by Dr. Bixby. 

>r. Dutton asked if the nomenclature of these forms 
iterine disease was not at fault, cases ordinarily not 
ig considered epithelial, unless of the cervix. • 
)r. Storer thought that this was owing to the fact 
i the diseases of the cavity of the uterus were even 
r very seldom differentially diagnosticated during life. 
)r. Bixby exhibited a 

STEREOGRAPH OF VULVAL OUTGROWTHS, 

Bn by himself from a patient of Dr. Storer's, the 
5ase being probably malignant. The left nympha 



rerj much hypertrophied, and the entrance to the 
;ina is largely blocked by vegetations from the meatus 
I posterior fourchette. The question of a specific 



Digitized by 



Google 



J 



1870.] Proceedings of the Society. 283 

origin had suggested itself to Dr. S.; but the history 
of the case was against the supposition. It would be 
perceived that dothing could excel the sharpness and ^ 

accuracy of the representation. ^ 

The Secretary read a communication from Dr. Theo- : 

dore H. Jewett, of South Berwick, Me., it being the 
report of a case of 

UTERINB DISPLAOBMBNT MISTAKEN TOR LIVER DISEASE. 

[This paper was published in the Joonial of the Society for Febmary, 1870.] 

Dr. Storer also read letters he had received from Drs. 
Charles H. Porter, of Albany, and John D. Hopkini^, 
of Utica, N. Y., requesting information concerning 

THE CAUSATION OF SUDDEN DEATH DURING THE IN- 
DUCTION OF CRIMINAL ABORTION, 

and desired the assistance of members of the Society in 
elucidating the problem. 
The case instanced by Dr. Porter is as follows: — 
The deceased, a married woman, aged twenty-two, 
who had borne three children, went to the house of a 
notorious abortionist. When she left her home she was 
in her usual good health. One hour after entering the 
abortionist's house the neighbors were called in to the 
latter place by the accused, and found the deceased 
breathing her last. She lived but a few moments after 
their arrival. According to these witnesses, her face 
was at first pale but in a moment became dark, and con- 
tinued so aft;er death; but the doctor who made the post- 
mortem, two hours afterwards, observed no peculiarity 
in the appearance of the face, although he particularly 
looked at it during his examination. The heart was 
small, had thin, flaccid walls, and its cavities were en- 
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ly free from clots or liquid blood. Portions of the 
;ina were smeared with oil; mucus was exuding from 

OS uteri. An instrument had evidently passed 
3ugh the OS into the uterus, as its track .could be 
a upon the os and neck, which were slightly torn. 
3 decidua was lacerated at a little distance (half an 
li) above the neck, making an irregular opening in 
?\rhich could be penetrated by a probe for more than 
inch. Fully two square inches of the decidua (just 
ve the neck) in the posterior portion of the uterus, 
3 separated from the muscular portion of the uterine 
1. A fcBtus about five inches in length, with the 
nbranes unbroken, was found in the uterus. There 
; no satisfactory evidence of hemorrhage. 
!^he physician who made the examination stated that 
ere was some congestion about the base of the brain, 

th&t there were two ounces of bloody serum within 
cavity of the skull." This serum was not measured. 
5 other organs were healthy. 

As there was no evidence of air entering the veins," 
tes Dr. Porter, ^^I have thought it probable that 
th was owing to syncope, to great pain and shock, 
to all these causes combined. I would esteem it a 
at privilege to have your opinion as to the cause of 
th, so far as you feel inclined to give it, from the 
ve rather incomplete statement, which is all that I 
able to furnish; and also to have reference to analo- 
18 cases, or to any that have a bearing upon it I 

this latter information because, although the facts 
the case may stand out boldly, yet it is difficult to 
vict in prosecutions for manslaughter, where death 

been occasioned while attempting to procure abor- 
i, and juries are naturally more impressed with de- 
3 of cas^s of death from injuries similar to those 
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found on the body of the deceased, than with the 
tive opinions of the most positive witnesses.'' 

Dr. Storer thought that in the case reported, < 
had been owing to one of two causes, — shock, o 
entrance of air into the venous system. He enume] 
the symptoms usually attending this latter occurr 
previous to and after decease. Dr. S. called atte 
to the several monographs upon the subject ii 
English language, by John Reid,* Simpson,t £ 
burne, and Greene, J and read extracts from them \ 
nent to the case in hand. The enthusiasm displays 
the reporter of one of the instances recorded was 
remarkable. The late Dr. John C. Warren, of 
city, thus describes one of the pathognomonic s; 
toms: ^^The livid color of the cheeks gave place 
su£Fu6ion of vermilion red, and no glow in the c 
of a youthful beauty ever gave one so much pleasu 
that flush." 

Dr. Deering related a case that he had just seen,l 
ing, he thought, upon the subject under discussion 
lady, married for fifteen years, but without childrei 
fatigued while in this city at the Peace Jubilee 
June, and from this dated an illness for which he 
called to attend her upon Oct. 1st. Being very 
dent, she objected to an examination. From he; 
scription of the symptoms. Dr. D. supposed the cas< 
of vaginitis, and ordered water injections. To-dj 
was summoned to visit the patient, and at first, fror 
extreme agony, thought she must die. She was 
cramped, and had expulsive pains. The pallor 
changed to redness. She was taking a vaginal i 

* Physiologioaly Anatomioal, and Pathologioal Beeeftrohes, p. 639. 

f Obfltetrio Memoirs and Oontribations, American edition, vol. i., p. 719. 

% Amerioan Journal of the Medioal ScienoeSi January, 1864. 
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tion prior to the accession of the symptoms. Had there 
been rupture of a capillary and. entrance of air? 

Dr. Warner thought not. It seemed to him that some 
of the fluid had entered the uterine cavity, and thus 
produced the not very uncommon spasmodic attack, 
known as uterine colic. 

Dr. Deering desired to know whether, granting that 
this was the true explanation, the symptoms were owing 
to shock. 

Dr. Warner supposed it was rather a partially clonic 
and partially tonic contraction of the uterine muscular 
fibres. 

Dr. Wheeler referred to the cases of uterine colic 
mentioned by Dr. Marion Sims, and to his advice that 
vaginal douches should not be given unless the opening 
at the extremity of the syringe tube was closed, laterd 
streams being alone permitted. 

Dr. Warner related a case, occurring at the Charity 
Hospital of St. Louis, where a small quantity of water 
injected into the uterus occasioned immediate death. 
This result was evidently from shock. 

Dr. Field asked if the internal use of strong styptics, 
escharotics, etc., was ever followed by uterine colic. 
If not, why should injections of so bland a fluid as 
water? 

Dr. Warner replied that it was not always easy to 
explain facts, which were here as reported. 

Dr. Wheeler remarked that it seemed to afford but 
another instance of the peculiar character of the uterus, 
as to its behavior, and that it had its idiosyncrasies. It 
would bear the acid nitrate of mercury to its cavity 
without a murmur, but a few drops of water would 
throw it into convulsions. 

The President, Dr. Lewis, stated that he was present 
fifty years ago at the first operation ever reported where 
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death occurred from the entrance of air into the veins, 
it being performed at Paris by Dupuytren. 

Dr. Field asked if, in cases of uterine colic from in- 
jections, the symptoms were not produced by escape of 
the fluid through the Fallopian tubes into the abdominal 
cavity. 

Dr. Warner replied that the uterine contractions 
proved that this could not be the case. 

Dr. Storer called the attention of the Society to the 
case reported by a Corresponding Member, Dr. Hitch- 
cock, of Kalamazoo, Michigan,* where, during the in- 
duction of criminal abortion, air had been blown into 
the uterus for the purpose of detaching the membranes, 
and the victim instantly expired. Some of the remarks 
by Dr. Greene in his essay, already referred to, were of 
great gynaecological interest. They are as follows: — 

^ We come now to consider certain possibilities, more 
important even than those just recited; more important, 
because they come within the range of every physician's 
daily practice. We have seen that the injection of gas 
or liquids into the uterine cavity is attended with dan- 
ger, yet we have no doubt that both agents are still used 
for procuring uterine contractions, for the relief of pain, 
or as disiiifectants, without the slightest precaution. It 
is not long since Prof. Simpson, has discontinued and 
discouraged the actual injection of carbonic acid gas 
into the os uteri.f Two instances of sudden death dur- 
ing such injections are reported by Scanzoni. The one 
of which we have read the particulars X seems to us to 
point very clearly towards entrance of gas into the veins 
as the cause of death. 



* TranaaotioDi of the Amerioan Medioal Aasooiation, 1864, yoI. zt., p. 81. 
f Edinburgh Medical Joornal, Sept., 1861, and Amerioan Journal of the Medioal Soi- 
enees, Jan., 1862, p. 271. 
X British and Foreign Medioo-Chinirgical Reriew, toL zxnr., p. 274. 
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^Mr, James, of the City Lying-in Hospital, London, 
passes an elastic catheter through the os, between the 
uterine wall and the membranes to the extent of four or 
five inches, and injects cold water by means of an elas- 
tic bottle.* We can hardly conceive of a more danger- 
ous practice, at least in the hands of those unaccustomed 
to it, when we remember the ease with which a vein 
might be ruptured, and air admitted with the water, 
to say nothing of the injurious effect of water itself in 
the circulation. jE^of. Simpson himself was greafly 
alarmed, on one occasion, to see a patient faint under 
the use of Higginson's syringe, an effect which, he sug- 
gested, was probably due to some of the fluid (perhaps 
air) getting into the circ.ulation. 

"Dr. Robert Barnes states that several cases are 
known in which death has speedily followed the injec- 
tion of fluid into the non-pregnant uterus,t and says 
that, unless great care is taken, air is very apt to be 
thrown up with the water by any of the ordinary siphons 
or pumping syringes. He refers to a case reported by 
Dr. Guillier, J in which injections of water being ordered, 
to cleanse the vagina of a woman wearing a pessary, 
water mingled with dir was thrown into the uterus and 
forced through the Fallopian tubes into the peritoneal 
cavity; adding that it may be conjectured that air also 
found its way into the blood-vessels. Dr. H. R. Storer, 
of Boston, goes still further, and condemns, as we think 
very justly, the use of Keiller's caoutchouc air-dilators 
on the same ground. In an able paper, recently read by 
him before the Suffolk District Medical Society, upon 
Artificial Dilatation of the Cervix Uteri,§ he states that 



* Simpflon, loo. elt 

t TnmaMtions of the Obetetrioal Sooiety of London, 1861, p. 119. 

% Gftiette MedioAle, 1857. 

§ Boiton Medioal and Sorgioal Jonrnali July %, 1863, p. 431. 
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several case0 of death from the use of these means have 
occurred, and names the entrance of air into the vascu- 
lar system as the most probable explanation of this 
fatality. Dr. Storer informs us that he has always op- 
posed the use of any of the means by which this class 
of accidents is rendered possible, and he considers it 
one of the chief merits of his own method of dilatation,* 
that it places the occurrence of danger from this source 
out of the question. If it is urged that accidents, under 
such circumstances as we have alleged, must be so rare 
as not to deserve notice, since scarcely any are recorded, 
we point in answer to the fact that fifty years ago the 
possibility of accident from this cause, under any cir- 
cumstances, was not even suspected, while the first 
instance of the Mnd, occurring after parturition in the 
human species, was not noticed until several years aft;er 
Legallois and Olivier had suggested its possibility. If 
we are forewarned of the danger, it may serve not only 
to bring to light proofs of its reality which would oth- 
erwise have slept, but to preserve valuable lives which 
would otherwise be sacrificed; and it should be remem- 
bered that a single accident must weigh more in the 
affirmative than scores or even hundreds of fortunate 
cases could do in the negative." f 

Nominations were referred to the Committee upon 
Membership. 

Adjourned. 

• By intTA-vtorine water-bAgs, instead of air. Loo. oitat 
t Amcrioan Joanal of (he Medical SoienoeSy Jaii.| 1864, p. M. 
19 
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THE RELATIONS OF THE FEMALE SEXUAL ORGANS TO 
MENTAL DISEASE. 

Bt PtfOF. Louis Matbb, of Bbrlik. Tbanslatrd bt Qbobox U. bixbt, with 
K0TB8 bt Hobatio B. Stobbb. 

[Read Wore the SocUttf, Ma/reh 1, 1870.] 
I. 

With the present status of knowledge it is impossi- 
ble to fathom physiologically the intimate relations 
between cause and effect, except in comparatively few 
diseases, least of all in nervous and mental derange- 
ments. Hence it will not appear strange that no clear 
views or satisfactory explanation concerning the causal 
relation between mental and uterine disease have hith- 
erto* been reached. The exciting cause in the present 
state of our knowledge often remains undiscovered. If 
we take into consideration this fact, we shall find that 
the origin of the mental disturbances now under consid- 
eration, namely, disease of the female sexual organs, is 
combined in a most complicated manner with a great 
variety of exciting causes, inducing injury, either together 
or in succession, and finally producing the mental de- 
rangement. We shall find, also, a generally reliable 
presumption in regard to the existence of every form of 
mental affection, when there exists this predisposition to 
disease, whether physical or mental. Such is the fact, 
even in mild cases, says Virchow, where this predispo- 
sition is not incompatible with the continuance of local 

* In Tiew of the diversity of opinion that has existed in this ooontry oonoerning Dr. 
Storer's views^ upon the frequently reflex charaoter of Insanity in women, flrst promulgated 
in a series of articles in the ** Boston Medical and Surgical Journal," early in 1864, and since 
then before the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Medical Association, 
and elsewhere, their absolute and entire confimAtion by Prof. Mayer, in the Tolume of the 
Transactions of the Obstetrical Society of Berlin, for 1869, will be found very interesting. 
The subject itself is, in importance, second to none other in gynsBOology. We refer to it 
again in one of this month's editorials. 
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and general life, nor with a certain degree of health, 
but where it occasions debility and a greater suscepti- 
bility to other disturbances, and an increased difficulty 
of reaction under them. If we accept Virchow's view, 
that the previous condition of parts, or the whole, of the 
body, presupposing the existence of disease, must evi- 
dently depend upon a deviation, however slight, from 
their normal constitution, upon loose cohesion of their 
constituent particles, or upon the interrupted combina- 
tion of regressive matter, then, as far as the existence 
of the mind is concerned, this anterior state of the body 
is intelligible. It shows itself, however, both physically 
and mentally, in an abnormal susceptibility and tendency 
to become actual disease, whether congenital or heredi- 
tary, acquired from various influences, or strengthened 
and confirmed after birth, or at a later age. 

This predisposition to mental disorder is not a dis- 
ease of the mind, nor does it involve the necessity of 
becoming such. Still, the same influences which bring 
about, on the one hand, the mere predisposition, may, 
on the other, under certain circumstances, through this 
predisposition, lead to real disease. But while in these 
rare cases the originally predisposing causes become 
causae proximaB of the appearance of the disease, there 
is generally needed to produce these immediate causes 
the presence of some new and exciting influences, causae 
occasionales. No sharp line of distinction can be drawn 
between the predisposing and exciting influences. The 
latter may appear now as the predisposing, and now as 
the occasional, cause. But among the predisposing 
causes we find many which retain, either exclusively or 
preponderatingly, their predisposing character, such as 
climate, social condition, nationality, etc. 

The causes of. mental disease are divided, first, into 
those that are common to persons living under the same 
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or very similar circumstances, and such as affect single 
individuals; and, secondly, into mental and physical. 

These distinctions are not to be maintained too 
strictly; for instance, every mental cause of disease 
operates through changes in the physical system, and 
becomes then physical aJso, — and again, much depends, 
in cases where many individuals are liable to the same 
disease, upon this, namely, from what stand-point we 
view them; for example, whether we consider the cir- 
cumstances of bringing up, education, manner of living, 
religion, politics, etc. Besides, not unfrequently several 
of these characteristics are united to form a single cause. 
This is shown in the following groups: — 

I. Causes which act especially in communities, and are 
only predisposing, operating both mentally and physi- 
cally. Such are climatic, and local, political, and re- 
ligious surroundings, nationality, custom and fashion, 
degrees of civilization, moral condition, profession and 
calling, age and sex, domestic and dietetic relations. 

II. Causes acting especially on individuals; both 
mental and physical, and oftener predisposing than oc^ 
casional. Such are training and education, occupation, 
confinement, injurious habits, conjugal relations, family 
cares, sexual excesses, pregnancy, repeated births, child- 
bed, and lactation. 

ni. Mental causes affecting individuals; frequently 
occasional, though also predisposing, hereditary, and 
innate. Such are mental constitution, temperament, 
peculiarities of disposition, excessive mental labor, men- 
tal effects of a depressing character, as from care, pain, 
grief, fright, etc., and mental excitement of all kinds, 
as joy, anger, ambition, avarice, jealousy, etc. 

rV. Physical causes, affecting individuals. These are 
predisposing, as well as occasionaU They are diet, 
and bodily care, scanty nourishment, drunkenness, un- 
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cleanliness, insufficient exercise, bodily fatigue; all 
diseased conditions of the constitution, especially if in- 
nate, and predispositions to mental disease; all innate 
disturbances and abnormal developments, especially of 
the cerebro-spinal organs, as idiocy, cretinism, etc.; all 
acquired general chronic and acute disorders, as 
morbid conditions of the blood, irregularities of cir- 
culation, neurotic diseases, typhus and intermittent 
fever, acute rheumatism, etc.; constitutional syphilis, 
arthritis, chronic local affections, those of the nervous 
system, diseases of the heart and lungs, affections of the 
skin and kidneys, as well as of the whole abdominal re- 
gion; and, prominently among the latter, the diseases 
of the female sexual organs. 

There exists between the pathological condition of the 
female sexual organs and mental diseases numerous and 
varied causal relations, as is the case indeed with almost 
all superinduced physical causes, in individuals. They 
either confirm or aggravate the latent and hereditary 
condition, or first induce a certain predisposition, and 
then operate as causae occasionales; and that, too, either 
singly, or, as in most cases, in combination with other 
evils. To determine the concrete state of these etiologi- 
cal relations is not only of interest, pathologically, but is 
of especial practical importance, in so far as therapeutic 
indications depend upon them. It frequently presents, 
however, numerous insurmountable difficulties, because, 
as has been shown above, the exciting causes are in 
many cases not sufficiently indicated; and even where 
indicated, it often depends more or less on our subject- 
ive perception of them, how to determine their different 
relations to mental disease, as the immediate, or proxi- 
mate cause. Mistakes will the more readily occur the 
less carefully the antecedents of the individuals have 
been studied, and the less one strives to discover all the 
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evil influences, both general and special, at present or 
formerly existing, and the less an intimate knowledge 
of, and insight into, the entire physical condition, espe- 
cially that of the genital organs, have been acquired 
through the most exact methods of investigation. 

I will mention, besides the individual physical causes, 
several of those given in the second and third category, 
and especially mental constitution, inherited and ac- 
quired mental affections, also training, education, occu- 
pation, injurious habits, and conjugal affairs. One of the 
exciting causes, namely, the age of the female, possesses 
especial interest, since the sexual sphere of woman, in 
consequence of its own importance, and varying with 
the several periods of life, assumes no materially differ- 
ent condition from that of her mental affections. Hence, 
before touching upon the special sources of diseases of 
the genital organs in their relations to mental disturb- 
ances, I will speak (I.) of the influence of sexual ex- 
citements in childhood; (11.) of the disturbed uterine 
functions, as of menstruation, during sexual develop- 
ment; and (in.) of those of the climacteric. 

(^Tohe continued.) 

Note by Dr. Storer. — Six years ago last month, 
in 1864, 1 commenced in the ^^ Boston Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal '' a series of papers upon ^ the Medical 
Management of Insane Women,'' — a topic at that time 
practically new to the profession. Three chapters, out 
of a somewhat complete monograph upon the subject 
that I had blocked out, were published in the ^^ Journal'' 
referred to, namely, in the issues of April 7th, Oct. 13th, 
and Nov. 24:th, 1864. Its editors, Drs. Abbot and 
White, then permitted an anonymous attack upon my 
views to be inserted in their columns, purporting to be 
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written by an ex-superintendent of a New England 
asylum, but in reality from the pen of an underling at 
Northampton, who is now (1870) in charge of a large 
lunatic hospital at the West. I was refused my right, 
for I claimed it to be such, of stripping the mask from 
my false-tongued and cowardly assailant, and of brand- 
ing the equfdly dastardly discourtesy of the conductors 
of the ^^ Journal.'' This repeated insult compelled a dis- 
continuance of the contributions, for which, during the 
ten years previous, I had repeatedly been solicited, and 
since that time I have been practically shut off, till now, 
from my brethren in New England; if reaching them 
at all, it being as a cosmopolite, and not as a Bostonian. 
There is many a practitioner in these States who has 
told me that he had been given to understand by inter- 
ested parties, naming them, that my protracted silence 
has been from fault or pusillanimity of my own. I 
have, however, only been biding my time, and it has at 
last arrived. 

Prof. Mayer's memoir, it is unnecessary to say to 
those who are familiar with his reputation as a gynae- 
cologist, will be found to explain much that is still ob- 
scure to the mass of the profession, and to point out a 
great deal that to most physicians will be new. He has 
completed the work that I showed, in my Report to the 
American Medical Association in 1865, as Chairman of 
its Standing Committee on Insanity,* still remained to 
be accomplished. I myself was prevented by ill health 
from doing more than to present an outline of the task. 
It will be perceived, as the successive chapters of this 



• * The OMiflationy Coune, and Rational Treatment of 'Insanity in Women; a Gynadoist's 
Views thereof! TranaactionB of the Amerioan Medical Assooiation, 1865. By express per- 
mission of the Association, a reprint of this Report will soon be published by Lee k Shepard, 
of Boston. 
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translation appear, how closely my own foreshadowing 
has been followed. 

At the present moment I may be permitted, by repro- 
ducing a portion of my own remarks upon this subject 
m 1864, to show to the many readers of this Journal 
in Europe that here, as in so many other matters of 
gynsBcological interest, our country has taken prece- 
dence. The present extracts will be from the first of 
my articles, to which reference has been made, in the 
^^ Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.'' They were 
presented, in connection with a case of suicide during 
the catamenial molimen, and with reference to its 
medico-legal bearing, to the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, in February, 1864. 

There were two points, I said, presented by that his- 
tory that were of decided importance, both scientific and 
practical. 

^' I. The suicidal impulse reached its maximum and became effectiYe 
at the catamenial period ; and, II., as has been frequently noticed in 
insanity by those more especially charged with its management, there 
was a peculiar and excessive tolerance or non-perception of pain, which 
permitted the patient to saw her arm open and to cut eleven separate 
gashes upon the throat, without the occurrence of a groan, or a 
struggle, or the deviation by a hair's-breadth from her pre-deter- 
mined purpose. Upon such a supposition, and such only, can we ac- 
count for many occurrences, otherwise inexplicable, among the insane ; 
such as the discovery after death of fractures and dislocations, as of 
ribs, etc., which had not been suspected during life, and from which 
there had been neither complaint nor the ordinary physical signs of 
suffering.* 

'' The existence of these facts I have long been inclined to suspect. 
They have but received confirmation from the singular opportunities 
of observation of late afforded me as one of the State Commissioners 
in Insanity, and I tceely acknowledge my great obligation to the 

* ThiB Utenoy or rappresaion of the pbyaioal signs of saffering and diBOMo in the inmoA 
hM been very thoroughly studied, and demonstrated in a long series of post-mortem exami- 
nations, by my friend, Dr. Workman, of Toronto, Superintendent of the Upper Canada Ln- 
natio Asylum. — American Journal of Insanity, April, 1862^ p. 349, etc (1864.) 
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officers of many insane asyloms, not in our own Commonwealth 
merely, for ready assistance in these investigations and for intelli- 
gent coonsel. 

*^ As one of the results attained, I think I may enumerate the follow- 
ing as general laws. They are of especial interest to the gynsecolo- 
gist as opening up to him a fruitful and comparatively untrodden 
field of practice ; and are also of exceeding importance to the medi- 
cal jurist, and to all others interested in the workings of criminal law. 
So far as I am aware, and I speak from somewhat extended famili- 
arity with the writings of alienists, the ground they cover has as yet 
been but very imperfectly defined. 

*' 1. In women of insane tendency, accidental or by inheritance, the 
access of insanity, its increase and its results, are more likely to 
occur at times of uterine or ovarian excitement, whether periodical 
and normal, or from disease. Just as we constantly see hysteria more 
or less marked, at such times, we occasionally find the mental irrita- 
tion so great as to constitute actual alienation, whether as mania, 
monomania, melancholia, or the so-called moral insanity. 

** 2. In women, mental derangement, even of extreme character, is 
very commonly the consequence of uterine or ovarian derangement, 
however trifling ; occurring at puberty, at the grand climacteric, or 
at any point between them — during virginity, during gestation, dur- 
ing or after labor or during lactation — from excessive sexual gratifi- 
cation or excessive sexual abstinence, from self-abuse, from organic 
or functional local lesion.* 

*' 3. So large a proportion of the mental derangements of women 
being sympathetic and reflex, and referable to local derangements, 
herein differing from what obtains in men, where insanity is more fre- 
quently of centric and cerebral origin, there is decided indication for 
local curative treatment much oftener than it is now resorted to in 
cases of insane women, either at asylums or in private practice.f 

* The aboye facts being true, it may well be asked, as has already been done by Sedg- 
wick in the case of a pregnant woman (" Psychological Joomal,'' Oct., 1863, p. 694), whether 
the legal responsibility of women at the physiological epoch, and daring the local derange- 
ments I have jost mentioned, should properly be considered as entire and unabated. We 
men, fortunately spared, in our own persons, experience of the extreme and almost bound- 
less reflex phenomena that they present, may well grant them at such times some immuni^ 
from the extreme punishments otherwise required by yiolated law. (1864.) 

"f To rarious obstacles that have always existed, and to a certain extent must neoessarily 
do so, preventing superintendents from using with their female patients, upon their own 
responsibility, methods of treatment that they would otherwise gladly carry out, I may 
more fully allude in a subsequent communication. The Commissioners of Insanity have 
endeavored, in their late report to the Legislature, partially to obviate these difficulties, by 
reoommending that the trustees of the State hospitals be empowered to appoint to oa«h a 
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'^ Some special points regarding the insanity of women have, it is 
true, been very thoroughly worked up, perh^s time and again, as in 
the instance of puerperal mania, which, though in itself so impor- 
tant, is, however, but a single division, and comparatively a very 
trifling one, of that great subject to which I would call attention. I 
have hardly found in general treatises upon insanity, or in the inter- 
esting monographs with which the periodicals devoted to this spe- 
cialty abound, more than a hint,* scarcely even that, of the dogmata 
to which I have been compelled by long and careful observation of 
sick women. In support of this statement, and as but a single in- 
stance of the very many which I could adduce, I will refer to the long 
and otherwise complete essay upon 'Woman in her Psychological 
Relations,* by Dr. Forbes Winslow, in his 'Psychological Journal* 
for January, 1851. Even Dr. Isaac Ray, of Providence, confessedly 
expertiBsimus experHum^ to whom I am indebted for very interesting 
personal demonstrations of many points connected with the manage- 
ment of the insane, — even this gentleman, in his late thoughtful and 
exhaustive treatise upon Mental Hygiene, whilp acknowledging the 
immense frequency of ill health among American women, and its 
evident connection with insanity, seeks to explain both these results, 
almost exclusively, by overwork,t necessary in the poor, self-imposed 
in the wealthy, — overlooking or ignoring the great causes lying be- 
neath overwork, upon which I would lay such stress. Some of these 
causes I have already called by name ; but it would be indeed false 
delicacy and actual cowardice not to hold up as chief among all the 
predisposing and effective causes of uterine ill health among us here 
in New England, the so frequent induction of criminal abortion, the 
so frequent intentional prevention of impregnation, by women, mar- 
ried and unmarried, who have been exposed to its occurrence.J 



board of oonBalting phyrioians, who may be oaUed upon at iho diaorotion of tho snperin- 
tendont (1864.) 

* I would again, in ibis connection, call attention to the carefol examinationa and aoate 
Boggestions of Dr. Workman, of Toronto, who has been much nearer appreciating the truth 
in this matter, it would aeem, than any other of our American observers; " Amer. Journal 
of Insanity," July, 1858, pp. 19, 23, and July, 1859, p. 8; Report of " Provincial Asylum," 
1860; ''Amer. Joum. of the Med. Sciences," April, 1863, p. 437. BuclLnill has incidentally 
alluded to these lesions as causative of insanity in women, in his paper upon the " Pathology 
of Insanity," reprinted in the " Utioa Journal" for April, 1858, p. 363 ; as has also Robinson, 
of Oateshead, in his work upon the '< Prevention and Treatment of Mental Disorders," p. 
116. The above remarks that I have made apply more especially to thoee charged with the 
oare of the insane; on the other hand, some obstetricians, as Goooh, Tilt, and others, have 
long had suspicion of the causes actually at work. (1864.) 

t « Mental Hygiene," by I. Ray, M. D., pp. 54 and 293. Boston: Tioknor h Fields, 1863. 

% The above views, expressed in 1864, will be found fully cooflrmed by Bergeret in hia 
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" It has often been stated that her sex did not have anything to do 
with the causation and development of insanity in woman. These 
loose assertions have generally been based upon statistics drawn 
from the number of admissions to lunatic asylums, or from, the rela- 
tive proportions of the insane given from the census, which for obvi- 
ous reasons are not to be relied upon as the basis of a general argu- 
ment. 

'^ To the above deductions, I may add the following : that in medico- 
l^al investigations, whether they are coroners' inquests, trials for 
homicide, or for the abuse of insane patients in confinement, it must 
not be forgotten that the insane, so far as regards matters of sen- 
sation, whether as to effects from wounds or from acute or chronic 
disease, are not to be judged by the ordinary physiological laws. 

^' This last statement must not be regarded by superintendents as a 
two-edged sword ; for while, no doubt, it may admit a more frequent 
possibility of accident during measures of needful restraint, however 
slight, than has been generally acknowledged, and would invite 
greater and more constant precaution upon their part against such 
mischance, it will also relieve them from any suspicion or unfounded 
odium that may have existed, implying unnecessary violence, care* 
lessness of observation, or general neglect of patients by hospital 
attendants and employees. 

^^ The occurrence of the sensational torpor which I have now de- 
scribed, and of whose existence among the insane too many instances 
have been reported to allow a doubt, although its value may have 
been misunderstood at the time, or but partially appreciated, is the 
more interesting as tending to throw light upon one of those tremen- 
dous charges just made against the officers of private lunatic asylums 
by Charles Reade, in his late novel entitled ' Very Hard Cash.' It 
is there asserted that, in England, during the struggles which are apt 
to occur even in the best regulated asylums, with cases of furious 
mania, the keepers are in the habit, after having thrown the patient, 
of disabling him by trampling upon his body with their knees, during 
which procedure, ribs, it is said, may be fractured, without external 
or other sign of violence. The frequency, in Great Britain, of such 
results, in some way or another induced, is shown by a reference to 
even the very last of the reports of the English Commissioners in 
Lunacy. To give to such possibility its full and indeed only expla- 
nation, the theory must be accepted that has just been advanced.* 

work, D«t FraadM dans l^aooompliasement des Ponotions G^o^ratrioes; a translation of 
which has just appeared, April, 1870, published by Tarner A Mignard of New York. 

* This matter has now (1870) assumed a very great importanoe. Mr. Reade, in a letter 
dated Jan. 17, and published in ihe *^ Pall Mall Qazette,'* offered a reward of one hundred 
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In public asylams, where, it is almost unnecessary to say, abuses of 
the kind referred to can hardly take place, instances of latent fVao- 
ture or other surgical lesion, save firom self-injury, are comparatiyely 
rare. 

^' Whether this physical anaesthesia is more common with women 
than with men, and to what extent its occurrence may explain the so 
f^quent desire among the insane to mutilate and otherwise injure them- 
selves, are subjects that as yet seem to have been entirely uninvesti- 
gated. Of its occurrence I have seen some remarkable examples, 
and others have been reported to me by my ftriends in this specialty. 
Dr. Ray, for instance, was kind enough to point out to me a case 
under his charge at the Butler Hospital, where the patient was in the 
constant habit of biting her own arms, so that they had become, from 
long injury of this kind, almost elephantiatic in appearance. Dr. 
Walker, again, of the City Asylum at South Boston, has commnni- 
cated to me another case where the girl gnawed away and almost 
devoured her lower lip ; a third, where the patient ripped up her own 
abdomen, as in the Japanese haro-kari ; and a fourth, where pins 
were thrust into the eyeballs, — in each instance without the sligtitest 
manifestation of physical pain. 

^^ Upon the other subject to which I have called attention, thecansa- 
tion of insanity in women, I wish to be distinctly understood. It 
has been stated by my friend. Dr. Edward Jarvis, whose long expe- 
rience both as an expert in insanity and as a statistician, renders him 
most competent to judge, that mental alienation, as an abstract oc- 
currence, is more common among men than in women, in consequence 
of the greater exposure to innumerable exciting causes, more espe- 
cially of a mental nature, to which men are liable. That this may 
be true, I do not at present deny, and would add to the reasons al- 
leged by Dr. Jarvis in support of his theory two others ; namely, 
the preponderance of male births that generally obtains, even though 
this is kept down to a certain extent by the other of the influences to 
which I refer, the increased compression to which the head of the 
male child, from its larger average diameter, is subjected during la- 
bor, — the results of this compression being seen not merely in a pro- 
portionate excess in males of still-births, and of convulsive diseases 

pounds for OTidenoe Ui*t would oonyiet bnital attenduiU in a coort of law. He tenely i«i- 
■oned as follows: — 

''First, it is the sore sign of a fool to aooept an inadequate solution of ondooiable 
ftots. 

"Seoondly, to adranoe an inadequate solution of facts so indisputable as twelve brokeo 
ribs, is a sign either of guilt or guilty connivance." 

Mr. Reade's oifer has already resulted in the conviction of two hospital attendants. 
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during infancy, but, in certain cases, of irritability of the brain in 
after-life. These cases, however, are probably more than balanced 
by an intrinsic and ante-natal irritability of the nervous system gen- 
erally in the female. 

^^ Nevertheless, the point to which I have now alluded being for the 
present conceded, my own is a very different one, and not at all con- 
flicting with it. I hold that, be the cases of insanity in females more 
or less in number, they are in great measure of reflex character, 
their exciting cause capable of being localized, and therefore^ in a 
large proportion of cases, of being removed by treatment. In this 
connection, I am of decided opinion that were the post-mortem exr 
aminations of the insane, now on record, to be carelhlly collected 
and tabulated, on the large scale, and without regard to the special 
purposes for which they may have been reported, it would be found, 
due regard being had to the restrictions below stated, — 

*^ 1. That organic cerebral disease is far less common in insane fe- 
males than in insane males. 

'* 2. That organic uterine or ovarian disease exists very much more 
frequently in these cases than has been supposed. And, — 

^^ 3. That where this is absent, and functional uterine or ovarian 
disturbance is inquired for, it will very constantly be found to exist. 
The only error hitherto having been that these, when detected, have 
been supposed the consequence of the cerebral disturbance, rather 
than, as is proved to us by every-day practice, the exciting cause. 

•" The faulty way in which a very large part of the published autop- 
sies of insane patients have been reported cannot fail to strike the 
meet superficial observer. Search seems generally directed only 
towards the brain, all lesions there found being considered of neces- 
sarily primary character, the abdominal viscera being either not ex- 
amined or the result of such examination being left unstated ; so that 
such examinations, which constitute the larger portion of those pub- 
lished, must be thrown aside in the present inquiry. They are worse 
than useless ; they afford no evidence whatever of any practical value, 
either positive or negative, and are merely instances of neglected 
opportunity. 

*^ It would be easy for me to prove these, as all other statements 
that I have made in this communication, to the most rigid demonstra- 
tion. I shall content myself, however, by a single sentence from a 
paper upon the morbid anatomy of the brain in insanity, by a late 
demonstrator of anatomy at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Mr. Holmes 
Coote, of London. It is the more strikingly appropriate £ix)m having 
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been written without any appreciation of the importance of the facts 
to which I have called attention. 

'' ' Many who have professed familiarity with these sabjects haye 
asserted that the morbid appearances found in the bodies of the in- 
sane were unworthy of record ; they should rather have .confessed 
that they were unable to appreciate their value. With the more 
thorough and complete investigation of these matters, we may hope 
eventually to arrive at some correct views as to the nature of those 
laws, the transgression of which leads to sensorial disturbance, bat 
no approach to the truth can be made, except through the portal of 
morbid anatomy, which has revealed this important fact, that the 
record of post-mortem examinations, as preserved in an asylum for 
the insane, differs in most striking and essential particulars fh>m that 
preserved in a general public hospital.' * 

^^ In claiming for insanity in women a more frequent origin from 
uterine disturbance than has been hitherto recognized, I trust that 
no one will be careless enough to suppose that I consider uterine 
lesion must necessarily be followed or accompanied by mental de- 
rangement. Such a statement would of course be absurd, just as on 
the other hand it would be for a general pathologist, who had had lit- 
tle or no experience in examining the insane, to deny in such cases 
the existence of the connection to which I have called attention. 

" Nor should it be forgotten, as seems to have been done by many 
physicians with whom I have conversed upon this subject, that the 
term insanity does not necessarily imply a state of fhrious mania, 
with symptoms of cerebral inflammation, which indeed I am inclined 
to think is rarer in females than in men, as certainly it should be in 
case my views are correct. We should find, as I think we do find, 
cerebral inflammation rare in women, cerebral irritation common^ It 
is the experience of all who have much to do with sick women, that 
many of their mental attacks are periodical, coincident with the men- 
strual molimen, — a class which I would distinguish by the term cata- 
menlal mania, just as that occurring at chUdbirth has been termed 
puerperal. It is comparatively seldom, for several reasons, that these 
cases are sent to an asylum, even when the mental disturbance is ex- 
treme, unless it is accompanied by a tendency to suicide. Who is 
not familiar with the varied phases of despondency, jealousy, erotic 
desire, the habits of lying, stealing, and other deceit, etc., at 
these and other times displayed by* women who are called and treated 
as merely nervous, only through mistaken pity or a desire to shield 

• Journal of Pqrohologioal Medicine, Vol. it., p. 384. 
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tbcir fHends. Such cases, if judged by the rales so rigidly applied 
to the actions of men, woald fill far more asylams than now exist. 
They are cases which prove the truth of my theory. 

^^ I have already referred to the opinion entertained by one eminent 
writer, Dr. Ray, as to the general exciting cause of insanity in 
women. In a stilllater publication than his ^ Mental Hj-giene,' although 
that is yet hardly dry ftom the press, he has expressed himself more 
broadly, and I think, far more pertinently. I now refer to his late 
Annaal Report of the Butler Hospital for 1864. Dr. Ray here enters 
deeply into the general question of the causation of insanity, and with- 
out hinting at the possible existence of the great laws I would now es- 
tablish, attributes to insanity an almost necessarily hereditary origin. 
* The course of our inquiry,' he avers, Meads us to this conclusion, 
that in the production of insanity there is generally the concurrence 
of two classes of agencies, one consisting in some congenital imper- 
fection of the brain, and the other in accidental outward events. I 
do not say that mental disease is never produced by the latter class 
of agencies exclusively. The present limited state of our knowledge 
forbids so sweeping a conclusion. Cases sometimes occur where the 
closest investigation discloses, apparently, no cause of cerebral dis- 
order within the patient himself. There is good reason to believe 
that the number of such cases would be lessened by a deeper insight 
icto the inner life and a minuter knowledge of those organic move- 
ments which lead to disease.' * 

" The two last sentences now quoted, as appl3ring more especially to 
women, I accept most fully, in all their meaning, giving to them a 
&r deeper signification than was intended or even probably thought 
possible by Dr. Ray. The number of so-called unaccountable cases, 
now existing in our insane asylums, and yearly tabulated in the sta- 
tistics of their reports as fh>m an unknown cause, those mentioned as 
disappointed ambition, — I am now quoting from a table in one of the 
very last of the asylum reports I have received, — unrequited affec- 
tion, maternal anxiety, religious excitement, domestic affliction, de- 
spondency, hysteria, ill-health, or even as epilepsy, which in so many 
instances is but a symptom of some or another local disorder, would 
indeed ^ be lessened by a deeper insight into the inner life and a 
minuter knowledge of those organic movements which lead to dis- 
ease.' 

^* Like Dr. Ray, I would acknowledge two great classes of agencies 
in the causation of insanity in woman. The one, a congenital, or, as 

•Loo. dt, p. 30. 
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lave called it, ante-natal tendency to functional excitement or even 
iturbance of the brain upon certain local developments, excitements, 
disorders, — a tendency innate and pecaliar to her sex, though 
en latent and unrecognized through life, — and yet perhaps giving 
her that excessive emotional impressibility which, within its nor* 
\ bounds, is her peculiar attribute and charm. The other, not 
ndental, outward events, — not hard work, nor domestic trouble, 
>ugh I would by no means ignore the occasional occurrence of these 
1 many similar agencies as correlative or even efficient exciting 
ises, — but the possession of an inner mechanism, a central force, 
mnd which all her other systems and functions turn, and to which 
iy are in reality, to a certain extent, but subsidiary, — so subtle 
1 so easily disarranged by even slight external causes, that the 
J wonder is not that so many women are invalid, but that any are 
11. ' Propter uterum* said Van Helmont, ' est mvlierJ I would 
b so far commit myself as to accept his statement in all its bearings, 
b I have no hesitation in averring that in the uterus we shall find 
\ key to many a case of mental malady, a most efficient ^ cause of 
ebral disorder within the patient (her)self.' 
' These several points I commend to the close scrutiny, confirmatory 
contradictory, both of the profession at large, and of the specialty 
iroted to the study of the insane. I think I am already sure of the 
>port of the latter ; I have little doubt that the former also will, 
on investigation, as heartily acquiesce in the acceptance and 
aeral adoption of my formulce."* 



IRONIC INVERSION OF THE UTERUS AS GROUND 
FOR A SUIT FOR MALPRACTICE.. 

[CoiW M wicoled to the Soctd^, and read FA, \&, 1870.] 
Bt Obo. E. Brxckbtt, Augusta, Mb, - 

Mrs. a., of Windsor, twenty-two years of age, was 
nfined on the 18th of June, 1867, with her first child, 
r. Bolster, of China, who was in attendance, states 
at after the delivery of the child, there came an alarm- 
g hemorrhage; he at once introduced his hand into 

• Boston Medical and Sorgioal Joumal, April 7, 18M. 
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the uterus, producing contraction of the organ, and 
pulsion of. the after-birth, with entire cessation of 
flooding. He left her in the morning every way ci 
fortable, and went to Portland to attend the "S 
Medical Association,'' and' did not see her aft;erwia] 
in the course of the day she made frequent and str 
ing efforts to pass urine, without avail; sent out 
town for a physician, who emptied the bladder t 
temporary relief. The second day, she seijt for 
Tibbetts, of China, who continued in attendance for 
years. On the third day, after labor, she had se^ 
expulsive pains, and passed half a chamber-full of cl 
had no urinary trouble after. 

In June, 1869, I was called in to see the case 
was passing by, — made a hasty examination, and fo 
what I supposed to be a polypus; told the fami 
would come arx)und in a week and remove it. Acc< 
ingly, at the end of the week, in company with 
Wel3ster, of the Military Asylum, apd Dr. Nutting 
Hallowell, I proceeded to fidfil my engagement, 
fore getting ready to operate, I made a thorough 
careful examination of the case, and found it to be 
version of the uterus, instead of polypus. At this 1 
the patient was very feeble; she had been confincii 
her room and bed most of the time for two years, 
ing more or less blood every day; she was extrei 
emaciated, skin bloodless, ears waxen, nose pine 
tongue like boiled tripe, unable to move without si 
ness of breath, fainting, and vomiting. 

I had her removed on a bed in an easy carriag 
Augusta, where I could see her oftener. I commei 
at once to give her tinct. Ferri. Chlor. with brandy 
milk; at the end of a week etherized her, and attemj 
to re-invert the uterus by introducing the hand into 
vagina, grasping the organ, compressing and moul< 
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it, ''indenting the right comer with the thumb of the 
left hand, the fingers compressing the opposite side," 
without avail. I frequently repeated the operation, in- 
serting each time an India-rubber air pessary, for two 
or three weeks. Finding all efforts at re-inversion ub- 
availing, I put a ligature around the pedicle and tight- 
ened it £5pom day tp day; it came off on the tenth day. 
There was no hemorrhage after the application of the 
ligature; no severe pain, no constitutional shock; after 
the separation everything went on favorably; at the 
end of eight weeks the patient rode home, twelve miles, 
in an old-fashioned country wagon, without any incon- 
venience; is now fleshy and well. 

I have stated that Dr. Bolster attended her when she 
was confined; that she had alarming hemorrhage; that 
he introduced his hand into the uterus, producing con- 
traction and expulsion of the placenta, with cessation 
of the flooding; that he did not see her afterwards; 
that Dr. Tibbetts Was called the second or third day, and 
attended her for two years; that on the third day she 
had severe expulsion pains, and passed half a pot-full 
of clots. 

Now, then, when did the inversion occur? Mr. A. 
has commenced an action for malpractice, claiming 
large damages against Dr. Bolster, alleging, that by his 
carelessness the uterus was inverted at the time of the 
delivery of the placenta; the other doctor asserting that 
it must have been so, although during two years' attend- 
ance he did not ascertain the fact even that the uterus 
was inverted. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

In aooobdanob with its authob^s BviDEirr de- | 

SIEB, we call attention to the extraordinary pamphlet /^ 

prepared by Dr. Charles Edward Buckingham, and f /^ 

printed by Alfred Mudge & Son, of this city. 

Though a little affair of only twenty-nine pages, 
every copy has a duplicate title-leaf, reiterating the 
fact that the author is the Professor of Midwifery and 
Medical Jurisprudence in Harvard College; the verbi- " ;^ 

age being through no fault of the printer, but, as will 
appear, it is one of a series of shallow artifices towards 
accomplishing a certain end. We are told upon three 
consecutive pages, that ^ for the benefit of the medical 
profession,'' rather than as an impotent attempt to warp 
public opinion, in anticipation of an expected and 
degrading exposure, this cruel outrage upon the grief 
of heartrbroken mourners has been committed. What 
else, however, could have been expected from one who 
could say to a dying mother, that the child which she had 
feared all through her pregnancy might prove deformed, 
was, though perfect, a frightful thing, ^ half horse, half 
alligator! '' to use his own elegant bar-room language? 

The presumption is always against a person who thus 
puts himself upon his defence in print before a public 
charge or attack has been made. Dr. Buckingham's 
flight when no man pursueth is, he says, because of ^ a 
fatal case of placenta proevia (sic) ." * It will appear from 
the investigation that is now invited, whether the diag- 
nosis was a correct one, and whether the nomenclature 
adopted is not an intentional blind. There is no men- 

* The wrong diphthong U mad in throe plaoea in the pwnphlet, and they are the only 
ones in whioh the ahoro word ooonrs. Dr. B; is » printer's son, aoqnainted with proof- 
reading; the error therefore can hardly be a typographical one. Trifle as it is, there are 
those who will consider it as in evidence regarding the fitneM of the incumbent for his pro- 
fesior'iehair. 
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n of any considerable loss of blood previous to the 
ced delivery that was made; there was flooding after 
uncontrolled by the measures resorted to; and so far 
concerns the woman's death, it was evidently, as ap- 
irs from the correspondence published by Dr. Buck- 
jham, from post-partum hemorrhage, 
rhe case appears to have been briefly this: Dr. Per- 
is, a member of the GynsBCological Society, had been 
^aged to attend Mrs. Darwin Barnard in her first 
afinement, but was prevented by illness. At this 
Qtleman's suggestion, upon the ground that his posi- 
n at the college guaranteed his competence. Dr. Buck- 
jham was employed, and carried with him, for com- 
aionship's sake, a very estimable young physician, Dr. 
^an.* For some reason or another, as yet not evident, 
J natural process of labor was artificially interfered 
th, the delivery was manually hurried, and hemor- 
ige ensued. From this point, as appears by the pub- 
led defence, there is a conflict of testimony. It is 
3ge4 by Dr. B. that ^ from the beginning of the at- 
Ldance until after death took place, there was no time 
len one or two of the physicians was not compressing 
\ uterus; '' and, upon the other hand, it is stated by 
ire than one at least as credible witness,t that this 
s not the case, and that even the most ordinary meas- 
es for the arrest of perfectly evident puerperal hem- 
hage were not resorted to. 

[t is absurd to undertake to assert that the death was 
ised by '' general shock to the nervous system from 
endance by one unknown to the patient up to the 

Aiter matters baoune daspeimte^ there was sent for, by Dr. Buokingham, not Dr. 
lair, or Reynolds, or Minot, or Read, or Martin, or any other of thoee most eminent 
for their skill in obstetrios, but a gentleman whom some call, wrongly no doubt, the 
ical Soeptio, to whom homoeopathy and the let-alone treatment in this oountry owe 
\ even than to Jaoob Bigelow or Olirer W. Holmes. He arrived in time to tee the 
mt breathe her last 
Pta^hlet, page 15. 
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hour of labor, and who was obliged to announce to her 
the danger of her symptoms and the necessity of inter- 
ference.^* This would only be an argument against 
the employment by any new patient of a physician whose 
presence is so depressing. 

It is charged by the husband, in a letter to Dr. Buck- 
ingham, that the death was from ^^ neglect or malprac- 
tice '' at his hands. This letter is published by Dr. B. 
himself,t and he cannot, therefore, complain if it is 
commented upon by members of the profession. All 
the answer to it that he has thus far made is to throw 
himself upon his dignity as a Professor in Harvard Col- 
lege'. ^I believe," he says, ^Hhat my position in the 
profession is sufficient, of itself, to allow me to judge 
what is to be the proper treatment of a patient in labor, 
under any circumstances, and with any complica- 
tion.'' :t 

The position of the self-accused, to which he himself 

directs attention, and the influence, for good or for bad, 
that he necessarily exerts upon the young men with 
whose education in midwifery he is at present entrusted, 
demand that the truth or falsity of his statements should 
be made publicly manifest. Dr. Buckingham's peace 
of mind, so far as not destroyed by himself, should be 
restored, if his conduct of the case was correct; and if 
not, he has himself taken the most effifient means, as the 
husband so well expresses it, 'Ho save others from a 
similar fate." § As a teacher of medical jurisprudence, 
he is aware that sometimes ^ ignorance in a physician is 
no less culpable than crime." 

Mr. Barnard states, what is undoubtedly the truth, 
that his suspicions of what Dr. Buckingham calls ^ mal- 

* Pamphlet, p. 8. t Lector No. t., punphlet, p. 10. 

% PtunpUety p.7. § Letter No. tui., pamphlet^ p. 2L 
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practice '' * were first aroused by the inquiries of sym- 
pathizing non-professional friends.f The unfortunate 
attendant, conscious that there were physicians in this 
city towards whom his own conduct had not always 
been that of a high-minded and honorable gentleman, 
asserts that there mvst have been some covert action by 
one of these, and he undertakes to conceal himself be- 
neath a series of letters from the one of them all whom 
he most justly feared, his predecessor iij the obstetrical 
chair, although that gentleman states distinctly that 
when called upon by Mr. Barnard, after his suspicions 
had been aroused, he had " most religiously avoided ^ 
giving any opinion that could injure Dr. Buckingham.^ 

These letters of the senior Dr. Storer, written by him 
as to a friend, at Dr. Buckingham's own solicitation, 
and under the impression that they were to be consid- 
ered as private, have now been published. They were 
evidently obtained, not as Drr B. says, for the purpose of 
holding their writer ^ responsible '^ for his opinion,§ but 
with the deliberate intent of employing them as a shield. 
They will prove, however. Dr. Buckingham's profes- 
sional ruin. Either he or his correspondent deliberately 
lies. Which of them it is, those who know the par- 
ties will easily decide. A comparison of the following 
allegations, taken in connection with the indignant lan- 
guage in which the latter of them is couched, will settle 
the question. 

I. ^ Whereas no one, except myself and the medical 
gentlemen who were with me, knows what the treat- 
ment was, further than that no ice was used; of course, 
no one except ourselves can tell whether the treatment 
was correct or not.'' (Dr. Buckingham.) || 

• Pftmphlet» p. 10. t Ibid., pp. 5 and 15. 

X Letter No. xir. § Pamphlet, p. i. 

I n»id., p. i. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1870.] Editorial NoUs. 311 

n. ^Dear Sir: I am not a little surprised that you 
should say ' you had given me no account of the treat- 
ment! ' If you had not done so, how could I say ^ I 
thought you had discharged your duty^? You must 
excuse me from hearing any more upon this subject.. 

*^ Respectfully, 

^^D. H. Stobek;'* 

There are many other points to which we might 
justly call attention, but enough has been said to show 
the necessity, whether other measures are taken or no, 
of an immediate and thorough investigation of the whole 
matter by the Faculty of the Medical College. Their 
colleague has now gone too far for them to decline this 
action. He has mdeed practically demanded it. And let 
them take very good care that they do not, by any of 
the means so well known to them, undertake to stifle 
the inquiry .f With the Webster case not yet forgotten, 
and with their, part in the Ellis controversy, that a sin- 
gle word may open again with all its terrible questions, 
as yet unatoned for, they will hardly dare to avoid the 
present issue. They have only themselves, however, 
to blame. It would not have come to them had they 
chosen a man like Dr. Reynolds or Dr. Sinclair to the 
place vacated by the elder Dr. Storer.J As it is, they 
will find it a perilous strait between Scylla and Charybdis. 

* Letter No. xxm., hj Dr. Backinghaoi jerj naturally ** left without oomment" See 
pamphlet, p. 28. , 

t Whitewashing like that enajed in the ** Boston Medioal and Sorgioal Journal,'' for 
Apri( 21, will not suffice. ll lacked adbesiyeness, and the grime shows through. Dr. B. 
may well pray to he saved from the jmeddlesome offices of such a hungler. 

% We understand that Dr. Buckingham has labored under the impression, indeed that 
he has boastingly asserted, that one of the editors of this Journal was supplanted by him- 
self when oalled to lecture upon midwifery at the college. Believing though we do in the 
importance of gynsecology, there is neither of us that would have accepted the chair referred 
to, if tendered; it would have had to be divided, the obstetric department given to one 
of the gentlemen named above, and medical jurisprudence to Dr. Wm. H. Page^ Dr. 
Ainswortb,.or Dr. Henry G. Clark. 
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We hope with all our ^leart, for the sake of the pro- 
ision, and the department of science which the gen- 
man undertakes to teach, that the charges of ignorance, 
gligence, and incompetence, which have been pub- 
hied by him, will prove untrue. But let not the grave 
attempted to be hidden by general certificates of a 
owledge, presumed or taken for granted, elicited 
>m willing or unwilling sponsors, to meet a special 
lication; for one who, obtaining his position by the 
irest accident, having been taken as bait to hold the 
spital with which he happened to be connected, then 
^ke to his class of their previous beloved preceptor, 
^^good enough'' for the place he had voluntarily va- 
:ed after so many years of faithful labor, ^^but behind 
i age," even while accepting that predecessor's free 
I of all the rich appliances of the chair. 

rhe miserable man, upon whose case we comment, 
5ms of his own accord to have placed himself, bound 
i helpless, within the guillotine of professional opin- 
L. It is with sincere pity that we see him lie shivering 
leath the now, we fear, inevitable axe. 



We last month spoke, not approvingly, of the 
thod of practice now employed by the surgeons of 
I more prominent hospital in this city, for the treat- 
nt of hemorrhoids. The frequency of the disease, 
I distress that it occasions, and its importance with 
erence to the causation and exacerbation of uterine 
turbance, are such that we consider ourselves war- 
ited in employing this positive and emphatic mode 
criticism. 
The Resident Medical Superintendent of the Massa- 



Digitized by 



Google 



1870.] . Uditoridl Notes. ' 313 

chusetts General Hospital informs us that all of the 
cases of hemorrhoids treated at that institution for 
1868-9, to September 30th, of the latter year, were by 
ligature, — a practice as tedious and barbarous as it is 
dangerous, comparatively liable as it is to produce sep- 
ticaemia. Dr. Cheever, of the City Hospital, upon the 
other hand, in kindly reporting the practice there, states 
to us that during the same period, and in from two to 
three times the number of operations for hemorrhoids, 
they weVe all by excision, in accordance with a cardinal 
princij)le of modem surgery. 

Men who sneer. at the importance of rectal disease, 
who are blind to its comparative severity and disturb- 
ing influence in women, and who, if operating at all, 
rather than step from a time-honored routine, would 
subject a patient to dangers realised in a most notable 
instance here in Boston but a few months ago, are so 
far unfit for college teachers or hospital attendants. 

With regard to the action of the Boylston Commit- 
tee, to which we referred last month. There are those, 
at a distance, who may consider that it was owing to 
an instinctive desire upon the part of the Committee to 
shield a townsman fi'om what appeared an unjust at- 
tack from Pittsburg; for the publication of which, were 
the memoir accepted, the members might have seemed 
to themselves responsible. So charming an instance, 
however, of professional esprit de coiys as this may be 
common enough at the West or South j we have no 
doubt that it is. It has not occurred in Boston. 



Insanity in women has furnished a text to many a 
scoffer, connected or not with the management of asy- 
lums, at the application of science to our art. They 
have now a new target, in the person of Prof. Mayer, 
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of Berlin. In his doctrines, an exposition of which we 
have commenced, there will be found, however, a metal 
that will turn the edge of their hardest weapon. Before 
insane women can be rationally cured, assent must be 
given' to a reasonable explanation of their malady.* 
Given this explanation, supported by facts as well as- by 
a ' priori reasoning, and then a refusal or neglect to af- 
ford the means of relief becomes cruelty and arrant 
malpractice. We shall have somewhat more to say 
upon this subject hereafter; and, meanwhile,* would 
merely suggest that while to those unfamiliar, person- 
ally, with the toil and struggle of ideas that to their 
possessors are as clear and precious as crystal, their 
vindication and a reference to their triumph may smack 
of the grossest egotism, there are others in the profes- 
sion, perhaps more competent judges, who believe that 
without correctness or intentness of vision no point in 
advance of the general practice can be discerned; that 
without enthusiasm, no pioneer, however brave, can 
reach that goal; and that without a blending of self, 
nlotive, and work together, even to that extent that the 
first may at times seem to outcrop, however uninten- 
tionally, just as it does in every real missionary labor, — 
a general adoption of special views can never be, as it 
were, enforced. Philanthropy, education, and all other 
agencies for good, move still by force, after all. 



My double, and how he undid mb, is a very pretty 
tale of Mr. Hale's; too pretty, some gentlemen here have 
thought, not to be made a reality. We alluded, in our 
last number, to one of the peculiar features of the Bos- 

* For diioiiMioiif bj the Society of this point, lee Vol. i., NoTcmber, 1869, p. 263, And 
p. 261 of the preeeoi number of tbU Jounuil. 
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ton Tactics, by which the public newspapers were made 
by, or in behalf of, the leading physician in this city, Dr. 
Jacob Bigelow, to serve his purpose of injuring the fair 
fame of a distant adversary; another ^^foul blow," of 
the character so justly stigmatized as such by Prof, 
Simpson. 

We have now to expose a more cowardly procedure 
than that, — and though it is one the full malice of 
which has been dealt upon ourselves, during several 
years and without comment or complaint from us till 
now, we feel that it has become high time to end it, in 
view of the conclusive proofs that have come into our 
possession. 

One of the editors of this Journal has a namesake in 
this city, whose initials (H. B. S.) are very nearly the 
same as his own. This gentleman, whom we happen 
never even to have seen, is undoubtedly a very worthy 
man, and entitled to respect. He is, however, by pro- 
fession a lecturer upon Spiritualism, and a peripatetic at 
that, travelling up and down over the face of the coun- 
try. [Neither of ourselves have any, even the slightest, 
sympathy whatever with the peculiar views referred to. 
We therefore submit that it is a dastardly act for Bos- 
ton physicians of high standing, who are well aware of 
the distinctness from each other of the two individuals 
in question, to report to their patients and to physicians 
far and wide^ as they have done, that it is the Spiritual- 
ist who is the Secretary of the Gynaecological Society 
and one of the editors of this Journal.* 

The same unbrotherly conduct has been resorted to 
by medical men pretending to our face to be friends. 



• Two jwn ago, Menn. Le« St Shepard, of this eitj, the pabliahers of the Amerioan 
Medical Assoeiation's Prise Eesay opon the Physioal Evils of Criminal Abortion, begged as 
to allow them, in justioe to themselTes, to state the laots in the case; bat we declined to do 
¥>, thinking that saoh an adrertisement, at that time, might be misinterpreted* 
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who have been written to from a distance concerning 
our standing, both as has regarded proposed consulta- 
tions and attendance upon our lectures to physicians. 
Such acts always recoil upon their perpetrators. We 
claim to be no better, wiser, or more skilful than our 
neighbors; but we are not a Spiritualist, and we toler- 
ate neither in ourselves nor in others anything at vari- 
ance with the Code of Ethics of the American Medical 
Association. There are disappointed applicants for and 
attendants upon our courses of gynaecological instruction 
who can attest to that, and we are only surprised that 
we have not been posted by the irregular press through- 
out the land, because of the certificates that we have 
refused to confer. 



The dissolution of the faculty at the Albany 
Medical College, that we predicted in our March num- 
ber, has taken place. Before us there lies the admira- 
ble letter of Professors Quackenbush, Yanderpoel, and 
Mosher, on resigning their Chairs of Obstetrics, Pa- 
thology and Clinical Medicine, and Chemistry and Med- 
ical Jurisprudence. Like an ice-jam in its river had 
been the heaping up of troubles in the Albany Faculty. 
Dr. Robertson's exposure of Prof. Armsby was the 
skilful blow that set the whole collection fi'ee. 

The reputation of the professors who now retire, in 
vindication of their own self-respect, is such, identified 
as they have been with medical instruction for many 
years, that they may be sure of the sympathy of the 
profession. They will have, moreover, its approbation, 
in that they have proved themselves too honorable to 
lend themselves to a scheme of petty and oppressive 
self-assurance on the part of any one of their col- 
leagues. 
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It remains to be seen whether, under all the cir- 
cumstances, gentlemen can be found to accept the 
places thus vacated.* 



It is pleasant, after our rougher labor is done, to 
seek an hour's rest among the welcome contributions of 
publishers and friends. 

We have spoken of some of our exchanges, of a spe- 
cial though medical character. There are others, cov- 
ering more distant fields of science, that are still of 
direct interest to members of the profession. 

The ^American Journal of Science and Art,'' known 
since its first appearance, fifty-two years ago,- as ^^ Silli- 
man's Journal," and received throughout the world as the 
exponent of physical science in America, is published 
at New Haven, Ct., every alternate month, and is con- 
ducted by an able staff of eight editors, representing 
the scientific schools at Yale and Harvard. Many of 
its contributors are medical men, who solace their 
leisure hours by searching out the secrets of Nature, as 
displayed in the chemical laboratory, the mine, the sea, 
and that azure one above us all, or who, devoting them- 
selves to a life of study, find therein a ^jearer conmiun- 
ion with the Creator Spirit. • 

In emulation of their brethren. Professors Brackettand 
Goodale, of Brunswick, Me., are publishing a fortnightly 
adjunct to ^^ Silliman's," under the title of the ^Bow- 
doin Scientific Eeview," which bids fair to do much for 



* A« the aboTO is pMring through the press, we hsTe reoeived the following slip from Dr. 
Armsby, of Albany, with the request that it be inserted in the JoomaL It senree m a 
timely comment upon what we hare said : — 

** Dr. Thomas C. Dorant, of New York, a g^radnate of the Oollege, and an early student 
of Drs. March and Arnubyi has giyen fifteen thousand dollars to endow the ' March Pro- 
fessorship.' Drs. B. R. Peaslee, and Meredith aymer, of New York, and William P. Sey- 
mour, of Troy, haye accepted Chairs in the Faculty." 
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the interests of this college and its flourishing medical 
school; which, we are sorry to be obliged to state, is 
but too generally looked upon with a feeling unkind, 
and akin to contempt, here in Boston, We have, how- 
ever, in this city, no teacher of anatomy who can com- 
pare with Prof. Ford, while, as a surgeon, there are few 
in New England who, to correctness in diagnosis, dex- 
terity in operating, courage and sang froid, unite the 
same success in after treatment, as Prof, Greene. 
"Would that our old Berkshire colleagues were only 
doing the same missionary work here as they have at 
Ann Harbor and BrooMyn, as well as at Bruns- 
wick I 

Closely akin to these publications, and yet divergent, 
come the pharmaceutical journals, of which we receive 
several. 

The ^Chemical News and Journal of Physical Sci- 
ence," edited and published by Wra. Crookes, F. R. S., 
at London, claims perhaps the highest place of them 
all as a scientific magazine. It is well conducted, and 
shows a ready appreciation of 'the good work that is 
done on this side the water. 

The ^ Canadian Pharmaceutical Journal," by B. B. 
Shuttleworth, of Toronto, the ^^ Journal of Applied 
Chemistry," from Dexter & Co., of New York, Boston, 
and Philadelphia, the ^ Druggist's Circular and Chem- 
ical Gazette," published by Dr. L. V. Newton, of New 
York, the ^^ Pharmacist and Chemical Record," edited 
by Messrs. Bartlett and Ebert, in behalf of the Chicago 
College of Pharmacy, the ^ Physician and Pharmaceu- 
tist," supervised by Dr. E. H. M. Sell, of New York, 
and published by Reed, Carnrick, & Andrus, the 
** Journal of Materia Medica," edited by Dr. Bates, and 
published by Tilden & Co., of New Lebanon, N. Y., 
and the ^ Boston Journal of Chemistry," published by 
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Dr. J. R. Nichols, of this city, are all of them month- 
lies, devoted to the interests of druggists and practical 
therapeutists. We have been favorably impressed by 
them all, even where they were avowedly serving some 
special interest. To the purveyors and purchasers of 
chemicals, and to general practitioners, they must be 
constantly of great service, and we have no doubt that it 
would be for the interest of every person in the classes 
we have named, to subscribe for the whole list. In- 
stances must constantly occur where the possession of 
their files would be worth far more than their subscrip- 
tion price. Occasionally we find in their columns an 
item of interest to gynaecologists^ as in the following 
extract froip the ^ Canadian Pharmaceutical Journal," 
of February. It is a new presentation of the doctrine 
of Woman's Rights. " We cannot help thinking," says 
Mr. Shuttleworth, in reviewing the first number of the 
^* Woman's Journal," of Boston and Chicago, ^^from the 
masculine and dictatorial tone of some of the articles, 
that it is perhaps just as well for the babes and suck- 
lings that their mothers (Heaven save the mark I) have 
found another sphere for their castigatory pow- 
ers." 

A strange variety of grist comes to an editor's mill. 
Change, however, in intellectual, is as beneficial as in 
physical diet. 

From Portland, we havB received the ^^ Maine Politi- 
cal Manual and Annual Register" for the current year, 
published by Hoyt, Fogg, & Reed, especially inter- 
esting as giving a brief history and directory of every 
town in the State; while from West Virginia, we have 
the ^^ Physical and Medical Topography of Wheeling," 
by Dr. J. E. Reeves, the Health OflScer, published by 
order of the City Council. It is an admirable document, 
containing incidentally some forcible remarks upon 
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criminal abortion. We commend it to the attention of 
our own State Board of Health; as also, Dr. I. Rowell's 
very interesting Report, as Health OflScer of San Fran- 
cisco, for 1869, which corroborates all that was said of 
the prevalence of abortion upon the Western Coast, in 
the Annual Address of 1869, before the San Francisco 
Medical Society, by Dr. Henry Gibbons, of that city, 
our brother editor of the ^ PaciiSc Medical and Surgical 
Journal.'' 

From Fields, Osgood, & Co., of this city, we have 
Dr. Elam's ^ Physicians' Problems," every word of which 
is of importance to gynaecologists. Natural Heritage, 
Degenerations in Man, Moral and Criminal Epidemics, 
the Effect of Body upon Mind, and Mental Aberrations 
are all of them subjects here most worthily dis- 
cussed. 

The Anniversary volume for 1869 of the Obstetrical 
Society of Berlin, we have already referred to in the 
present number of the Journal. It contains a good deal 
that is interesting upon the diseases of women, besides 
the elaborate monograph of Prof. Mayer, a portion of 
which we have presented. One is struck by the appre- 
ciation of American as compared with British contribu- 
tors to science, by our German friends. Of the foreign 
associates elected by the Berlin Society during the past 
year, there were the following Americans, to not a sin- 
gle Englishman, Scotchman,* or Irishman: Drs. Bm- 
met> Peaslee, Stephen Rogers, Thomas, and I. E, 
Taylor, of New York, and H. R. Storer, of Boston. 

Here, our pnnter compels us to turn from the pile of 
books awaiting our notice. The more we take from it, 
the faster it seems to increase. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE MAY NUMBEll 



or THB 



JOURNAL OF THE GYNilCOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

OF BOSTON. 



A BEFLY TO DB. JACOB BIGELOWS SECOND LETTEE. 

BT Sim JAMBS Y. Sdcpsov, Sdikbubgh. 
iCkmmtmikieMlt0tk$ Society, (mdr^oehfedAprUUSt 1870.] 

NoTB. — The appended letter was received after the May nomber of the 
Jonmal had gone to press. It i^ published at once, in accordance with Prof. 
Simpson's desire that it should appear in this country before its publication 
in Europe, and through the medium of the Gynecological Society. Dr. S. 
lies very ill, possibly never to recover, and the letter was written by dicta- 
tion. Under these circumstances, it will be read with the more interest, and 
will be found a bitter pill to swallow, though an eflbctive one, by the gentle- 
man to whom it is addressed. 

Editobs. 

Mt dbab Sib : — A few monthB ago I saw in an American general 
newspaper the gratuitous attack upon me which you had published in 
the ^^ Boston Medical and Surgical Journal/' but of which you had for- 
gotten to send me either an intimation or a copy, — doubtless from 
accident, and not fix>m intentional discourtesy. Towards the begin- 
ning of the present year, I sent, in reply to your groundless accusa- 
tion, an answer in the form of a letter to yourself; and subsequently 
I received from you a written note, in which you stated you were 
^^ not disposed to pursue the subject fhrther/' In consequence, I 
dismissed the matter entirely firom my mind ; and I deeply regret, 
both for your own sake and for the peace anS character of our hon- 
orable profession, that you have not adhered to your resolution. 
For I have Just received a slip of printed statement, unaccompanied 
by one word of writing, but drawn up in the form of another letter 
from you to me, in which you continue the subject in terms perhaps 
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still more bitter and personal than before. On first pemslng it, my 
impression was that it was too querulous in tone and temper to de- 
serve an answer. I then thought of sending back a reply to you, 
stating, simply and briefly, that \he new imputations in it were, one 
and all of them, without a shadow of foundation in fact, and even 
more worthless than those in your first. But, on reperusing it, it 
struck me that you were considering yourself a representative and 
champion of the Boston School of Medicine, and that it might be 
well, once for all, to answer you as such even more ftiUy and per- 
fectly than I had done; and thus state, in my opinion, the great 
.things which the Boston School had done — and had not done — in 
the cause of ansesthesia ; and how mistakes and errors might pos* 
sibly Have originated on the subject, between your city and other 
places, which I trusted could be fblly removed. Hence pardon my 
addressing to you the following observations : — 

1.— TENDENCY TO CONFUSION, FROM THE DISCOVERY 
OF CHLOROFORM RAPIDLY FOLLOWING THAT OF 
SULPHURIC ETHER. 

From some communications which I have lately received from 
America, I find that your observations have stirred up there, in some 
minds, the idea that I have held up the introduction of chloroform as 
an anaesthetic in Edinburgh to be antecedent, in point of time, to the 
introduction of sulphuric ether in Boston. I feel sure that you and I 
will mutually agree that never anything so wild or extravagant was 
hinted or suggested by either of us. The first case of an anesthetic 
operation under sulphuric ether occurred at Boston on the 80th Sep- 
tember, 1846. The first case of an anaesthetic operation under chlo- 
roform occurred at Edinburgh on the 15th November, 1847. - During 
the interveniilg thirteen months I had worked much with sulphuric 
ether in midwifery, etc. ; and some of our surgeons, here and else- 
where, had used it more or less extensively ; but it was not by any 
means adopted by all. 

At the same time, you must allow me to remark that the ideas on 
the subject in your own mind, which have excited you to write, have, 
it appears to me, become chiefly bewildered and confused in conse- 
quence of one thing, — namely, of the rapidity vnth which chloroform 
thus followed as an ansesthetic after the discovery of sulphuric ether ; 
and in consequence also of the relative practical adaptability and 
superiority of the former in many respects, leading speedily to its 
general substitution in Europe, Asia, Australia, etc., for the 
latter. 
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In the "Dispensatory of the United States of America,** Drs. Wood 
and Bache, when speaking of the use of salphuric ether for inhalation 
in medicine, observe : " Many years ago [1796, etc.] its t^se in this 
way was proposed by Drs. Beddoes, Pearson, and Thornton, in 
England, as a remedy in certain diseases of the lungs. As early as 
1805, Dr. Warren, of Boston, employed ethereal inhalation to relieve 
the distress attending the last stage of pulmonary inflammation. 
About the year 1812, in Philadelphia, at a time when nitrous oxide 
was the subject of popular lectures, the vapor of ether was fre- 
quently breathed from a bladder for experiment or diversion, and its 
effects in producing a transient intoxication analogous to that caused 
by the nitrous oxide were observed." Now, if in Boston in 1805, or 
in Philadelphia in 1812, the inhalation of sulphuric ether had been 
tried to a sufficient depth for its ansBsthetic effects to be discovered 
in dentistry and surgery, — while the superior ansBsthetic powers 
and higher practical properties of chloroform in midwifery as well as 
in surgery remained undetected till 1848, — then all this storm of 
mist and obscurity, which has been attempted within the last few 
months to be stiired up on the matter, would have been an entire 
failure, or indeed an entire impossibility. For while the gloiy of 
first discovering the induction of surgical anaesthesia by the vapor 
of sulphuric ether would have been, as it undoubtedly is, American 
in its birthplace and origin, a Lord Provost of Edinburgh in 1869, — 
or forty or fifty years afterwards, — knowing and looking to the fact 
that chloroform in Scotland and in other parts of Europe, etc., had 
for the previous twenty years, if not entirely, yet nearly entirely, 
superseded the use of sulphuric ether, and by its general adoption 
difl^sed greatly and everywhere the practice of anaesthesia — might 
surely, without vindictive challenges and recrimination on your 
part, have ventured to speak of ^^ the discovery an^ application of 
chloroform to the assuagement of human suffering " as ^^ the greatest 
of all discoveries in modern times in connection with medicine." • 

An illustration, however, may show my meaning better than an ab- 
stract statement. We have now at present in practice various means 
of abolishing the pain attendant upon surgical operations, as nitrous 
oxide gas, sulphuric ether, chloroform, etc. ; and the olden surgeons 
had others. *We have various means also of arresting the hemor- 
rhage attendant upon these operations, as cauterization^ torsion, deli- 
gation, acupressure, etc. These hemostatic means all arrest hem* 

* Seo the report of the Lord Provost's speech as giyen in the " Sootsman ** of 37th Oe- 
tober, 1869, eopied into the " Joomol of the Gjn»oologioal Sooietj" of Bostoo for 
Deoember. 
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orrhage by closing up, in one way or other, the open mouths of the 
cut vessels. They get at one and the same end by three or four dif- 
ferent means ; but because these means have been suggested at three 
or four different and distant times, any one displacing the former 
does not of necessity require to be apologized for and denounced, as 
you seem rather to think ought to be the fact in the case of amesthet- 
ics. Or take another illustration : The greatest thought, ever per- 
haps broached in practical medicine, was the suggestion In relation 
to small-pox, — and to probably other fatal diseases, destined to occur 
only once in life, — that their severity and fatality might be averted, 
if, instead of the contagious poison producing them being allowed 
to enter in limitless quantities into the body by respiration, it could 
be inserted in very small and definite quantities, by inoculation 
through the skin. Hence small-pox inoculation, and the wonderftd 
protection obtained by it against the fatality of small-pox , — an idea 
brought from Asia and Turkey, and acted on in England in tilie be- 
ginning of the last century. Ere, however, the century was closed, a 
new variety of matter was proposed to be inoculated by Dr. Jenner, 
and proved infinitely a greater success. The material used by the 
old Asiatic and Turkish inoculators was small-pox matter taken di- 
rectly from pustules on the bodies of human beings who were infected 
with small-pox. The material used by Jenner was small-pox matter 
taken from the pustules produced on the udders and nipples of cows 
who were infected with small-pox poison. That vaccination was thus 
a modification of small-pox inoculation has never, however, been al- 
lowed to detract one iota, I believe, from the merit of the great patho- 
Ic^ical and practical revolution produced by Dr. Jenner. And the 
two discoveries, — or two prophylactics against small-pox, — the 
Asiatic and English, have never clashed and been entangled together ; 
for they were in our own country upwards of half a century or more 
separate from each other in the date of their introduction and discov- 
ery. Neither, I think, would the relative merits of the two anesthet- 
ics, the American and the English, sulphuric ether and chloroform, 
have been commixed in the manner in which they have been confrised 
by you and others, had their discoveries been separated by upwards 
of half a century also. 

2. —EARLIEST AN-ffiSTHETIC OPERATIONS IN AMERICA, 
AND THEIR CONNECTION WITH HARTFORD AND 
BOSTON. 

At the present time three kinds of anesthetics are principally and 
specially used in practice, namely : — 
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1. mtrous oxide gas^ now, I believe, employed extensively in den- 

tal surgery, etc.,* gince it was reintrodaced a few years ago 
by Dr. Evans," of Paris; but originally suggested by Sir 
Humphrey Davy, in 1800, and practically and successfully 
employed by Dr. Horace Wells, in Hartford, in 1844. 

2. Sulphuric etJieVy first used by Dr. Morton, at Boston, in 1846. 
8. (Morofomiy first employed in Edinburgh, in 1847. 

There have been latterly used, also, from time to time, various 
minor anaesthetic agents, but none of them, I believe, to any great 
practical extent ; though in all likelihood some will yet be discovered 
with qualities superior to any we as yet know. In my former letter 
tb you, and on different other occasions, I have, with othet writers, 
shown that the ancient surgeons — Mediseval, Roman, and Greek — 
were long employed in the search after surgical ansesthetics, and so 
far succeeded, by making their patients inhale the fhmes of narcotic 
vegetable extracts, drink solutions of them, etc., etc. Apparently 
afraid that the history and uses of these olden surgical anaesthetics 
would detract ftom the merit of the Medical School of Boston* in the 
discovery of the ansesthetic properties of sulphuric ether, you bitterly 
denounce in your letter to me the study and consideration of them. 
Best assured that no wishes or declamations, either on your part or 
mine, will wash out^r obliterate that or any other point of the past 
history of surgery. " I did not desire," you exclaim, " to provoke 
this mediseval history." But was not your sole cause of complaint 
against me, this, — that in speaking to the Town Council of Edin- 
burgh one or two sentences regarding chloroform, I omitted — most 
erroneously in your opinion — to refer to, or speak of, the past his- 
tory of ansesthetics, say for a quarter or half a century backward? 
" Your prolix mediseval history," you again querulously complain, 
*^ is simply irrelevant, and its application illogical." It is in no de- 
gree illogical ; but I believe that it would have been quite irrelevant 
if brought before the Town Council of my native city. My letter to 
you, as you fhrther again bitterly observe, is " occupied with a cloud 
of antiquarian dust, of which the only apparent result is to obscure 
the truth and create a confusion in the mind of the readers, in the 
midst of which chloroform may be advantageously introduced." 
Surely, my dear sir, this undignified and calumnious sentence is un- 
worthy alike of the heart and of the pen of Dr. Jacob Bigelow, and 
requires no answer from me. 

* See, for extmple, papera in the iMt namben of the London '< Lraoet" by Mr. Fox, 
on the hm of Nitront Oxide as an An«8thetie in Bnrgery. 
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But, dismissing the history of the olden forms of aneesthetics, let 
me direct your attention for a moment to an episode in their 
more modern history connected with* Boston and its Medical 
School. You properly claim for yourselves true and vast merit from 
the discovery and application of sulphuric ether in dentistry and 
surgery. Indeed, you almost seem ,to me to insinuate in your let- 
ter that the medical world should have been ever afterwards con- 
tented to use sulphuric ether, and it alone, since you now argue and 
hold that sulphuric ether (see your last letter) formed a " discovery 
of wonderful perfection ai Ua very outset.** Yet, I think, however. 
Dr. Channing (pp. 822 and 837) alludes to you yourself using chlo- 
roform in some midwifery cases ; and early in the practice of ether- 
ization in midwifery, I found that no busy obstetric practitioner 
could extensively employ sulphuric ether without inevitably carrying 
about with him, and upon his clothes, an odor so disagree- 
able to many other patients and other houses, as to make 
his presence there aught but desirable. Other Boston surgeons 
have tried, at least, other anaesthetics besides sulphuric ether, 
as if they did not look upon it in the way of "perfection," as 
you do. I have read of your accomplished son. Dr. Henry Bigelow, 
excising the mamma after he had placed the patient under the anaes- 
thetic influence of nitrous oxide gas. In your two late articles you 
have carefhlly eschewed all reference to this la^ special anaesthetic, 
in despite of its being now largely and successfhlly employed in Paris, 
London, and elsewhere, in tooth-extraction. I w«sh, on the contrary, 
to recall your attention particularly to it. For let me here again put 
you in mind that the first anaesthetic operation under sulphuric ether at 
Boston occurred on the 20th September, 1846, when Dr. Morton drew 
a tooth from the head of Eben Frost, who had been previously placed 
under the influence of the anaesthetic vapor. Nearly two years previ* 
ously, however, or on the 11th December, 1844, the same anaesthetic 
operation was as successfully performed at Hartford, the anaesthetic 
inhaled being not sulphuric ether, but nitrous oxide gas, and the pa- 
tient being Dr. Wells himself,* to whose mind the idea had suggested 

* The aooount whioh Dr. Riggs hu giTen, in his official examination in 1852, of this tint 
ansMihetio operation in Ameriea, is soffioiently graphic Messrs. Oooley, Wells, Cotton^ 
etc., werd present Dr. Riggs says: "A few minutes after I went in, and, after oonrersa- 
tion. Dr. Wells took a seat in the operating chair. I examined the tooth to be extracted 
with a glass, as I nsnally do; Wells took a bag of gas fh>m Mr. Col ton, and sat with it in 
his lap, i^nd I stood by his side; Wells then breathed the gas nntil he was much affected by 
it; his head chopped back; I pnt my hand to his chin; he opened his month and I extract- 
ed the tooth; his month still remained open some time; I held dp the tooth in the instru- 
ment, that the others might see it; they standing, partially behind the screen, were looking 
on. Dr. Wells soon reoorered from the inflnence of the gas, so as to know what he waa 
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itself on the night previously, that a person nnder a deep dose of 
nitrons oxide might not feel, when in that state, the pain of tooth- 
drawing and other operations, because he had seen Mr., now Colonel, 
Ck>oley wound his limbs severely against the benches without feeling 
any sulTering fh>m these injuries.* 

A short and adequate experience of a dozen or more cases soon 
satisfied Dr. Horace W.ells and others that, teeth could in this way be 
extracted without pain,f however much trouble th^re might be in pre- 
paring and applying the gas with the imperfect means then in exist* 
ence. His affidavits of its success (see foot-note) are unchallengeable. 
His friend. Dr. Riggs, drew six teeth flx>m one patient, at one sitting, 
without any suffering whatever. During this time, also, he seems to 
have discovered the great point which we now know to be so essential 
in the successfhl exhibition of nitrous oxide, — namely, that it should 
be breathed as pure as possible, and without any mixture of atmos- 
pheric air.J 

Elated with his discovery, he in a week or two proceeded to Bos- 
ton, in order to lay it before the medical faculty there, and show 
its effects ; and first made it known there — according to his own ac- 

ftbont, disoharged the blood tram hit month, swung his hand, and said, ' A kbw bra ur 
TOOTH-PULUKO.' Ho Said it did not hnrt him at all. We were all much elated, and oon- 
Tened about it for an hour after.'' — (See ** Appendix, Mr. Oolton's Statements," p. 95.) 

* This ooevrrenoe took place at a pnblio exhibition of, and leotore on,. laughing gas, at 
Hartford, hj Mr. Colton. The adrertisement for Mr. Colton's lecture, published in the 
" Daily Times," of Deeember 10, 1844, has been republished in the ** Daily Journal " for 
February of the present year. " The ^tertainment," says the adrertisement, " is scientific 
to those who make it scientific." For a full account of the effects produced by the gas 
upon some of the most distinguished men in Burope, Mr. Colton refers to ** Hooper's Medi- 
cal Dictionary," where an abstract of the experiments of Sir Humphrey Dary is giren. 

t In his pamphlet, and elsewhere, Dr. Wells brings forward sworn affidavits, from differ- 
ent patients, of the anassthetic eflfocts of the nitrous oxide gas. Thus, for example, Mr. Bur- 
leigh states that, after having had an opportunity of witnessing its effiBcts on several persons, 
he himself breathed it, and he adds, " two carious teeth were extracted from my lower jaw 
without the least suffering on my part, though, ordinarily, owing to the firmness with which 
my teeth are fixed in my jaw, I suffer extreme pain from their extraction." " Dr. Wells," 
states Mr. Goodrich, " was most successful in extracting for me a large, firmly set, bicuspid 
tooth, without the slightest sensation of pain. I also witnessed, soon after, a repetition of 
the sam« prooes^y Dr. Wells upon several individuals, ao|ompanied in every instance 
with perfect success," etc 

% See Dr. Morton's volume of ** Official Documents," p. 29, etc « The less atmospheric 
air is admitted into the lungs, with any gas or vapor, the better, — the more satis&ctory 
wiU be the result of the operation." Dr. Morton, unaware of the rules for breathing nitrous 
«xide, denounces this observation of Dr. Wells as " inconsistent with fkot" ** This agent " 
— nitrous oxide— "neper/' stoutly avers Dr. Morton, ''was, nor can it ever be of any 
value" — (Official volume, p. 12.) Dr. Morton's first chapter in this volume against nitrous 
oxide reads now, I fear, as only an exhibition of jealousy and ignorance; and Prof. Jack- 
son's letter against Dr. Wells (see p. 472, of the same volume) is still more painful and 
inexcusable in its tone and character. 
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count — to Drs. Warren, Hayward, Jackson, and Morton, the last 
gentleman being a former pupil and partner of his own, and destined 
to be the fhture discoverer of anaesthesia by sulphuric ether.* 

A case of amputation was about to be performed by Dr. Hayward 
in the Massachusetts Hospital, but was put off for some days. After 
Dr. Wells had addressed Dr. Warren's dass on the subject, it was 
proposed that the ansesthetic should be tried in a case of tooth-extrao- 
tion. " Accordingly," writes Dr. Wells, " a large number of stu- 
dents, with several physicians, met to see the operation performed, — 
one of their number to be a patient. Unfortunately," he continues, 
^^ for the experiment, the bag was withdrawn much too soon, and he 
was but papally under its influence when the tooth was extracted. 
He testified that he experienced some pain, but not as much as usu- 
ally attends the operation." The audience pronounced it a humbug 
affkir and an imposition, and Dr. Wells was hissed away, left Bos- 
ton, and gave up, for a time, his profession in disgust and vexation. 
" He was laughed at," contemptuously writes Dr. Charles T. Jackson, 
^^ for his pretensions, and left Boston. No one ever believed in his 
story." (^* Official Documents," p. 472.) According to the state- 
ments of Dr. Morton (who accompanied him as his friend and former 
partner), '^ the spectators laughed and hissed ; the meeting broke up, 
and we were looked upon as having made ourselves very ridiculous." 
(See " Official Documents," p. 47.) In these experiments, Dr. Wells, 
as I have said, used the nitrous oxide gas, which in 1800 Sir Hum- 
phrey Davy had in England found capable in his o?m person of re- 
moving intense physical pain, and which he consequently suggested 
as '^ capable of destroying physical pain during surgicid operations 
in which no great effusion of blood takes place." In your late letter 
ta me, however, you maintain that " Sir Humphrey Davy," to quote 
your own extraordinary words, '* must be exonerated firom all practi- 
cal knowledge of anesthetic inhalation, otherwise he is chargeable 
with all the tortures of amputation and lithotomy which have taken 
place since he made the discovery and concealed it." Tou have used, 
I know, the same wild and irrelevant argument against Dr. Jackson 
which you here use against Sir Humphrey Davy, forgelKng that their 
profession was that of chemists and not of surgeons. Have you re- 
ally any hope or expectation that, either in Boston or elsewhere, such 
a violent observation as I have Just now quoted, will blot out and 
erase in some cabalistic way the remarkable fact that Sir Humphrey 

* See the ftppendiz to Dr. Morton's rolame of ** Offioiftl BoonmentSy" pp. 11, U, 15, «te., 
tnd Dr. WeUi* pamphlet ftbont the history of the disoovery of the i^ppUoiitioB of nitroos 
oxide gM, p. 6, eto. 
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Dayy, seveiitjr years ago, relieved intense physical pain in his own 
person by breathing nitrous oxide gas, or that he suggested that it 
might be nsed as an ansesthetic in some surgical operations, and— 
published the suggestion? 

But now mark what subsequently occurs. An American dentist 
w<»rk8 out to .its practical results the suggestion published in Eng- 
land half a century before by Sir Humphrey Davy, and which you 
seem to wish to e&cefrom ansesthetic records ; and he travels a long 
distance to place the important result before the Medical School at 
Boston, and some surgeons of the Massachusetts Hospital. There is 
a slip in the single experiment allowed him. He is spurned and 
hooted away. In doing this the Medical School of Boston thus de- 
lays the whole subject of artificial surgical ansBsthesia for a couple of 
years. Was not the Medical School of Boston then, in your violent 
language, ^^ chargeable with the continuance of operative tortures," 
for that period, much more than Sir Humphrey Davy ? Did not your 
school stamp out — and thus prevent for two years more — the ^^ most 
beneficent discovery,'' to use again your own grandiloquent words, 
'^ which has blessed humanity since tiie primeval days of paradise''? 
I am using here not my language and logic, but yours. 

It is perhaps here unnecessary to add that there is sufGlcient evi* 
dence that Drs. Wells, Marcy, and Groodrich debated the question 
together whether sulphuric ether i^flold not be an agent preferable to 
nitrous oxide in these experiments. (See ^' Official Documents," pp.26, 
27, and 48, Appendix, pp. 87, 111, 114.) But Dr. Marcy thought 
nitrous oxide the safer and pleasanter of tiie two, and also more easy 
to inhale. In the Essay in which your son first describes the inhala- 
tion of sulphuric eth^ in surgery, he points out its similarity to 
nitrous oxide.* " Ether inhaled in vapor," he says, *• is well known 
to produce symptoms similar to those produced by the nitrous oxide." 
(See Paper read before Boston Society of Medical Improvement, dd 
November, 1846.) But the step from using nitrous oxide to using 
sulphuric ether was great and momentous in its results. Dr. Morton, 
who, as his friend and old partner, assisted at Dr. Wells' experi- 
ment at Bostcm, no doubt knew aU the results obtained at Hartford, 
where he twice visited Dr. Wells afber 1844 ; and he evidently, be* 



• Id the yohube of " Official Doounentfl/' p. S72, there is one oase entered, saggestiTe of the 
spplicability of artificial anssthesiafirom breathing snlphmrio other, quite limilar to Colonel 
000107*0 experienoe with regard to nitrooB oxide. " A yonng gentleman, ten years since, 
who is now a physician, was inhaling ether for amosement, as was the oostom at Harvard 
College. He took enough to make him so insensible that he fell upon the floor. In falling 
he out his head badly. On recovering he was unawart that he had injored himself at alL" 
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times, got the speculatidn into his mind that solpharic ether might 
prove successful. From a different line of observation, Professor 
Charles Jackson was led to the entertainment of the same upecvlation. 
Assisted, apparently, by one or two hints fbom Dr. Jackson regard- 
ing the pure quality of the ether, or, possibly, its easiest mode of 
exhibition, Dr. Morton verified the speculation on the 30th Septem- 
ber, 1846, by operating on Eben Frost, and fixed that date as an era 
in science. 

8.— ETHERIZATION, OR ANESTHESIA, IN MIDWIFERY. 

The first operations under ansesthetic inhalations in America oc- 
curred, therefore, as we have seen in the last section, at Hartford, and 
not in Boston. In Hartford it was efifscted by an anaesthetic gas, long 
before suggested by Sir Humphrey Davy. But at Boston you at first 
retarded, for a time, the whole progress of anaesthesia, by rejecting 
the evidence of it ofibred you by Dr. Horace Wells. For, to quote 
the words of Dr. Biggs, " there (in your school) he met with a recep- 
tion so cold that, after a single imperfect trial of the gas, aihidst the 
sneers of those around him, he left Boston in disgust, and sick at 
heart at the unfair disposition manifested towards him.'* Besides 
erring in this direction you must permit me to add that in my opinion 
some of the Boston physicians have also erred in quite an opposite 
direction. For, after once making the discovery of the superinduo- 
tion of anaesthesia by sulphuric ether, you seem inclined to hold that 
the subsequent merit of everything connected with etherization be- 
longs to Boston, and to Boston exclusively. 

The object of your first article on the present subject was to show 
that, because when I received the burghership of Edinburgh, I omitted 
to allude to the previous use of anaesthetics at Hartford and Boston, 
I was therefore deliberately guilty of trying to appropriate what be- 
longed to my American brethren. In my reply to you, whilst showing 
that I was entirely guiltless of any such appropriation in thought or 
in word, I pointed out that, strangely enough, you yourself were in 
the same article openly and flagrantly guilty of the unprofessional 
misdemeanor of which you accused me ; for, in claiming, as you there 
did, for Boston the introduction of anaesthetic inhalations, in obstet- 
rical practice, you attempted to annex and appropriate to your coun- 
try what most indubitably belonged to mine. 

In your last letter you begrudgingly state to me, '^ I do not now 
question that you were the first to use ether in labor ; " and then 
you superciliously add, ^' but who first introduced anaesthetics in ob- 



Digitized by 



Google 



11 



stetrical practice is a matter of limited importance.'' According to 
the testimony, however, of our late mutual friend, Sir John Forbes, 
the application of ansBsthetics to midwifery involved many more 
difficult and delicate problems than its mere application to dentistry 
and surgery. New rules required to be established for its use, — the 
time during which it could be given ascertained, — its effects upon 
the action of the uterus, upon the state of the child, and upon the 
parturient and puerperal state of the mother, etc., all require to be 
accurately studied. Would it increase or diminish the tendency 
.to convulsions, hemorrhage, and various other complications? 
Moral and religious questions also came to be involved, and requured 
to be duly answered. The Boston patent for the use of sulphuric 
ether, taken out by Drs. Morton and Jackson, did not, I believe in- 
clude its employment in midwifery ; and your son, Dr. Henry Bige- 
low, weeks after its use was first begun, deemed it only '^ adapted to 
operations which were brief in their duration, whatever be their 
severity. Of these, the two most striking, perhaps, are amputaJtions 
and the extraction of teeth** ♦ This was published in November. 
When I saw Mr. Listen in London, during the following Christmas 
holidays, he expressed to me the opinion that the new anesthetic 
would be of special use to him, — who was so swift an operator, — 
as he thought, like Dr. Bigelow, it could only be used for a brief 
time. I went back, however, from this London visit to Edinburgh, 
bent On testing its applicability to midwifery, and found that it could 
be safely used for hours, etc. 

But is its application to midwifery of ^^ limited importance," asnoto 
in the fervor of disputation you seem anxious to affirm? Tour words 
in your first article regarding the commencement of ansesthetics in 
Boston are these : That ansesthetic inhalation '^ began in this coun- 
try, and was^r^ used in the extraction of teeth, and afterwards (2) 
in capital operations in the Massachusetts General Hospital ; and (8) 
in obstetrical practice.'' You adduce thus three kinds of practice in 
which it was used in Boston, — namely, (1) dentistry; (2) surgery ; 
and (3) midwifery. You have omitted medicine, probably because 
you well knew the employment of the inhalation of sulphuric ether 
had been introduced (as we have seen in a previous part of this 
letter) into medical practice by Dr. Pearson half a century before. 
Holding, as you now affect to declare, that the use of anaesthetics in 
obstetrical practice is a matter of limited importance, upon what 

*See the paper which he read fire or fix weeks after the introdfiotion of flnlpharlo ether 
before the Boston Society of Medical Improrement, as cited in Brook's Essay on the Vapor 
of Snlphorio Ether, page 30. 
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ground, may I Tcnturd to ask, did you, only two or tbude months ago, 
in yoor first attack, adduce its application to midwiflBry as one of its 
three chief applications? Farther, among these three chief applica- 
tions, may I ask yon, in all honor and Eonesty, is its use not — even 
in your opinion — a matter of infinitely less importance in dentistry 
than in midwifery? Of the relative value of any new practice, such 
as artificial ansssthesia, we are bound to judge by its utility, not in 
any specialized practice, as that of a surgical hospital, but in the 
general practice of the general practitioner. Now most general 
practitioners have twenty or thirty cases at least of labor in which 
they may employ anaesthetics for every one case of surgery in which 
its use could be adopted by them ; surgical cases being rare, and 
obstetrical cases common in general practice. You practise, and 
have, I believei all along practised chiefly as a physidan, and are 
hence, perhaps, no good judge in the matter ; but let me extaract for 
you from the volume of ^^Official Documents " publish^ by your towns- 
man, Dr. Morton, the opinions of one or two general practitioners on 
the subject. ^' It is," says Dr. Appleton, '* in obstetric practice tiiat 
I have most frequently used these most valuable agents, and I regard 
their usefulness in this relation as among the mo^ valuable results of 
their discovery." " In private practice," writes Dr. EUis, " its moat 
happy and beneficial efiect is in obstetrics . « • • its benefit, if 
in no other, in this class of cases alone, is the greatest dUcavery in any 
age of the world for the relief of suflbring humanity." (See vol. of 
" Official Statementfif," pp. 180, 182.) 

You profess to deem it a " matter of limited importance ~ who first 
introduced anaesthetics into midwifery. Perhaps it is so. But you 
will excuse my adding that at the time of the first application of 
anaesthesia to obstetrical practice^*— > amidst the hundreds and thou- 
sands of practitioners who were then engaged in midwifery in the 
Old and the New World, — I hi^pened to be the first who tock up the 
subject and worked out most of the problems connected with it. Any 
one of these hundreds and thousands might certainly have done the 
same, but did not do it. 

Let me here add that I would not have dwelt thus long upon the 
application of anaesthetics to midwifery, did I not feel compelled to 
add that other of your medical townsmen have seemed quietly on this 
head to have tried like you also to appropriate to Boston what 
belongs to Edinburgh, Thus Dr. A. A. Gould, in his official deposition 
in 1852, speaks of ^' the first administration of sulphuric ether in 
obstetrics by Dr. N. C. Keep," * of Boston, as ^* a similar step in the 

* Dr. Keep's omo h^peni to bo deioribed by Dr. Ohaimiiig in muh wordi as to /mm U 
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discovery" as ancBsthesia in dentistry and surgery. In my former 
letter, however, to you, I showed you that Dr. Keep's case, here 
alluded toby Dr. Gould, did not occur in Boston till weeks and* 
months after the practice of anaesthesia in obstetrics had been fully 
studied and established in Edinburgh. Besides, I find now, on look- 
ing over the large volume published on Etherization in Midwifery, by 
my friend, and your townsman, Dr. Channing, that — avoiding all 
allusion to the midwifery cases reported, and the papers published 
upon etherization in midwifery, in Edinbui^h, weeks previously to 
the occurrence of Dr. Keep's case in Boston — he speaks also of Dr. 
Keep's as if it were the first instance in which ether had been em- 
ployed in obstetrics. But this, perhaps, is merely an omission, as in 
a holograph inscription of his volume to me. Dr. Channing duly 
acknowledges that I was the first to introduce anaesthetics into ob- 
stetrical practice ; and, in the dedication of his work, he speaks, let 
me add, of midwifery as being a department which has derived 
^^ gpecicU and vast benefit " from the application of anassthetics. 

According to your reasoning (?) in the case of Sir Humphrey Davy, 
the great philosopher '* must be exoherated from all practical knowl- 
edge of anaesthetic inhalation ; otherwise he is chargeable with all the 
tortures of amputation and lithotomy " which have taken place from his 
time till the end of 1846. According to the same ratiocination, were 
not yen and the other accoucheurs of Boston chargeable with all the 
tortures of childbirth and parturition borne by the female population 
of that city for months onwards after October, 1846 ; or, till the 
knowledge of the mode of relieving them fix)m these tortures was 
sent out from Edinburgh, — seeing the use of ether in labor was a 
matter of " limited importance," and could or should have been dis- 
covered months previously in your city, and not in Europe? 

4. — ALLEGED NEGLECT OP AMERICAN CLAIMS IN 
WRITING A SKETCH OF THE HISTORY OF ANES- 
THETICS. 

The chief or only subject of your attack upon me in your first 
article was the firivolous allegation that, when last year I received 
the honorary burgess-ship of Edinburgh, and when I had to speak on 
various and different topics, I omitted to do justice to your city and 

§qmoeal whether or not it wm the first obttetrie instuioe in whioh inlphnrie ether wif 
giren in Boston or Amerioa only, or in the world. Dr. Ghenning's aoeonnt of it if m foUowi: 
"The ansfthetie power of folphnrio ether, when inhaled, wm fint ued in ohildbirth in 
this eity, in s ease of natural labor, on the 7th of April, 1847, by Dr. N. a Keep, and waa 
neeeMfnL" C'Btheriiation in ChUdbirth," by Channing, p. 2«.) 
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to America^ by omitting to talk of the dlscoyery of sulphuric ether as 
an ansesthetic, when I was called upon to answer an observation or 
two of the Lord Provost's on chloroform.* 

In your last letter, following out the same Jealous strain of com- 
plaint, you argue that, besides the alleged omission in an impromphit 
speech, I was guilty, in an article which I had calmly written upon 
chloroform in the "Encyclopaedia Britannica,'' of not doing "justice 
to the great American discovery." The article in question was printed 
in a volume of the " Encyclopaedia " for 1854, and has been republished 
in the second volume of my works, collected and edited by Drs. 
Priestley and H.B. Storer. In that article, after defining chloroform 
and stating its composition, modes of preparation, physical, chemical, 
and physiological properties, I 'have described at length the various 
therapeutic uses to which it, and consequently any other similar anaes- 
thetic, coujd be applied in surgery, in midwifery, in medicine, and in 
medical jurisprudence; and ultimately I occupied the last three 
columns of the article by a brief historical sketch of the various anaes- 
thetic agents which had been used previously to the introduction of 
chloroform. And this* historical sketch is the special object of your 
new attack. 

In giving, in my lectures and otherwise, a history of anaesthetics, 
I have sometimes traced them from the earliest known periods down- 



* Lest there be anj mistake regftrding the groaads or sapposed groaads of all the war 
which you have tried to stir up against me, let me here cite in full the Lord Proroet^s 
remarks on chloroform, and my reply to them. The Lord Prorost, let me state, was one 
of the most intelligent and intellectual men of the age, William Chambers, Bsq., the weil> 
known author and publisher. His address to me in presenting the burgess ticket was 
spoken extempore, and I find that his words on chloroform are somewhat differently re- 
ported in our three morning Journals. The version most farorable for yon is the one yua 
select, — the "Daily Review," — and is as follows: "IwUl notdweU on what you have 
accomplished in medical science. I will only allude to your discovery, — the greatest of all 
discoveries in modem times, — of the application of chloroform in the assuagement of 
human suffering. That was a great gift to mankind at large, and it well befits xu, the 
Corporation of Bdinburgh, to mark our sense of the great act of beneficence on your part by 
this small compliment His Lordship subsequently aUuded to my writings on Acupree- 
sure, Hospitalism, etc, etc. 

With regard to the observations on chloroform, I replied in the two foUowing sentences: 
** Ton adverted to the discovery of the anaosthetic effects of chloroform. Perhaps you wtU 
aUow me to state that there are various manufactories of it in Great Britain, and that a 
single one of these, located in Edinburgh, makes as many as eight thousand doses a day, or 
between two million and three mUlion of doses every year, -* evidence to what a great 
extent the practice is now carried, of wrapping men, women, and children in a painlo8:» 
sleep during some of the most trying moments and hours of human existence ; and especially 
when our firaU brother-man is laid upon the operating table, and subjected to the tortures 
of the surgeon's knives and scalpels, his saws and his eauteriea." — (See Jovnal of the 
GynsMological Society of Boston, December, 1869, p. S77.) 
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wards to the present day ; but more frequently I have followed the in^ 
verse order, because I have found it more instructive and interesting, 
— namely, that of tracing them gradually backwards ft'om their most 
recent to their most ancient form. I have followed this last method 
!n the said article in the ^^ Encyclopaedia Britannica," and have hence 
first mentioned chloroform as then the most recent ansesthetic in the 
two following lines : " The vapor of chloroform was first propos0d 
•by Dr. Simpson as an anesthetic agent in 1847." 

I then, after these two lines, give above twenty lines to^sulpburic 
ether, beginning thus : " For a year previous the vapor of sul- 
phuric ether had been used to a considerable extent both in America 
and Europe, for the purpose of inducing insensibility to pain in sur- 
gical operations. It was first practically adopted for this purpose in 
1846 by Dr. Moiton, a dentist a* Boston, in America. Subsequently 
Dr. Charles T. Jackson, of that city, claimed the right of having sug- 
gested to Dr. Morton sulphuric ether as an agent capable of produc- 
ing inseiisibility to pain. But the power of producing by the vapor of 
sulphoric ether an insensibility exactly like that produced by the in- 
halation of nitrous oxide gas, had been long previously known," and 
so on through its history.* Thirdly^ I allude to carbonic acid, as 
suggested by Dr. Hickman in 1828 ; fourtUy^ to nitrous oxide gas, as 
hinted at by Davy in 1800 ; fifthly^ to compression of the nerves, as 
used by Dr. Moore in 1784 ; sixtJUyj to compression of the carotids, as 
suggested by Valverdi and others in the sixteenth century ; seventhly^ 
to the fumes and extracts of mandragora, Indian hemp, and other 
soporific drugs, as practised by medieval and ancient Roman and 
Greek surgeons. 

Now comes your strong and strange accusation or accusations. For 
first you hold, as far as I understand you, that the article was written 
for my " self-exaltation," or, to quote your own words, " in favor of 
the self-exaltation of the writer." Of any such object I know and 
feel myself to have been utterly guiltless, either in this or any other 
of my writings. In the whole course of this long encyclopedic article 
upon chloroform, if my object had been ^^ self-exaltation," I might, 

* Too mnderaoore the ezprossion lued *' to i^ oonddmble eztflnt," probably with a tIbw of 
IndiootiDg that that is doabtfal ; but raoh, I beliere, was the fact here and elsewhere in the 
first jear of etherization. In the ** Edinbargh Medical Joomal'' for September, 1847, 1 
find it stated by me (p. 133) that <' during the last six months etherisation has been «i«ed to 
m con$id«rMt toBtent in British surgery." The editor of the same Joomal, in his December 
number, — ohloroform haying been introdnoed in the intenral, — obsenret, ** In Edinburgh 
it (chloroform) has been used publicly by all the surgeons of the Royal Infirmary [they had 
not all used ether], and its employment in midwifery practice is almost uniTcnal. Ether,'' 
be adds, "has almost been abandoned." (p. 466.) 
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I have, I find, printed another short epitome of the history of 
anesthetics ; but I am not sure that it will please you better. In a 
paper on ^^ Etherization in Surgery/' published in September, 1847, — 
the first of a series on this snbjeot, — I take occasion to speak of Dr. 
Morton, of Boston, as '^ the gentleman to whom I believe the profes- 
sion and mankind are really and truly indebted for first reducing into 
p^^ractice the production of insensibility by ether-inhalation, with the 
object of annihilating pain in surgical operations,'' -^ language 
stronger, I think, than I have seen in most American essays on the 
subject. And at the meeting of the Edinburgh Medico-Chirurgical 
Society, on November 10th of the same year, I laid before them a 
paper termed ^^ Historical Besearchea regarding the Superinduction 
of Insensibility to Pain in Surgical Operations ; and Announcement 
of a new Ansesthetic Agent.'' This communication on the history of 
anaesthetics, like that in the '^ Encylopsedia Britannica," took up the 
subject in retrograde chronoli^cal order, beginning with sulphuric 
ether firsts as chloroform was not known when it was drawn up a 
week or two previously. In the abstract of this historical paper, 
which appeared in the '' Edinburgh Journal " (it was never published 
entire), I find that I traced out, at much length, the chemical aid 
therapeutic history of sulphuric ether, and added as follows : ^^ Its 
power of producing, by inhalation, effects like intoxication, or like 
the influence of nitrous oxide gas, he (Dr. Simpson) showed to have 
been stated by various American authors, as by Professor Samuel 
Jackson (1883), Wood and Bache (1884), Miller (1846), before it 
was so fortunately adopted by Dr. Morton as an ansesthetic agent. 
His belief was, that Professor Charles Jackson improperly claimed 
the merit pertaining to its recent happy application to surgery, etc. 
Perhaps the idea of relieving patients from the pains of surgery by 
some such means, or rather, the restoration of that idea in recent 
times (for it was an old one), belonged justly to Horace Wells." 
— (See "Edinburgh Monthly Journal of Medical Science " for Decem- 
ber, 1847, p. 453.)* From the abstract of this paper it appears that I 
went chronologically backwards, through ' various old ansesthetic 
vapors and measures, to the use of the fUmes of Indian hemp in the 
time of Herodotus. I then took up the last or second part of the 
paper, and showed the Society the newly discovered anaesthetic, chlo- 
roform, and its effects. 

*The epitome hM been repnblidied in % rolome of mine on ''Ameeiheeia'' (p. 190), 
printed at Philadelphia in 1849; bat it ia not republished in the ooliecUon of my writings 
edited by Drs. Priestley and Storer. I have seen it repeatedly cited, at pretty fUl length, 
In American esaays on auAsthetios— sometimes with, sometimes without, acknowledgment. 
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ether, this fact and discovery of itself marking a new era iu ansBsthc- 
tics and in surgery. 

6. That within a few weeks the vapor of sulphuric ether was 
tried in a number of instances of surgical operations in Boston, — Dr. 
Morton being generally the administrator; — and ether vapor was 
established as a successful anaesthetic in dentistry and surgery. 

6. That in January, and the subsequent spring months of 1847^he 
application of sulphuric ether as an anesthetic in midwifery was 
introduced, described in our medical journals, and fully established 
in Edinburgh, before any case with it was tried in Boston or 
America. 

7. That on the 15th November, 1847, the anesthetic effects of 
chloroform were discovered in Edinburgh, and that it swiftly super- 
seded in Scotland and elsewhere the use of sulphuric ether, and 
extended rapidly and greatly the practice of anesthesia in surgery, 
midwifery, etc. 

I am very sorry to have taken up so much of your time and my 
time with such a petty discussion as the present. It has extended 
to too great a length ; but I am a sad invalid just now, and quite 
unable to write with the force and brevity required. With many of 
our profession in America I have the honor of being personally 
acquainted, and regard their friendship so very highly that I shall 
not regret this attempt — my last perhaps — at professional writing 
as altogether useless on my part, if it tend to fix my name and mem- 
ory duly in their love and esteem. 

Yours, * 

J. Y. S'IMFSON. 

Db. Jacob Biqblow, Boston. 
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spending Members, acknowledging their election to the 
Society, and a communication from Dr. W. S. W. Rus- 
chenberger, of the United States N'avy, expressing, in 
the name of the medical ojfficers of that service, then* 
thanks for the interest expressed in their behalf by the 
Journal of the Society, as regarded the present conflict 
between the Staff and the Line. 

The photograph of Prof Spaeth, added to the So- 
ciety's collection, was exhibited, and the following do- 
nations to the Library announced: — 

From Prof Gusserow, of Zurich, an ^^ Epitome of 
GynsBcological Literature,'* for the past year; and a 
monograph upon the ^^ Temperature of New-bom In- 
fants," by Dr. George Wurster, his clinical assistant; 
and from Dr. John C Hupp, of Wheeling, Va., the 
^Transactions of the Medical Society of West Vir- 
ginia, from 1867 to 1869." 

The gentlemen uominated at the last meeting as Cor- 
responding Members were elected to the Society; as 
also Drs. Joseph H. Warren and- John G. Blake, of 
Boston, as Active Members. 

Dr. Greene exhibited the modification of the retract- 
ing speculum invented by Dr. Nott, of New York. 
The several peculiarities of the instrument were pointed 
out, and it was compared with the other forms of re- 
tractor suggested by Drs. Sims, Thomas, Emmet, and 
Storer, specimens of which were presented by the Sec- 
retary. 

Dr. Calkins reported a case of 

RENAL CALCULUS, 

and exhibited the specimen. 

Mrs. — r-, of Springfield, at intervals of several weeks, 
had severe attacks of pain, extending from the region 
of the right kidney, along the ureter, to the bladder, 
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year and a half after, she aborted at the thu*d month. 
She dated the first knowledge of her troubles from a 
period some six weeks subsequent to a fall, which she 
sustained while walking on the Common about a year 
ago. The abdomen was very much distended, this in- 
terfering materially with respiration. 

Percussion gave unmistakable evideace of the pres- 
ence of fluid. A careful history of the case, with the 
physical examination, established the presence of a large 
(probably unilocular) cyst of the ovary. Prof. Storer 
advised an early operation, for its extirpation. 

November 10th, Dr. H. E. Storer was called to per- 
form the operation, and, after examming the case, he 
coincided in the opinion expressed by his father. There 
were present, Drs. Winslow Lewis, President of the 
Gynaecological Society, Storer, Sen., Warner, and 
Bixby. Chloroform was administered in preference to 
ether, and at least half an hour was purposely consumed 
in bringing the patient under its influence. 

The steps of the operation were as now usually pur- 
sued by Dr. H. E. Storer. A small exploratory incision 
was first made, and, after the diagnosis had been con- 
firmed, the wound was enlarged by means of right- 
angled scissors. The main body of the cyst was found 
free, but at its superior and right lateral margin it 
proved adherent, for a considerable extent, to the omen- 
tum. The adhesions having been careftilly pulled off 
and broken down, the bleeding portion of the omentum 
was allowed to lie upon the surface of the abdomen, 
outside of the wound, exposed to the air, until the hem- 
orrhage from it should be arrested. The tumor was 
now tapped and emptied of its contents; the collapsing 
sac being drawn up till its broad, short pedicle was 
brought within the line of the wound, and compressed 
to a size capable of h^ing held within the grasp of Dr. 
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Storer's clamp shield; the latter was then applied and 
tightened, and the mass cut away by repeated strokes 
of stout scissors. There was no bleeding whatever 
from the stump, the clamp, by moderate pressure, havmg 
closed the vessels completely. Dr. Storer now pro- 
ceeded to secure the pedicle by acupressure. A stout 
steel pin was entered in a zigzag direction, transfixing 
the stmnp, and passing out, to the extent of aii inch, on 
the opposite side. Not feeling quite sure of perfect 
security from a single pin, another was passed, directly 
below the firsts with the view of exercising pressure at 
the intervals not compressed by that. The points of 
these pins were removed by cutting pliers. A wire was 
then thrown, in the figure-of-eight form, around them 
both, add drawn tightly, its extremities being brought 
outside the wound. The clamp being removed, there 
was not the least hemon*hage. The stump was now 
dropped into the abdomen, leaving the extremities of 
the wire and the pin-heads without. There had been 
but little blood discharged into the cavity of the abdo- 
men; and this was carefully removed. The omentum, 
which had ceased to bleed, was returned into the abdo- 
men, and the wound stitched with ten deep silver su- 
tures, each involving the peritoneum. Pressure was 
now exerted upon the diaphragm and both sides of the 
abdomen by pads, made from folded napkins, and a 
swathe was firmly adjusted around the body and pinned 
anteriorly. The patient was then covered with warm 
blankets and allowed to rest. She rallied from the 
chloroform after two hours, and did not complain of the 
least inconvenience up to the sixth day. 

Upon the third day, the pins having been removed by 
the use of Dr. Storer's counterpressor, the symptoms 
and general appearance were as follows: By inspection, 
general aspect thin, sallow, eyes sunken, about the same 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



1870.] Proceedings of the Society. 

her more than the want of nourishment, which had beei 
tempted to be met by a liberal supply of beef tea, etc.. 
rectum. The pulse was one hundred and thirty-six, 
weak; repeated the subcutaneous injections, and app 
a strong tincture of iodine to the cervix. On the 3 
pulse one hundred and fifty; vomiting constantly; 
prostration was very great; the subcutaneous inject 
had produced stupor, from which she would parti 
arouse when vomiting. The mind was wandering 
duced possibly by the- morphine. I came to the con 
sion that death was inevitable without an abortion, wl 
I was advised to produce by a consulting physic 
The necessary means were used for that purpose, an 
seven p. m. a messenger came for me in great haste, i 

ing that the friends of Mrs thought she was dy 

and wished me to call immediately. On my way, 1 1 
Dr. Hutton with me, who pronounced the case a he 
less one, expressing the opinion that she would not 
till morning. I was determined to make another efl 
contrary to the wishes of the patient and friends, as t 
considered death inevitable. I rubbed ext. belladoi 
and lard together, mixed it with cotton wool, and 
plied it to the cervix and all of the vaginal portion of 
uterus. This was done at about eight p. m.; I retur 
at ten, and found her suffering less, and again at on< 
M., and was told that there had been no vomiting for 
la^ two hours. The patient was now resting quiei 
the pupils were dilated, and the cheeks flushed from 
effect of the belladonna. The pulse was better, and 
hopes of the friends were revived. I removed the be 
donna and left her until morning, when I reappliec 
as she was apprehensive of retmning vomiting, \ 
removed it again at one p. m. She remained very c< 
fortable imtil ten A. m., Jan. 1st, 1868, when labor pa 
commenced, and at seven p. m. she aborted. She pas 
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ries by abdominal section^ reported to the SuflTolk Dis- 
trict Medical Society a year or two since, the patient 
had progressed without a bed symptom for many hours 
after the operation. To insure a little better rest and 
to quiet slight pain, Dr. Storer had injected hypodermi- 
cally the seventieth of a grain of atropine. The symp- 
toms of belladonna poisoning were at once induced, and 
within half an hour the patient was dead. He would 
ask if this was not probably an instance of increased 
specific effect of the drug in consequence of exhaustion, 
rather than of an idiosycrasy. 

Dr. Calkins reported a case where he had very nearly 
lost the patient from the injection of only the two hun- 
dredth of a grain of atropia. 

Dr. Bixby had frequently employed atropia by the 
vagina without any trouble. 

Dr. Storer had produced all the specific poisonous 
eflfects of the drug, in a case of acute cystitis, by a vagi- 
nal suppository containing only three grains of extract 
of belladonna. • This was probably, however, merely an 
instance of idiosyncrasy. 

Dr. Warner had produced a similar efiect from a very 
slight application of the same within the cervix uteri. 

Dr. Solomons had repeatjedly employed atropia in 
doses of the fiftieth of a grain without any unpleasant 
consequence. 

Dr. Dutton inquired to what extent a woman should 
be allowed to flow before being considered menorrhagic. 
He would like a standard, in other words, for 

ACTIVE MENORRHAGIA. 

Was the loss of at least twelve napkins in twenty-four 

hours, as laid down by Sims, to be considered the test? 

The President, Dr. Lewis, remarked that, before ac- 
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Dr. Warner said that this fact was no evidence in its 
favor, any more than for Brandreth's pills, or abortifa- 
ciehts. 

Dr. Storer called the attention of the Society to the 
hydrate of chloral as a hypnotic and nervous sedative. 
Dr. Jacobi, of New York, had published cases of its 
use in invalid women, in a late number of the ^ Medical 
Record," and he was himself employing it to a consid- 
erable extent. Its high price was at present its chief 
objection. 

Dr. Storer remarked upon the manoeuvres, medical 
and other, by which the city government had been en- 
ticed to locate the new lunatic hospital upon an unfit 
site, and offered a resolution pertinent to the matter. 
It was unanimously adopted. 

[The resolation referred to was pablished in the Journal of the Society for 
January, 1870.] 

Nominations were referred to the Committee upon 
Membership. 
Adjourned. 



TWBMTT-rOUBTU BBOULAB MBBTDIO, DBO. 21, 1800. 

The twenty-fourth regular meeting of the Society 
was held at Hotel Pelham, on the evening of Dec. 21st, 
the President in the chair. Present, Drs. Lewis, War- 
ner, Bixby, J. H. Warren, Sullivan, and H. R. Storer, 
and, by invitation, Drs. S. Davis and T. J. Stevens, of 
Charlestown, and G. Heaton and E. Cutter, of Boston. 

The President, Dr. Lewis, extended the kindly greet- 
ings of the season to the members of the Society and its 
guests. 

The records of the last meeting were read and ac- 
cepted. 

The Secretary read letters, acknowledging their elec- 
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made at the Princess Helena Paulowna's Institute for 
Mid wives, from 1845 to 1859,'' an article upon ^^Puer- 
peral Fever'' at the same institution, together with de- 
tails from diflferent hospitals in the city of St. Peters- 
burg, and a paper upon ^^ Puerperal Extravasation of 
Blood into the Cellular Tissue," severally by himself; 
and from Prof. Schultze, of Jena, the following very 
valuable collection of memoirs, namely: papers upon 
^^ Palpation of the Pelvic Organs," the ^^ Forensic Diag- 
nosis of Sex," ^ Cicatricial Marks upon the Skin of the 
Thigh," the *^ Changes of Presentation in the Last 
Weeks of Pregnancy," the *^ Origin of Pathological 
Adipose Tissue," the ^^ AUantois as a Normal Element 
in the Mature Placenta," ^^ Superfecundation and Super- 
foetation," "Extra-uterine Pregnancy," "Pessaries of 
soft Copper Wire and Vulcanite," "Placental Respiration 
of the Foetus," " Caesarian Section," the " Chorionic In- 
sertion of the Umbilical Cord," and a treatise upon 
" Obstetrics," severally by himself, and papers by Dr. 
Paul Kampffe upon " Retro-uterine Haematocele," by Dr. 
August Hausmann upon "Uterine Fibroids," by Dr. 
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Hirschaiier upon ^Retroversion and Retroflexion of 
the Pregnant Uterus/' and by Dr. Maximilian Schuller 
upon ^ Lacerated Perineum.'' 

Br. Bixby exhibited specimens of condylomata re- 
moved by Dr. Storer during the past week; the patient, 
a young unmarried person from a distant city, having 
been brought to him to operate upon for hemorrhoids. 
Upon examination, the supposed hemorrhoids proved 
specific, and in addition there was a large mucous tuber- 
* cle upon one of the labia. 

Dr. Bixby also exhibited a cervical polypus, removed 
by Dr. Storer since the last meeting. The case was an 
interesting one, from the fact that it had long been treated 
empirically by physicians for metrorrhagia, without the 
true character of the disease having been suspected. 

Dr. Storer, allading to the remarks made by him at 
the last meeting of the Society concerning the employ- 
ment of Simpson's 

INTRA-UTBRINB GALYANIO BATTERIES, 

stated that there were gentlemen who, from non-famil- 
iarity with the instrument, were sceptical as to the pos- 
sibility of any direct result ensuing from its use, and, if 
this were granted, as to the way in which it was effected. 
He would therefore exhibit to the Society a pessary re- 
moved that day, the zinc portion thickly encrusted by 
the stflts of copper, which could only have been depos- 
ited by a decided galvanic current. As first employed 
by Simpson, the copper and zinc plates comprising the 
stem were placed end to end, the zinc being situated 
farthest away from the copper bulb which prevented the 
entrance of the stem to such an extent as to allow its 
point to press injuriously upon the uterine wall. By 
this arrangement of the plates, however, the incrusta- 
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partial anaesthesia is apt to produce unseemly attempts 
at micturition, Dr. Cutter inquired if members had no- I 

ticed the increased flow of urine induced by the inhala- i 

tion of ether or chloroform. He believed it to»exist 
almost invariably. 

Dr. Sullivan thought it very likely that this might 
be the case. That the kidneys were stimulated by the 
drug might be expected, inasmuch as the odor of ether 
is so strongly imparted to the urine. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



J 



344 • Proceedings of the Society. [June, 

men would recollect the evidence already brought 
before the Society regarding the influence of hepatic 
congestion in increasing uterine disorder.* 
Dr. Sullivan would say a few words concerning 

HYPODERMIO INJECTIONS, 

inasmuch as doubt had been raised at the last meeting 
regarding their safety. He had employed them con- 
stantly for ten years, and now averaged, he thought, at 
least a dozen a day. He had neyer noticed any posi- 
tively injurious effect. With regard to the case re- 
ported by Dr. Storer, where death had very quickly 
followed the injection of the seventieth of a grain of 
atropia subsequent to an operation, it is possible that 
the dose may have been a larger one than would have 
been advisable under the circumstances, inasmuch as it 
was uncombined with morphia, which is so antagonistic 
to the toxical effect of atropia. 

Dr. Bixby expressed surprise at Dr. Sullivan's favora- 
ble experience of hypodermy, inasmuch as it had been 
his own fortune, and during a somewhat extensive use 
of the remedy, to generally find nausea where morphia 
was thus employed. 

Dr. Sullivan thought that tibis was because the nau- 
seating property of the morphia was not neutralized by 
combining atropia with it. He considered this method 
of employing an opiate by far the least objectionable. 
His usual formula was the following: — 

ft. MorphisB sulphat., gr. xviii.; atropise sulphat,, gr. 
i.; aqu8B distillat. — s i. Dose, gtt. x== morphise gr. ss; 
atropisB gr. 1-36. 

Dr. Warner asked how many drops Dr. Sullivan 
allowed to the ounce. I ] 



* This Joornal, Noyember, 1869, p. 277. 
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Dr. S. replied three hundred and sixty, and not four 
hundred and eighty, as ordinarily supposed; the test of 
the drop being the amount that runs off as such from the 
point of the hypodermic needle. 

Considerable discussion here ensued upon the ques- 
tion, it being generally thought that there ought to be 
a more reliable standard of the drop than now exists. 

Dr. Cutter inquired whether the needles of the syr- 
inge did not often vary in size. 

Dr. Sullivan said not, and Dr. Warren corroborated 
the statement. He had employed syringes made for 
him by both Luer and Charrier, of Paris, and the 
needles were the same. Dr. S. considered that by the 
use of hypodermy there was less risk of a patient be- 
coming addicted to the uejp of opium. 

On the other hand. Dr. Cutter related a case from the 
practice of Dr. Stevens, of Stoneham, where the patient 
had acquired the habit of thus employing opium to such 
an extent that thfe body was perfectly covered by the 
points of puncture. 

Dr. Warner related a similar case seen by him at the 
Adams House, in this city. 

Dr. Warren desired to know if the combination of 
atropia with the 4norphia destroyed the patient's desire 
to employ the latter drug. He had a patient who used 
to simulate attacks of colic for the purpose of persuad- 
ing him to inject her with morphia. 

Dr. Sullivan could not say with regard to Dr. Warren's 
question, but he was sure that the dose did not have to 
be constantly increased, as where the morphia was used 
alone. He still thought that there was much less risk 
of a patient's becoming addicted to it by hypodermy 
than where it was given by mouth. 

Dr. Warren, upon the other hand, believed that the 
escape found from the nausea and other annoyances 



Digitized by 



t^oogle 



346 Proceedings of the Society. [June, 

accompanying its exhibition by mouth would be likely 
to serve as an inducement to a resort to hypodermic in- 
jections where these had once been employed. 

Dr. Bixby related a case from the practice of Dr. Wm. 
Wood, of Portland, where the patient got into the habit 
of taking hypodermic injections of morphia several times 
daily. It was first administered by her physician, and 
afterwards by her maid. He was satisfied that in this 
case the habit was a great obstacle to recovery. 

Dr. Warren related a case from St. John, N. B., now 
under his care, where, since the discontinuance of rectal 
injections of morphia, the pain for which they were 
given had spontaneously begun to disappear. He 
thought that here the pain, or the tendency to pain, had 
been kept up by the opiate. ^ 

Dr. Sullivan stated that he was now using the hydrate 
of chloral, as suggested at the last meeting by Dr. Storer, 
and with excellent effect. 

Dr. Warren related a case of 

PHANTOM SUPRA-PUBAL TUMOR, WITH REGULAR PERI- 
ODS OP APPEARANCE AND DISAPPEARANCE. 

It was most marked at the menstrual period. He 
would ask an explanation of this phenomenon. 

Dr. Warner inquired if vaginal examination revealed 
any increased size of the uterus. There were cases of 
subinvolution where this seemed to be the case during 
the week preceding the menstrual flow. This was owing 
to the normal congestion preparatory to the discharge. 

Dr. Warren replied that there certainly did exist pa- 
rietal enlargement, but that the uterine cavity was not 
elongated. 

Dr. Storer called attention to the fact that, in addition 
to the periodical congestion spoken of, there was an 
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added condition in many anterior flexions or versions, 
— a priapism, as it were, of the uterus itself, by which 
the organ, through its very turgescence, is temporarily 
straightened upon its axis, so that its fundus, previously 
lying against or below the pubic arch, rises above it, and 
becomes for the time more readily perceptible. 

Dr. Warren asked what should be the treatment in 
the case related. 

Dr. Warner alluded to the effect occasioned by portal 
congestion in these cases, and stated that here was a 
positive indication for treatment. The effect alluded to 
was very evident in the case of rectal congestions, and 
there was additional proof of it in the almost constant 
coincidence of hepatic congestion with hemorrhoids in 
the male, where this connection was not masked, as it 
was in the female by the menstrual congestion. Here 
. in Boston it was considered that Epsom salts were all 
powerful in disease of the liver. He was called upon, at 
his examination by the Censors of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, to state his treatment of such disease. 
Having been bred at the West, he answered that he 
placed much confidence in a mercurial. He was then 
told that to do so was highly improper, and that salts 
were vastiy superior for the purpose. He still held, 
however, by his opinion, despite these high local au- 
thorities. 

Dr. Storer was not surprised to hear, as he now did 
for the first time, of this portion of Dr. Warner's expe- 
rience when running the gauntlet so hospitably provided 
for strangers. He agreed with him in regard to the 
benefit of mercurials where uterine disease was in- 
creased by hepatic congestion. 

The President, Dr. Lewis, remarked that he coin- 
cided with him also. 
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Dr. Warren called attention to the 

EMENBNAGOGIO ACTION OF BORATE OF SODA, 

whether by mouth or by vaginal injection. It both 
increased, he thought, the menstrual flow and excited 
uterine contraction. 

Dr. Stevens, of Charlestown, asked if it predisposed 
to post-partum hemorrhage, where it was given, like 
ergot, to hasten labor. 

Dr. Warren replied that it did not, and that he con- 
sidered it far more reliable than ergot in its action. 

Dr. Warner remarked upon the difficulty of always 
obtaining ergot of reliable character. He h^d himself 
had no personal experience of the borate of soda by 
vaginal injection for the purposes indicated. 

Dr. Stevens asked the size of the dose where it was 
employed as a parturient. 

Dr. Warren replied that he gave a drachm every hour, 
dissolved in sweetened water. 

Dr. Storer ofltered the following resolutions, which 
were seconded and unanimously adopted: — 

JSesolvedy That, in the opinion of this Society, the vote 
passed at the meeting of the American Medical Associa- 
tion at New Orleans the present year, condemnatory of 
cards by specialists in medical journals, is in no sense 
justified by the obvious reading of that section of the 
Code of Ethics which prescribes Duties for the Support 
of Professional Character. 

JBesolvedy That such cards ought not to be considered 
as public advertisements, nor as intended to ^^ invite the 
attention of individuals afflicted with particular dis- 
e9.ses;" but simply to remind physicians uninterested in 
the affections referred to, and often desirous of trans- 
ferring their charge, that there are gentlemen who 
devote themselves to their treatment. 
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Resolvedy That, while the Society would discourage 
a resort to cards in medical journals by gynaecologists, 
thinking it far better that professional reputation should 
rest upon no less a foundation than the publication of 
scientific memoirs, or the delivery of lectures at medi- 
cal schools or to physicians, it yet deprecates any at- 
tempt to close by legislation what has become a legiti- 
mate means of communication between medical men. 

ISTominations were referred to the Committee upon 
Membership. 

The Secretary announced that the next was the an- 
nual meeting of the Society, and that the Sisters of St. 
Francis had extended an invitation to the Society to 
hold the meeting at their new hospital for women, at 
Somerville. Upon motion, it was voted to accept the 
invitation. 

Adjourned. 



DIGITALIS IN UTERINE HEMORRHAGE. 

Br JoHH L. Sullivan, Maldbh. 

[Read b^fi>re the Society, Fd>, 1, 1870.] 

Wrttbrs on materia medica agree in ascribing value 
to digitalis in the treatment of hemorrhages, especially 
epistaxis, haemoptysis, and metrorrhagia. At present I 
shall limit my remarks to its employment in the last- 
named aflfection, metrorrhagia. 

The attention of the profession was first directed to 
digitalis in connection with uterine hemorrhage by Dr. 
W. Howship Dickinson, one of the physicians to St. 
George's Hospital, London. In December, 1855, this 
gentleman communicated to the ^^ Medical Times and 
Gazette'' a series of cases of uterine hemorrhage treated 



Digitized by 



Google 



350 The Use of Digitalia [June, 

by digitalis alone, in which the remedy proved remark- 
ably successful. Dr. Dickinson's observations were 
numerous, carefully conducted, and highly conclusive 
as to the curative action exerted by the medicine. ^^ As 
usual, this important discovery was accidental. A fe- 
male was almost exsanguinous from prolonged uterine 
hemorrhage. Sulphuric acid, acetate of lead, and tan- 
nic acid were used in vain. An attack of pericarditis 
supervened, after which the action of the heart became 
tumultuous, and was accompanied with a regurgitant, 
aortic murmur. With a vague idea that the cardiac 
derangement might maintain the hemorrhage, digitalis 
was prescribed, and an Improvement began which in- 
creased to health. In eveiy case of uterine hemorrhage 
unconnected with organic disease, requiring the employ- 
ment of active remedies, admitted into the hospital after 
October, 1854, digitalis was had recourse to as the sole 
treatment, and the discharge was invariably arrested by 
it. The time which elapsed before the hemorrhage sub- 
sided varied with the dose in which the digitalis was 
exhibited. "Where large doses were given, as an ounce 
to an ounce and a half of the infusion, the discharge 
never appeared after the second day. In uterine hem- 
orrhage connected with organic disease, the remedy 
acted with less certainty; its exhibition was required for 
a longer time, and its effect was sometimes transient. 
Sixteen cases of uterine hemorrhage were thus treated. 
The digitalis was exhibited before and durmg labor 
when the pains were inadequate. They all demonstrated 
the power of the drug to excite the muscular action of 
the uterus.'' 

Previous to these observations the remedial action of 
digitalis in metrorrhagia, or indeed in any form of hem- 
orrhage, had not been demonstrated, although its use 
in these affections had been isuggested upon theoretical 
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gronnds. Dr. Dickinson's statements were ftilly con- 
firmed by subsequent observers, including Barclay, 
Trousseau, and Decaisne. The last details an example 
of profuse hemorrhage occurring at the menstrual peri- 
ods, occasioned by fungous growths in the uterine cav- 
ity, which appeared to be entirely controlled by digitaline 
in the daily dose of six granules. 

The above facts, gathered from several sources, afford 
a synopsis of the medical history of digitalis, so far as 
relates to its employment in uterine hemorrhage. 

Dr. Dickinson's observations seem to have attracted 
little attention. This mAy well excite surprise, in view 
of the eagerness with which reputed discoveries in thera- 
peutics are usually embraced, especially by the younger 
and less conservative members of the profession. It 
might have been predicted that a novel method of treat- 
ment, purporting to be of value in a morbid affection of 
so frequent occurrence, and oftentimes of such gravity, 
as uterine hemorrhage, would have found many admir- 
ers, and have been speedily subjected to an ordeal suffi- 
cient to establish or disprove its claims. Especially 
might this have been anticipated when the method in 
question was found emanating from a trustworthy 
source; illustrated by a series of successful cases in the 
practice of its originator, and confirmed by the experi- 
ence of others. That such was not the fact, in the in- 
stance under consideration, is no less true than excep- 
tional. Cases of uterine hemorrhage treated by digitalis 
may have been reported; but the number is not great. 
To whatever cause it may be attributed, certain it is that 
digitalis as a remedy for this affection has not received 
the consideration which it deserves, in view of the suc- 
cess obtained from its use by Dr. Dickinson. 

This will be conceded when it is remembered that Dr. 
Dickinson's original observations are adduced by recent 
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authorities, as Waring, Brunton, and Stille, as furnish- 
ing not only the principal evidence in favor of digitalis 
as a remedy in uterine hemorrhage, but almost the only 
examples of its employment in that disease. The works 
of these familiar writers have made the profession gen- 
erally acquainted with Dr. Dickinson's method of treat- 
ing metrorrhagia. Ignorance of the subject, therefore, 
will not explain the neglect of which I speak. Other 
causes must be sought, prominent among which may be 
mentioned:— 

1. The evidence on which Dr. Dickinson's conclu- 
sions rest may have been deemed inadequate, and his 
favorable opinion of digitalis regarded as an instance 
of the exaggerated value too often placed upon a rem- 
edy by its discoverer; or, 2. The danger attending the 
administration of digitalis may have deterred many con- 
scientious physicians from its employment. The latter 
supposition is rendered probable by the very general 
and praiseworthy reluctance to resort to what might 
justly be called heroic treatment in cases which are 
amenable to milder and safer methods. 

I confess to have once shared the current opinion, not 
to say prejudice, which places digitalis in the category 
of hazardous remedies, to be used only in exceptional 
cases. Subsequent experience has lessened this appre- 
hension, and I now, except in case of persons of weak 
hearts, administer digitalis whenever, in my judgment, 
it is required. But to this point I shall revert more 
fully hereafter. 

In 1857, being then ignorant of Dr. Dickinson's ob- 
servations, first published two years earlier, I was led 
to employ digitalis for the first time in the treatment 
of uterine hemorrhage. The case was similar to that 
which suggested its use to the distinguished physician of 
St. George's Hospital, namely, metrorrhagia complicated 
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by organic disease of the heart. I have since given it in 
nearly thirty cases of hemorrhage from the womb, de- 
pending upon a variety of pathological conditions. In 
these cases, digitalis, either alone or combined with 
valerian, when the latter seemed indicated, was the only 
medicine employed. Mj experience has therefore con- 
siderably exceeded t^xat which formed the basis of Dr. 
Dickinson's memoir. I subjoin brief outlines of several 
cases, selected almost at random, including the one 
alluded to in which the drug was first exhibited: — 

Case I. — Mrs. I. W. R., aged forty, multipara, with 
mitral insufficiency, in June, 1857, aborted at the third 
month. I was called in consequence of profuse hemor- 
rhage, which set in several hours after the ovum had 
been expelled. I observed that the action of the heart 
was violent and tumultuous, and, on auscultation, recog- 
nized an organic lesion. Surmising that the hemor- 
liiage, which persisted after the removal of coagula from 
the vagina and os uteri, might be maintained in some 
degree by the cardiac derangement, I ordered fl. ext. 
valerian 5 i., tr. digitalis gtt. xx., q.q.h.s. sum. ; beef-tea 
and wine-whey p. r. n. Under this treatment the hem- 
orrhage soon yielded, and the patient made a good re- 
covery. That the arrest of the hemorrhage was not a 
coincidence, but due to the action of the remedy, was 
proved by this circumstance: several days after the 
mixture had been discontinued the discharge returned 
with violence, but, on the medicine being resumed, it 
quickly and permanently ceased. 

Casb n. — Mrs. J. L. C, primipara, aged thirty-fom*, 
sanguine temperament, florid complexion, good consti- 
tution, when a girl and in good health menstruated 
regularly every five weeks, twenty-eight days elapsing 
between the cessation of one period and the commence- 
ment of another. A year ago aborted at the third 
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suffered from ^ womb complaint ^^ for nearly four years, 
and during that time had suffered ^many things of 
many physicians, and was nothmg bettered^ but rather 
grew worse.'' Since the uterine symptoms set in has 
had dysmenorrhoea and menorrhagia (more or less pro- 
fuse) ; attributes her disorder to *^ hard wortc,'' and much 
going up and down stairs. Uterus retro verted; fundus 
enlarged and nodulated; cervix enlarged, ^gristly," 
and sensitive; os patulous, but not ulcerated; at pres- 
ent, hemorrhage excessive. Promptly arrested by digi- 
talis; it produced mild toxic symptoms, but they were 
relieved by muriate of morphia. 

Case V. resembles Case I.; hemorrhage followed 
abortion at the fourth month, in a young and healthy 
woman, aged twenty-three. The discharge soon yielded 
to infusion of digitalis, which, in this case, caused no 
unpleasant symptoms. 

Case VI. — Mrs. J. R. J., aged forty-two, mother of 
six children, — all living and healthy, — r was injured, as 
she states, during her last confinement, — nearly five 
years ago, — through the ignorance or ofiSciousness of 
her medical attendant. ^ Since then has never seen a well 
day,'' but suffered constantly from disease of the womb, 
of which menorrhagia forms a prominent symptom. Un- 
til this summer (1868) has not left her bed for more 
than two years; was first seen by me on night of Oct. 
4th, 1868, on account of profuse uterine hemorrhage, 
which began on the morning of the same day. Patient 
pale, emaciated, and exceedingly nervous; pulse marked- 
ly hemorrhagic ; discharge excessive ; bed and bed-clothes 
soaked in blood; uterus retroflexed, greatly enlarged, 
indurated, and sensitive. Infusion of digitalis, given as 
in the preceding cases, was followed by equally favorable 
results. The hemorrhage abated as soon as the consti- 
tutional effects of the medicine (nausea, vomiting, and 
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ine cervix uteri, oi norous ana noroia tumors oi tne 
uterus, — pedunculated and non-pedunculated. Subin- 
volution, congestion, altered condition of the mucous 
lining, or abnormal contents of the womb, as portions 
of a retained ovum or placenta, fibrinous clots or the 
like, may give rise to hemorrhage; so likewise may mal- 
positions, spongoid tumors of the cervix, malignant dis- 
ease, etc. It may result from collections of faecal matter 
in the rectum and large intestine, or from hepatic de- 
rangements occasioning mechanical irritation of the 
hemorrhoidal vessels and uterus. When there are no 
local lesions of the generative organs, hemorrhage may 
be dependent: 1. Upon debility arising from superlacta- 
tion; 2. Upon congestion of the portal system in conse- 
quence of mitral or aortic obstruction, or of emphysema 
of the lungs, or chronic bronchitis, inducing a similar 
distended condition of the veins; or, 3. It may occur as 
a consequence of kidney disease and albuminuria. 
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words : ^ There never was a more unjust or unjustifiable 
attack than Dr. Bigelow's. I know from the inmost 
depths of my own conscience that I never said or wrote 
a single word to detract from the mightiness of the 
discovery of ansBsthesia by sulphuric ether at Boston in 
1846. But surely the discovery of another anaesthetic 
by me, a year afterwards, more powerful, practical, and 
useful than sulphuric ether, was in itself a fact of no 
small moment.'' The closing sentence of that magnifi- 
cent plea for justice, completed with the closing life, in 
which he vindicated the pre-eminent claim of Dr. Horace 
Wells, will not soon be forgotten. He was speaking 
of his many friends in this country, ^ whose friendship 
I regard so very highly that I shall not regret this at- 
tempt — my last perhaps — at professional writing as 
altogether useless on my part, if it tend to fix my name 
and memory duly in their love and esteem.'' To the 
private note to ourselves he added: ^^ My assistant, Dr. 
Coghill, has just told me that a patient of mine, who 
has been here from ^America for some months, has re- 
ceived a copy of Dr. Bigelow's letter from America by 
the last post. I suppose this shows how active some 
Bostonian physicians are against me in this matter. 
Surely in common courtesy Dr. Bigelow ought to have 
sent me a proper and authenticated copy. Probably the 
strife has been fanned — it is suggested to me — by one 
or two medical men in this city, for there are one or 
two in our city who have quarrelled bitterly with me, 
though I have never quarrelled with them. They are 
old pupils, who ought to have felt deep gratitude for 
what I had done for them; but I have foimd, what many 
others have found, that what ought to be deep grati- 
tude, sometimes, and without any apparent cause what- 
ever, becomes deep malignity. I forgive them most 
willingly all they have done. God has made my life 
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the laurels from his living brow. To the dead comes 
justice at last. 

^ A meeting of the physicians of the United States, 
now in Washington, will be held at the Army Medical 
Museum to-day (Monday), at 12 o'clock, to take appro- 
priate action upon a telegram received by Dr. H. R. 
Storer, annoimcing the death of Professor Sir James 
T. Simpson, of Edinburgh. 

^J. K. Babnes^ 

" Surgeon- Oeneral^ JJ. 8. Army. 
^Wm. Maxwell Wood, 
^ Chief of Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, U. 8* Navy.^ 

^William P. Johnston, 
^^P^esideni of the Medical Society of the District of 
Columbia. 

^ Noble Young, 
^Ptesident of the Faculty of the Medical Department of 
Gfeorgdown College. 

^^ Thomas Millbb, 
^President of the National Medical College. 
^^ Joseph Carson, 

^ Of Pennsylvania. 
^ John L. Sullivan, 

^^ Of Massachusetts.^^ 

Pursuant to the above call, a very large assemblage 
of physicians from the several parts of the country was 
convened, many of the delegates to the American Med- 
ical Association, whose session had just closed, still re- 
maining in Washington. The meeting was called to 
order by Dr. J. C. Hall, the senior member of the med- 
ical profession in Washington, and was organized by 
the appointment of a president, four vice-presidents, and 
a secretary, as follows: — 
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Dr. Horatio R. Storer, of Boston, then spoke as fol- 
lows:^ — 

^Mr. Chairman and Brethren of the Profession: 
It is with the deepest grief that I announce to yon 
the decease, of which I have learned by cable dis- 
patch from his son, of Prof. Sir James T. Simpson, of 
Edinburgh. ^ That our friend had himself prepared me 
by messages from his dying bed for his departure, ren- 
ders the loss none tjie easier to be borne. His very 
fortitude in his suffering, and his resignation to the 
Divine will, but revealed a more profound depth and a 
lovelier beauty in his character, with which it was but 
the harder to part. 

^^Dr. Simpson was so universally known to our pro- 
fession throughout the world, as he was, indeed, to man- 
kind at large, that I need enter into no detail concern- 
ing his history. He rose from the obscurity of a 
country village to be the favorite of his sovereign, the 
peer of the highest literary and scientific authorities, the 
cynosure of the medical and surgical intellect of this 
century. It was as if by magic; but his only talisman 
lay in the perfect bravery, persistency, sincerity, and 
simplicity of his life. Quick to perceive, he was 
equally apt in executing. He expended no unneces- 
sary force, he begrudged no required effort. He was 
not merely the skilled accoucheur and the thoughtful, 
wise gynsBcologist. His suggestions regarding acu- 
pressure, now in daily practice, have placed him as a 
surgeon side by side with Ambrose Par6, while the rev- 
olution achieved by him as to the fundamental idea of 
hospitalism entitles him to the glorious appellation of 
having been the modern father of medicine, a second 
Hippocrates. 

^ There are those present who, from personal acquaint- 
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ance with the facts, know that these claims are in no 
sense forced or overstated. At less than sixty he had 
accomplished all that has been said, and yet, still in the 
fresh prime of his life, we hoped for even riper fruits 
from his vast experience. But it was not so ordained. 
His last professional work, sent to us from his death- 
bed, was for the vindication of the honor of one of our 
own countrymen, whose memory, thus redeemed, will 
always be embalmed in our hearts, conjoined with that 
of Simpson. His reply to the second letter of Dr. Ja- 
cob Bigelow, concerning the history of Practical An- 
aesthesia, communicated to the Gynaecological So- 
ciety of Boston, and received through it by you at the 
session of the American Medical Association just 
ended, went far to influence your decision a^ to the per- 
son to whom the honor of that glorious discovery, the 
most beneficent ever made since the foundation of the 
world, was really due. By an unanimous vote upon 
the last day of the session, and in pursuance of the rec* 
ommendation of the Section of Practical Medicine and 
Obstetrics, by whom the evidence adduced had been 
carefully scrutinized, yOu pronounced in favor of the 
late Dr. Horace Wells, of Hartford, Connecticut. Upon 
the evening of the same day, — his earthly labors thus 
beautifully ended, the spirit of Dr. Simpson took its 
flight. 

*^ There could be no place in this country so fitting for 
these few words of eulogy, this first poor utterance of 
our common gratitude, as the national capital; and this 
Army Medical Museum, filled as it is with the results 
of achievements formerly impossible, is in itself his fit- 
ting monument. Coming together from the uttermost 
parts of the continent, we go hence to homes where his 
name is everywhere a household word, never to be for- 
gotten, so long as the primal curse, from which, through 
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God's great grace, he took the sting, shall lie upon 
suffering woman. The nations will rise up indeed to 
call him blessed; and blessed he is, if to have faith- 
fully worked through his whole life in the Lord'^ vine- 
yard, in season and out of season, cheerfully doing that 
which was given him to do, bearing up under the heav- 
iest domestic aflSiictions, not resenting unkindly the sar- 
casms and ingratitude of petty men, assuming withal, 
for the dear Saviour's sake. His heavy cfoss, the jeers 
of sceptics, and the taunts of those who daily crucify 
Him anew, — if to have lived thus is to have gained en- 
trance into the joy of the Lord, blessed is he indeed. 

^^ Of my own personal bereavement, I have now no 
right to speak. There may be those present, however, 
who will remember my language of fifteen years ago, 
in the preface to the American edition of those ^ Me- 
moirs and Contributions,' to edit which, in conjunction 
with Dr. Priestley, now of London, it had been my 
great privilege to be selected. ^Treating me as his 
son, I had learned to love him as a parent.' As such, 
indeed, I have found the tie that is now broken. There 
are sorrows that cannot express themselves in words. 
I can only offer you the following resolutions. They 
will be found but feebly to convey what I know is in 
all your hearts: — 

^^ Whereas J It is an instinctive and very natural de- 
sire among men to lament with those who are in afflic- 
tion, and to mourn with those who weep; and whereas 
it has pleased the Giver of both mortal and eternal life, 
to call unto himself his good and faithful servant, 
known upon earth as Dr. James Y. Simpson, of Edin- 
burgh; therefore, 

^^Besolvedy That in Dr. Simpson, American physicians 
recognized not merely an eminent and learned Scotch 
practitioner, but a philanthropist whose love encircled 
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ciation met in Baltimore, in the year 1848, a report was 
read by the Chairman of the Committee on Obstetrics, 
Dr. Harvey Lindsley, of this city, detailing the result of 
his own experience in the use of chloroform in labor, 
and urging its trial as an agent, which, he believed, 
would prove most valuable in alleviating suffering in 
the agonizing throes of travail. This subject was then 
new, and the profession was not prepared to give to the 
report their unqualified approval. In the debate which 
followed, one of the most distinguished professors of 
obstetrics in this country entered his protest against the 
receipt of and endorsement by the Association of the 
recommendations contained in the report. But now 
what a change time and experience m the use of chloro- 
form in labor have accomplished in the medical mind I 
Throughout the length and breadth of this great Ameri- 
can Union there is not a single well-educated physician, 
I will venture to assert, who is not prepared to unite 
with me in the declaration that this branch of the heal- 
ing art is immensely indebted to that great discoverer 
of the anaesthetic properties of chloroform, for the evi- 
dence he afforded of its safety and beneficial effects in 
many cases of natural labor; but especially for its ines- 
timable value in obstetrical operations. And as in the 
past, so in the future, with each revolving year, from 
every rostrum of our medical schools the name of Simp- 
son will be pronounced with feelings of respect and 
admiration, for his many valuable contributions to the 
advancement of obstetrical science.^' 

Dr. George A. Otis, United States Army, then rose 
to make the acknowledgments of the army . surgeons 
for the great discoveries of Dr. Simpson, as follows: — 

^Mr. President and Gentlemen: As we progress in 
t^e journey of life it would appear as though the mile- 



Digitized by 



Google 



s 

1< 

y 
a 
i] 
n 

P 

g 
o 

o 

o 

g 
I 

d 

fj 

ft 

t( 

ei 
a 
U 

V 
n 

s: 

A 

ai 
d( 
tt 
oJ 
n< 
ai 



* Dr. Otis bad not then appreciated that the honon paid to Dr. Wells were for the di*- 
ooTery of practical amathaia far mrgiad purpo$tt, — a point ikr beyond that reached by Sir 
Hamphre; Davy. 
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useful knowledge. It was on these occasions that his 
genial character, unobtrusive modesty, and vast attain* 
ments were most conspicuously manifested. 

^ To Americans he was especially kind and courteous. 
I remember most gratefully my own cordial reception 
at his hands. It was my good fortune to be under his 
roof, to ride with him on his daily professional rounds, 
and to visit his modest infirmary, so familiar to my 
friend. Dr. Storer; and I can truly say that my inter- 
course with that great and good man is among the 
most agreeable recollections of ray foreign sojourn. 

^ Standing as it were by the open grave of our illus- 
trioiys friend, pointing as it does to our own frail mor- 
tality, how empty seem to us all worldly distinctions! 
How petty the jealousies and struggles which fill our 
own brief space of existence I As we cordially vote upon 
the resolutions offered, let us hope that our own lives 
may be marked by useful achievements, and that over 
our dust may rise the fragrant memory of good deeds.'' 

Gren. R. D. Mussey then, in behalf of the other learned 
professions and of the laity, delivered a most impressive 
address, describing the career of Sir James Y. Simpson 
as a monument of the immortal renown that might be at- 
tained by patience, courage, and genius, and asserting 
that perhaps of all men of modem times he had been the 
greatest benefactor of the human race. 

He said: — 

^^Mr. Chairman: I appear here only by your cour- 
tesy, in one sense, for I am a layman; but in another 
and a larger sense I am here of right, for to me, too, 
the news of Dr. Simpson's death was the intelligence 
that I had lost a benefactor. I know it is somewhat 
presumptuous in me to undertake to represent the loss 
which the men and women who know your noble pro- 
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Dr. Hall then moved that the copy of the resolutions 
to be sent to Lady Simpson should be signed by those 
present. 

The resolutions were then adopted by a standing 
vote, and were signed by the following gentlemen: — 

Dr. Thomas Miller, President; Surgeon George Cly- 
mer, U. S. N.; Professor Noble Young, Dr. L. P. 
Brush, of Delaware, General J. K. Barnes, U. S. A., 
Vice-Presidents; Dr. J. C. Hall; Dr. H. Van Aemam, 
Commissioner of Pensions; Dr. W. P. Johnston; Dr. 
William M. Wood, Chief of Bureau, U. S. N.; Dr. 
Harvey Lindsley, Professor Johnson Eliot, Dr. W. W. 
Potter, Dr. J. W. Buckley, Dr. C. C. Thomas, Dr. R. 
King Stone, Dr. J. Taber Johnson, Dr. J. M. Toner, 
Dr. S. J. Radcliffe, Dr. G. S. Palmer, Dr. J. F. B. Mc- 
Clery, Dr. D. W. Bliss, Dr. D. S. Edwards, Dr. Na- 
than S. Lincoln, Dr. Basil Norris, Dr. George A. Otis, 
Dr. R. E. Williams, Dr. R. C. Deane, Dr. Horatio R. 
Storer, Dr. John L. Sullivan, Dr. J. Ford Thompson, 
Dr. B. F. Craig, Dr. W. M. Walsh, Dr. J. J. Wood- 
ward, Dr. D. S. Lamb, Dr. W. Marbury, Dr. A. Y. P. 
Garnett, Dr. W. D. Steward, Dr. C. C. Cox, Dr. P. R. 
Hoy, Dr. Joseph Walsh, Dr. R. Howard, Professor 
Joseph Carson, Professor Thomas Antieell, Dr. John 

C, Riley, Dr. J. F. Hartigan, Dr. J. E. Dexter, Dr. S. 
S. Bond, Dr. Flodoardo Howard, Dr. P. H. Brennan, 
Dr. H. W. Sawtelle, Dr. John S. Billings, Dr. C. H. 
Lamb, Dr. C. F. Nalley, Dr. C. C. H. Fenwick, Dr. J. 

D. Barnes, Dr. C. Smart. 

The meeting then adjourned. 



One of the most touching ceremonies ever held 
in this city took place on the evening of May 17, at the 
Memorial Meeting of the Gynaecological Society of 
Boston, in honor of their late beloved associate. A 
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iel Pelham, placed at the disposal 
Dix, the owner of the building, 
into a very beautiful mortuaiy 
oor of whichj as well as the altar, 
•ning. Above the altar were sus- 
merica and Great Britain, with a 
taining Dr. Simpson's monogram, 
ion: ^^Fuit ubique in terris^ est in 
Itar was a handful of white rose- 
B lit by lofly alcohol flambeaux, 
vhole was solemn and impressive 



lied to order by the President of 
jlow Lewis. Dr. Sullivan then 
of the meeting as follows: — 

I Gentlemen: Since our last 
nember of the profession in Great 
y. I need not acquaint you with 
ridely known and so deeply de- 
es Y. Simpson is no more. The 
lear to philanthropy, science, and 
i^ery generous bosom a pang of 
ief. I need not remind you that 
►norary member associated with 
not remind you that he evinced 
remarkable concern in its pros- 
t literary and professional eflfprt, 
g bed, was on its behalf and in 
erican discoverer. At the news 
I every heart that throbs in sym- 
ering ran a thrill of painful emo- 
ssuaged, for to every thoughtful 
^hout the civilized world Simp- 
3 eloquent language of Dr. Cox, 
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business, the real, highest, honestest business of every 
son of man. Every man who is worth his salt has his 
enemies who must be beaten^^ be they evil thoughts and 
habits in himself, or spiritual wickednesses in high 
places, or Bussians, or border-ruffians, or Bill, Tom, or 
Harry, who will not let him live his life in quiet till he 
has^thrashed them.'* Having fought the good fight, 
he now has found the peace that passeth understand- 
ing. 

^M have said that the force of Dr. Simpson's personal 
character was the great and powerful lever with which, 
as never physician in our time, he moved the world, 
the all-sufficient fulcnmi being given him from above. 
I have chanced my hand upon what might have been 
the photograph of Dr. Simpson's inner life. It was 
written by a dear Mend, Kev. Phillips Brooks, whose 
words never fail of very direct application: — 

^ * The prophet, the philosopher, the ruler, and the saint, 
the scholar has always been all these. Not ever wholly 
one, for always, in each, all the others will bear witness 
by some protest that they, too, are functions of the per- 
fect scholar. It is personal force which is the main- 
spring of all other forces. For where is force except in 
persons? Where is the force of truth except as true 
men make it effective on their fellows? Where is the 
power of abstract ideas, which, grasped into a mighty 
personality, and grouped as the attributes of a personal 
God, make the universe tremble with terror, or bow 
with a sob of love? ^ What is truth? " a^ked the weary 
Boman, too listless to care to judge between the true 
and the false, in his despair of the abstract truth. ^'I 
am the truth," answered the personal Saviour; and 
through His personality the truth has saved the world. 
I wonder if we realize how the personal instinct is pow- 

•Tom Brown's School Days, p. 104^ 
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T^, in common with the whole* civilized world, deplore. 
I am glad to be here, in the first place, because I love, 
honor, and reverence the medical profession, as being 
among the most signal benefactors of mankind; and, 
also because of my respect for that particular ornament 
of this profession whom you are now met to commemo- 
rate. What I have ever read and heard concerning Sir 
James. Y. Simpson has led me to admire his vast capacity, 

— I say admire, for it is to be admired rather than 
praised, inasmuch as this capacity was the gift of that 
Almighty Artificer fi-om whom our intellectual faculties 
proceed. But who ought not to praise and honor this 
wonderful man for the use he made of this capacity, — 
for the energy by which he rose so rapidly to eminence, 

— for that labor, of which he was such an example 
through life, and which so illustrated the adage, trite 
it may be, but which cannot be too often repeated, that 
without the cross of toil the crown of world-wide honor 
never comes? But chiefly, sir, I am glad to mingle my 
voice with that of others in honoring one Who was a 
Christian physician. Gentlemen, I often envy your 
profession for the opportunities you have of usefulness 
to man's spiritual part while he is lying under bodily 
anguish. Those beautiful lines, addressed by Sir Wal- 
ter Scott to woman, apply to many a Christian physi- 
cian whom I have known: — 

'' ' When pain and sickness rend the brow, 
A ministering angel Hion I * 

''For you have this advantage over us of the minis- 
try, that those moments of extreme suffering which for- 
bid our presence are those in which you are especially 
in requisition; and then in the brief intervals of rest 
you can breathe the word of comfort, of counsel, and 
of warning of a world to come, while you are minister- 
ing to the diseased frame. And such a man was Sir 
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